When Was Christ Crucified?

(By Pastor Kelly Sensenig)

Have you ever asked yourself the question, “On what day was Jesus crucified?” Some people have concluded that He was crucified on Wednesday others Thursday and many still believe that He was crucified on Friday? This has been debated over the years within the church. Equally good men cannot agree on the actual day of Christ’s death. However, in this message I would like to try and look at the questions and controversies surrounding the day of Christ’s death and try to answer this question in a Biblical and literal fashion. We must lay aside our preconceived notions and search the Scriptures in order to find out what the Bible really teaches in this subject. 

It does not matter what religions teach or what tradition teaches on this matter of Christ’s death. It is the truth of the Bible that will stand the test of eternity.  We must go to the Bible in order to answer this question. Was Jesus crucified on Good Friday as tradition claims? I believe that Jesus was nailed to the cross and crucified on Wednesday and not on Friday. Nowhere in Scripture are we taught that Jesus was crucified on Friday. I actually believe that religions and traditions are responsible for this teaching more than the Word of God. 

Matthew 12:40 

“For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” 

This is the key verse that Christians use in order to promote a Wednesday crucifixion. This is done by taking the days literally and counting back three days from the Sunday resurrection. Jesus is very clear in what He is teaching. Jesus is saying that His death and resurrection is the anti-type of Jonah and his experience in the whale’s stomach. Therefore, we must come to the right conclusions in regards to Jonah’s experience and Christ’s subsequent experience in death and resurrection. 

Dr. Dwight Pentecost holds to a Friday crucifixion. Dr. Pentecost is highly respected as a dispensational and prophetic teacher. I owe much thanks to him for his prophetic teachings. No man has ever written an outline of the prophetic scriptures like Dwight Pentecost has in his book “Things to Come.” Nevertheless, I disagree with him on the matter of a Friday crucifixion. Another scholarly writer named Hoehner has said this concerning the words of Jesus in Matthew 12:40, “Admittedly, this is the most difficult verse for those who hold to a Friday crucifixion.” This is because if we take the Bible literally and at face value, we must conclude that Jesus was talking about three literal days or a 72-hour period of time that He would be in the grave. Just as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights, so the body of Jesus was in the grave for three days and three nights.  Why is that so hard to believe? The great fish could not hold Jonah and death could not hold the Lord Jesus! In order to arrive at a Good Friday crucifixion we must play “numerical gymnastics.” 
I do not think we have a clearer statement in all the Word of God than what Jesus says about His own death and resurrection from the grave. As I study God’s Word, I have come the conclusion that God is the God of exactness from Genesis to Revelation. God is precise in what he says and what He does. When Jesus speaks about three days He means three days. To try and construe a shorter time period seems to take away from the exactness of what Jesus is saying. The same Greek word for “day” which is used here is used in other places to indicate the daylight part of each day and the same Greek word for “night” is also used to indicate the evening part of each day. So according to Scripture, Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days (periods of daylight) and three nights (periods of evening) which add up to a total of seventy two hours. Many do not want to take this literally and try to shorten the length of time so that a Friday crucifixion can somehow be proven. 

Hoehner says, “In fact, if one did not have Matthew 12:40, it is unlikely that the Wednesday theory would have been suggested.” This may be true, but the fact of the matter is this. We do have Matthew 12:40 and we must take the words of Jesus literally in order to come to the conclusion as to when Jesus was crucified. There is no reason why we should not take the words of Christ literally. 

Jesus prophesies that His spirit would be in the heart or center of the earth for three days and three nights. This would out of necessity also mean that His body would be in the grave these same three days while his spirit resided in the place called Sheol or Paradise (Luke 16:22-26; 23:43; 1 Peter 3:19-20). It is also interesting to note that the time period between the death and resurrection of Christ is taken from the time of His arrival into the inner part of the earth and not when His body was actually buried.  If we take the three days (three normal periods of daylight and evening) to be literal days as we should, then we must argue for a Wednesday crucifixion. You can’t figure three days from Friday to Sunday if your life depended upon it. There is just no way that you can jam three days into one or one and a half days. Your mathematical algebra and calculus skills will not help you in figuring a Friday crucifixion. Count it for yourself. As I have already said, you will have to perform mathematical gymnastics in order to arrive at three days after a Friday crucifixion.  

Those who argue for a Friday crucifixion always want to emphasize the point that the Jews reckoned or counted any part of a day as one full day. Since the Jews reckoned part of a day as a full day, the “three days and three nights” could permit a Friday crucifixion. In other words, a part of one time period or time unit should be taken as a whole. Writers claim that expressions like this were common in Jewish usage, and seldom were employed in a literal sense to specify precise intervals of time.

Gleason Archer has said:

“According to ancient parlance (vernacular or manner of speaking), then, when you wished to refer to three separate twenty-four hour days, you said, “Three days and three nights” – even though only a portion of the first and third days might be involved.” 

For instance, Jesus said in Luke 13:32:
“And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.” 

Those who cater to the theory that the time expressions within Jewish culture were not to be taken literally point to the statement of Jesus in this particular verse.  We do know that Jesus was not saying that He would reach Jerusalem in exactly three days for Jesus did not reach Jerusalem in three days from this point in time. This would mean that Jesus simply used this expression or saying to convey that He had a mission in mind and that He would continue on the schedule He had set for Himself. His goal was to eventually reach Jerusalem where He would die. There were times that the Jews used this expression (“the third day”) to stress the idea of completion or reaching an intended goal in the future (“perfected”). In this particular instance Jesus did not intend to convey a literal interval time, as we know by His travels. Jesus used the expression “the third day” as a Jewish idiom to indicate that He would complete His future goal and plan to die upon the cross. The expression “the third day” then takes on the meaning of completion and reaching His goal of Calvary. 

The advocates of the non-literal words of Jesus would then conclude that what Jesus said in Matthew 12:40 must be construed in a similar non-literal fashion. However, you will notice that Jesus did not emphasize the three periods of daylight and three evenings of darkness in His statement in Luke 13:32 as He did in connection with His bodily resurrection in Matt. 12:40. When Jesus spoke about His resurrection from the dead He clearly emphasized that He would be in the heart of the earth for three days or three periods of daylight and darkness. The normal and literal approach to Scripture would allow us to conclude that Jesus was speaking of three days that consisted of the normal hours of daylight and darkness. 

Esther 4:16 also says:
 “Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.”  

Esther 5:1 then says:

Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king’s house, over against the king’s house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house. 
The non-literal approach to Jewish time is also argued from such a set of verses as these. The argument goes like this. If three days always meant three full days and nights or a total of 72 hours, then why did Esther put on her robe to visit the king on the third day? The answer to this question is that the fast in Esther’s day was said to be only “night or day” which actually means within the time frame of a three day period (Esther 4:16). This means that Esther could actually stop the fast before the final period of daylight ended on the third day. 
We must carefully recall that the actual time of “three days and three nights” is the way Christ spoke concerning His time in the heart of the earth (Matthew 12:40). This is much different than the three days or nights of Esther’s fast. Jesus said that He was going to be in the heart of the earth for three (full) days and three (full) nights. He did not say three days or three nights as it was clarified in Esther’s day. Esther understood the three nights or days as referring to a period of three days or nights, which may be shortened in part. Hence, a shortened period of time was in view in this case. On the other hand, Jesus chose His words carefully and expressed the truth about three days and three nights because He meant the fullness of three days and three nights and not merely the three days or nights like in Esther’s fast. This means that the fast in Esther’s day was not committed to a full three days and nights. Esther would be free to stop the fast and see the king on the third day of the fast as evening or the final period of daylight was being lost. This was when the king would probably be eating his evening meal and be in a good mindset to see Esther.  
In response and fairness to this Jewish time argument, we must conclude that the Jews did refer to part of a day as one unit of a day in their idiomatic expressions. However, this is not to say that Jews denied the literalness of a full day (24 hours) by concluding in every instance that only part of a day must be considered a full day. In other words, every time reference in Scripture that is associated with Jews is not to be taken in a shortened or abbreviated manner. The Jews were not programmed to think this way all the time, as some writers would seem to suggest and want us to believe. This is why the words of Jesus in Matthew 12:40 are different and must be considered literal days and not shortened days. One instance of a shortened three-day period in Scripture must not override every instance in Scripture. 

Advocates of this Friday crucifixion view conclude that when Jesus spoke about three days and three nights that He must have been referring to three twenty four hours or days only in part or piecemeal. This is how the Jews would understand the words of Jesus in Matthew 12:40. Jesus then spoke of three days and three nights only in the sense that a portion of the first three days and nights were involved. They conclude that the expression “three days and three nights” is merely an idiomatic expression of a three-day period of time. If this is true, are we to say that Jonah was not in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights? Where do we stop when we refuse to take the Bible literally? Maybe Jonah was not even in the belly of the fish. Do you see my point?  Particular notice is taken to the statement of Jesus in John 11:9 for those who hold to the partial day theory as equaling one whole day.

Jesus said in John 11:9: 

“Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man 

walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.” 

Please note that Jesus did not say that there were twelve hours in “a day.” He said that there were twelve hours in “the day.” Jesus was obviously referring to the Jewish custom of counting hours from the beginning of the daylight hour of 6:00 a.m.  Apparently Jesus was referring to the time of daylight and not to the actual length of a day. He was speaking of the daylight hours and not the total length of a day. This will be important to realize as we study about Jesus’ statement concerning His own resurrection. Therefore, if there are 12 hours of daylight in a day, then there are 12 hours of night in order to make up a 24-hour day. Twelve + twelve adds up to 24 hours. In reality, Jesus defined what a day really is in this passage. Jesus did not speak of the daylight in order to argue for a twelve-hour day in total length. He simply used this time of daylight to prove a spiritual point or lesson that the people must follow His spiritual light or illumination while it is in the world in this unique time. There is no thought of a shortened Jewish day. 

Many times this “part day” manner of speaking was simply a way of expressing communication to other people like we would today within our own culture. If I were to say to you that you must go to the dentist today at the hour of 1:00 p.m., you would understand this to mean that you must go to the dentist today. Even though the day had started at 12:00 a.m. you would understand that today you must go to the dentist at 1:00 p.m. In making this statement, I am saying that you must go to the dentist during a set time on a particular day. I am not clarifying that you must go to the dentist for 12 hours of daylight and 12 hours of the evening in order to be at the dentist the entire 24-hour day. I am simply saying that at a particular point in the day you must go to the dentist. If I would want to say that you must go to the dentist for the entire day, then I would have said that you must go to the dentist all day long and all night long. 

Jesus simply was conveying the idea that there are twelve hours of daylight in the course of a twenty four hour period of time. In view of what Jesus said in Matthew 12:40 and what He did not say in John 11:9, we must not press the Jewish day theory that part of a day actually equals an entire day in Jewish thinking. We should take the literal understanding of the words of Jesus and apply them to the timing of His death. In order to have even a partial three-day Jewish fulfillment of what Jesus said one must count only three hours on the Jewish end of Friday as one day. This is because Jesus died at three o’clock and the Jews wanted to get Jesus down off of the cross before the Sabbath began at six o’clock. Therefore, He died with only a few hours remaining before the end of the first Jewish day. One would have to conclude that only three hours would constitute one day.

We want to examine some charts dealing with the timing of Christ’s death and resurrection. However, before we do, we must conclude when Jesus actually arose from the grave.

Matthew 28:1-6 says:

“In the end of the sabbath (after the sabbath was past or over), as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week (the Jewish Sunday morning just before 6:00 a.m.), came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 

At dawn on the first day of the Jewish week, several women went to the tomb of Jesus. They knew where the Lord had been laid for they had seen Joseph and Nicodemus roll the stone over the door of the tomb (Matthew 27:55-56). The women were returning to the tomb on Sunday morning, now that the Sabbath was over, to anoint Jesus’ body for burial (Mark 16:1). 

We must remember that the dawning of the new Jewish week actually began at 6:00 p. m. on what we know to be Saturday evening. Sunday for the Jews began at the setting of the sun on Saturday evening. The Jewish Sunday began at 6:00 the evening before the hour of 12:00 a. m. as we know Sunday to begin. This means that the women were approaching the tomb long after their Jewish Sunday began. It was in the early morning at about 6:00 when dawn was beginning. The word dawn (“to grow light”) means that light was beginning to establish itself in the land. The actual understanding of the saying “in the end of the sabbath” is that the Saturday sabbath had ended and now the first day of the week had already come according to the Jewish reckoning of days. 

Mark 16:1-6 says it in even a clearer fashion:

“And when the sabbath was past (after the passing of the Sabbath day), Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week (on the Jewish Sunday morning), they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun (6:00 a.m.). And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre? And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.” 

It is clear that the regular Jewish Sabbath was over according to this passage. There could be no mistake about it. This is why the women were making their way to the tomb site. Some writers like Charles Halff argue that Jesus arose on the Jewish Saturday or Sabbath and suggest that the word “dawn” actually means to draw on or approach toward the Jewish Sunday. They suggest that Jesus actually arose before the Jewish Sabbath ended on Saturday evening. Their suggestion is that the sun was setting and it was getting dusk toward the first day of the Jewish week (Sunday). 
This conclusion breeds confusion! The word dawn means daylight and suggests that it was already in the Jewish morning of Sunday. To try and make dawn sunset seeks to be a total misunderstanding of what is being said. Second, the women would not be walking on the Sabbath to perform any rituals connected with burials. The idea that Jesus arose on the Jewish Sabbath is pressed because of the 72-hour time in the tomb. If Jesus died and was buried on Wednesday evening and was to remain in the tomb three days and three nights, then, out of necessity, He had to rise on the Jewish Sabbath in order to fulfill the prophecy about His resurrection. Therefore, some well-meaning writers try to stretch the meaning of what Matthew said about the morning appearance of the women. They want the women to appear at the tomb on the Jewish Saturday in order to prove that Jesus had risen from the grave before the end of the Jewish Sabbath and fulfill the prophecy that he gave about His own resurrection (Matthew 12:40).  

What we must remember about the prophecy that Jesus gave concerning His own resurrection is that He would be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights. He meant that He would rise some time after the three periods of daylight time and the three evenings of darkness. He would rise within the scope of time consisting of three days. This would mean that there is no need to press the exact 72-hour time period in order to arrive at a Jewish Saturday resurrection. The exactness has to do with three days and three nights and not the time period or hours involved in these three days and three nights. 

There would be some lingering amount of time that could elapse before Jesus would actually rise from the dead. This means that Jesus could have risen and did rise on the Jewish Sunday sometime after 6:00 p.m. (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1 & John 20:1). All these verses clearly teach that Jesus arose from the dead on the Jewish Sunday.  An important and often missed observation must be made at this point of time. The Bible suggests that the resurrection of Christ would occur after three days!

Matthew 27:63 

“Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days (not during three days) I will rise again.” 

Mark 8:31 says:

“And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days (not during three days) rise again.”

The Jews understood what Jesus meant when He said that He would be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights (Matt. 12:40). They understood this to mean that He would actually rise after three completed days. They understood that Jesus had prophesied that He would be in the heart of the earth for a total of three daylight hours and three evenings of darkness. And after these three daylight hours and three evenings of darkness, He would rise from the dead. Everyone understood what Jesus had meant by these words. He meant that He would rise some time after the three periods of daylight and the three evenings of darkness. 
This is one way that we can make sense out of the Jews statements and understanding of what Jesus meant in Matthew 12:40 when He spoke about three days and three nights. One must understand the “days” as daylight hours and “nights” as evening hours of darkness. Jesus obviously meant that He would be in the heart of the earth for a total period of three daylight hours and evening hours of darkness. Afterward or after these three days of actual elapsed time of daylight and darkness, Jesus would rise from the grave. This leaves open the possibility of a Wednesday crucifixion and the Sunday resurrection according to the Jewish hours of time. Jesus would actually rise after three periods of time consisting of daylight hours and evening hours. This would total three days in length. However, after this general period of three days, sometime before the fourth hour of Jewish daylight would dawn, Jesus would rise from the dead. 

This would mean that Jesus arose sometime after 6:00 p.m. or after the third day and third evening of time (“after three days”) on what would be the Jewish Sunday. Jesus would rise soon after the end of the Sabbath (Jewish Saturday) and sometime during the beginning of the first day of the week (Jewish Sunday). When the women came to the tomb at dawn, which would be later into their Jewish Sunday, Jesus had already risen and was gone. He arose some time between 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. according to the Jewish reckoning of Sunday. Christ had fulfilled the three days and three nights (three sections of time of daylight and darkness) prophecy that He had given in an exact way. Sometime before the fourth Jewish dawn had occurred, Jesus arose from the dead. If Jesus would have remained in the heart of the earth another time period of daylight, He would have not fulfilled His own prophecy of His resurrection in a direct way. 
The exact hours are not significant. This is because He had remained in the heart of the earth for three passing daylight hours and three passing nights as He said. Jesus never promised to rise on the exact third day or 72 hour period of time that His spirit went into Paradise. He promised that He would rise sometime after the third series of daylight and evening hours. He would rise within the scope of time consisting of three days. Thus, after the final evening, sometime prior to the next dawning day, Jesus arose. This allows for some play in the hours of time that Jesus was in the heart of the earth and keeps the resurrection on Sunday. It also keeps the prophecy of Jesus’ own resurrection accurate (Matt. 12:40). 

The women bought spices, aromatic oils, to anoint Jesus’ body early on the Jewish Sunday morning. This indicates that they did not expect Jesus to rise from the dead (Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34). Spices were poured over a dead body to counteract the odor of decay and as a symbolic expression of loving devotion. Embalming was not a Jewish custom.

It is also interesting to consider that the Jews did not accept evidence of identification of a dead body after three days, for corruption took place quickly in the East. Since the Sabbath fell on the third day after Christ’ death, it stands to reason that on Sunday it was already past the three-day period of Jesus’ death. Therefore, the women wanted to hurry so that they could legally identify Christ as being dead. Hence, this period of three full days and three full nights would serve to preclude all doubt that death had actually taken place and silence all suggestions that Christ might have been in a trance. Because of the evidence, the Jews would have to legally conclude that Christ died, since He remained dead for the full three days and three nights. 

The Greek historian Herodotus also testified that the anointing process did not take place until after three days when the spirit of the person was supposed to be gone. Jewish teaching emphasized that the spirit actually left the body after three days of death.  This is another reason why the women were taking sweet spices to anoint the body of Jesus after the three days (Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1). The women obviously bought (not brought) the spices at Market on Friday which would be a free working day between the non-working Passover Sabbath (Thursday) and the regular Jewish Sabbath (Saturday). This means that early on the Jewish Sunday morning these women came to anoint the body of Jesus. The good news is that Jesus wasn’t there! He had risen after the third day just as He had prophesied while on earth (Mark 8:31). 

Other verses seem to teach that Jesus rose on the actual third day, which seem to indicate that He could not have risen on the Jewish Sunday. This would actually be the fourth day. Writers against the Wednesday crucifixion argue that Jesus arose on the fourth day and not the third day, if He arose on Sunday. Let’s view some verses. 

Mark 9:31 says:

“For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day.” 

Mark 10:34 

“And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.” 

Matthew 16:21 

“From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.” 

Luke 9:22 

“Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.” 

Matthew 17:23 

“And they shall kill him, and the third day he shall be raised again. And they were exceeding sorry.”

Matthew 20:19 

“And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.” 

Luke 18:33 

“And they shall scourge him, and put him to death: and the third day he shall rise again.”

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 also says:

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” 

How do we reconcile these passages of Scripture with the fact that Jesus rose after three days? How could Jesus rise after the three days and on the third day? The answer lies in the fact that these two statements are similar in their meaning and understanding. We can assume the similarity of these statements by what the Pharisees requested concerning the guarding of the tomb of Jesus. 

Matthew 27:63-64 says:

“Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. 

The phrase “until the third day” must obviously mean until the completion of the time period that Jesus was talking about concerning His resurrection (Matt. 12:40). It must out of necessity refer to the general scope of time which consists of three days, until the completion of the third day, or the three days have expired. It could not refer to Christ rising on the third day, or else the prophecy of 72 hours in the grave would not be literally fulfilled. The Pharisees actually wanted the tomb guarded until the dawning of the fourth period of daylight. This is because when the fourth period of daylight would arrive, the prophecy of Jesus’ resurrection would become a flop and total failure in the eyes of the world. Jesus had promised to rise from the heart of the earth sometime in the area of the three time periods of light and three time periods of night. If this fourth period of daylight would begin and Jesus was still in the grave, then the resurrection could be proved to be a hoax. Thus, everyone understood that “until the third day” would mean the completion of the three days and the time immediately surrounding the three days of Jesus’ prophecy, which would extend into the Jewish Sunday morning. This is why the guards were still there when the women came to the tomb in the early dawning of what would be the fourth hour of daylight. 
Matthew 28:1-4 reads:

“In the end of the sabbath (after the sabbath was over), as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week (the Jewish Sunday morning just before 6:00 a.m.), came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers (guards) did shake, and became as dead men.” 
The Roman soldiers guarding the tomb were so frightened by the angel that they shook and apparently fainted. They had been sent there to seal and guard the tomb, but their power was useless before this angelic messenger. Please note that this occurred when they were still guarding the tomb after the exact three days had passed. They understood “until the third hour” as meaning that Jesus would be in the grave three daylight time periods and three evenings. This would mean that He could arise any time following the third day prior to the fourth morning of daylight. No person had forgotten the words of the Lord Jesus when He was here.”

Matthew 12:40 

“For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so 

shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of 

the earth.” 

Everyone understood what Jesus had meant by these words. He meant that He would rise some time after the three days of daylight time and the three evenings of darkness. He would rise within the scope of time consisting of three days. This is why the guards were still guarding the tomb in the wee hours of the morning before the dawn. They knew that Christ promised to rise within the time frame of the three daylight and evening periods. Therefore, they were waiting until the fourth period of light began to be sure that no person would steal Christ from the tomb. Now let’s do some calculating. Here would be the Friday crucifixion figures when understanding that Christ was buried Friday evening just prior to 6:00 p.m. which would be on the beginning of the Jewish day of Saturday.
Friday Crucifixion Figures According to the Jewish Day (Beginning at 6:00 p.m.)

· Friday – (3 hours) - (3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) - part of a day = first day (this short time designation must be included in order to get the three days)

· Saturday – night & day (24 hours) – (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) = second day

· Sunday – night (12 hours) - (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m.) = third day
· Some advocates of this view begin to calculate on the Jewish day of Saturday (evening and day).  They calculate the evening and day as two separate days and then have Christ rising on Sunday, which according to their calculations would be the fulfillment of Christ rising on the third day (Mark 9:31, 10:33; 1 Cor. 15:4).                                                                        

However, this reasoning would total only 39 hours from the time of His death to His resurrection or 36 hours according to which view you adopt and not 72 hours. This would not coincide with Christ’s prediction in Matthew 12:40. Three full days can never be construed from this reasoning. You get the picture. In order for a Friday crucifixion you would have to construe the last three hours on the Jewish Friday as being one full day and the 24-hour period on Saturday as being the next two days. This seems to be a stretch of the imagination. Furthermore, it seems odd to try and construe the statement of Jesus (three days and three nights) as only meaning two nights and one day! I think that we need to look at another plausible solution what day Christ died upon the cross. 

There are those who hold to a Thursday crucifixion of Christ and try to hang on to the literal teaching of a seventy two hour period of time. However, they too fall short of the three-day period of time. Here would be the Thursday crucifixion figures when understanding that Christ was buried Thursday evening, just prior to 6:00 on the beginning Jewish day of Friday.

Thursday Crucifixion Figures According to the Jewish Day (Beginning at 6:00 p.m.)

· Friday – night & day (24 hours) - (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) = first day
· Saturday - night & day (24 hours) - (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) = second day
· Sunday - night (12 hours) - (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m.) = third day
This would total only 60 hours from his time of burial until His resurrection. If you add three more hours because of His actual death on Thursday evening at 3:00 p.m., then you would have 63 hours. Whatever scenario you use, you still fall short of 72 hours. This would only be two full days and a portion of another day. Close is not good enough. Almost three days is not three days in length. One must arrive at three days in order to understand Christ’s words as being literal. We must be accurate according to Christ’s prediction in Matthew 12:40. There is no room for conjecture when it comes to the three-day period. The length of time that Christ was in the heart of the earth was no less than three days.  

If we will just take Christ’s words to mean three literal days, then we will not have to play with numerical figures and try to invent theories about what Christ really meant when He said three days and three nights. Here would be the Wednesday crucifixion figures when understanding that Christ was buried Wednesday evening, just prior to 6:00 on the beginning Jewish day of Thursday. 

Wednesday Crucifixion Figures According to the Jewish Day (Beginning at 6:00 p.m.)

· Thursday – night & day (24 hours) - (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) = first day
· Friday – night & day (24 hours) - (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) second day
· Saturday – night & day (24 hours) - (6:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) = third day
This scenario can only give a literal fulfillment of Christ’s words in Matthew 12:40. When we add up the total amount of hours we can easily arrive at 72 hours. In fact, we can arrive at more than 72 hours if we understand that Christ arose early on Sunday morning. We must remember that the Jewish day actually ended at 6:00 our time Saturday evening. This means that Christ could have arose any time after 6:00 Saturday evening, according to Jewish time, and actually rise from the dead on the Jewish Sunday! When we take Christ literally, then we will at least arrive at a three-day period of time in order to know when Christ was crucified. We can count back from the Jewish Sunday when Christ arose and end up on Wednesday. Wednesday is the day of Christ’s crucifixion. This seems to be the only fair way to handle Christ’s words and still take days as literal days and the Bible literally. Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and nights (three normal periods of daylight hours and three evening hours). Soon after this period of time Jonah was vomited onto dry ground. In a similar way, Jesus would be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights (three normal periods of daylight hours and three evening hours). Soon after these three days Jesus would be resurrected from the tomb and be exhalted at the right hand of God the Father (Acts 2:32-33).

In order to arrive at a Wednesday crucifixion, we must explain several passages of Scripture and the timing related to certain events such as Christ’s death and the Jewish Sabbath days. 

1. We must consider the beginning of a Jewish day.

This has already been discussed to some extent in the above charts. However, in order to understand the timing of Christ’s death and resurrection, we must understand that the Jewish day began in the evening and not the morning as our day begins. The Bible from the very start establishes when a day is to begin. God was very clear in the Genesis account as to when a day begins by the accuracy of His statements. Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23 & 31 repeat God’s mind on the matter so that we cannot miss it.

5 “And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.” 

8 “And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.” 

13 “And the evening and the morning were the third day.” 

19 “And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.” 

23 “And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.” 

31 “And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was 

       very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.” 

This is unmistakable evidence given by God, which shows to us His established pattern for the beginning of a day. The evening was to be the start of the day and not the morning. According to God, a day begins in the evening. He mentions it very clearly six times. There can be no mistake about it. The Jews followed this God established pattern and started their days at 6:00 p.m. The Jewish day actually is running six hours ahead of our day, which begins as 12:00 a.m. This is important to realize in connection with the timing of the crucifixion of Christ. Christ actually was crucified before the new Jewish day began at 6:00 p.m. The Hebrews always recognized the fact that the evening came first to begin the day and the Hebrew Calendar was operated in this fashion. 

Leviticus 23:32 says:

It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath. 

The Bible time and Jewish time is figured from the evening and morning. However, our time is figured from the morning and evening.

2. We must consider the timing of Christ’s death.

John 19:14 says:
And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 
When John spoke about Pilate’s trial with Jesus and the sending away of Jesus to be crucified he used the well-known Roman time. The “sixth hour” according to the way that the Romans figured time (morning to evening) would be 6:00 a.m. The Roman day began at 12:00 a.m. and they normally counted hours from this starting point. Therefore, the sixth hour into the Roman day, which began at 12:00 a.m., would be 6:00 a.m. John reveals that Pilate’s trial and the sending away of Jesus to be crucified took place about the sixth hour or 6:00 a.m. by Roman reckoning of time. 

Mark 15:25 gives another twist to the timing of Christ’s crucifixion by saying:

“And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.”

Mark views the event of Christ’s actual crucifixion from the Jewish reckoning of time. The Jews would sometimes count hours from the evening (6:00 p.m.) which would be the start of their new Jewish day. However, unlike the Romans, the Jews would also count their actual daylight hours from the morning daylight hour of 6:00 a.m. Mark obviously is alluding to the Jewish counting system which began counting the daylight hours within the Jewish day from the 6:00 daylight hour. This is what Jesus was referring to when he said, “Are there not twelve hours in a day?” (John 11:9). Jesus was referring to the Jewish custom of counting hours from the beginning of the daylight hours. “Thus, the third hour according to the Jewish daylight counting system would be 9:00 in the morning. 

Using the Jewish method of counting hours from sunrise, Mark alone recorded that Jesus’ crucifixion took place at the third hour, that is, 9 a.m. There is no conflict with the time reference “the sixth hour” in John 19:14. As we have seen, John probably used the Roman (modern) method of counting hours from midnight; thus he put Jesus’ trial before Pilate at “about the sixth hour,” that is, approximately 6 a.m. But what about the difference in time or the time gap between the “sixth hour” (6:00 a.m. Roman time – John 19:14) and “the third hour” (9:00 a.m. into the Jewish time of daylight)? What took place in between this time period before Christ was actually crucified?

The interval of time between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m. was filled with Pilate’s additional verdicts on the two robbers (see Luke 23:39-41- they had obviously received the same trial and sentence of insurrection), the soldiers’ mockery (see Mark 15:16-20), and preparations for the three crucifixions of the day.

This filled the time between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. when Christ was actually crucified upon the cross.  The Bible goes on to reveal that Christ actually died at about 3:00 p.m. This means that Jesus Christ hung upon the cross for six grueling hours. 

Matthew 27:45-46
“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 

Matthew records that Jesus died “about the ninth hour.” This was 3:00 p.m. according to the Jewish way of counting their daylight time. Remember that the Jews counted the hours of daylight from the 6:00 a.m. sunrise even though their day had begun the evening before at 6:00 p.m. The ninth hour, when counting from the 6:00 sunrise, would be 3:00 p.m. It was nearing the end of another Jewish day. A Sabbath day would begin the very next Jewish day at 6:00 p.m. This is why Jesus had to be taken down from the cross. We will explain this scenario later. For now, let us understand that Jesus did die at 3:00 p.m. according to the Jewish way of reckoning daylight hours. 

From the “sixth hour” (12:00 noon) until the time of Jesus’ death at about the “ninth hour” (3:00 p.m.), there was darkness covering the land of Israel (see also Luke 23:44-45). This time of darkness was when Jesus actually bore the sins of the entire world and the judgment connected with those sins. The eerie blackness was a reminder of the blackness of sin and sin’s judgment, which Jesus faced upon the cross on the behalf of all lost mankind. 

John 19:14 – “about the sixth hour” (6:00 a.m. according to Roman time) when Jesus’ trial occurred and when Pilate sent Jesus away to be crucified (Mark 15:1 “straightway in the morning”).

*Romans normally figured hours of time from the start of their day,

  which was 12:00 p.m. The sixth hour would be 6:00 a.m.

Mark 15:25 – “ninth hour” (9:00 a.m. according to Jewish time) was when Jesus was actually crucified upon the cross.

*The Jews would count their actual daylight hours from the morning

 hour of 6:00 a.m. (John 11:9 – “Are there not twelve hours in a day”). 

The interval of time between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m. was filled with Pilate’s additional verdicts on the two robbers (see Luke 23:39-41- they had obviously received the same trial and sentence of insurrection), the soldiers’ mockery (see Mark 15:16-20), and preparations for the three crucifixions of the day.

Matthew 27:45-46, Luke 23:44-45 - From the “sixth hour” (12:00 noon) until the time of Jesus’ death at about the “ninth hour” (3:00 p.m.), there was darkness covering the land of Israel. This is when Jesus bore the sins of the world. 

3. We must consider the Feast Days related to Israel.

Israel’s feast days typically pointed to the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Christ. The Jews were given very clear instructions concerning what days to celebrate their feasts. God was very exact and precise in His instructions, which He gave to the Jewish nation. 

The Feast of Passover

(Pictures the crucifixion & death of Christ)

Exodus 12:1-2

“And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.” 

God gave Moses and Aaron instructions for the original Passover. The day of Passover was to be held on the first month of the year. This particular month was referring to the new religious calendar that God was giving to national Israel. We must remember that Israel had both a civil calendar that they followed and a religious or sacred calendar, which God established for them. The month that Passover would occur was referred to as “the beginning of months” or the beginning month of their new religious calendar year. 
The events in this chapter occurred in the seventh month according to the actual civil year, which began in September and ran through part of October. However, this actually would become the first month in Israel’s religious calendar and would correspond today to part of our March and April according to the way the Jewish sacred calendar was figured. This particular Jewish month is called Abib (literally “fresh young ears”) when barley harvest began. Abib was the earlier name given to this month (Exodus 13:4; 23:15; 34:18; Deut. 16:1). After Israel was taken into captivity the names of 4 out of their 12 religious months were given Babylonian names. Also, the month of Abib was now changed to the Babylonian name Nisan (see Neh. 2:1; Es. 3:7), which means “early” or “start.” With a new religious calendar the Israelites were to receive a new identity as the favored people of the true God. The first month of their religious calendar was the time when Passover was to be observed. But God was even more specific about the timing of Passover.

Exodus 12:6
“And ye shall keep it up until (up to) the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening (the evening of the 13th before the 14th Jewish day begins at 6:00).”

This is an important verse to understand in connection with the events of Christ’s death and the Passover Feast. When God says that the people of Israel were to keep the Lamb “until the fourteenth day of the month” (not through the 14th day), He is saying that they were only allowed to keep the Lamb alive for no more than four days (the 10th to the 14th). This means that they could only keep their lambs up to the beginning of the 14th Jewish day, which began at evening. On the tenth day of the month (vs. 2) they were to take a lamb and keep it alive until the evening of the 14th (four days) before the actual fourteenth Jewish day began at 6:00 in the evening (vs. 6). The understanding of the Jews was that the Lamb had to be killed before the 14th day began at 6:00 in the evening. This means that the animal would have to be slain on what was actually the end of the Jewish day on the 13th of Nisan. The Jews could only keep the lamb four days or “unto” (up to but not through) the fourteenth day. The lamb was to be slain on the evening before the arrival of the 14th and then the actual Passover feast and celebration took place on the new Jewish day of the 14th  of Nisan.  

This important observation will let us know that the original Passover lambs were slain on the evening of the thirteenth before the arrival of day fourteen. The Jews would then celebrate a Passover Feast on the 14th day (the next day – Exodus 12:8) in commemoration of the Lord’s Passover which actually took place at midnight on the Jewish day of the 14th (Exodus 12:29). The Lamb was sacrificed on the evening of the 13th as the Jewish day ended and the actual Passover occurred at midnight on the new Jewish day of the 14th of Nisan. There needed to be a Lamb before the Passover came!

Exodus 12:3, 5-7

 “Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: And ye shall keep it up until (up to) the fourteenth day of the same month (four days): and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening (of the fourth day). And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.”

You will notice that God gave very clear instructions concerning what lambs were to be sacrificed and when the lambs were to be sacrificed. They were to take a lamb that was free from blemish (typifying the sinless sacrifice of Christ - Hebrews 9:14) and were to keep it up to the beginning of the 14th day.  This means that they were to sacrifice the lamb on the evening of the 13th day of their religious month Nisan before the beginning of the 14th day. This Jewish religious calendar date would correspond to our calendar year of April 13. On the evening (literally “dusk or twilight”) of April 13 each animal was to be killed. This meant either between sunset and dark or between the hours of 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. The latter time period is probably correct because it would allow more time for slaughtering and preparing the animals before the next Jewish day and Sabbath began at 6:00 p.m. 
This extra time would be needed later when many sacrifices would be offered at the sanctuary. What God is saying to Moses and Aaron is that when the sun begins to decline and set, between three and five o’clock in the afternoon on the 13th, you must slay the animals. In doing this, you will be preparing yourselves for the actual Passover feast on the 14th day when God would pass through he land of Egypt smiting the Egyptians and sparing His children. You must in one sense slay the animals between the two Jewish evenings of the old and new day. 
Since the new day was reckoned from sunset, the sacrificing of the lamb or goat was done before sunset, while it was still day 13 of the first religious month. Later Moses would prescribe the time for the sacrifice as “at twilight, at the going down of the sun” (see Deut. 16:6). According to Josephus, it was customary in his day to slay the lamb at about 3:00 p.m. You will remember that this was the time of day that Christ, the Christian’s Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7), died (Luke 23:44–46).

The other verses that mention the actual slayings occurring on the fourteenth day of the month (Numbers 9:3; 28:16; 2 Chronicles 30:15; 35:1) must be understood in relationship to the initial practice given by Moses in Exodus 12:6. The references must refer to the time between the two Jewish evenings when the sun was setting and the new Jewish day was fast approaching. In essence, they refer to the last portion of day thirteen as day fourteen approached. The children of Israel were to actually roast the lamb and consume the lamb on the new Jewish day of the 14th of Abib or Nisan. This was the real feast of the Passover. The slaying of the animals was the preparation for the Passover when God would pass over their homes on the following Jewish day. 
The slaying of the Passover lambs was to occur on the Jewish evening of the 13th in the month of Abib. This is when the sacrifice of the lambs would take place. This was when the final Lamb, the Lord Jesus Christ would be sacrificed. He would be sacrificed on the same evening when all the other lambs were sacrificed for the people to indicate that He was the actual fulfillment of all the lambs that were offered in view of the Old Testament day of Passover. This means that Jesus was crucified at 3:00 p.m. according to Jewish time on their evening of April 13th. Matthew records that Jesus died “about the ninth hour” (Matt. 27:46). This was 3:00 p.m. according to the Jewish way of counting their daylight time. This means that Jesus died about 3:00 on the Wednesday evening of April 13th during the exact time when the Passover lambs were to be sacrificed and die. 
This was not accidental! Jesus Christ became the final Lamb that died on the cross. And He died in the exact time when the lambs were to be sacrificed for Passover! Christ’s death was what the original Passover lambs typically represented. Their blood upon the doorposts meant that God’s judgment would pass over them. The children of Israel would apply the blood of the slain animal on the three sides of the their door frames in order to save them from God’s coming judgment. So Christ has shed His own blood for us upon the cross in order to save us from the judgment of eternal Hell. The blood of the spotless sacrifice (1 Pet. 1:19) was put on the top and at the two sides of the door. Thus, without realizing it, they were symbolizing the cross itself in this act.
1 Corinthians 5:7 says:

“For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.”

Exodus 12:18,21 reminds us of this momentous event: 
“In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread (not slay the animals), until the one and twentieth day of the month at even. Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.”  
I take this to mean that Moses was simply passing on more detailed instructions about the slaying of the Passover lambs to the leading elders of the people. Further details are given concerning how to sprinkle the blood on the door. The hyssop may picture faith, which makes a personal application of the blood of Christ. The phrase “on the fourteenth day of the month” must be understood in connection with the actual passing of the death angel on the Jewish evening of the 14th at midnight (Exodus 12:29) and not the actual time when the sacrificing of the lambs took place.  
The fourteenth day does not indicate the day of the sacrificing of the Passover lambs which was to be done in the evening of the 13th prior to the new day (up to) the 14th day (Exodus 12:6). However, it was on the new evening and day of the 14th when the Jews were to eat the roasted lamb with unleavened bread and when their homes were actually bypassed by the God of judgment (see Exodus 12:8-11). The fourteenth was the real Passover. It was on this day (the 14th) that the Jews would celebrate the time when God’s judgment passed over them and when His grace and mercy was marvelously displayed.  
Leviticus 23:4-5 also peaks about this memorable Jewish evening of the 14th when the Lord of judgment passed over the people and spared their lives:

“These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations (sacred assemblies), which ye shall proclaim in their seasons. In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’S passover.”

The actual Passover feast was held on the 14th day of the month of Abib or Nisan after the lambs had been slain the night before. This evening feast of the new Jewish day would be a constant reminder to the nation of what actually happened on that Jewish evening of the 14th at the hour of midnight (Exodus 12:29). God passed over His people in grace. When Jesus arrived on the scene, John the Baptist knew that Jesus was the true Passover lamb because of what He said. “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). John recognized that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Old Testament Passover lamb that was sacrificed. This particular year, Jesus was the Lord’s Passover lamb (Exodus 12:11).  

The Feast of Unleavened Bread

(Pictures the sinless offering of Christ)

Leviticus 23:6 says:

“And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.”

This feast day followed on the heels of the Passover feast on the 14th. It began on the 15th day of the Month of Abib or Nisan. This Jewish day of the 15th began at 6:00 in the evening following the Passover feast on previous Jewish day. This is when the seven-day feast of Unleavened Bread began. The two feasts were sometimes considered to be one feast since they were interlocked together. The names of these two feasts are often used interchangeably. The Jews were already instructed to eat the animal without leaven bread on the Passover which fell on the 14th of Nisan (Exodus 12:8). Therefore, Matthew and Mark consider the Passover and Unleavened Bread as one feast (Matthew 26:17; Mark 14:1). In fact, the entire week of Israel’s feast days became known as Passover week and the days of unleavened bread (see Luke 2:41; 22:1; Acts 12:3-4; Acts 12:3). 
During the seven-day feast of unleavened bread the Jews were to rid their homes of all leaven. Leaven is a type of sin in the Scripture (1 Cor. 5: 8). As far as Christ is concerned, He became leaven for us by taking all our sins upon Himself and carrying away our sins that brought God’s judgment upon our lives. This particular feast day is first of all typical of what Christ has done for us in connection with His death upon the cross. Jesus died so He could judicially take away all of the sinful leaven from our lives and give us acceptance before God (Hebrews 9:28). Of course, only a perfect and sinless (unleavened) sacrifice could bear the sins of the world and become a substitute in the place of sinners. Therefore, the Feast of Unleavened Bread points to the sinless substitutionary offering of Christ upon the cross as the holy, sinless and undefiled Lamb of God (Hebrews 7:26). Jesus bore the sins of lost humanity and the judgment connected with those sins as He hung upon the cross. The absence of yeast suggested that those who were under the safety of the shed blood upon the doorframes were free from the corruption and judgment of sin before a holy God.
The Feast of Firstfruits

(Pictures the resurrection of Christ)

Leviticus 23:10-11 says:

“Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: And he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.” 

The New Testament clearly reveals that Christ was prefigured in the Old Testament offering of the firstfruits of the Jewish harvest. 

1 Corinthians 15:20 says:

“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.” 

Christ is pictured as the firstfruits of a greater harvest of resurrection to come. Jesus Christ was the first to rise from the dead so that a much larger harvest of resurrected people could follow. 

1 Corinthians 15:23 

“But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.” 

The typical teaching of the feast of firstfruits then predicts of Christ’s own resurrection. He is like the firstfruits of the harvest, which the nation offered up to God. Jesus Christ arose from the dead on the very day that the firstfruits were offered. Please note that this feast day in typology of our Lords own resurrection occurred on the Sunday morning after the normal Jewish Sabbath (Saturday - “on the morrow after the sabbath” – Lev. 23:11). 

Numbers 28:26

“Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work.” 

The Scriptures are 100% accurate! Jesus would rise from the dead after the three days and three nights in the heart of the earth following the Sabbath. Sometime on the early Jewish morning following the Sabbath (“on the morrow after the sabbath”) Jesus rose from the dead. He arose early Sunday morning after the Sabbath had ended. This fulfills what Jesus said and which we have studied about already. The Bible suggests that the resurrection of Christ would occur after three days!

Mark 8:31 

“And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three days (not during three days) rise again.” 

Matthew 27:63 

“Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days (not during three days) I will rise again.” 

The Jews understood what Jesus meant when He said that He would be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights (Matt. 2:40). They understood this to mean that He would actually rise after three completed days. Jesus would rise “on the morning after the sabbath.” He would rise early on the Jewish Sunday morning after the completion of the normal Jewish Sabbath, which ended on Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. Jesus would rise sometime during the Jewish Sunday morning on the first day of the week between 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. The accuracy of the New Testament record of Christ’s resurrection to the Old Testament teaching and typology is another proof of the inspired Scriptures.  

Some writers seem to suggest that the Feast of Firstfruits may have been on the first day of Unleavened Bread (15th day) following the Passover Sabbath or either on the last day of the Feast or Unleavened Bread (21st day) which was considered to be another Sabbath day observance. I find no reason to try and speculate what day this feast occurred in connection with the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The Bible itself tells us that it occurred after the normal Jewish Sabbath day, which was on Saturday the 17th. The entire seven-day feast began on Thursday evening of Passover (14th of the new Jewish day) and carried through the next seven days (14th - 21st). 
The Scripture seems to suggest that the Feast of Firstfruits was interlocked or connected to the Feast of Unleavened Bread even as the Feast of Unleavened Bread was connected to the Feast of Passover. It seems natural to regard this day (Feast of Firstfruits) as a special part of the Unleavened Bread celebration, which was in progress at the time.  Therefore, the Feast of Firstfruits was to be observed within the seven-day period of time on the Jewish Sunday following the normal Jewish Sabbath, which was on Saturday (“on the morning {Sunday morning} after the sabbath – Leviticus 23:11). This is very important to realize since Christ is called the firstfruits. “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15:20). “But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:23). 

The time of His resurrection is clearly stated in Matthew 28:1: “In the end of the sabbath (after the Jewish sabbath was already over at 6:00 p.m. the previous evening), as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week (the dawning of the Jewish Sunday morning twelve hours after the Sabbath was over), came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.” 

On the first day of the week, Christ, “the firstfruits” was resurrected from the dead. He arose on the Jewish new day of Sunday, which began sometime after the ending of the Jewish Sabbath on Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. This means that Jesus rose from the dead sometime on the Jewish Sunday between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. before the women came to the tomb. 

We must therefore conclude by Old Testament teaching that Jesus died on the Wednesday evening of April 13th and was already in the grave during the Feast of Passover, which was held on the 14th of Nisan (Thursday). He also was in the grave for the first two days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Friday & Saturday – April 15-16) and then rose again after three days, which would be early on the Jewish Sunday morning (April 17th) before the fourth hour of daylight. Jesus said that He would be in the heart of the earth for only “three days and three nights” (Matt. 12:40) and not four periods of daylight. 

This resurrection was in direct fulfillment of the typology of the Feast of Firstfruits. The Feast of Firstfruits was held in connection with the Feast of Unleavened Bread even as the Feast of Unleavened Bread was held in connection with the Feast of Passover. It seems natural to regard this day (Feast of Firstfruits) as a special part of the Unleavened Bread celebration, which was in progress at the time. Together all these feasts formed a Sabbath week of sacred instructions that God had given to Israel in order to typically portray the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. According to typology, Christ was prefigured to rise after the Jewish Sabbath, which would be Sunday. This is why Christians celebrate the resurrection on Sunday (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2). 

Jesus arose from the grave on the Jewish Sunday morning of April 17th in fulfillment of the Old Testament predictions. It’s also very interesting to read about the ark and when the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. 

Genesis 8:3-4 says:
“And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.”

The type of the ark cannot be missed. The ark is the picture of the Lord Jesus Christ who sailed through the waters of God’s judgment on our behalf. Noah and his family were in the ark of safety. Christ is our ark of safety that took the wrath of God in our stead (1 Peter 3:18-21). This was the first part of the Gospel message seen in typology. The second part of the Gospel message deals with Christ’s resurrection. There is no Gospel without the resurrection! The Bible says that the ark landed upon the dry land in the seventh month (civil month) and on the seventeenth day of the month. This landing of the ark on dry ground prefigures the resurrection of Christ out of the waters of the Father’s judgment and His preparation for His ascension into the heavenlies. 

We must also remember that the civil month in Noah’s time would in the future coincided with the month of April on the sacred or religious Hebrew calendar which God would give to the nation of Israel. Of even more interest is that the ark landed upon dry ground on the seventeenth day of this month!  What is God trying to teach us about Christ? He is beginning to share the story of Christ’s resurrection in typology as it is seen in the grounding of Noah’s ark and later on in the Feast of Firstfruits. By giving these precise dates and days we can know that Jesus would rise from the dead on the Jewish religious month of Nisan which corresponds to our April 17th. It is the same day that the ark rested on the land and the same day when the Feast of Firstfruits was held. All of this was prefiguring the day when Jesus would rise from the dead. It would be on the Jewish Sunday morning of April 17th after the regular Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) sometime before the first visitors came to the tomb at dawn. The Scriptures are remarkably accurate to the very minute detail. This is why Jesus said “the Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35).

4. We must consider the Sabbath days of Israel.

The real confusion that surrounds the day of a Wednesday crucifixion is the Sabbath. There needs to be some explanation about the Sabbath day and days held in connection with Israel’s Passover week. 

John 19:14 says:
“And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!” 
When Pilate made his well-known statement, it was said to be on the preparation day or the day before the Passover. 
John 19:31 also speaks of this important day:
“The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high - great day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.”
Because of the Law a body was not to remain exposed on a tree (or cross) overnight and certainly not on a Sabbath day. A person so executed was under God’s curse and his body if left exposed would ceremonially defile the land (see Deut. 21:22-23). They had to be buried on the day of their execution. Therefore, it was needful to get the dead body of Jesus down from the cross before the new day began and especially in view of the beginning of the great or special Sabbath day which began that evening at 6:00 p.m. 

John 19:42

“There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews’ preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.” 

The question is usually asked, “If Jesus died on Wednesday, then why is it said that He must quickly be taken off the cross before the Saturday Sabbath begins?” Those who hold the traditional view of a Friday crucifixion conclude that the only Sabbath that is being referred to is the Saturday Sabbath. Herein lies the problem. The Sabbath that John has within his mind in this section of Scripture is not the normal Jewish Sabbath, which was held on Saturday. In view of the important period of time in which John writes, he has in mind the weeklong Passover Sabbath that God gave to Israel. We have just studied about this in the past section. Israel celebrated a week long Sabbath which came to be called the Passover Week. This week contained the Feasts of Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits. It was a sacred and holy Sabbath week on the Jewish religious calendar. It’s also interesting that the plural form of the word Sabbath can be implied, which actually indicates that there were several Sabbaths in John’s mind when he wrote. These would be the Sabbaths of Passover, Unleavened Bread and Firstfruits. The single Jewish Sabbath day of Saturday was not in John’s mind in since the Jews were expecting their entire Passover week to begin. 

The fact that it was the “preparation” day before the coming Sabbaths would seem to indicate that it was the day when the Jews made the necessary preparations for the coming Passover week of celebration (Luke 2:41; Acts 22:1). They would have to be sure the Lamb was ready and fit to be sacrificed and all the leaven was out of their homes. They would have to gather the Firstfruits in order to present to the Priest. Many preparations needed to be made for the upcoming religious week, which would begin on the coming Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m. The other verses, which deal with the preparation day, can be figured from a Wednesday crucifixion without doing damage to any Biblical context. The argument has always been that the day of preparation is always before the weekly Sabbath, namely Friday. This does not have to be necessarily true, especially in the light of the weeklong Sabbath that was about to begin according to Israel’s sacred Calendar.  

Matthew 27:62 says:

“Now the next day (Thursday – beginning the Passover week), that followed the day of the preparation (Wednesday), the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate.” 

Mark 15:42
“And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day (Wednesday) before the sabbath (before the weekly Passover Sabbath).”

Luke 23:54

“And that day (Wednesday) was the preparation, and the sabbath (Passover Sabbath week) drew on.”
There is no unnatural understanding of these verses or forced meanings when one views the Passover week as the weekly Sabbath that is in view instead of the one day Saturday Sabbath. The Jews of the New Testament times fully regarded the Passover Sabbath as a weeklong Sabbath event that was sacred to their history and nation. According to the Jewish Calendar, the preparation for the Sabbath at this particular season of time, was clearly understood as referring to the day before the Passover Sabbath week or the week of Unleavened Bread would begin. This understanding makes good sense and provides a satisfactory answer to the Sabbath question. 

This would mean that the Passover preparation was on Wednesday (13th day of Nisan) and the actual Passover feast and celebration was held on Thursday (the 14th day of Nisan). It would also mean that Jesus died at the close of the Wednesday evening (13th day of Abib or Nisan), which was the Passover Preparation. This was the same time when the evening sacrifices were to be made (Exodus 12:6). It would also mean that Christ was then in the grave during the Jewish Passover day (Thursday) while the Jews were eating the Passover Feast. He was also in the grave the first two days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, being Friday and Saturday, Saturday being their regularly observed Sabbath.  After the regular Jewish Sabbath day, Christ arose from the dead. This occurred between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.  

These verses that speak of the preparation day (Matt. 27:62; Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54) seem to fit into the scheme of the Wednesday crucifixion when viewing the Sabbath as the entire Passover Sabbath week which would begin on Thursday. But what about those verses that speak about the killing of the Passover lamb on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread instead of on the preparation day or day before the Passover Week begins? Wouldn’t this be a different time reference?

Mark 14:12 says:

“And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passover?” 
The time designation, “And the first day of unleavened bread,” likely refers to the beginning of the seven-day feast (14th of Nisan – Thursday), which began following the last of the Jewish day and evening on the 13th when the slaying of the lambs took place. Once again, one must understand that the entire Passover Week or total length of seven days was also called the Feast or Days of Unleavened Bread (Luke 22:1). In addition, the qualifying clause (“when they killed the passover”) would indicate that Mark had the previous day of the 13th in mind when the animal sacrifices actually took place since they were so closely linked together – one immediately following the other. 
Mark uses many of these qualifying statements throughout his book to clarify the importance of a certain time (1:32, 35; 4:35; 13:24; 14:30; 15:42; 16:2). Mark was qualifying what he was saying and was actually referring to the usual sacrificial day and time when the lambs were slaughtered. This was before the actual beginning of the week of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (the entire seven-day feast). This saying must be understood to mean that the weeklong Feast of Unleavened Bread was about to begin with the Passover celebration (on the new Jewish day – Thursday); therefore, preparation needed to be made in the day when the animals were sacrificed - Wednesday. The Lamb had to be slain. This would be the day before the actual weeklong Feast Day would begin – the 13th of Nisan. 

Like Luke (Luke 22:1,7), Mark looked ahead to the soon arrival of the weeklong feast, and spoke of the feast week and the preparation for the feast in the same time reference, even though a difference in day and time was understood.  The two were linked together and therefore were dealt with simultaneously, even though the timing of the preparation (13th) and the actual feast days were on different days (14th – 21st). Mark was looking ahead to the 14th and the beginning of the weeklong feast days as he spoke on the actual day of the 13th (“when they killed the passover”).

The passage of Matthew 26:17 must also be studied in light of Mark’s account and the saying, “when they killed the passover.” Since the Passover meal had to be eaten within Jerusalem’s walls, the disciples asked Jesus where He wanted them to go and make preparations (Mark 14:16) for the meal. 

Some writers suggest that the preparation for the Passover feast and the Passover supper actually took place on Tuesday evening. However, there is no need to press this point. The fact that it was the preparation day, when the lambs would be slain for Passover, would indicate that it was no longer Tuesday evening but the new Jewish evening and day of Wednesday, which began at 6:00 p.m. Matthew 26:20 says, “Now when the even (the new Jewish day and evening of Wednesday) was come (already started), he sat down with the twelve.” Mark says it this way, “And in the evening (new Jewish evening on Wednesday) he cometh with the twelve” (Mark 14:17). Luke says, “and when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles with him” (Luke 22:14). 
This would mean that Jesus told the disciples to prepare the Passover early on the Jewish evening of Wednesday since the Scripture records that it was the day “when they killed the passover.” The disciples assumed they would eat this “family feast” with Him (Mark 14:15). These preparations and the Passover feast would out of necessity occur very early on Wednesday the 13th day of Abib or Nisan. This would have to be true since Christ would be sacrificed at the close of the same Wednesday (some 15 hours later – 9:00 a.m.) prior to the week or days of Unleavened Bread which began that night at 6:00 p.m.  It is equally true that the Lord had to eat the Passover Supper very early in the 13th of Nisan so that He could be crucified at the end of the day when the Passover animals were to be sacrificed. We will explain this scenario in a moment. 

Luke 22:1,7 also records:

(1) “Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh (the day before the 

seven-day feast), which is called the Passover.” 

(7) “Then came the day of unleavened bread (the closing of the Jewish evening on the 13th as the Feast of Unleavened Bread fast approached), when the passover must be killed.”

In a similar fashion, Luke records that the weeklong Jewish Feast of Unleavened Bread (the Days of Unleavened Bread or Passover Week) was fast approaching. As the day of Unleavened Bread or the beginning of the weeklong Sabbath of Unleavened Bread began (which would include the Passover Feast) the Passover animal would have to be killed. This means that Luke was expecting the Passover lamb to be killed on the evening of the 13th of Nisan before the weeklong or really seven-day Sabbath would begin. The statement, “Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be killed” is understood as meaning the soon arrival of the Jewish evening (6:00 p.m - Thursday evening - the new Jewish day) when the week long feast would begin. 
This would actually be the closing light of the previous day, the 13th of Nisan, or the closing hours of sunlight when the new Jewish day (the 14th of Nisan) was about to begin at 6:00 that night. You must once again remember the Old Testament instructions originally given by Moses to the people. They were to keep the animal up to the 14th day of Nisan or up to the beginning of the Passover Week celebration. In between the two Jewish evenings (the 13th and 14th) they were to slay the animal. As the sun sets and the old day is closing out; it’s then that the Passover must be killed (see Deuteronomy 16:6). 

In summary, the gospel writers viewed the Feast of Unleavened Bread as the entire seven-day Sabbath period, which included the Passover Feast. Many times the Jews would use the Feast of Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread interchangeably as referring to the entire seven day Feast. Therefore, Mark and Luke were saying that the seven-day celebration of Unleavened Bread was fast approaching on the 14th of Nisan.  This means that they had to prepare the Passover sacrifice (on the Wednesday evening of the 13th of Nisan) in view of the beginning of the seven-day Sabbath called the Feast or Days of Unleavened Bread. These gospel writers would sometimes speak of the preparation of slaying the lambs in the same general time reference of the Feast of Unleavened Bread or Passover Week (Mark 14:12; Luke 22:1,7) because the one led into the other and were in one sense linked together.  

The perplexing problem concerning when Jesus Christ actually ate the Passover supper with the disciples can also be solved in a satisfactory fashion. The Bible clearly teaches that Jesus ate the Passover Supper on the evening before the Passover Feast was celebrated, which was always on Thursday the 14th of Nisan. Therefore, Jesus ate His Last Supper with His disciples on the actual preparation day (the day before) the Passover Week would begin. This eating of the Passover would be on Wednesday the 13th of Nisan.  This would mean that Jesus ate the Last Supper early on the new Jewish day of the 13th of Nisan, which began at 6:00 p.m. according to Jewish time. This would give plenty of time for other events to take place on this preparation day before Christ would be crucified. The Gospel of John clearly says that Christ ate the Passover in the new Jewish day of Wednesday (the 13th of Nisan), which actually began in the evening at 6:00 p.m.

John 13:1-2 says:

“Now before the feast of the passover (approximately an entire Jewish day before the Thursday Passover would begin), when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him.”
The disciples ate the Passover with Jesus on Wednesday (preparation day - the 13th of Nisan), which would be an entire day before the actual Passover day and beginning of the Passover Week would begin on Thursday evening at 6:00 p.m. (the 14th of Nisan). This verse suggest that Christ held His own Passover early on the 13th of Nisan, sometime at the beginning of the new Jewish day at 6:00 p.m., knowing that He was going to be crucified late that same day when the other Jews would be sacrificing their lambs. This would mean that Jesus would not be here to eat the normally scheduled Passover Supper with the Jews on the 14th of Nisan (Thursday). 

Matthew 26:19-20 says:
“And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the passover (which would have to be early on the Jewish Wednesday of the 13th). Now when the even was come (early on the new Jewish day of Wednesday evening - the 13th of Nisan), he sat down with the twelve.”

In light of the timing of the sacrifice (Exodus 12:6 – Wednesday evening) in connection with the next day (Passover Feast - Thursday), Jesus would have had to celebrate Passover Feast with His disciples a day earlier. This is because He knew that He would be crucified at the time when the lambs would be slain and miss the Passover Feast on the next day. 

Matthew 26:17 also records that the disciples prepared the Passover meal on the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

“Now the first day of the feast of unleavened (Passover Week) the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the passover?”

The Synoptic Gospels (general or common view of Matthew - Luke) speak of the meal Jesus ate with His disciples as the Passover meal. This would seem to indicate that the meal must be eaten on the usual Passover day – the 14th. But the Gospel of John indicates Jesus died on the cross at the exact time that lambs were slain (the 13th) in preparation for the nation’s Passover meals which would be on the preparation day (day before) the Passover Meal could be eaten (see John 19:14). John also acknowledged that Jesus ate the Passover “before” the feast day (John 13:1). How can this be? Can these differences be reconciled?  The simple answer must be that Jesus celebrated the Passover feast a day early since He would not be present when the actual Passover was celebrated on the new Jewish day or evening of the 14th of Nisan. He would already be in the grave. 
The statements in Matthew 26:17, Mark 14:12 and Luke 22:7 must out of necessity indicate that the gospel writers linked the preparation day of the Passover and Passover Week together. They understood these events as flowing together in Israel’s religious calendar even though other passages such as John 13:1 and Exodus 12:6 specify the time difference between the actual day of preparation and the weeklong Feast of Unleavened Bread or Passover Week as it came to be called. 

A different explanation is that Jews in the first century followed two calendars in observing the Passover. According to this view Jesus and His disciples observed one date, eating the Passover meal before His crucifixion, whereas most of the nation, including the Pharisees, followed the other calendar in which the Passover lambs were slain on the very day of Jesus’ death. 
One explanation is that Christ was operating on a different calendar than the official Jerusalem priesthood. Others suggest that there was a difference among the Jews in the way they reckoned the beginning and ending of days. From Josephus, the Mishna, and other ancient Jewish sources we can learn that the Jews in northern Palestine calculated days from sunrise to sunrise. That area included the region of Galilee, where Jesus and all the disciples, except Judas, had grown up. Apparently most, if not all, of the Pharisees used that system of reckoning. But Jews in the southern part, which centered in Jerusalem, calculated days from sunset to sunset. Because all the priests necessarily lived in or near Jerusalem, as did most of the Sadducees, those groups followed the southern scheme (sunset to sunset). This seems to be an ingenious explanation and answer to a seeming dilemma.

Writer’s claim that this variation of Passover celebration doubtlessly caused confusion at times, but it also had some practical benefits. During Passover time, for instance, it allowed for the feast to be celebrated legitimately on two adjoining days (the 13th and 14th of Nisan), thereby permitting the temple sacrifices to be made over a total period of four hours rather than two. That separation of days may also have had the effect of reducing both regional and religious clashes between the two groups. In essence, there were two Passovers that occurred at two different times because of the two different groups of Jews. 

This theory is probably not a practical way to overcome the difficulty of Christ eating an early Passover Supper with the disciples. The orthodox Jews wanted to maintain the exactness of the time of the sacrifice and would not depart from the evening prescribed pattern of the sacrificial system (Numbers 9:3; Exodus 12:8). This explanation of two different Passover observances seems quite unnecessary. It is more believable to simply understand that Jesus celebrated the Passover a day earlier because He was going to be sacrificed on the evening of the 13th and would be dead at the very time the nation celebrated the annual Passover on the 14th. 

In connection with what we have just studied, there has always been considerable debate that surrounds the passage of John 18:28 and the eating of the Passover after the disciples had already eaten the Passover. 

John 18:28 says:

“Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.”  

If the disciples ate the Passover at the beginning of the Jewish day of the preparation (Wednesday the 13th of Nisan) and the other Jews did not, then how can the eating of the Passover be synchronized among all the Jews. Once again, the double Passover theory is injected at this point to try and reconcile the two separate Passovers. Another plausible explanation that is given concerning the earlier eating of the Passover Supper by Jesus and the disciples was that there were lambs slain in the homes before the closing of the 13th of Nisan on Wednesday, which was the preparation day (Exodus 12:6). This would mean that the Jews within the home would have to eat the sacrificed animal early on the 14th day of Nisan before the death angel would pass through the land of Egypt at midnight (Exodus 12:29). However, there were also lambs slain on a national level on the 14th of Nisan as recorded in Scripture (see 2 Chronicles 30:15-17; 35:6-7,11,17-19). These were all known as Passover sacrifices since they were presented during the Passover Week. 

The theory explains that families sacrificed the household Lamb in their own homes on the 13th of Nisan (Wednesday evening).  However, there was also a national sacrifice or offering given later on the 14th day of Nisan which was on the day of the actual Passover Feast. During the Passover Week there was a national or public sacrifice of the Lamb, which obviously took place.  Both the household and public sacrifices were considered part of the Passover day. Jesus obviously observed the household Passover a day early in the home and the national observance of the Passover would come the next day on the 14th of Nisan.  

In response to this theory, we must first conclude that the people were still given the lambs to slay so that they could represent their homes in the Passover slayings. Many families were ceremonially unclean and therefore were not fit to prepare their own lambs (2 Chronicles 30:17). The priests needed to prepare them. Second, the lambs were to be slain on the evening as the sun goes down. This would be on the evening of the 13th and not the fourteenth. In addition, Moses never said that the people would always have their own homes to dwell in throughout their future generations. Therefore, slaying their lambs at home was not always a possibility. He was aware that the slaying of Passover lambs would have to become a national interest before the priests throughout the future years. 
The point is this. There was not two separate slayings (private and public) throughout the generations. The fact that the slaying of the Passover lambs was celebrated in Jerusalem would lead us to believe that it was designed to be a national interest and public Jewish expression of their gratitude for God’s protection and redemption out of Egypt. It is much more understandable and believable to conclude that Jesus merely celebrated the Passover feast a day earlier with His disciples because of His own sacrifice upon the cross as the true Lamb of God. His death would result in His unavailability at the time when the original Passover Feast celebration would occur. In short, Jesus would already be in the grave on the new Jewish evening of the 14th of Nisan (John 19:31). 

5. We must consider the problematic event of the crucifixion week.

With all of the issues addressed to some degree and with some accuracy, we now need to consider one key event which critics of the Wednesday crucifixion often use to criticize the possibility of a Wednesday crucifixion. If Jesus died on Wednesday April 13, then this means that Jesus had to ride into Jerusalem in His triumphant entry on the Sabbath day or Saturday. In order to be crucified and die upon the cross on Wednesday, Jesus would have to make His triumphant entry into Jerusalem on the normal Jewish Sabbath day so that He could present Himself as the King. Everybody thought the king was coming. Actually, the lamb was coming! Jesus knew that the people were looking for a king; however, Jesus knew within His providence that He was actually riding into Jerusalem to present Himself as the Passover Lamb!

Those who do not favor the Wednesday view often say that if Jesus were riding an animal on the Sabbath that He would be violating Deuteronomy 5:14 which says that animals are not to do any work on the Sabbath. In response to this argument we must conclude that Jesus was Lord of the Sabbath and could interpret the meaning of what it means to make an animal work. The argument is also made that if the people cut down palm branches from the trees (Matt. 21:8; Mark 11:8) that Jesus also caused the people to work on the Sabbath which would be a violation of the Law (Deut. 5:14; Numbers 15:32-36).
In response to this second argument, we must conclude that the people were not working for their benefit but in an act of worship and expectancy when they cut down the palm branches. In a similar fashion, Jesus said that it was not considered work when someone plucked ears of corn from the field in order to eat (Matt. 12:1-2). Furthermore, we must remember that Jesus said helping an animal out of a ditch and things of a similar nature were not considered to be work on the Sabbath as the traditions of the religious leaders suggested (Matt. 12:11). Likewise, healing on the Sabbath was not considered to be work (Luke 13:14).  Many traditions that were considered a violation of the Sabbath were not genuine violations of the sacred Law. So that which seems to be a roadblock in the Wednesday crucifixion scheme is not a roadblock at all. 

Recapping the Order of Events

1. Jesus ate the Passover with His disciples (Matt. 26:17-21; Mark14:12-18; Luke 22:7-17; John 13:1-5). This actually occurred on Wednesday (the 13th of Nisan) at the start of the Jewish new day. Included at this same time was the footwashing, the institution of the Lord’s Supper, the announcement of the betrayal and the making of the New Covenant (Matt. 26:21-29; Mark 14:18-25; Luke 22:15-23; John 13:5-10, 21-30). 

2. They then departed from the upper room and started on their way to the Garden of Gethsemane where the garden scene would 

     unfold (Matt. 26:30-34; Mark 14:32-42). 

3. Jesus would then be betrayed and arrested earlier on the Jewish Wednesday evening (Matt. 26:57; 27:26; Mark 14:53-65; Luke 22:54; 23:23-26; John 18:12-13). His various trials with Annas (John 18:12-14) and Caiaphas the high priest (John 18:24) were throughout the Jewish Wednesday night. There was a third religious trial before the Jewish council of the Sandhedrin during the early morning hours of Wednesday (Luke 22:66-71). Then there was the first civil trial before Pilate (John 18:28-38) where there was no fault found in Jesus. Then there was the second civil trial before Herod where Jesus was mocked while wearing His robe (Luke 23:6-12). Finally, there was the third civil trial before Pilate, which led to Jesus being scourged and crowned with thorns (Luke 23:13-15).  All of these trials lasted through the Jewish Wednesday night and into early Wednesday morning (John 18:28 says, “It was early” – probably around 6:00 a.m.).
4. The Lord Jesus was then crucified at 9:00 a.m. on the Wednesday Jewish morning (Mark 15:25). The interval of time between 6 a.m. and 9 a.m. was filled with Pilate’s additional verdicts on the two robbers (see Luke 23:39-41- they had obviously received the same trial and charged of rebellion), the soldiers’ mockery (see Mark 15:16-20), and preparations for the three crucifixions of the day. 

5. From the “sixth hour” (12:00 noon) until the time of Jesus’ death at about the “ninth hour” (3:00 p.m.), there was darkness covering the land of Israel (Matt. 27:45-46; Luke 23:44-45). This is the time when Jesus actually bore the sins of the world. The timing of Jesus’ actual death would also correspond with the Passover Sacrifice which was to be sacrificed on the evening of the 13th of Nisan at the going down of the sun (between 3:00-5:00 p.m.) before the beginning 14th day of the Feast of Passover (Exodus 12:6; Deut. 16:6). 

6. He was buried on Wednesday about sunset (Matt. 27:45-66; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42). This would be the actual “preparation of the Passover” (John 19:14,31,42) or the day before this Jewish high Sabbath day, which would begin at 6:00 p.m. that Thursday evening of the 14th. This high Sabbath day (plural – “Sabbath week or festivals”) would have reference to the entire Sabbath Passover Week, which included the Passover Feast on Thursday the 14th and Feast of Unleavened Bread (15-21st). This would be a total of seven days (Leviticus 23:6, 34).

7. Jesus was in the grave during the annual Passover Feast (Thursday – the 14th) and the first two days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. This would include Friday the 15th & the regular Jewish Sabbath that would fall on Saturday the 16th. This would mean that Jesus would rise “on the morrow after the sabbath” in fulfillment of the Jewish Feast of Firstfruits (Lev. 23:10-11). It seems natural to regard this day (Feast of Firstfruits) as a special part of the Unleavened Bread celebration which was in progress at the time. Jesus then arose on Sunday the 17th of Nisan (April 17th) after being in the grave for the period of His three day prophecy (Mathew 12:40). Jesus said that He would rise some time after the three periods of daylight time and the three evenings of darkness (Mark 8:31). He would rise within the scope of time consisting of three days. The exactness has to do with three days and three nights and not the exact time period of 72 hours involved in these three days and three nights. After three days in the heart of the earth, Jesus would rise from the dead. 
8. Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1; Luke 24:1 & John 20:1 all teach that Jesus arose from the dead on the Jewish Sunday. Mark 16:1-2 says, “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week (on the Jewish Sunday morning), they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun (6:00).” This would mean that Jesus arose sometime after 6:00 p.m. or after the third day and third evening of time (“after three days”) on what would be the Jewish Sunday. Jesus would rise soon after the end of the Sabbath (Jewish Saturday) and sometime during the beginning of the first day of the week (Jewish Sunday) before the fourth span of daylight would begin.
I admit that this is a rather intricate study and a difference of opinion exists among good Bible students, concerning the timing of Christ’s death, in connection with His resurrection. I have simply tried to be honest with the literal interpretation of the Bible and have not attempted to explain the days connected with Christ’s death and resurrection in light of Jewish tradition or church historians. I have also attempted to deal with this perplexing issue with an honest evaluation of the texts in discussion. I have prepared some charts that may help you put everything into perspective, so that you can visualize the Jewish days, and the timing of Christ’s death and resurrection. Here are the three literal days after Christ’s death on Wednesday. Keep in the mind the six hour difference between Roman and Jewish time. 
Jewish Thursday (6:00 PM to 6:00 PM) - evening to evening = Day #1

*6:00 PM our Wednesday evening – 6:00 PM Thursday evening = Day #1
Jewish Friday (6:00 PM to 6:00 PM) - evening to evening = Day #2

*6:00 PM our Thursday evening – 6:00 PM Friday evening = Day #2
Jewish Saturday (6:00 PM to 6:00 PM) - evening to evening = Day #3

*6:00 PM our Friday evening – 6:00 PM Saturday evening = Day #3
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