Will We Recognize Each Other in Heaven?
(Words of Hope and Comfort) 

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

This question has intrigued the saints down through the years. Will we actually recognize each other in Heaven and be able to fellowship with our loved ones on the other side? It’s interesting that the Bible does not raise the question about knowing each other in Heaven - God’s saints raise the question. The Bible seems to suggest that it should be automatically understood and universally believed or accepted that all of God’s redeemed will recognize each other in Heaven. In fact, all of the reformers and great theologians have always accepted the truth about the recognition of others after death. Nevertheless the Bible does give us some specific light on this subject. And we must remember that there is no authority apart from the Word of God on this matter. It seems very clear that we will know each other in Heaven. The Bible never teaches that God created man to be buried in a black hole without memory, intellect, and imagination. We will live on forever and we will recognize one another in Glory. 

Someone asked George MacDonald the question, “Shall we know one another in that life?” His pertinent reply was, “Shall we be greater fools in Paradise than we are here?” 

There are eleven lines of proof that would lead us to believe there is recognition in the afterlife. Let me briefly share them with you. I trust they will bring comfort, hope, assurance, and faith to the hearts of those who have lost a loved one in the Lord and who are presently grieving over this loss. Dearly beloved, we will know our loved ones on the other side! 

Reunion and the Afterlife

The Thessalonian Christians were apparently very concerned about seeing their saved loved ones who had died and gone on before them. Their point of concern was this. If Jesus were to return during their lifetime would their loved ones, who had died and gone on before them, receive a new glorified body like theirs? Would they see them again when Jesus returns? Paul assured these living believers that they would someday meet their loved ones again when Jesus returns in the event called the Rapture. In fact, Jesus promised to bring these loved ones back with Him and a joyous reunion would occur between the living saints and those who had previously died. They would both receive a new body and meet together in the air. This truth was designed to bring hope and comfort to their hearts.  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 reveals the comforting truth: 

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 

God does not want us to be ignorant or misinformed about the afterlife and whether or not we will see our saved loved ones again. God has a wonderful plan of reunion for us! The Bible says that when Jesus returns in the Rapture, He is going to “bring with him” (vs. 14) those loved ones who had died in the Lord and together we will receive a glorified eternal body (“the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” – 1 Cor. 15:52). Following this instantaneous event (1 Cor. 15:52) a meeting or reunion in the air will take place that will bring great joy and happiness to all of our hearts. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 records these words: 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 

Caught up together with them! These are words of assurance and hope. This Bible passage promises that there will be a grand reunion of all those believers who are redeemed and in Christ. There is going to be a meeting in the air in the sweet, sweet, by and by! The text would indicate that God’s saints will know each other when they meet together in the air and share in a joyous reunion of gladness (“shall be caught up together with them”). The very fact that this will be a reunion indicates that there will be recognition in the afterlife. Who ever heard of reunion where nobody knew each other? Paul indicates that we will see and recognize our loved ones again who have died and gone on to Heaven before us. Death breaks ties on earth but renews them at the Rapture, in Heaven, and throughout eternity. The circle will not be broken! There will be a reunion together and we will rejoice in seeing one another again when Jesus returns and reunites us. What a glorious prospect we have! Seeing our loved ones again will bring great joy to our hearts and lives. In fact, we should comfort one another with these words (1 Thess. 4:18 – “Wherefore comfort one another with these words”). Dear friend, let these truths bring comfort and assurance to your heart today.   

This entire passage teaches that believers will retain their identity and personality on the other side. If we would lose our identity or personality there would be no recognition and no reunion. The writers of Scripture, such as Paul, assume that recognition in Heaven will be a certainty. The reunion of the ransomed in the sky and then in Heaven throughout eternity seems to be an assured fact to Paul. These words about reunion would be meaningless without recognition. The Bible teaches that we will know each other in Heaven and enjoy the fellowship of renewed friendships among God’s saints. 

“Oh, what a meeting,

There in the skies,

No tears nor crying

Shall dim our eyes;

Loved ones united eternally,

Oh, what a daybreak that morn will be.

Some golden daybreak, Jesus will come;

Some golden daybreak, battles all won,

He’ll shout the victory, break thro’ the blue,

Some golden daybreak,

For me, for you.”

Paul also said in 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20:  

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and joy.” 

Paul knew he would not see his converts on earth anymore but that one day he would see them in Glory. He would meet them in the air at Christ’s coming, recognize them, and once again enjoy their presence and fellowship. Paul looked forward to seeing his beloved friends once again when Jesus returns. He expected to be transported back to Heaven with them and enjoy their companionship throughout eternity (John 14:1-3). In essence, Paul is saying that the dear saints that he loved are going to be “in the presence” of the Lord when Jesus returns and he was going to see them again! Should we not have the same expectancy? Should not this hope be ours as well? Should we not be rejoicing in this future reunion? Dear friend, it is true! We will someday experience great joy when Jesus returns with our departed loved ones and when we are reunited with them once again. There is going to be a meeting in the air! Yes, we will meet them in the air and be able to communicate and fellowship with them throughout the eternal ages of time. What a day, glorious day it will be! 

“There’ll be no dark valley when Jesus comes,

There’ll be no dark valley when Jesus comes,

There’ll be no dark valley when Jesus comes,

To gather His loved ones home.

There’ll be no more sorrow when Jesus comes,

There’ll be no more sorrow when Jesus comes,

But a glorious morrow when Jesus comes

To gather His loved ones home.

There’ll be no more weeping when Jesus comes,

There’ll be no more weeping when Jesus comes,

But a blessed reaping when Jesus comes

To gather His loved ones home.”

Full Redemption and the Afterlife

DeWitt Talmage was once asked by a woman, who had just buried a daughter, a Christian girl, “Brother Talmage, do you really think that I shall ever look into her face again and recognize her?” Talmage replied, “What do you think of Heaven? Is Heaven a subtraction, or is it an addition?” Do you really think that you will know less in Heaven than you do on earth? 

The very fact that someday we will be fully redeemed in the area of our body (Rom. 8:18-23 – “the redemption of our body”) would suggest that we will once again retain greater knowledge and human capabilities or potential, which was previously possessed by humans, prior to the Fall and curse in Genesis. 

Philippians 3:20-21 records the transformation: 

“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” 

The Bible suggests that our bodily redemption includes a full recovery of all the human facilities and functions of man that were lost when man sinned in the Garden. When our body is redeemed we will enjoy even greater capabilities than our fallen bodies possessed while living on earth. Certainly if we can retain knowledge of each other in this life, without a redeemed body, we will certainly be able to retain knowledge of each other in the next life and know one another with a fully redeemed body. In fact, when we receive a new body it would seem that we would be able to retain greater understanding and knowledge about each other due to our transformation. 1 Corinthians 15:54 says: 

“So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.”

So let us conclude this point in a simple statement. It seems that man would not be fully redeemed if he could not recognize one another in Heaven. 

“I belong to the King,

And His promise is sure,

That we all shall be gathered at last.

In His kingdom above,

By life’s waters so pure,

When this life with its trials is past.”

Knowledge and the Afterlife

Dear friend, the Bible suggests that in Heaven we will retain all of our knowledge that we previously had on earth but it will be a knowledge that is completely pure, far greater, and enlarged. This would suggest that God’s people would certainly be able to both recognize and remember one another in Heaven. The eternal state is a place of complete and perfect knowledge.   

Revelation 21:4-5 states: 

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.”  

This text which says “the former things are passed away” is sometimes used to support the idea that there will be loss of memory and the inability to recognize each other in Heaven. But other Bible texts clearly refute this interpretation. This text does not say that we will not retain memory in the afterlife and throughout eternity. What the text is saying is that in the eternal state the former things in this life, dealing with regrets, heartaches, and all the events centered upon our earthly existence, will no longer be viewed through the limited eyes of our understanding. Rather, all these things will be viewed through the eyes of those who have received a glorified perspective and understanding of our earthly existence. When God says, “Behold, I make all things new,” this would include our ability to see the earthly events of our lives and past existence from God’s perspective. This text is not saying that the believer will lose his or her functional capacity to know or recognize each other in Heaven. Rather, it is saying just the opposite. God will give us greater understanding and a new, perfect, and eternal perspective on every event that we have passed through in this life and any earthly relationship that we previously had in this life. We will not know less throughout eternity. We will actually know more and see everything from God’s untainted eternal perspective.  

Someone has said: 

“Heaven is the earthly life of the believer glorified and perfected.”

The Scripture never says that those in Heaven will lose their memory of what they have gone through in this life. But since complete rest and freedom from earthly toils, sorrow, and pain will be gone forever in Heaven, it necessitates that a perfect understanding and knowledge about these earthly events, from God’s perspective, will banish all past regrets and sorrows that were connected with our present earthly existence and relationships (Rom. 8:28). In other words, we will have God’s perfect explanation about the existence of our earthly lives and be eternally content in God’s understanding and unfolding of His plan for our lives and for all of humanity – both redeemed and unredeemed. We will rest in God’s sovereign working, justice, and infinite wisdom. We’ll understand it better by and by! By and by when the morning comes! 

“By and by when the morning comes,

All the saints of God are gathered home,

We’ll tell the story how we overcome,

And we’ll understand it better by and by.”

When we see God’s perspective about everything, “all things will become knew” and we will find contentment and happiness in His absolute perfect plan and sovereignty (Rev. 15:3-4 – “just and true are thy ways”). We will not have less understanding in Heaven, but a purified, perfected, and glorified understanding about everything that we have faced in life and gone through. Our understanding in Heaven will not be less. It will be more. God will make all things new!  Because of this there will be the knowledge and recognition of each other in Heaven. And we will know each other and see our relationships from God’s eternal and unblemished perspective. 

“Loved ones upon that shore I’ll meet,

Casting their crowns at Jesus’ feet;

I’ll worship and praise Him forever more,

In my beautiful, beautiful home.

Home, sweet home,

Home, sweet home.

Where I’ll never roam!

I see the light of the city so bright.

My home, sweet home.”

Memory and the Afterlife

When the unsaved rich man died and went to Hades his memory was still intact (see Luke 16:23-28 – “Son, remember”). This account indicates that our memory of others will exist after death. This man knew that he had five brothers (“five brethren” – vs. 28) on earth that needed to be warned and saved from the awful wrath and judgment of God. This teaches that remembrance or memory will remain intact after death and that recognition will be part of this memory. Death does not change what we know in the afterlife. In the afterlife, our personalities will go on with the same information we have stored in our minds today. We will remember our wife, husband, son, daughter, sisters, family reunions, and Christmas gatherings. But God’s saints will have their minds redeemed from the limitations that sin has imposed upon them and they will not be capable of dwelling upon sin, so as to lust after it, and be warped and overcome by it. All things will be made new (Rev. 21:5) in respect to our old way of life under the Genesis curse (Rev. 22:3 – “And there shall be no more curse”). 

In Revelation 6:10 the martyrs in Heaven, prior to their bodily resurrection, are asking God to avenge those who are dwelling upon the earth and who have killed them.

“And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?” 

This is another indication that we will retain memory of our present earthly existence and those who we previously had contact with in this life. Of course, it also indicates that we will have the capacity to remember and recognize one another in the afterlife. The Scriptures that teach about retaining earthly memory in the afterlife would lead to the conclusion that there will also be recognition of each other in the afterlife. One presupposes the other. All the songs of the redeemed in Heaven that are recorded in the book of Revelation all indicate that our earthly memory will be retained in Glory. God’s redeemed saints will remember that they were washed in the blood of the Lamb (see Rev. 5:8-10). The implication is this. Memory will remain intact in Heaven including the memory of recognition. 

Reward and the Afterlife
Revelation 14:13 also says: 

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.”

The Bible says that our works or deeds of service done for the Lord will follow us into Heaven and throughout eternity in the form of eternal reward. When believers go to Heaven the record of their diligent labors will follow them in that they will reap in accordance with the way that they have sown (2 Cor. 9:6). The point is this. Since there is eternal reward in the next life for the labor that we have done in this present life (Heb. 6:10; Rev. 22:12) it necessitates that we will remember what we have done for the Lord and why we are rewarded. God’s saints will receive special crowns targeted toward their specific type of service (1 Cor. 9:25; James 1:12; 1 Pet. 5:3-4). This all indicates that our earthly memories will remain intact. We will remember how we served (2 Tim. 4:7), whom we served (Matt. 25:40), and what we have done for the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). God’s saints will remember every cup of cold water that was given to others in His name (Matt. 10:42) or every individual who they have personally served (Matt. 10:41) and be rewarded accordingly. When Jesus says, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21) we will know what He is talking about.  

This tells us that memory will be retained in the next life concerning our former existence and earthly service. And if we can remember the services that we have rendered toward others in this life (1 Thess. 2:19-20), which will evidently result in reward, certainly we will be able to remember those who we served. The whole teaching about rewards becomes senseless if we do not retain our memory of others in the next life. And since this is true we will certainly remember our own family members and friends that we have served, loved, and lived with for so many years. Dear child of God, the memory of your loved ones will not be lost and you will recognize them some day and greatly rejoice when seeing them again! 

“In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore;

In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore.” 

Abraham and the Afterlife

Abraham’s bosom or side (Luke 16:22) apparently refers to a place of paradise for Old Testament believers. It was the place where Abraham’s spirit went when he died because he expressed faith in God’s revelation about salvation (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:3). This chamber where Abraham’s’ spirit departed was at the center of the earth. It was the place where God’s people were kept until the triumphant death and resurrection of Christ (Eph. 4:8). This would be the time when Christ could officially declare the victory over Satan’s power or authority to keep God’s people in the realm of death (Heb. 2:14; Col. 2:15). This inner chamber within the earth was apparently a temporary holding tank where Old Testament saints dwelt (Luke 23:43) until the victorious resurrection and ascension of Christ. 

In the Old Testament we discover that Abraham went to Sheol and the Old Testament repeatedly says that he would be “gathered unto his people” in this place (Gen. 15:15; Gen. 25:8). This expression would be meaningless if Abraham would not retain knowledge in the afterlife. It appears that there is fellowship in the afterlife. And indeed there is! All competent scholars agree that this cannot mean that Abraham was buried within his family’s tomb since he was buried far away from his own people on earth. His fathers lived in Ur of Chaldees but Abraham was buried in the famous cave of Machpelah in Hebron. The point is this. Their bodies were sleeping far apart from one another but their spirits were now united in the afterlife or the spiritual realm of existence. This is more proof that the saints are gathered together in the afterlife and that there will be recognition of one another. 

What was true of Abraham was true of all other Old Testament saints who had died and gone to the other side (see Gen. 25:17; 35:29; 49:29, 33). While Jacob was still in Egypt he spoke about being gathered to a different place than where his earthly family tomb was located (Machpelah). This would suggest that the gathering was not in some earthly tomb but with his people in the afterlife. Genesis 49:33 says that Jacob “yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people.” The weary pilgrim had gone to a place where he would meet with his loved ones who had gone before and enjoy their presence and company. The same was true for Moses and Aaron (Numb. 20:6; 27:13; 31:2; Deut. 32:49-50). Both were buried far away from their relatives and from each other and yet the Bible says they would be gathered together. This can only mean one thing. Their spirits would be reunited with their saved loved ones after death. This is more conclusive evidence that we will meet one another in the afterlife and know one another even as these Old Testament patriarchs and saints did (2 Kings 22:20). The gathering together with their people would be meaningless if they had no consciousness and knowledge of these people. The identity of personality is perpetuated in the afterlife. This is why Jesus said to the penitent robber, “To day shalt thou be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). This statement by Jesus would be meaningless if no reunion and recognition would take place in the afterlife!  

“On the happy, golden shore,

Where the faithful part no more,

When the storms of life are o’er, meet me there,

Where the night dissolves away

Into pure and perfect day,

I am going home to stay, meet me there.

Here our fondest hopes are vain,

Dearest links are rent in twain,

But in heav’n no throb of pain, meet me there,

By the river sparkling bright

In the city of delight,

Where our faith is lost in sight, meet me there.

Where the songs of angels ring,

And the blest forever sing,

In the palace of the King, meet me there,

Where in sweet communion blend

Heart with heart, and friend with friend,

In a world that ne’er shall end, meet me there.

Meet me there, meet me there,

Where the tree of Life is blooming, meet me there,

When the storms of life are o’er,

On the happy, golden shore,

Where the faithful part no more, meet me there.”

Children and the Afterlife

The death of 11-year-old Willie Lincoln on February 20, 1862, came as a devastating blow to the President. At times he covered his face with his hands and wept convulsively. In the days that followed, his spirits were so low that he could hardly resume his work. The first Thursday after his son died, Mr. Lincoln shut himself in his room, and no one knew to what extent he gave way to his sorrow. The next week it was the same. Then he received a visit from Dr. Francis Vinton of Trinity Church in New York, who told him he was behaving like a heathen and that it was a sin to give way so completely to his grief.  "Your son is alive in Heaven," he said. At first Lincoln seemed deaf to his words - then somehow they reached him. "Alive?  Surely you mock me!" "No, sir," said Dr. Vinton. "It is a most comforting doctrine of the church, founded upon the words of Christ Himself."  For a few minutes the President sobbed and repeated, "Alive! Alive!"  After that he no longer shut himself up, and with a mighty effort he turned his attention to the affairs of state.

2 Samuel 12:22-23 records God’s inspired record concerning children and the afterlife: 

“… While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” 

Is not this a promise of reunion and recognition? This statement indicates there will be complete understanding and the recognition of one another in the next life. David knew that one day he would be reunited with his lost child and that he would know the child and rejoice with him. Yes, David had the glorious prospect of one day being reunited with this lost beloved child. I take it that this record of Scripture would also lead us to believe that there will be recognition in the afterlife and a definite knowledge of one another. Meeting our loved ones on the other side was an accepted truth that brought great comfort and hope to the hearts of those left behind. 

A little girl whose baby brother had just died asked her mother where Baby had gone. "To be with Jesus," replied the mother. A few days later, talking to a friend, the mother said, "I am so grieved to have lost my baby." The little girl heard her, and remembering what her mother had told her, looked up into her face and asked, "Mother, is a thing lost when you know where it is?" "No, of course not." "Well, then how can Baby be lost when he has gone to be with Jesus?" Her mother never forgot this. It was the truth.

David’s particular inspired record, among others (Matt. 18:14; 19:13-15) would teach that babies and all those children who die, prior to the age of accountability, do enter a state of bliss and joy in the afterlife. Jesus said in Matthew 18:14: 

“Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.” 

God is gracious and just to little ones (Rev. 15:3). An overview of Scripture and a uniform testimony of Scripture seems to conclude that at the moment a baby or child dies, Jesus applies the benefits of His death on the cross to that child, thereby saving him or her. In any event, we see that David had the assurance of reunion and recognition with his child some day. And if we know the Lord as our Savior we too can have this hope and assurance in our hearts. We will meet on the other side.

Of course, theologians down through the centuries have grappled with the question of whether or not children, who die in a state of infancy, enter Heaven in their childhood state, or are they fully mature in years when they enter Heaven. We cannot be dogmatic about any conclusion since Scripture does not definitively say one way or another. However, we do discover that David was led to write that his deceased child could not return to him but he would go see his child in the afterlife (2 Sam. 12:23). David seemed to possess the assurance of seeing his child in the afterlife. Of course, David made no statement about the age that his child would be, when he enters the next life, but his plain statement seems to suggest that if he were to die he would see his child. Perhaps this is an indication that children remain in some phase of childhood in the afterlife and are able to grow and mature while existing in a perfected state without sin. If David knew that he could depart at any time and see his child in the afterlife this would suggest that he had the glorious prospect of seeing his beloved child. Likewise, the words of Jesus about children entering the earthly messianic kingdom (Matthew 19:13-15 – “for of such is the kingdom of heaven”) may also have some significant application to our question about the age of children in the afterlife. If the Lord Jesus in His grace approves of children entering the earthly kingdom would He not also approve of them entering the heavenly city (Heb. 12:22-23) and allow them to live out a normal life of childhood in their perfect heavenly state? Jesus’ statement about being gracious to children and allowing them to enter the earthly kingdom may suggest a similar attitude, plan, and purpose to allow children to enter Heaven as well. Because of these statements a number of theologians suggest that children will be children in the afterlife even when dying in a state of infancy and entering Heaven.  

Charles Spurgeon believed that children would be in Heaven. Spurgeon wrote:

“I rejoice to know that the souls of all infants, as soon as they die, speed their way to paradise. Think what a multitude there is of them!”  

It is significant that in every scene of Heaven, which is recorded in the Scriptures, there appears to be only adults present and no children (Rev. 4-5, 21). But we must remember that many of these scenes have reference to the eternal state of the Church when God’s saints will be glorified after the Rapture and prepared for eternity. Revelation 21 speaks about the actual eternal state of the new heavens and earth and all of God’s redeemed. But prior to this time there will be multitudes in Heaven who have not entered their eternal state until the resurrection day. Included in this number may be countless numbers of children. Revelation 7:9 records a prophetic incident of a great mass of people who die during a coming world conflict called the Tribulation Period.

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands.”  

This verse teaches that a countless number of people from all over the world, who die during the Tribulation Period of seven years, enter Heaven when they die. This is prior to their resurrection and existence in the eternal state, which will only occur after the seven years has expired (Rev. 20:4). The point is this. Would not some children be represented as some of this “great multitude” which no man could number? After all, during the bloody Tribulation Period many will die in great numbers who are threatened by the Antichrist and His wicked regime. No doubt many of these will be children who lose their lives in this horrible time period (Matt 24:19). 

These little tidbits of information found in Scripture (2 Sam. 12:23; Matt. 19:13-15; Rev. 7:9) may give us some inspired records that would lead us to believe that children do go to Heaven when they die as infants, prior to their resurrected eternal state, and are able to grow and mature in their years. Think about the high mortality rate of infants in many countries of the world today. The abortion epidemic and starvation alone claims the lives of millions of babies. Since Scripture suggests that children may be in the afterlife this would lead us to believe that aborted babies and children, who die prior to the eternal state, may enter Heaven at some stage of their childhood experience. Perhaps they are given the opportunity to grow and mature without possessing any effects of a sin nature or manifesting acts of rebellion in their lives. 

One day, a woman was working in the nursery at the church and overheard a 3-year-old girl talking to her mom. "Mommy," she said, "When Jesus takes us to Heaven, will I have to go to the nursery?" 

Well, there may not be nurseries in Heaven but there may very well be children there prior to the eternal state. And we may have the joy of seeing them enjoy their natural growth process. Only Heaven will reveal the final answer to this question! The secret things belong to the Lord (Duet. 29:29).   
I’m reminded of what D. L. Moody said as he hovered in the twilight zone between life and death. “Earth recedes, Heaven opens before me. If this is death, it is sweet! There is no valley here. God is calling me, and I must go.” His son who was standing by his bedside said, “No, no, father, you are dreaming.” “No,” said Mr. Moody, “I am not dreaming: I have been within the gates: I have seen the children’s faces.” 

Our Spiritual Existence and the Afterlife

We can conclude by our above study that God’s saints will be able to maintain recognition of one another in their spiritual sphere of existence after death. God’s people looked forward to their spirit departing after death and entering Heaven (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:21). Today Heaven is said to be filled with the “spirits of just men made perfect” (Heb. 12:23). Spirits do reside in Heaven without physical bodies (see Rev. 6:9; 15:2). It is wrong to assume that we need some kind of physical or intermediate body to function and operate in life beyond the grave. Believers in the Lord remain as spirits in a disembodied state until the future day of resurrection. These verses mentioned above give us a rare glimpse into the spirit world or the afterlife prior to physical resurrection. Apparently there will be some kind of recognition of God’s saints prior to the resurrection. This would also be true in other verses dealing with angelic beings and battles (Rev. 12:7-9; 20:1-2). What is interesting to note is that everywhere the immaterial part of man is seen, following death, the person is found experiencing normal senses and functions that pertain to our present experience connected with our bodies (Luke 16:23-31; Isaiah 14:9-11). 

This means that in between death and resurrection God’s saints will be able to see and function in another world, the unseen spirit world, with the senses that we now possess in our present world. We will be able to see things and wear things (“robes” – Rev. 6:11) and function normally only in another dimension. This may sound spooky but it is what the Bible teaches. Many feel that a human body-grid or some kind of body mechanism is always needed by people in order to receive external stimuli or communication and transmit their thoughts, emotions, and decisions. But Scripture seems to teach otherwise. It can be verified in Scripture that the spirit world has all of these perceptions and abilities to transmit expressions, feelings and thoughts without possessing a body structure. Our spiritual state between death and resurrection will not appear any different in respect to perception, function, feelings and reality even though we enter into another type of world and sphere of existence. The half has not been told!  

Lehman Strauss handles this difficulty of spiritual recognition in the afterlife by saying:

“After death the spirit is clothed with a spirit body that is recognizable.” 

In some sense this is true since in the spirit world immaterial spirits can recognize one another and do battle with one another (Rev. 12:7). There is obviously some kind of spiritual structure even in the immaterial world that is recognizable by spirit beings. The same would be true for the spirits of departed saints (Heb. 12:24) who have gone to Heaven. We will possess some kind of spiritual structure that maintains our personality and identity. This is why we will know one another in Glory even prior to the resurrection of our human bodies.

“Yes, we’ll gather at the river,

The beautiful, the beautiful river,

Gather with the saints at the river

That flows by the throne of God”

Jesus in the Afterlife

Jesus was recognized by His disciples after His resurrection (see John 20:24-29). The disciples knew who Jesus was after He had passed into the afterlife and rose from the dead. At one point, His appearance as Jesus, was verified by over five hundred brethren at the same time (1 Cor. 15:6). The same will be true of all of us throughout eternity. We will be recognizable to each other and be able to enjoy one another’s company. Likewise, we must remember that Jesus returned to Heaven as the man Christ Jesus (Acts 1:10) who would one day be recognized by His disciples as the “same Jesus” who would one day return to earth (see Acts 1:11). In other words the afterlife will not cause us to lose our memory of our dear loved ones and what they have meant to us while living on earth. The Bible teaches that we will know each other in Heaven and enjoy the fellowship of renewed friendships among God’s saints. We will see them again some day on the other side.  

William Graham Scroggie said: 

“If I knew that never again would I see to recognize that beloved one with whom I spent more than thirty-nine years here on earth, my anticipation of heaven would much abate. To say that we will be with Christ and that will be enough, is to claim that there we shall be without the social instincts and affection which mean so much to us here.” 

Jesus said in Matthew 22:30: 

“For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”

Jesus did not say that we would not know each other in the resurrected eternal state. He simply said there would be no marital relationships in the resurrection state. Our relationships will be different. We will be like the angels who do not marry or have physical relations and family relationships. This verse should not be misconstrued to mean that people actually become angels when they get to Heaven. The text says that we shall be “as the angels” but not become angels in the resurrection state. Let’s read our Bibles correctly. There will be no possibility of procreation or giving birth. This is because there will be no marriage and no more physical relations in Heaven and throughout eternity. Our bodies will no longer have the physical drives that we now have and there will be no desire to generate life any more. Husbands and wives will no longer be married in the afterlife and bring forth children. This is what Jesus meant when He spoke to those who were trying to confuse Him about the marriage state in the coming resurrection due to multiple marriages on earth. Jesus taught that heavenly life and love among the saints in the eternal resurrected state are not the same as in our earthly state. However, as we have repeatedly seen, the saints will enjoy each other’s renewed friendships and we will do this while operating in a new heavenly realm and on a heavenly sphere different than we presently have on earth. 

“Beyond the Sunset,

O glad reunion,

With our dear loved ones

Who’ve gone before;

In that fair homeland

We’ll know no parting,

Beyond the sunset for evermore!”

The Mount of Transfiguration and the Afterlife

You will remember that Peter, James and John saw Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration. And these two men had died centuries ago. And yet both Elijah and Moses knew each other and the disciples obviously knew who Elijah and Moses were. 

Mark 9:2-4 records the account:

“And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves: and he was transfigured before them. And his raiment became shining, exceeding white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them. And there appeared unto them Elias with Moses: and they were talking with Jesus.” 

Some suggest that these Old Testament saints were resurrected but we must remember that Elijah never died like Moses. Perhaps Moses was resurrected for this appearance. In any event, we learn from this experience that in the afterlife and during the resurrected eternal state there will obviously be an intuitive knowledge (full understanding) between God’s people. We will be able to identify and know the saints of all the ages – even those who we never made contact with. Peter, James and John obviously knew who Elijah and Moses were. And dear friend, there were no introductions! There was no need for nametags! Yes, we will know each other in Heaven and throughout eternity. We will know those who have gone on before us. In fact our knowledge will increase (Rev. 21:5) and we will be able to know and identify all of God’s redeemed of all the ages like Elijah, Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Gideon. And think of this, dearly beloved. Although the spirit of Moses went to the afterlife five centuries before Elijah, they came together as old pals and fellow-workers who knew each other! This means there is contact and recognition in the afterlife. What a wonderful and comforting truth to embrace for each one of us who know the Lord. We will certainly know our loved ones in the afterlife and all of God’s redeemed. Heaven and eternity will be a place of full recognition and full knowledge. 

Someone asked G. Campbell Morgan, "Do you think we will know our loved ones in heaven? Dr. Morgan in his truly British manner answered, "I do not expect to be a bigger fool in heaven than I am here, and I know my loved ones here."

“When we all get to heaven,

What a day of rejoicing that will be!

When we all see Jesus,

We’ll sing and shout the victory.”

God’s Family and the Afterlife

Ephesians 3:15 states: 

“Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named.”  

This verse is talking about the heavenly church family that we will see someday in Glory. The Church on earth is called the household of God (Eph. 2:19) and the Church in Heaven is called the “the whole family in heaven.” Now who ever heard of a family where all the members were total strangers to one another? The very words household, home, and family denote that we will know one another in Heaven! There is a family togetherness in Heaven that God’s redeemed will experience. And out of this heavenly family relationship there will be the obvious ability to recognize and fellowship with those who are in the family of God. What a future we will have together as God’s redeemed people! 

Dearly beloved, we will know each other in Heaven. May these few Scriptures provide rest, comfort, peace, hope and assurance in our hearts knowing that some day we will see our loved ones who have died in the Lord (Rom. 15:4). The circle has not been broken. A great day is coming! Heaven’s gates will open wide. And we will be joined with our loved ones who in Jesus Christ have died. And we will enter the blessed city and finally be home. What a day, glorious day it will be! 

“A dear one in heaven thy heart yearns to see,

At the beautiful gate may be watching for thee;

Then list to the note of this solemn refrain,

Ye must be born again.”

The 18th-century English pastor, Rowland Hill, lived to a ripe old age.  In fact, he outlived most of his friends.  Missing them very much and anxious to join them on the other side, he grew more homesick for Heaven with each passing day. It seemed so long since some of them had gone to glory that he would often jokingly say with a wink, "Do you think they'll remember me?" It was not unusual for him to go to some other believer well along in years with this request: "If you should go before I do, give my love to everyone. Be sure to tell them that old Rowley, although staying behind a little while, is coming on as fast as he can." 

“Friends will be there I have loved long ago;

Joy like a river around me will flow;

Yet just a smile from my Savior I know,

Will thro’ the ages be glory for me.

Oh that will be glory for me,

Glory for me, glory for me.

When by His grace I shall look on His face,

That will be glory, glory for me.”
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