When I See the Blood

(Exodus 12:13)

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

I shall never forget my first year in Bible College at the Grand Rapids School of the Bible & Music in Michigan. It was a time of many adjustments and spiritual growth, as most college students will agree. During the first year of school, I would attend the church services, where the late George Gardiner was preaching. This was the former church where the late M.R. Dehaan ministered. In these days, the old Calvary Undenominational Church was not far from the Bible Institute School, where I received my training. Every time I would walk in the front door of the church, I would see the church sign, and the message on this sign became imbedded in my memory over these passing years. It read, “When I see the Blood, I Will Pass Over You.” The message on this sign was a constant reminder of that memorable night, when God passed over His people in Egypt, and did not judge them with the unsaved Egyptians. 

God said to His people in Exodus 12:13:  

“And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” 

The blood was a “token” or sign to God that the home should be spared from His judgment. The safety of the people was based upon the blood of the Lamb that was applied to the doorframes of their homes. 

In Exodus 12:7 God commands the Israelites:  

“And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.” 

God told the Jews to be sure the blood was on their doorframes, so they might escape the coming judgment. In this study, we want to look at the importance of the blood of Christ and how God passes over His people, forgiving them and freeing them from His judgment. Today we can claim the blood of Jesus Christ for our cleansing, or forgiveness of sin, so that God’s judgment will pass over us.  I’ve entitled this study, “When I see the Blood.” 

The Jews were in Egyptian bondage and God commanded Pharaoh that he should free His people. Pharaoh’s own heart became stubborn and hardened toward God and His purpose for His people (Exodus 7:14; 8:15, 32; 9:34). God had pleaded with Pharaoh time and time again. Only after Pharaoh hardened his own heart, did God choose to harden his heart, through the outward plagues or circumstances that He was sending upon Egypt (Exodus 10:20, 27; 11:10). God knows the hearts of all people, and when there is no point in pleading with them any longer. He hardens them, judicially blinds them (2 Thess. 2:10-11), and gives them up to their own choice and sin (Rom. 1:24). This reminds us that stubborn people, who reject forgiveness though the blood of Christ, eventually are judged by God and experience His wrath in hell. 

“There is a time, we know not when;

There is a place, we know not where,

That Seals the destiny of men

For glory or despair.”

Pharaoh did not want to release the children of Israel, but God had a different plan for His people. He was going to redeem them from Egyptian bondage and set them free. Therefore, God would take a final drastic measure to convince Pharaoh to free His people. The Lord would pass through the land and slaughter the firstborn of Egypt. This would become God’s final judgment upon Egypt for not letting His children go. 

As we study this text of Scripture, we will be able to see the magnitude of God’s grace. God was willing to pass over His people and spare them from judgment because of the blood on the doorframes. Of course, all of this typifies the blood of Jesus Christ, which was shed on the cross for you and me, in order that our sins might be forgiven, through the shedding of His blood. 

There is a scarlet thread that runs from Genesis through the Book of Revelation. It is the scarlet thread that speaks of cleansing through a blood sacrifice. Hebrews 9:22 says, “without shedding of blood is no remission.” This is the way God has chosen to save people from hell. There can be no forgiveness and freedom from sin’s penalty, except through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. Let God be true, and every man and modernist, a liar! There is only way to escape hell’s judgment; it’s through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. This is what God was portraying on that night long ago in Egypt. Let’s go back to this memorable night and discover the way God chooses to forgive people and release them from His wrath and judgment. 

The Protection of the Blood

The fact of God’s coming judgment upon the unsaved is a very solemn warning in Scripture. God would move throughout Egypt and judge the firstborn who did not have the blood applied to the doorframes. The purpose of the blood on the doorframes of their homes was to spare God’s children from His judgment. It provided protection and safety for those who were residing in the homes. 

God said, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt” (Exodus 12:13). This is the reason why God has His people put blood on the doorframes of their homes. Hebrews 10:26-27 speaks of “a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” This sounds like the night in Egypt, when God decided to judge His enemies. The truth is this; when God moves in judgment, you need to be covered by His blood! 

Hebrews 11:28 

“Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.” 

The purpose of the blood on the doorframes was to spare the Lord’s people from the future judgment which was sure to come upon the firstborn in the land of Egypt. This is why God says in Exodus 12:13, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you.” 

“Judgment is coming, All will be there,

Who have rejected, who have refused;

O sinner, hasten, let Jesus in,

Then God will pass, will pass over you.

When I see the blood,

When I see the blood,

When I see the blood I will pass,

I will pass over you.”

Exodus 11:1-6 points to God’s coming judgment: 
“And the Lord said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether. Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold. And the Lord gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people. And Moses said, Thus saith the Lord, About midnight will I go out into the midst of Egypt: And all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sitteth upon his throne, even unto the firstborn of the maidservant that is behind the mill; and all the firstborn of beasts. And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more.” 

The judgment that God was going to bring against the Egyptians was the slaughtering of their firstborn. This is exactly what God did. God always does what He says He is going to do. He never goes back on His Word. 

Exodus 12:12 says:

“For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord.” 

Exodus 12:29 adds: 

“And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle.” 

My friend, God is a God of judgment! This is something that liberalism will not accept. Neither modernism or postmodernism accepts the God of the Bible. This is because the God of the Bible is a God of judgment. I must be honest today, if you are not one of God’s children, you will not escape the judgment of God, which is an eternal hell of fire, smoke, darkness, maggots, misery, and endless punishment. 

Jesus said in Mark 9:43-49: 

“And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.” 

2 Thessalonians 1:9 reveals this about the lost:

“Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 

We cannot escape the God of judgment. This is because the Bible says, we have all “have sinned” (Rom. 3:23), and we are all “under sin” (Rom. 3:19), which means to be under sin’s power and judgment. Sin is over us, through us, in us, weighing us down, and keeping us under its sentence of doom and judgment. 

Romans 6:23 

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

The problem that we face today in our secular and humanistic society is that we do not really think that we are sinners. Allow me to get right to the point. We think that we are good in God’s sight, that God will somehow accept us for the good things that we do, and overlook the bad things that we have done. However, the Bible says “there is none righteous, no not one” (Rom. 3:10). God says this because His standard of righteousness is perfection. God is absolutely impeccable or without flaw. Therefore, none of us are righteous in God’s sight. We are absolutely unrighteous in need of His imputed righteousness. God says that we are all unrighteous sinners that have broken His moral code or law. This means that we are under the curse of God’s judgment and going to hell.

Galatians 3:10 

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.” 

This is why we need the blood of Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness and pardon in God’s sight. It’s because the lost human race stands condemned before a holy and righteous God, who must judge sin, or else He would offend His own holy and righteous nature. 

Habakkuk 1:13 says: 

“Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity.”

God would not be God, if He does not judge sinners. Sin cannot go unnoticed and unchecked before God. He must judge sin to vindicate His high and holy standards. He must punish the sinner with the eternal judgment of hell. 

Some of you might reason, God is not fair. God should bypass those things in my life that do not square up with His holy character. My friend, God cannot do this, without offending His own holy nature. Would you consider and earthly judge, a righteous judge, if he lets a criminal go free, who has broken the law? Of course not! Therefore, God, as a righteous judge, must judge you for all the sins you have committed against Him. You must face the eternal consequences for your own sin. God is a God of righteous judgment (“true and righteous are thy judgments” – Rev. 16:7). 

God’s judgment upon Egypt was direct and undeniable. 

Exodus 12:30 reads:
“And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.” 

This verse illustrates that God’s judgment brings forth death and misery. We must remember once again that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Death brings separation from God which results in a person being judged in the eternal fires of hell forever. If you die, without having your sins forgiven, then God will judge you, and see that you are punished for your sins. This is not the message of politics or the positive thinkers of today, but it’s the message of God’s Word.  

Exodus 12:12 reads:

“…I will execute judgment: I am the Lord.”
You cannot escape God’s wrath and judgment! If the blood of Christ’s forgiveness is not applied to your life, you will not escape the unending doom for your sins. When seeing the blood on the doorframes, God would pass over His people in Egypt, so they might escape His coming judgment. But God will not pass over you, if you have rejected the blood sacrifice of God’s only Son, Jesus Christ, to provide you with forgiveness and freedom from His wrath. God will not bypass you when it comes to Judgment Day. God will someday execute His righteous judgment upon you. This is because you have never had the blood of Jesus Christ applied to your life, so you might stand accepted before God, on the merits of Christ’s shed blood. 

Romans 5:9 says: 

“Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.” 

This is the purpose of the blood. It saves and protects us from God’s righteous judgment. Friend, the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all of our sins, so we can stand fully accepted in the presence of God. As the Egyptians faced the coming judgment on their firstborn, so you must face God’s coming judgment upon your soul for all eternity, if you reject the provision of salvation through Jesus Christ. Judgment Day is coming for you! You will experience hell for all eternity, if you don’t allow Christ’s blood to cleanse you, from all your sins. The coming judgment upon your soul is sure and certain since God must judge unrighteous sinners. 

Hebrews 9:27 

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.” 

Dear friend, why would you want to die, without Christ’s forgiveness being applied to your life? Why would you want to die and go to an everlasting hell-fire and brimstone?

Who can forget the principle stated in Ezekiel 33:11:  

“As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” 

If you are driving in the state of Michigan, you may come across a sign that reads, “Welcome to Hell” or “Welcome to Hell Michigan.” There is really a place called Hell Michigan and there is also a place called Gahanna Ohio (the word Jesus used for Hell). By the use of these names, we may sometimes think that we experience hell, while living on this earth, but Jesus spoke of a hell beyond earth and our present existence. Jesus spoke of a hell, where God will judge lost people throughout eternity, if they fail to respond to His saving grace. Only Christ’s blood can grant your forgiveness and protection.  
The Atonement of the Blood 

This second point in our study centers upon the atoning sacrifice, which God required His people to have, so they might bypass His judgment upon their firstborn (Ex. 12:13). Atonement is illustrated by the blood sacrifice on the doorframes. God devised a gracious sacrificial system, where He would atone or cover the sins of His people, before the death of Jesus Christ upon the cross. This resulted in God holding back His judgment “for the remission of sins that are past” (Rom. 3:25) and passing over His people in the Old Testament era, sparing them from His judgment. The atoning sacrifice is clearly illustrated on that night in Egypt. 
Exodus 12:2-6 says:

“This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.” 

There are four significant truths to remember about atonement.

a. Its purpose

The Passover lamb was a clear message of the Old Testament atoning sacrifice, which God required in order to grant forgiveness and freedom from divine judgment. The entire sacrificial system of the Old Testament was designed to be an “atonement” (Ex. 29:36; Lev. 1:4; 4:20) which means a “covering” or “to cover over.” Prior to the cross, the sins of God’s people were covered, so He might not hold their sins against them. In short, God would cover over the sins of the people, so He might pass over the sinners, not judging them for their sins, awaiting the time when Christ would come and pay the actual penalty for these sins. This is the Old Testament picture of atonement. Atonement (covering sin) and the passing over the sinner (not bringing judgment against him) was based upon the blood sacrifice. The sacrificial system would cover the sins of pre-cross saints until Jesus actually came to die upon the cross and take away their sins. 

1 John 3:5 

“And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.” 

Today Christ’s blood takes away our sins; however, during the Old Testament the blood of animals only provided a temporary covering for sins. The reason why God could pass over His people and not judge them, prior to Christ’s death, was because of His gracious system of atonement. God held back His judgment (“the forbearance of God” – Rom. 3:25) by providing a blood sacrifice for the sins of the people. Blood atonement was a concept derived from the fact that God would cover the sins of His believing people until Christ would come, die on the cross, and clear their sinful record before Him. We must understand that the Old Testament saints were saved on the basis of Christ’s future work on the cross. However, until the actual sacrifice of Christ took place, there was a need for God to atone for sins, or cover sins, in anticipation of the sacrifice of Christ, which would forever bear the sins of His people away. These atoning sacrifices were repeated in order to remind the people of their need to look forward to the coming promised seed and Messiah who would be the Savior of mankind.

Hebrews 10:1-3 

“For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.” 

“Not all the blood of beasts

On the Jewish alters slain;

Could give the guilty conscience peace,

Or wash away the stain.

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,

Takes all our sins away;

A sacrifice of nobler name

And richer blood than they.”

b. It’s picture 

The children of Israel were instructed to take a lamb, sacrifice it for their appropriate households, and spread the blood upon the doorframes of their homes. The concept behind the Passover lamb was taken from God’s gracious work of passing over His people, and not judging them, during that dreadful evening in the land of Egypt. The name Passover was given to this special event because the Lord passed over the houses, where the blood was applied, and did not judge the inhabitants of these homes. 

In the New Testament Christ fulfills the pictures, which were presented by the Passover sacrifice, with the shedding of His own blood. 

1 Corinthians 5:7 

“For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.”  

The Old Testament was painting a very clear portrait, or picture, of what Christ would actually accomplish, when He would die upon the cross. The Old Testament pictures of animal sacrifices are called types which point to the shedding of Christ’s blood and sacrificial death. Christ would eventually die on the cross, clear our sinful record before the Lord, appease God’s wrath, and set us free from His judgment.  
The word “passover” in this text speaks of the Paschal sacrificial lamb that was sacrificed in connection with the Jewish Passover celebration. The Jewish Passover was a commemoration of the night when God passed over His people, sparing them from judgment, because of the innocent lamb that was slain on their behalf. When Christ died on the cross, He became the actual fulfillment of the Passover Lambs, which were sacrificed in Egypt, whose blood was sprinkled on the doorframes, to provide forgiveness and freedom from God’s judgment. In essence, when Christ died on the cross, He became our “passover” Lamb which provides us with forgiveness in God’s sight and spares us from His judgment for sin. Because Christ died on the cross, in our place, taking sin’s penalty upon Himself, we can be spared from the wrath and judgment of God.   

All of the lambs and animals sacrificed in the Old Testament would be a constant reminder that the true Lamb (Jesus Christ) would eventually come and be judicially judged die for the sins of all lost mankind. His name would be Jesus Christ. The New Testament personifies Jesus Christ, as the Lamb of God, which fulfilled all the typology of the Old Testament. 
John 1:29 

“The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

John 1:36 

“And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!”

In Acts 8:32, Jesus read from the Old Testament and typified himself as a lamb. “He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth.” The book of Revelation talks about the Lamb of God and personifies Jesus Christ as the Lamb that was slain upon the cross. 

Revelation 5:11-12 

“And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.” 

All of these Lamb references to Jesus Christ in the New Testament tell the old story that Christ was the fulfillment of the Old Testament sacrificial system of atonement. In other words, the Old Testament animal sacrifices were a picture and figure of the coming sacrifice of Christ upon the cross. Jesus was the actual fulfillment of all these pictures of animal sacrifices that spared the people from God’s judgment. Christ’s blood sacrifice upon the cross would be the final sacrifice that would grant eternal pardon and freedom from God’s judgment for sin.  

The slaying of the Passover lamb was a type or picture of the death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. These New Testament passages established the principle of typical teaching. By this we mean that various people, events and the Jewish offerings of the Old Testament were types or shadows of things that were to come. These sacrifices pointed to the coming of the Lord Jesus, who would one day put away all sin, or provide actual forgiveness before God, through His blood sacrifice on the cross.  
The lambs that were sacrificed on that Passover evening, throughout the land of Egypt, were portraying Christ’s death, and these blood sacrifices provided God’s people with safety, when the blood was applied to the doorframes of their homes. 

Exodus 12:5 reads:

“Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats.” 

A lamb without blemish died and was accepted by God as a substitute for the firstborn. The fact that the lamb was to be without any defect typifies the complete perfection and sinless character of the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter picks up on the Old Testament typology.

1 Peter 1:18-19

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” 

My friend, the atoning sacrifice of the Old Testament Passover Lamb was a picture of the final Lamb, which would one day be slain for the sins of lost humanity. The typology is very clear. Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God that died for you! He died in your place on the cross, shedding His precious blood, so you could be forgiven and set free from your sinful charges before God.  

The Jews of the Old Testament needed redemption from Egyptian bondage and God’s judgment. Today we need the forgiveness of sin and salvation from hell, which Christ offers to us personally, through His shed blood upon the cross. 

In a small Oriental town several men were working on a scaffold high above the street. Suddenly one of them lost his footing and fell to the pavement below. Horrified, his companions quickly descended, expecting to find his body broken and mangled.  To their surprise they discovered that their friend was unhurt!  At the exact moment of his fall some sheep were passing through the street beneath him, and he had landed on the back of one of the animals.  There it lay, crushed and dead, but the man was saved.  As he gazed upon that lifeless creature, he was heard to say, "It died for me!" So Christ has died for us as the Lamb of God. The lamb sacrifice of the Old Testament was a beautiful picture of Jesus Christ.

c. It’s perfection

It’s interesting that the actual word “atonement” is not applied to the New Testament sacrifice of Christ, since Christ’s sacrifice does not atone for sin (cover sin), as the Old Testament sacrifices did. 

John 1:29 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

The atoning sacrifices were neither saving nor perfect. They certainly were not permanent. 

Hebrews 10:4 

“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” 

Therefore, these atoning sacrifices needed to be perfected with Christ’s actual death and sacrifice on the cross. Christ’s sacrifice takes away sin, so we never again need a sacrifice to atone for sin (“there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins” – Heb. 10:26). Christ’s sacrifice clears the charges of sin in God’s presence and sets the sinner free from God’s judgment forever. This is something no animal sacrifice could ever do. 

Hebrews 9:25-26 

“Nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

My sins are not covered, they are gone! The term “atonement” conveys the idea of a temporary covering of sins until the final sacrifice for sin would come, which was Jesus Christ, and take away all these sins, which were covered in the Old Testament era. Theologians often use this term (atonement) in a broad theological sense to indicate the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ upon the cross. But in a strict sense, Christ’s sacrifice, as the New Testament Lamb, is a final sacrifice that actually removes sin forever and provides the believing sinner’s of all ages with the very righteousness of God. 

Romans 3:24-26 provides this information: 

“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past (pre-cross or Old Testament saints), through the forbearance of God (God holding back His judgment); To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” 

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the meeting point between Old Testament Saints and New Testament saints. Both Old and New Testament believers are cleansed and made righteous before God on the basis of Christ’s finished work. Christ’s death became a sacrifice that would officially declare the Old Testament believers with imputed righteousness based upon the actual death of the New Testament Lamb. What we need to remember is that Old Testament believers were saved on the basis of the future work of Jesus Christ. They were saved in view of Christ’s future death. Their salvation was based upon the future death of the true Lamb. Until the final Lamb would come and die upon the cross, there could be no official declaration of salvation and righteousness before God. But when Jesus died upon the cross, shedding His blood, He could declare all the Old Testament saints righteous, through His actual death upon the cross. 

The message behind blood atonement has never changed, even though the sacrifice has changed, which today is Jesus Christ. The message of the blood atonement is that God demands blood to grant a person forgiveness and freedom from His wrath and judgment. This brings us to our next point. 

d. It’s preciousness 

Through the atoning sacrifices, God was sending a principal message, when it comes to a man’s salvation from hell. The message is clear as the noonday sun – God demands blood for salvation. Blood was very important and precious in God’s sight. His is why Christ’s blood is called “precious” (costly and of great value) in God’s sight (1 Pet. 1:19). God makes it known from the very beginning that blood was precious in His sight. 

Genesis 3:21 

“Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.” 

The skins were taken from animals that God has slain. We must remember that it was the blood of the Old Testament lamb that was vitally important to God. Therefore, it must also be true that the blood of the New Testament lamb is extremely important and critical to the plan of salvation. God said, “When I see the blood” (Exodus 12:13), not your jewels, necklaces, baptism, or Sunday-School badges hanging on the door posts, “I will pass over you.” The Israelites could not offer any of their own manmade items to God in order to appease His wrath. It had to be blood on the door! God’s wrath is not appeased by manmade works or anything that man thinks might please God. It must be blood! 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

God would not accept anything else on that door but blood! It had to be blood! 

“Nothing in my hands I bring,

Simply to Thy cross I cling.”

Today the liberals want to offer God their sacraments or their baptism, communion, and good works as a way for God’s wrath to be appeased. But I tell you upon the authority of the Word of God that God does not accept anything but blood, as a means of deliverance. 

Hebrews 9:7 states:

“But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.” 

The people were given the instructions to offer a bloody sacrifice up to God as the ground for forgiveness and acceptance before His holy presence. This is because God is a God of blood. God requires a substitutionary blood sacrifice to take the place of sinful man and provide him with forgiveness before God. 

Hebrews 9:22 again reads:  

“And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.” 

God was sending a strong and sure message in the pages of the Old Testament. It was a message of blood. God only accepts sinful people who have been cleansed by the blood. The New Testament carries this same theme in connection with the blood of Christ. 

Hebrews 13:12 

“Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate.” 

Revelation 1:5 

“And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.” 

The blood was very important in connection with the death of the Old Testament Passover lamb. The same was true in relationship to the New Testament Lamb – Jesus Christ. The shedding of blood was required. The blood was to be outwardly shed to convey a need for the spiritual redemption of sinners. God looked upon the blood as a necessary part of His people’s redemption on that Passover night in Egypt. The same is true today, since God mentions the blood of Christ repeatedly throughout the New Testament. The blood of Christ was more than just a symbol of violent death or substitution. The blood played an important role in the actual substitution for the lost sinner. The shedding of Christ’s blood plays an integral role in the sinner’s salvation today. 

Some present-day theologians are saying, “It’s not Christ’s bleeding but His dying” that saves us. Others teach that the shedding of Christ’s blood is only speaking of violent death and is nothing more than metonymy, which is using one object (the shedding of Christ’s blood) to teach something else (Christ’s sacrificial death). However, those who come to these conclusions are treading on unfamiliar ground, when it comes to understanding the great divine emphasis and importance attached to God’s requirement for blood. Yes, Christ died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3), taking sin’s penalty on our behalf, but He also shed His blood on the cross for our sins (Col. 1:20 – “the blood of his cross”), which in God’s sight is very important. Both are important when it comes to the sacrificial work of Christ upon the cross. One should not separate the shedding of Christ’s blood from the death of Christ since both are important and precious to God (1 Pet. 1:19 – “the precious blood of Christ”). There is obviously a saving significance attached to the blood of Christ. The blood of Jesus Christ, in some unseen spiritual way, cleanses us from the guilt of all our sins before God, and gives us a righteous standing in His presence. 

Colossians 1:14 also states:

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 

The Old Testament Israelites were redeemed from their Egyptian bondage through the blood of the Old Testament Passover sacrifice. In a similar way, New Testament saints have been redeemed from their spiritual bondage to sin and its judgment, through the blood of the New Testament Lamb, Jesus Christ. 

Colossians 1:20 gives us the complete picture: 

“And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”  

In order for the sinner to be reconciled and have peace before God, he must be cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. God must look on the blood, as He did on the night long ago in Egypt, and declare the believing sinner free from all his sinful charges. The shedding of Christ’s blood is a necessary part of our forgiveness, acceptance, and salvation before God. We have become too theologically sophisticated in our modern era to reject the spiritual realities behind God’s saving work!  

Although I cannot fully understand how God saves by blood, I can believe that He does, on the basis of the clear revelation of Scripture. God says, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:3). This truth has never changed. God must see blood! Today it’s Christ’s shed blood on the cross, that He must see, before He will declare you forgiven in His sight. This reminds us how precious Christ’s blood really is in God’s sight.  

We believe by faith that we have a spiritual union with Christ in the heavenlies (Eph. 1:3). We cannot contemplate from our human perspective how this can be true, but we must believe it by faith. In a similar way, we must, by faith, accept the biblical revelation about the blood of Jesus Christ being the spiritual ground of our redemption (Heb. 9:12), pardon (Col. 1:14), and righteousness (Rom. 5:9) before God. 

God sees the blood (“when I see the blood”), and then grants us all of these spiritual blessings, so we might escape the judgment of God. My friend, I still believe in the blood! God must see the blood of Jesus Christ upon your life in order to grant you pardon and freedom from judgment. The blood of the Passover sacrifice had to be shed. In a similar way, the blood of the New Testament Lamb, Jesus Christ, had to be shed on the cross, in order to grant us eternal redemption and salvation. Nevertheless, the provision of Christ’s blood, which is forgiveness and freedom from hell, cannot be given to any person without the proper application of His finished work to their lives. This brings us to our next crucial point. 

The Application of the Blood 

God made it unmistakably clear to the Israelite what it would take for them to escape the coming judgment. The applied blood was the only means of safety. The blood of the lamb needed to be applied to the doorframes of each home in order for God’s people to escape the coming night of fearful judgment. We cannot miss this important point as we read the Old Testament account. This is very important to clarify as we study the Old Testament record.
Exodus 12:7 says:
“And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.” 

Exodus 12:13 also says, “And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where you are.” The word “token” means that the blood would be a sign or distinguishing mark that God would see when moving through the land of Egypt. Christianity, with its emphasis on the blood of Jesus Christ, has always taught the concept of blood atonement, or the need for Christ’s blood to provide cleansing for sinners and the appeasement of God’s wrath (“and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  

The Israelites had to take God at His word. They not only needed to kill the lamb, but apply the blood of the lamb, to the two sides of the doorframe and the upper door post, in order to be spared from God’s judgment. They could have never escaped the judgment, which came on the land of Egypt that night, if they had not applied the blood to their doorframes. The blood had to be shed, and then it had to be applied to the doorposts, in order to provide deliverance for the Israelites. God could not grant them deliverance without the application of this blood on their doors. Each one had to make a personal application of the blood to their doorframes in order for their household to escape the coming judgment. There could be no deliverance without the shedding and application of the blood.

In a similar way, there can be no salvation or deliverance from hell, through the death of Jesus Christ, if there is no application of His shed blood to our personal lives. Today Roman Catholics believe Christ’s blood is applied to their lives through the Mass (the continual sacrifice of Christ recreated on the cross). But this is not what the Bible teaches. The Bible says Christ died only once and that His one-time sacrifice provides the necessary forgiveness that we need before God (Heb. 10:12 – “one sacrifice for sins”). The way Christ’s blood is applied to our lives today is not through the Roman Catholic Mass, but through faith in the one-time sacrifice of Christ, which was made to God on the cross. 

Galatians 3:26 

“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” 

Ephesians 2:8 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” 

It’s faith alone in Christ alone that saves us from hell. In other words, it is not enough that Jesus died upon the cross and shed His blood. There needs to be the application of this blood to our own personal lives through expressing faith in the provision of Jesus Christ’s death. Faith in Christ brings the cleansing work of Christ’s blood into our lives, whereby we are granted the forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:14), and a righteous standing before God (Romans 5:9). Faith is the vehicle that brings the application of Christ’s cleansing blood into our human spirit, so we can receive forgiveness before the Father. Faith in Christ is the way we appropriate God’s forgiveness to our lives. Faith is the way the blood is applied to our own lives, which are wrecked by sin and headed toward judgment. 

Romans 3:25 states that we should possess “faith in his blood” so we might be forgiven, pardoned, and accepted in God’s presence.  This means we are to place are faith or confidence in the shed blood of Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness before God. I must personally believe what Christ did for me will grant me pardon in God’s sight.     

John 1:12 says:

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.”

Faith can be explained, as receiving Christ as Savior, so we can have the cleansing and saving benefits of Christ shed blood upon the cross applied to our own lives. We do the believing but Christ does the saving. As the Israelites applied the blood to the doorframes of their homes, by faith, so we must apply the blood of Jesus Christ to our lives, thorough faith in Christ’s shed blood. Are you willing to put the blood on the doorframe of your own life? Are you willing to personally receive the benefits of Christ’s saving work and make them valid and real to your own life? My friend, the blood must be applied! There is no salvation from hell or God’s judgment without faith in Christ’s blood.

The Redemption of the Blood

The typology clearly suggests there must be faith in the shed blood of Jesus Christ upon the cross in order to receive cleansing and freedom from hell’s judgment. The blood on the doorframe made the people safe. The truth is this; God’s people are always safe, through the blood of Jesus Christ. There is safety in the blood of Jesus Christ. God’s people escaped judgment because of the shed blood. It became a way to redeem man, or set him free from God’s judgment and wrath. 

Exodus 12:13 

“And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” 

 Exodus 12:23 also reads:

“For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.” 
God would not merely pass by the people but pass over them, which means to “leap over” or “skip over” them. The terminology paints a wonderful picture of God’s grace and redemption. When God saved, He really saves! God chose to leap over the homes where the blood was applied. Let me say this, it’s only by God’s redeeming grace that we can be spared from judgment. God’s grace leaps over us and spares us from the wrath to come. 

To pass over the people reminds us that God was going to pass through the land of Egypt in the darkness of the night to bring judgment upon those people. But because God saw the blood on the lintel and the two sides of the door posts, He would pass over His people and not judge them. This is the great escape. It’s an escape from judgment. It’s a typical picture of our redemption from the judgment of sin through Christ’s blood. 

Ephesians 1:7 declares: 
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”  

The word “redemption” speaks of being deliverance or released through the payment of a price. With the blood on the doorframe the people of God were promised a sure redemption from the judgment of God. They were set free from God’s judgment, through a blood sacrifice, and spared from the wrath of Almighty God. It was all because of a little blood sprinkled on the doorframes of their homes! 

In the market place of Rotterdam, Holland, stood for many years an old cornerhouse known as “The House of a Thousand Terrors.” The story goes like this. During the 16th century, the Dutch people rose in revolt against the cruel King Philip II of Spain. Philip sent a great army under the Duke of Alva to suppress the rebellion. Rotterdam held out for a time but finally surrendered. From house to house the victors went, searching out citizens and then killing them in their houses. A group of men, women, and children were hiding in a corner house when they heard soldiers approaching. A thousand terrors gripped their hearts. Then a young man had an idea. He took a lamb in the house, killed it, and with a broom swept the blood under the doorway out to the street. 

The soldiers reached the house and began to batter down the door. Noticing the blood coming out from under the door, one soldier said: “Come away, the work is already done here. Look at the blood beneath the door.” As a result, the people inside the house escaped. 

In a similar way, God had to see the blood upon the doorframes that night in Egyptian history, in order for His people to escape His judgment. God had to see the token of blood to show that His judgment was already meted out upon that little lamb! Today God must look upon the blood of His only Son, Jesus Christ, in order to pass over you (John 3:16). The Biblical account repeatedly says that God needed to see the blood in order to “pass over” His people and not judge them. What a redemption it was! Yes, it was redemption by blood! 

Colossians 1:14 is worth repeating: 

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” 

“Redeemed—how I love to proclaim it!

Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;

Redeemed thro’ His infinite mercy,

His child, and forever, I am.”

God passed over the people, setting them free from judgment, when He saw the blood of an innocent lamb, which was judged on their behalf. My friend, God will pass over you, and spare you from judgment, if He sees the blood of His own Son applied to your life. God must see the blood of the innocent victim, Jesus Christ, who was judged on your behalf. “When I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:13).

“I will pass over you.” This is a promise. “I will pass over you.” These are words of hope, security, and assurance! The Old Testament Passover lamb was needed for those living before Christ’s death, to cover their sins, but Christ is the New Testament Passover Lamb, which was sacrificed to spare every believer from the judgment of hell forever. Because Christ, the Lamb of God, was sacrificed for us, we can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that God’s judgment will pass over us as well. Think of it! God’s judgment will pass over us! We are free from the judgment of God because the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus Christ has been applied to our personal sin account, and cleared our record of guilt before God.

Jesus said in John 5:24:

 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

What a tremendous promise! When Christ is our personal Savior, we will never come under God’s wrath and condemnation. God will pass over us. God will not judge us, when the blood of His own Son has saved us, and cleared our record of guilt before God. The difference is the blood of the Lamb! 

“When I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exodus 12:13). God saw the blood of the lamb upon the doorframes on that Egyptian night long ago. In a similar way, God sees the blood of Jesus Christ upon our lives, as God’s children, so we might be delivered from His judgment and wrath. 

Psalm 85:10 says: 

“Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” 

The blood upon the doorframes was the meeting ground of God’s justice and mercy. In a similar way, the blood of Christ shed upon the cross was the place where Christ was judged for us and where mercy can now be extended to us. 

The children of Israel placed faith in the blood sacrifice to spare them from God’s judgment. In a similar way, if you will place your faith in Jesus Christ, the shedding of His blood on the cross, to provide you with forgiveness and clear your record of sin in God’s sight, then you can be spared from the judgment of hell. Do you want God to pass over you? Do you want to escape His coming judgment? The blood of Christ’s forgiveness must be applied to our lives through faith. Only when we express faith in Christ can we receive the gift of eternal life and escape God’s wrath against sin. 

John 6:47 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” 

When we apply the blood of Jesus Christ to our lives, through expressing simple faith in Christ’s shed blood, we can claim the foreignness of sins, and sing these reassuring words:   

“Christ, our Redeemer, died on the cross,

Died for the sinner, paid all his due;

All who receive Him need never fear,

Yes, He will pass, will pass over you.

Chiefest of sinners Jesus can save,

As He had promised, so will He do;

O sinner, hear Him, trust in His word,

Then He will pass, will pass over you.

When I see the blood,

When I see the blood,

When I see the blood I will pass,

I will pass over you.”
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