What Does God Require?

(Micah 6:8)

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

Have you ever asked yourself, “What does the Lord really require of me? What does God expect out of my life today and next week and next year at this time?” Those of us who really desire to do what God wants must take to heart what Micah told the northern kingdom of Israel who had strayed from God. These people needed a fresh understanding concerning what God actually required of them. The world today does not care what God requires. However, the child of God who is sincere has their ears open to what God requires of their lives. And there is absolutely no question about what God does require for our Christian living. Look at what God has said.

Micah 6:8 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

In this verse we see what God requires of us. If we are a people who care and who are interested in what God requires, we must pay close attention to what God is asking us to be and what He wants us to do. Micah prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (see Micah 1:1), who were kings of Judah. However, his prophecy concerns Samaria and Jerusalem. Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel, while Jerusalem was the capital of the southern kingdom of Judah. Although he was a man from the southern kingdom, a great deal of his prophecy had to do with the northern kingdom. He spoke to the nation during the time that the northern kingdom was being attacked by Assyria. Although the southern kingdom was attacked also, it was the northern kingdom that actually was carried away into Assyrian captivity.

Leading up to this verse, we see that the people asked several questions. These questions that the people asked were concerning what God required and wanted out of their lives. With the invasions of the enemy on their doorstep the people began to wonder what God really wanted out of their lives. They realized that God was chastening them for their disobedience. Therefore, they asked the question in their own mind, “What does God want from me anyway?” Have you ever asked yourself that question?  In order to find out the answer to this question, the people of God began to search out what God wanted them to do by asking several questions of their own. We are going to look at these questions in a moment. But any sincere person must begin to review their life by asking themselves some questions that will expose them for what they really are and which will stop them dead in their tracks. As we ask ourselves the right questions, we must bring the course of our lives into a proper perspective once again. We must see what direction we are headed and then adjust our lives to what God requires us to do.  After all, if we are not doing what God requires of us as Christians, then our lives will become meaningless and misdirected. Furthermore, we will not gain reward by and by. We must do what God requires us to do. It’s the only life that will count for time and for eternity.  

Question #1

Micah 6:6a 

“Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God?” 

The people’s first question is: “Wherewith (with what) shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God?” In other words, “What can I bring to God? What can I give Him? What does He want from me? What can I bring Him that will please Him? 

I must say that this is an honest question that we all must ask if we want to live a life that is pleasing to God. But the people had lost their focus in life. They were only passing through the outward religious ceremony, thinking that God would be pleased if they would bring their outward show of rituals and ceremonies. Dear friend, God is looking for much more than our religious trappings and what we give to Him in the offering plate at church. God is looking for much more than just the religious shows that so many believers put on in church. God is looking for much more than the Sunday rituals that people pass through to demonstrate that they are “with it” in their Christian life. You might come to church and look pretty good but actually be dead as a do do bird in your Christian life. You see, God is looking for a changed life, a righteous life and a humble life that is lived out before Him. God is looking for humility and integrity as we live out our lives before Him and others in the norm of life. You might be a Sunday pew sitter and a Monday through Saturday Christian atheist that forgets that God really exists and requires a life of integrity and honesty throughout the week.  As we will see, this is what the Lord really requires of us today. God is looking for character and a changed life much more than your gift in the offering plate. God is looking for your life!  God wants you!

Question #2

Micah 6:6b says:

“… shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?” 

The people’s second question is: “Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old?” God had required sacrifices of them. God had given them, in the first part of the Book of Leviticus, five offerings which they were to make, which were to be their approach to Him. So they asked the question, “Will it be adequate simply to go through the form of religion?”  We must understand that the people had departed into the form of religion and had forgotten about the relationship that they were to have with God. God had also given them a relationship with Himself, which they had lost. God wants us to have a right relationship with Him instead of merely and outward form of religion.

2 Timothy 3:5 

“Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.” 

Today we have a great many folks going through the form of religion and ceremony that do not have a right relationship with God. They have religion coming out of their ears. They are religious up to their eyeballs but they do not have a saving relationship with Christ. There is no real relationship with God. This can also happen to God’s people. Many of God’s people in the northern kingdom had lost their right relationship with their God. They had gone into the form of religious ceremony but had lost touch with the reality of a marvelous relationship that they could have with God.  

James 4:8 says:

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” 

How sad when we start moving into the religious mode and fail to do what the Lord requires of us or what He really wants from our lives. Religious ceremony and stagnate rituals and church routines are meaningless to the believer’s life. Going through the motions without a proper relationship to God is like driving a car without all of the spark plugs working properly. You will begin to sputter in your life as a believer. 
Question #3

Micah 6:7a 

“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil?”

“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten 

thousands of rivers of oil?” Now that is really being generous! In other words, they asked, “Why aren’t you pleased with us Lord? Is it because we haven’t done enough for you God? Should we do more for God to try to please Him?” Sometimes we feel that we are not doing enough to please God because we are basing all that we do for God on the outward ceremony of giving instead of righteous and godly conduct in life. God wants our purity in life before He wants our pocketbook! God wants godliness in life before He wants our gold coins. Many people feel that God is pleased with them if they give their ten percent or whatever they give. They feel that they can mail in their church check on Saturday and go golfing on Sunday morning and God will be pleased with them. They feel that giving is the only thing God requires of them. They are fooled! God is looking for a changed life and not merely a full offering plate.  

Like the people of God in the Old Testament, some saints also get to the place where they feel that they must have constant activity or be constantly doing something for the Lord. They can never stop and delight themselves in the Lord. They feel that they must have constant activity in order to please God. Unless they are continually giving something to the Lord they believe that they will fail to please the Lord. We must remember that God wants our life before He wants our activity or service. And all activity without worship leads to deadness and outward form, which becomes meaningless and moldy to the one performing it. Constant activity is never a sign of spiritual maturity. 

Question #4

Micah 6:7 

“… shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

The fourth question the people of Israel ask is going the outer limits: “Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” This was very meaningful to some people because they were surrounded by pagan peoples who in their worship of Molech and Baal offered human sacrifices. There were instances when even Israel turned in this direction. Two of the most godless kings of the southern kingdom indulged in human sacrifices - old Ahaz and old Manasseh. These two godless men offered their own children as burnt offerings. But is this what God would ask us to do or require of our lives?

I want to make it very clear that God never asked these people to offer a child as a human sacrifice. God did require that they give to Him the firstborn male of everything that was born to them, whether it be a cow, a sheep, an ox, or their son. But God made it very clear to them that He did not require human sacrifice. In other words, God would not accept a human sacrifice. 

Leviticus 18:21 says:

And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the Lord. 

Today America and other countries are giving their children to their own selfish god, which rules in their hearts. They would rather murder their babies instead of raise them. They are worshiping the god of independence and selfishness. America will pay for child sacrifice. I can tell you this. Every nation that sacrificed their children has been judged by God. And America will be no exception! Furthermore, we might add that whenever God’s people become more interested in their own rituals in life instead of integrity and humility before God; it’s then that they begin to engage their lives in activities, which are worldly and culturally impure. Their lives can become caught in the web of worldliness. 

So after all of these questions that the people asked concerning what God required and wanted out of their lives, Micah turns around and answers them by telling them what God really requires. And Micah is going to say to us today that God is not interested in merely our outward religious forms. God is not interested in the tangible things that you can give Him. God is interested in your day to day godly living. God is more interested in your righteous and humble life before Him. God wants real living instead of the outward trappings. He wants righteousness instead of the mere ritual. The people wanted to give goats but God says, “Give me godly living.” The people wanted to give God rams, but God says, “Give me righteous living.” 

Micah 6:8

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

These people wanted to know how to come before God. They wanted to know whether they should bring burnt offerings, whether they should bring many offerings, and whether they should offer even their own children as human sacrifices. Micah answers all of these questions: None of these things does God require. God requires something far more important than the rituals. God did not want them to “pay” Him. Instead God wanted them to change their actions and attitudes. God did not want them to be related to Him in only a monetary way. God wanted them to be related to Him inwardly and not just ritualistically. Many people today go through the forms but miss the reality of a fulfilling life in God. And they do this because they miss out on what God requires of them.   

What Micah is doing here is answering the questions of many sincere people in the northern kingdom of Israel who were in darkness, who had not been taught the Word of God. They wanted to know what God really required of them. We need to have this burning desire today. We need to really want to know what God requires of our lives today. When we lose this desire, then we lose focus in life. 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good.” We notice first of all that this is addressed to man (means any man in Israel). The application also means the man in the United States, not only the person of the seventh century but also the person of the twentieth century. This is for mankind. This is for you specifically today. And what God requires us to be is most important. Your basketball coach may require many things out of your life. Your boss at work may require you to do many things. But what your manager wants you to do is not as important as what God requires you to do. You see, what God requires of you is more important than anything else in life. God has requirements for your life that are to rate higher than any other requirements that man could ever give you. 

What does God require of me? This is a soul-searching question. There are three things that God requires of our lives. 

1. God requires us to live righteous.

You are “to do justly.” This means that you must live righteous before God or you must be a righteous person in your day to day manner of living. You must live righteously or justly before God and before man. You are to be just in your dealings with your fellow man; you are to be honest and true. This is the thought of righteous living. God is looking for righteous living. He is looking for a lifestyle that is open and honest before God and mankind. There is no replacement for righteous living. Many people in Micah’s day were not being just.

Micah 2:1-3 

“Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand. And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage. Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil.” 

Some people would lay awake at night thinking about what kind of evil they could do in the morning or the next day. They wondered about how they could greedily gain the other people’s fields and farms and add to their wealth or stockpile of goods.  They thought about how they could rip the people off and steal their lands and life savings.  

Micah 3:1-3 

“And I said, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel; Is it not for you to know judgment? Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck off their skin from off them, and their flesh from off their bones; Who also eat the flesh of my people, and flay their skin from off them; and they break their bones, and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh within the caldron.” 

Micah 3:9 

“Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity.” 

Instead of practicing justice many leaders within the nation were only practicing evil. In fact, they hated the good and loved the evil practices of covetousness and crookedness. These people became very twisted or warped in their thinking and dealings with others. We live in such a day as this. People suppress their moral conscious and become twisted and perverted in their thinking. Of course this is the opposite of the way leaders should act. 

Amos 5:15 

“Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the Lord God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.” 

Their perverse and perverted standards in life showed that they did not really love the Lord (Ps. 97:10 – “Ye that love the Lord, hate evil”) or fear Him (Prov. 8:13 - To fear the Lord is to hate evil,“). 

I had a telephone call the other day. On the other end of the line was a man who was trying to sell me some type of waterproofing for my basement. He had heard that there was a problem of leaking basements in my area. Well, the problem was this. We were in a drought warning at the time he made the phone call. Where did he hear that my basement was leaking? Well, he didn’t hear it from any person. It was simply one of those canned statements coming from the lips of a telephone con artist. Some people in the nation had become con artists who were very covetous and were starting to take advantage of the people.   

Micah 6:10 

“Are there yet the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that is abominable?” 

“Treasures of wickedness” refer to the wealth they had accumulated in their unjust dealings. They were counting their money and having fun doing it. They were getting rich through slick practices and unfair treatment of the people. 
Micah 6:11 

“Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances, and with the bag of deceitful weights?” 

There were many who were ripping the people off and dealing unjustly with the rest of the people. They were being dishonest in their business practices. They were cheating their customers. The sellers used dishonest scales and false weights to give less merchandise than the buyers thought they were getting. The people thought that they were getting a pound of hamburger and only received three quarters of a pound. When I go to our local market I expect the man behind the meat counter to keep his thumb off of the scales! God said He hates such unfair practices that take advantage of others. His repeated statements in the Word reflect His attitude to those who cheat others. 

Leviticus 19:35-36 

“Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment, in meteyard, in weight, or in measure. Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.” 

Deuteronomy 25:13-16 also says:

“Thou shalt not have in thy bag divers weights, a great and a small. Thou shalt not have in thine house divers measures, a great and a small. But thou shalt have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou have: that thy days may be lengthened in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. For all that do such things, and all that do unrighteously, are an abomination unto the Lord thy God.” 

Proverbs 11:1 

“A false balance is abomination to the Lord: but a just weight is his delight.” 

Proverbs 16:11 

“A just weight and balance are the Lord's: all the weights of the bag are his work.” 

Proverbs 20:23 also states:

“Divers weights are an abomination unto the Lord; and a false balance is not good.” 

If the weight is supposed to be a pound, then make sure it is a pound. Don’t make it a pound and a quarter. This is especially important when you are buying some more expensive meat or fish. I remember asking for one pound of shrimp. Yes, preachers can eat shrimp too! But the man behind the seafood counter gave me almost another half pound of shrimp and asked if the little extra was all right! Well, it was not all right because my family had to eat more than just shrimp for the entire week. 

Hosea 12:7 says:

“He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress.” 

Amos 8:5 talks about “falsifying the balances by deceit?” Obviously the people were not acting justly or loving mercy toward other people (Micah 6:8). Violence by rich people and lying by almost everyone were common.

Micah 6:12 

“For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants thereof have spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their mouth.” 

This once again sounds like the day in which we live. The world of the rich and famous are full of lies and deceit. But we must remember that God is looking at our own personal lives.  Have we been honest and up front to others in our dealings with them? Have we been paying our bills and treating people fairly in life? Are we a man and woman of integrity? Openness and honesty before others is a hallmark of Christian living. 

Romans 12:17 says:

“Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.” 

2 Corinthians 8:21 also says:

“Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.” 

A boy, 12 years old, was the important witness in a lawsuit.  One of the lawyers, after questioning him severely, asked, “Your father has been telling you how to testify, hasn't he?”  “Yes,” said the boy.  “Now,” pursued the lawyer, ”just tell us how your father told you to testify.”  “Well,” replied the boy modestly, “Father told me the lawyers would try to tangle me in my testimony; but if I would just be careful and tell the truth, I could say the same thing every time.”

God is looking for righteous living today which manifests itself in honesty among all people. He is looking for a people who are going to be straight in their living and testimony before God. God says, give it to me straight! I want upright living from you people. Clean up your act! I want you to live above reproach. God said to the nation and He is saying to you and me today: “I don’t want you religious ceremonies and your churchy pious platitudes. I want your righteous life. I want you to live righteously before a lost world and show mercy to other people. I want you to demonstrate godliness to others in the everyday norm of life.  Give me a real life – a righteous life instead of just a ceremonial life. I don’t want some kind of church life that is all showy. I want real living. I want you to demonstrate right living and kind and merciful living toward others.” God requires that you live righteously and honestly among others and before God. Dear friend, God requires it. Does that mean anything to you today?

Micah 6:8 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

This brings me to the next point. 

What does God require of me?  There are three things that God requires of our lives. 

1. God requires us to live righteous.

2. God requires us to show mercy.

The expression “to love mercy” has the idea of expressing loyal love, faithfulness or kindness in your commitments to meet the needs of others. Mercy means to show kindness and have a heart for other people. It means to reach out to others and try to help them and see them through some difficult time in their lives. As we have seen, the people were not showing mercy to others in their greedy and covetous actions. When their scales were dishonest and their business contracts had all kinds of clauses in them and loopholes, they were not showing mercy. Whatever happened to mercy in our lives? For that matter, what ever happened to insurance contracts without riders and loopholes? God wants us to demonstrate mercy to others that we come in contact with. 

Colossians 3:12 reminds us:

“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering.” 

Galatians 6:10 says:

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” 

God is saying to you today, “Bring on the mercy! Bring on the kindness! Will you just show some mercy to people instead of going for the dollar! Will you be some Good Samaritan to someone along the way?  Have a heart toward people. Go the extra mile of the way. What are you doing for others? If we are not careful, we can become selfish and live alone on this planet. But God is asking us to extend our hand of mercy to others. This is what God requires of us!  And if God requires this we should get busy doing it! We should start reaching out to others where we can. If God requires this and we do it, we can be sure that He will bless our lives today and honor us in the end when we stand before Him!  

Many in Micah’s day were not showing real love and kindness to other people. The merciful spirit had gone out of the nation. The department called “Mercy” had been remodeled and the new sign now read, “Help Yourself.” The people certainly were not expressing any kindness to others who were hurting and needy in life. Instead, they were like greedy bankers who wanted more and more and more without extending any kindness or mercy to any of the less fortunate people.  

Micah 3:9-11 tells the story:

“Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judgment, and pervert all equity. They build up Zion with blood, and Jerusalem with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? none evil can come upon us. 

Of course a ruler over God’s people was supposed to be just and fair, like God Himself. A leader was to desire righteous behavior in his own life and in the lives of his people. Instead of this, these rulers deliberately perverted uprightness. They even encouraged and took part in bloodshed and wickedness in the city of Jerusalem (“They build up Zion with blood” - 3:10), where justice and righteousness should have reigned. They also taught for money and were covetous in their dealings with men. The almighty dollar meant everything to them. There was no mercy in their heart. All the kindness and acts of mercy had departed from their lives. It was business as usual in the nation. Climbing the corporate ladder was the bottom line and their integrity did not matter to them. The almighty buck was everything to them. It ruled their lives. Instead of having some mercy toward people they began to squeeze the people for everything that they had. 

When a Michigan deerhunter found a 100-pound buck struggling to get out of a mud-bog in which it was hopelessly stuck, the hunter's first thought was to shoot, but he couldn't bring himself to pull the trigger.  Instead, he called for the help of his partner.  Together they snared the animal with a rope and pulled it out of the mud.  The moment it was freed, the deer bolted to freedom.  The hunter later recalled, "When you see a deer like that, eyeball to eyeball, it's a little different. I think the eyes did it--that longing look, like, 'What are you going to do?'" Well my friend, what are you going to do this week to show mercy to others? God requires you to demonstrate kindness and love to others. May we have a merciful heart today. 

What does God require of me? There are three things that God requires of our lives. 

1. God requires us to live righteous.

2. God requires us to show mercy.

3. God requires us to humble ourselves. 

Micah 6:8 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

When Micah said that the people must come down off of their pedestal in life and begin “to walk humbly with thy God” he was probably opening a can of worms. But this is exactly what the people needed to hear. The people could not keep saying, “Business as usual.” They had to come down to the place where they would humble themselves before God and do some old fashioned repenting of sin. 

James 4:8-10 

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” 

The context demands that we are to humble ourselves in God’s sight through repentance and the forsaking of sin in our lives. We have a tendency to treat sin too lightly, even to laugh about it (“let your laughter be turned into mourning”). But sin is serious, and one mark of true humility is facing the seriousness of sin and dealing with our disobedience. Repentance and humility work hand in hand. “A broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise” (Ps. 51:17). God must break our heart over sin before we will repent of that sin! He must bankrupt or lives. 

Sometimes we hear a believer pray, “O Lord, humble me!” That is a dangerous thing to pray. Far better that we humble ourselves before God, confess our sins, weep over them, and turn from them. “To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My Word” (Isaiah 66:2). 

Then, when we do this, we can expect God to lift us up. He will lift us up to the place of victory and newfound blessing in life. He will also lift our hearts into newfound joy and satisfaction. David knew this to be true (Psalm 51:10-12). The way up is down. The lowly one becomes the lifted one. There is a marked advantage to humility. It gives us the victorious lift in life that we need. If we honestly take our place in the dust at His feet, He will lift us up to the place of victory over sin and new blessing in our lives. God will also lift us up to the place of respect and honor before a watching world when we practice living a life of integrity and righteousness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord and He shall you lift you up! He will not only lift us up to the place of victory and honor and respect before a watching world, but He will also exalt us in due time when we stand before Him! God will exalt us in the future in that He will reward us in relationship to how we have lived and managed our life down here upon earth. 

The people in Micah’s day were not walking in a humble fashion before the Lord and fellowshipping with God.  Instead, they had a haughty spirit about them.

Micah 2:3 

“Therefore thus saith the Lord; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil.” 

The people were puffed up in their ability to gain wealth and deceive others. They viewed themselves as great businessmen who had climbed the corporate ladder of success and who had successfully achieved the American Dream or in this case – the Jewish dream. Instead of humbly bowing before God and seeking His face, they were full of pride and delight in what they had accomplished. My friend, God hates the bubble of pride. And if you have pride in your life, sooner or later God is going to pop your bubble and show you a thing or two.  

Proverbs 6:16-17 

“These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,.” 

I remember the days when my children used to play with bubbles. Many times they used to spill the bottle on the sidewalk and start crying! Remember those days? But they would take that sticky liquid and have a good time blowing bubbles and popping them as those bubbles went floating through the air.  

May I say today that some of us need to have our bubbles popped! We need to have God take His finger and stick it in our giant bubble of pride that we have created around ourselves so that it will pop. We need to be brought down to the place of humility before God and realize that we have nothing to brag about because God has given to us everything that we have and has given us the ability to accomplish and do everything that we do. I think we all need to be on guard against the sin of pride. Pride is a sinful stench in the nostrils of God. God is looking for a humble life today. He is looking for a life that is laid out before Him in repentance and humility and which longs to give Him all the glory. 

A top-ranking British official once entertained a haughty and sophisticated lady in his home.  By mistake his assistant asked her to sit on the left of her host rather than the place of honor at his right hand.  The visitor was offended and became very indignant.  Turning to the general, she said, "I suppose you have real difficulty in getting your aide-de-camp to seat your guests properly at the table."  "Oh, not at all," came the reply; "I have found that those who matter don't mind, and those who mind don't matter!"

2 Chronicles 7:14 says: 

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 

I understand that we cannot use this verse as a promise for American revival. This is a promise given specifically to the nation of Israel in their own day and time and deals with the healing of their crops in their land. God has never given this promise in the epistles for the church. Nonetheless, we can gain some important principles in this verse about humility. In fact, this verse is really a summary of what Micah has said in 6:8.  The point is this. God wants His people to turn from their wicked ways and live righteously or justly before Him and mankind. God wants you and me to repent of our sins and humble ourselves before Him so that He can bless our lives once again and use us mightily in His work and service. But God cannot do anything for us and He cannot work in our lives unless we are willing to repent of the things that we are doing that are wrong. This means that we must humble ourselves under God’s holy will and way for our lives. Only when we humble ourselves in repentance can we expect to “hear from heaven” or receive God’s rich blessing upon our lives.

Micah 6:8 

“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” 

God has told us what He requires from our lives. He lays it out right before us and says, “There you go. Now do it.” We must understand from this message that God is not merely looking for our church activity. God is not looking for the goats and rams that the people wanted to bring Him. The people said, “God, what can we give you in church that will please you?” 
Micah 6:7 once again says:

“Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

God is looking for godliness instead of goats. God is looking for righteousness instead of rams. God is not merely looking for our outward rituals or our ten percent in the offering plate. God wants our life! Our whole life! He wants right living and honest living and clean living. He wants us to show a life of kindness to others and demonstrate repentance and humility in our lives before His holy presence. 

Today we have the fake sweeteners on the market. There is Nutra-Sweet, Equal and all those other non-sugared brand sweeteners. Well, for me, I will take the 100% pure cane sugar. I want the real stuff. I like the real sugar and not the fake sugar sweeteners or substitutes as they are called.  My friend, allow me to say today that God is looking for a real life instead of an artificial life. He is looking for the real sugar instead of the substitute. God is looking for the real stuff! God has told us in Micah 6:8 exactly what He wants and expects out of our lives. So bring it on! Bring on the sugar! Bring on the real living! Bring on the real stuff!  Bring on the good stuff! The world is looking for the artificial but God is looking for the real! 

God wants us to live a holy, honest and righteous life before Him and before others. God wants us to learn to humble our lives before Him in repentance so that we can fellowship with Him and truly live a life that is pleasing to Him. Humility before God will also translate into humility before others. The people in Micah’s day needed to realize that God is looking for a change of heart and life instead of just a formal ceremony and ritual. 

1 Samuel 15:22 

“And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” 

That about says it all! In essence, there is nothing better than obeying God. You can play church and go through the motions of Christianity and still not be doing what God really requires of your life. You can put on your spiritual cosmetics on Sunday when you go to church but not be truthful or full of integrity in your day to day living. You might be a Sunday School teacher or singing choir member on Sunday but become a worldly Christian on Monday. You may pay God your ritual money on Sunday but refuse to pay the doctor the money that you owe him on Thursday. You may act like you care in church when you pray that little prayer – “God bless all the sick folk” but in the thick of life you really don’t take time to show mercy to some poor hurting soul. This is what Micah is talking about. Dear friend, God is looking for substance more than heartless service and ceremonies. I say again. God is looking for godliness instead of goats. God is looking for righteousness instead of rams. 

But can we really live a life such as this? Remember: God’s requirements are God’s enablements. This means that we can live the kind of life that God requires of us. What God requires of us He will also enable us to do. And today He enables us to live for Him through the indwelling presence and power of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:25). My friend, when God says, “This is what I require of you,” then there is no choice in the matter! Let’s get busy doing it. It’s all that is going to matter for time and eternity. It’s all that we need to lift up our lives and make them really count for God. So let’s bring on the good stuff, the real sugar. God wants the real and not the artificial. Be real! 
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