Who Can Be Saved After the Rapture?
By Pastor Kelly Sensenig 

A question that is often asked is whether or not people will have the opportunity to be saved after the Rapture, if they have heard the Gospel before the Rapture. In other words, can those people, who have already heard the Gospel prior to the Rapture, be saved during the Tribulation Period?

I have heard many trustworthy and respectable Bible teachers and evangelists through the years (those who are my friends and whom I respect) conclude that it is impossible to be saved during the Tribulation Period if you have heard the Gospel preached before the Rapture took place. They also make the claim that only those people who have never heard the Gospel will have the opportunity to be saved after the Rapture. On the other hand, many Bible instructors, who also are equally worthy prophetic voices in the Scriptures, teach that this is not necessarily the case. They can’t find any strong evidence supporting the teaching that those who have heard the Gospel prior to the Rapture will have no opportunity to be saved during the Tribulation Period. The difference of opinion causes us to look at the subject in greater detail so we can arrive at a Biblical conclusion on this matter. 
Can those people who have already heard the Gospel prior to the Rapture and reject it be saved during the Tribulation Period? Many claim that the Bible text of 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 teaches the truth that no person can be saved during the Tribulation Period who has previously heard the Gospel and rejected it prior to the Rapture. However, when reexamining the text it seems to be teaching something else. I have added some contextual comments. 
2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 

“And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth (during the first three and one half years of the Tribulation Period), that they might be saved. And for this cause (their rejection of Gospel light for three and one half years) God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie (that the Antichrist is God during the second half of the Tribulation Period). That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
The Bible teaches that God will send a delusion into the minds of people who have rejected His offer of salvation so that they will believe the ultimate lie of the Antichrist, which is his blasphemous claim to be God (2 Thess. 2:4). However, this delusion only occurs at the middle of the Tribulation Period when the Antichrist rises to world dictatorship and power. By the middle of the Tribulation Period God steps in and judicially blinds these people because of their rejection of the truth and their belief of the Antichrist’s lie who claims to be God. 
Many suggest that past tense expression “received not the love of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:9) looks back to the days prior to the Rapture and places people, who have previously heard, out of the salvation zone, after the Rapture occurs. But this simply is not the case. The point of no return happens after the Rapture has occurred, during the Tribulation Period, the time when people accept the lie of the Antichrist’s self proclaimed deity, and submit themselves to the worship of him, by means of taking the mark of the beast.
Revelation 14:9-10 

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb.” 
Remember, the time period being presented in this section of Scripture is not referring to the days prior to the Rapture but to the “day of the Lord” (2 Thess. 2:2). The context is referring to “then” (vs. 8) and not now in the church age or day in which we live. Even more specific, it’s pointing the middle of the Tribulation Period when the Antichrist takes up his position as God (2 Thess. 2:4 – “so that he as God sitteth in the temple, showing himself that he is God”). It’s at this time (the middle of the Tribulation Period) when people will believe the lie of the Antichrist that he is God (2 Thess. 2:11 – “that they should believe a lie”). This means that there will be millions of people, who for three and one half years have listened to the 144,000 Jewish evangelists, preach the Gospel (Rev. 7), but who have rejected their message. The timing of “they received not the love of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:10) looks back to the first three and one half years of the Tribulation Period – not the days prior to the Rapture of the Church. It’s simply wrong to equate the Tribulation days to the days prior to the Rapture. 
Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum has concluded: 

“These verses have often been interpreted as teaching that if one hears the gospel before the Rapture and rejects it, he will not have any opportunity to be saved after the Rapture. But this is not the teaching of this passage. The point of no return is the acceptance of the big lie of the Antichrist’s self proclaimed deity and the submission to the worship of him by means of taking the mark of the beast. It is only then that the point of no return is actually reached. The option of taking the mark of the beast only begins in the middle of the tribulation.” 

This is a good reminder. The point of no return happens during the middle of the Tribulation Period with receiving the mark of the beast. It does not happen because of a prior rejection of Christ before the Rapture. 

Fruchtenbaum continues: 

“Even the context of this passage shows that it speaks of events that occur in the middle of the tribulation. Worshippers of the Antichrist do so because they are deceived by the Antichrist’s power of miracles. They are deceived because they received not the love of the truth. The rejection of the gospel was not what they may have heard before the Rapture but rather the preaching of the 144,000 Jews and the Two Witnesses.” 

I agree with Dr. Fruchtenbaum. The people will have had the opportunity to receive Christ through the preaching of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists for the first three and one half years of the Tribulation Period. We must link the passage to the middle of the tribulation period. The passage lines up with the events described in Revelation 12-14.

Mark Hitchcock agrees with this conclusion when commenting about the context of this passage and the opportunity of people to be saved after the rapture:

“While this verse could be used to support this position (that those who have heard the Gospel before the rapture cannot be saved), to me it does not seem to be referring to people who reject the truth before the Rapture, but rather those who reject the truth and receive the Antichrist after the Rapture. The entire passage is describing what happens during the tribulation period when Antichrist is present. It refers to those who witness the deception of the Antichrist, believe his message, and reject the truth. This passage says that those who do this will be condemned by God.”       

George Zeller, in responding to those who teach that there can be no salvation of people during the Tribulation Period, who have heard the Gospel prior to the Rapture, says something similar:

“This is not really what these verses mean. These verses in 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 are not talking about people who reject truth before the rapture. These verses are talking about people who reject the truth during the time of tribulation. These are people who willfully decide to follow the devil’s man (2 Thess. 2:3-9). These are people who reject the truth and accept the lie (the LIE that this man should be worshipped!). These are people who deliberately choose to take the mark of the beast and worship this man … During the time of the tribulation those who willfully identify with the devil’s man are DOOMED and DAMNED (2 Thess. 2:12). These verses are talking about people who reject the truth in a day when the issue will be very clear:  MEN MAY WORSHIP GOD (Revelation 14:6-7) or MEN MAY WORHSIP THE DEVIL’S MAN (Revelation 14:9-11).”

We must be careful not to allow the context of 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 to say more than it is teaching. 

The point is this. Because the vast majority of people living during the first three and one half years of the Tribulation Period would not believe on the true Christ, they could not believe after their continued hardness of heart. They became past feeling and God blinded them in their unbelief confirming them in their choice of rejection (2 Thess. 2:10). 

Romans 1:24 says: 

“Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves.” 
There is a couplet that states:

“There is a time, we know not when;

There is a place, we know not where

That seals the destiny of men

For glory or despair.” 

God does not give up on people but people give up on God! Therefore, God gives people up to their own lust, sin and unbelief so that they get exactly what they want. This is what will happen to many of those people living during the Tribulation Period, who for the first three and one half years have continually rejected God’s revelation to them, through the witness of the Scriptures, the 144,000 Jewish evangelists and the witness of other people who are saved during this time period. 

Ephesians 4:19 says: 

“Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.” 

“There’s a line that is drawn by rejecting our Lord,

Where the call of His Spirit is lost.

And you hurry along with the pleasure-mad throng.

Have you counted the cost?” 

We must conclude that millions of people will become saints even during the first part of the Tribulation Period (Rev. 6:9; 7:9-14). It’s interesting that the Scriptures do not give us any definite statements that these are only people who have never heard the Gospel. 

Where do we read this in the Bible? It’s only assumed but not actually taught in the Bible? I believe every person will have opportunity to be saved during the Tribulation Period whose heart is not hardened to the point of no return and whose eyes the Lord has not judicially blinded because of their hardness. 

Revelation 7:9-14 records these remarkable words about salvation during the Tribulation Period. 

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

These great throngs of Gentile people are those who have responded to the Jewish witnessing throughout the seven-year tribulation period and who have come to Christ. They will be martyred during the Tribulation Period.

Now it seems to be a stretch of the imagination to assume that those heathen in far off distant lands, who have never heard the Gospel before the Rapture, will be the only ones included in this great multitude that are saved. Nothing in the text actually tells us this. The text actually says that they will be people from all nations – even the United States and other countries where the Gospel is clearly presented and preached to people. 

In all of the Scriptural references to saints, who are saved throughout the Tribulation Period, there is no understanding given that they are only those people who have never heard the Gospel before the Rapture. It would be unrealistic to say that only heathen tribes who have never been reached by the Gospel are included in this vast throng of people who come to Christ. Quiet frankly many of these heathen people, as we like to call them, are so heathen today, with their earthly animal worship and pagan beliefs, that one must wonder how many will respond to the Gospel even in the future Tribulation? Many of these people, like those heathen idolatrous worshippers mentioned in Romans 1:22-24, are the same kind of people that God gives up to their own sin and which will end up being blinded by God during the Tribulation Period because of their sinful deception. 
All that we do know is that great multitudes of people will respond throughout the entire world. And there is no hard scriptural evidence given that these millions of people are only those people who have never heard the Gospel before the Rapture. We simply know that many people will respond as they are affected by the events surrounding the rapture of the church and the revival of preaching about end time events and salvation during this coming day.  
Joel 2:32 makes this statement during the Tribulation Period:  

“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.” 
Paul uses this salvation text in Romans 10:13: 

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

In short, the offer of salvation will extend to all people throughout the Tribulation Period as it will be extended to the Jewish people at Christ’s return. There will be a “whosoever will” proclamation of the Gospel throughout all the nations during the Tribulation Period (Matt. 24:14). Let us not add our own teaching to these words by saying “whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” who have not previously rejected the Gospel message or who have never heard prior to the Rapture. This is simply an addition to what God really says and teaches in His Word. During the Tribulation Period millions will respond to this message of the Gospel while at the same time millions will harden their hearts. 

We must also remember that the angelic messenger preaches the “everlasting gospel” to the entire world during the midway crisis point of the Tribulation Period (Rev. 14:6). Because of this, it’s reasonable to assume that the entire world will have heard the Gospel, and they will still have opportunity to respond, prior to the marking system of the Antichrist (Rev. 14:9-11). 
Of course, some suggest that if we teach people can be saved during the Tribulation Period, who have previously heard the Gospel, that this means people are given a second chance. Yes, they are given a second chance while they are still living. In fact, God gives people many chances to be saved while they are still alive. The false doctrine regarding second chance has to do with having a chance to be saved after you die. No man can be saved after he dies (Heb. 9:27). There is no such thing as a second chance to be saved after you die. But there is a second, third, fourth and multitudes of chances to be saved until God decides to give you up to your own wickedness and hardness. As long as people are still breathing God gives them many chances to be saved. Their doom is only sealed because of the hardness of their own hearts and refusal to believe!  

Like the Pharisees, these people’s hearts will be hardened and far from God. Jesus said in Matthew 15:8: “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.” The question of salvation after the Rapture is not a hearing issue but rather a hardening issue. It is not a question of when a person has heard the Gospel but what their heart is like in the years following the Rapture. How hard a person’s heart is will determine their response to the Antichrist’s lie that he is God.  If a person’s heart been hardened past the point of no return (“past feeling” – Eph. 4:19) God will judicially blind them and they will be damned. Let’s repeat our verse. 
2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 

“And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth (during the first three and one half years of the Tribulation Period), that they might be saved. And for this cause (their rejection of the Gospel light for three and one half years) God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie (that the Antichrist is God). That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

Some people think that they will just wait until after the church is raptured and then decide to get saved but this is no guarantee. You might never get saved after the Rapture if your heart is conditioned against God in this present time. “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still…” (Rev. 22:11). This is the sad commentary and conclusion of the hearts and lives of many people. People continue on in their road of rebellion against God because of their love for sin (John 3:19) and their failure to receive truth (2 Thess. 2:10; Rev. 16:9). This will take place during the Tribulation Period. However, many hearts will also be softened. 
Daniel 12:10 speaks of the Tribulation Period and says: 
“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.” 

So here is the conclusion. Many people who are wicked will continue to be wicked during the Tribulation Period but “many” will be “purified” in the merits of Christ’s own righteousness and stand up for Him in this terrible time. These are the multitudes of people who have not allowed their hearts to be completely hardened before the Rapture or during this future time period. They will give consideration to the Lamb and His saving program for their lives during the Tribulation Period. 

The Scriptures seem to convey this truth. By the middle of the Tribulation Period, when the Antichrist makes his bold and blasphemous claim to be God (2 Thess. 2:4), those who have consistently hardened their hearts and resisted the truth of the Gospel for nearly three and one half years will suffer God’s delusion and believe the lie of the Antichrist (2 Thess. 2:10-11). They will refuse to believe in spite of the previous testimony of martyred saints (Rev. 6:9-11; 13:7), the 144,000 Jewish witnesses (Rev. 7), the angelic preacher (Rev. 14:6-7), and the message of the two witnesses which begins at the middle of the Tribulation Period (Rev. 11:1-6). These people will receive the mark of the beast and pass the point of no return (Rev. 14:9-11). Prior to this time they will have had the opportunity to be saved like the millions of others who have already come to faith in Christ but who have died (Rev. 6:9; 7:14). 

The lesson is this. Repeatedly ignoring God’s call and message upon the heart can lead to a calloused heart no matter when you are living. It does not matter whether a person is living in the days prior to the Rapture of the Church (1 Tim. 4:2), or during the three and one half years following the Rapture (2 Thess. 2:10-11), before the Antichrist rises to world power and makes the claim that he is God. The following verses remind us of the importance of responding to the message of the Gospel while it is being impressed upon our hearts. 
Jesus said in John 12:36: 

“While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light.” 

Isaiah 55:6 says: 

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.”  

PAGE  
2

