What About Christmas?

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

What about Christmas? There is some debate between fundamental Bible believing and separated Christians concerning the celebration of Christmas. There are those practicing separated Christians (like the early Puritans of New England) who do not acknowledge Christmas in any way or fashion. They stay very low key about the Christmas holiday and all the festivities, which surround the Christmas holiday. There are good fundamental churches, which choose to not associate with Christmas in any way. They do not sing Christmas hymns or have specific messages geared around Christmas. 

On the other hand, there are other separated, Bible believing and fundamental believers who do celebrate Christmas and have no qualms about singing about Christ’s birth and handing out gifts to others at this time of the season. They have no problem with putting a Christmas tree in their home and decorating with Christmas lights. Why is there a difference of opinion among separated believers on this matter of celebrating Christmas? The reason is because of the pagan origin of this holiday. 

What did people originally celebrate on the date of December 25? December 25 was originally a time of Celtic pagan celebration. The pagans knew that at this point in their calendar year the shortest day and longest night had passed, that little by little the sun would rise higher and remain longer in the sky, bringing with it the promise of spring. The pagans would worship the sun god at this time of the year, as they looked forward to spring and the new crop season. They realized that the sun god would promote good crops for the coming spring season. 

Prior to this day occurred the week-long Roman feast called Saturnalia (December 17-24), held in honor of the Romans own agricultural deity called Saturn. Saturn was the ancient Roman god of agriculture.  Mythology says that Saturn helped usher in a period of prosperity that became known as the Golden Age. But one day Saturn vanished from the earth.  At the Roman Saturnalia festival, held in his memory every December, masters and slaves shared the same table as a sign that no social divisions existed during the Golden Age.  Saturn also gave his name to a planet and to the day, which we call Saturday. A car has also been named after this Roman God today which is called Saturn. If we want to be specific and picky about the whole paganism associated with Christmas, then in one sense we should also exclude Saturday from our calendars and fail to speak about this day of the week. Pagan roots are behind Saturday and even the cars, which they are making today. Maybe Christians should not have a Saturn car sitting in their driveway? 

As we have already suggested, Saturnalia extended from December 17 to 24.  And in A.D. 274, the Roman emperor Aurelian, made December 25 a feast of the invincible sun called Mithra. This was the ancient Persian God of light and truth, which later became known as the sun god. Aurelian officially declared December 25th as the birthday of the unconquered sun. Evidently he bought into the Celtic pagan worship of the sun. He recognized that at this midwinter date it reaches its lowest point in the Southern sky and begins its gradual movement northward again. The annual rebirth of the sun cycle was closely linked to the Romans new year and planting season. Therefore, houses were decorated with greenery and candles, and presents were given to children and the poor in view of the new crop season. Many of our Christmas customs have their origins in Saturnalia even though it was originally a pagan observance of the birthday of the unconquered sun. As we will see later, because Christianity spread throughout the Roman Empire, the pagan holiday was given a Christian connotation.

This Roman emperor wanted to recognize the sun god as a source of help for the new coming crop season. So worship to the sun god was established in Rome. This is why many Christians today have problems associating with Christmas or the season surrounding it. It is because of these pagan Celtic and Roman roots, which were originally associated with the date of Christmas.  Many Christians feel that any association with this date would tend to associate them with paganism and become a mark of compromise in their own lives with the paganism of the past. 

What about Santa Clause? Where did this Christmas figure have his origins? The historical records suggest that Saint Nicholas was a real man, probably the bishop or overseer of the Roman Catholic churches in the Roman province of Lycia. In the Middle Ages (3rd century to about 1450 or 1500), when it became popular for the Roman church to venerate saints, this man became highly honored for his deeds. Saint Nicholas was honored for giving many gifts to children and became the patron saint of children. Legend says that he gave gold to the daughters of a poor man so that the girls would not have to become involved in prostitution in order to earn their dowry for marriage. It was also said that he actually restored three boys back to life who had been cut up for bacon. There are many legends associated with this man. But in all probability, Saint Nicholas did exist. He was simply promoted to a godlike status over the years. Nicholas was especially popular in Holland. It seems that it was in Holland where Saint Nicholas was first linked to the idea of Christmas. Dutch children expected this venerated friendly saint of the children to visit them on the night of December 5.  Dutch children would place their wooden shoes by the fireplace so that they would be filled with gifts on this evening. The name Santa Clause actually comes from the Dutch name Sinterklass. The day when Saint Nicholas would honor the children with these gifts was originally believed to be on December 6. 

The Santa Claus observance has really become nothing more then a Roman Catholic/pagan myth. Many legends are centered around this man. The Catholic Pocket Dictionary of Saints has this to say about "Saint" Nicholas: "His popularity, already great, increased enormously when his relics were brought to Bari (seaport in South East Italy) in 1087, and his shrine was one of the great pilgrimage centers of medieval Europe. He is the patron of storm-beset sailors (for miraculously saving doomed mariners off the coast of Lycia), of prisoners, of children ... which led to the practice of children giving presents at Christmas in his name and the metamorphosis of his name, St. Nicholas and eventually into Santa Claus by the Dutch.” 

It should also be noted that the figure of Santa Claus is based on the Scandinavian god named Thor, who was associated with winter and the Yule log and rode on a chariot drawn by goats named Cracker and Gnasher." Saint Nicholas was somehow eventually associated with this god and through the years has been tied to gift giving and certain miraculous happenings. Thus, we have the gift giving which surrounds the Christmas holiday of today. This all stems back to the man named Nicholas and the legends surrounding him.  Santa Claus became very popular in America due to the American poet Clement Moore, who wrote a most famous poem in 1822. It was published in the New York Sentinel which became immediately popular and has endured ever since. The first words in that famous poem went like this: “Twas the night before Christmas.”

What should be the Christian reaction to a figure like Santa clause? What should we teach our children about Santa Clause? We should simply say that he was a man who gave gifts to people out of the own kindness of his heart. We might tell them that hundreds of years ago, there lived a man named Nicholas (later known as St. Nicholas) who gave to others. He was probably born in A.D. 280, and when he was still just a boy his parents died, leaving him great wealth. Later, as a bishop in Asia, he gave away much of his wealth to the poor -- especially to children. History tells us that when he was persecuted and imprisoned, he always shared his meager provisions with the inmates. 

We might give the history of Santa Clause to our children but we should never venerate him as the world does today. We should not place him on an equal status with Christ. We must tell our children to worship and honor Christ (Matthew 2:2,11) and strive to be like Christ (2 Cor. 3:18) and not Santa Clause. Christ is our example on how to live and not Santa Clause (1 Peter 2:21). We should also uphold Christ as the real giver of good gifts (James 1:17). The danger of promoting the Santa Clause character is that we will get our eyes off of Christ and place them on a man (Hebrews 12:2). Our children have never promoted the Santa Claus person and the legends surrounding him and we have never had Santa's image in our home. The reason is because we will get our children to focus on a man instead of Christ. 

Where did Christmas trees come from? Christmas trees have their origin in the ancient celebrations of this Roman festival called Saturnalia. As they worshipped the god called Saturn the Romans would decorate their pagan temples with greenery and candles. The Romans soldiers who conquered the British Isles also found that the Celtic Druid people would worship mistletoe. They also discovered that the Germanic people or Saxon people of the 3rd and 4th centuries used ivy and holly in pagan religious ceremonies. All of these pagan customs found their way into the Christmas customs that we have today.  

Certain symbols, originating largely from the classical Celtic and Roman paganism, such as lights, greenery, and special foods, gradually became associated with Christmas. There was also a feast on December 6 that was held in order to honor Saint Nicholas. As we have already discovered, Saint Nicholas was actually a fourth century bishop that was noted for his work of giving gifts, especially to children. 

These symbols of the past pagan celebrations were still incorporated in the celebration around Christ’s birth. The lights that once depicted the sun god and the special foods and other items that once were used to honor Mirtha or this god of the sun were now incorporated into the Christian holiday in Rome. They obviously took on new meaning then they previously had. Since the lights, trees and food were not evil in and of themselves, they were incorporated into the Christmas holiday. 

Interesting enough, the first person to actually light a Christmas tree with candles may have been Martin Luther in the sixteenth century, who was the father of the Reformation. He introduced the practice of putting candles on Christmas trees to celebrate Christmas, which honored the birth of Christ into the world. However, because of the past wickedness associated with the holiday, the Puritans or pilgrims in early America rejected Christmas celebrations altogether. They deliberately worked on December 25 in order to disassociate themselves with any Christmas festivities. The Puritans in England actually had a law passed in 1644, which made sure that Christmas Day was an official working day. 
The Puritans in England and early New England America wanted to give no recognition of this celebration because of its pagan origins. There was a time in England when it was actually illegal to cook plumb pudding or mince pie in connection with the holiday. The Puritans in England and those who came to New England tried to abolish Christmas. Christmas was banned in 17th century England when Oliver Cromwell and his puritan followers gained temporary rule, forbidding what was called the "heathen celebration of Christmas." However, in spite of the battles against Christmas, it still survived.  The move to band Christmas was unpopular, and Christmas survived and has been developed commercially since the Industrial Revolution. The holiday similarly was banned for a time in colonial New England. Just for statistical interests, did you know that Christmas wasn't made a legal holiday in Massachusetts until 1856?

Another interesting fact is that the first commercially produced Christmas card was produced and sold in England by Sir Henry Cole and J. C. Horsley in 1846. These first cards outraged Christians because they portrayed a group of people drinking. It was at least 25 years after this before Christmas cards were widely used. Today Christmas cards are a billion dollar industry.   

In any event, the real background and legends of Christmas have been one of mythology and paganism adopted by Romanism. Therefore, some believers choose to not associate with this date or season of the year in any manner or fashion. In addition, since Romanism is a corrupt system in and of itself, some believers chose not to associate with the date and season that this false church began to use in order to honor the birth of Christ. 

Was Christmas originally recognized as Jesus' birthday? The actual practice of celebrating Christmas was adopted and popularized by the Roman Catholic Church. This church (not the true church) adopted this date from the timing of the pagan mid-winter solstice marking the turn of the year. The observance of Christmas within the Roman Catholic Church first began in fourth-century Rome. We must understand that the observance was timed to coincide with this midwinter pagan festival honoring the imperial army's sun god, Mithra. Christmas is simply a Catholic tradition which began to be celebrated on December 25 to counteract the worship of the Sun god.

It was not until the fourth century that the day of Christmas became permanently fixed on the 25th of December. Up to that time it had been irregularly observed at various times of the year—in December, in April, and in May, but most frequently in January. The December date (December 25) was taken over by the Roman Catholic Church to celebrate Jesus' birthday instead of the worship of the sun god. A replacement was made for the paganism of the time.  With the legalization and toleration of Christianity under the Roman emperor Constantine (312), both December 25 and January 6 became Christianized feasts. In 336 the emperor Constantine declared Christ’s birthday as an official holiday. In time, Catholic churches made this a holy day of their own. By A.D. 336, the Roman Catholic Church had decided that all believers should celebrate the birthday of the Lord Jesus, the Son of righteousness on December 25. This is how December 25 gained its Christian emphasis. Some church leaders like Chrysostom still rebuked Christians for observing the pagan holiday. But Christmas was now fully entrenched as a Christian holiday and still survives to this day. 

However, even after the official declaration of Constantine and the trend to fix December 25 as the date of Christ’s birth, there were still those who were honestly searching for the proper day to celebrate Christ's birth. Some churches were continuing to celebrate Jesus' birth on January 6 in connection with the veneration of Saint Nicholas, others April 20, May 20, March 29, and September 29. Finally, so much confusion once again reigned over this matter that Saint Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, about the middle of the fourth century, inquired of the Roman bishop, Julius, regarding the correct date. Julius wrote Cyril and reported that he personally favored December 25. Obviously refusing to accept this date as valid, Cyril and the Jerusalem church continued celebrating the event for many years on January 6. In A.D. 354, two years following the end of Saint Julius' reign, the new Roman bishop, Liberius, ordered all his people to celebrate December 25 as the correct day of Christ's birth.  With the passage of time this date became the more popular and was soon adopted by most of Christendom. 

In spite of all this controversy over the date of Christ’s birth, to this day, nobody really knows for sure what month Christ was actually born. However, we can be quite sure that Christ was not born in the month of December. The fact that the shepherds were out in the fields when He was born (see Luke 2:8) is evidence that Jesus was not born in the wintertime. In the Middle East, December is not a month when shepherds or sheep remain in the open fields at night. Winters in the mountain regions of Judea are not a time for flocks to be long exposed to the elements of nature. Because of the cold weather and the chilling rains, it is most unlikely that they would be outdoors. Possibly, then, Jesus may have been born sometime after the rains of April and before those of November -- the season sheep would be found in the open fields at night. Although of this we cannot be certain. 

Another interesting point is that December is not a likely month for a governor to call a tax registration. In the same chapter of Luke's Gospel (Luke 2:1-6) we find this taxation order going forth. It was for this reason that people made his way to his own town where the taxes would be collected (verses 1-3). Since it was necessary for everyone to make his way to his own town in order to pay this decreed tax, it is highly unlikely that a governor would choose winter when travel would be difficult for people. 

To the best of our knowledge the apostles and their immediate successors attached no significance whatsoever to the date of Christ's birth. In fact, they could not have identified when Christ was born even if they had been asked. This is because historians did not begin to date history from Christ's birth until the sixth century, when a learned monk of Rome, Dionysius Exiguus, introduced the method. In fact, Dionysius, we now know, erred in his computations and dated Christ's birth some four or five years too late in history. That's why today's books, rather than adjusting the dates for all historical events, simply list Christ's birth at about 4 B.C. instead of at the normal number one mark. Regardless of the year, one deduction about the day of His birth may be made. It almost certainly was not during the month of December. 

Some other scholars have also calculated that Jesus' birth came in about 6 or 7 B.C., meaning paradoxically "Before Christ". The revised time was determined partly by the fact that Herod the Great ruled Judea when Jesus was born and history records that Herod died in 4 B.C. In what month the birth occurred, or on what day, has been a matter of speculation for centuries. Possible dates include: February 2, March 25, April 19, May 20, October 4, November 17. 

A British physicist and astronomer, David Hughes, has calculated that the date of Christ’s birth was September 17, 7 B.C., based on various scientific evidence, including that of a conjunction of two planets, Jupiter and Saturn, in the constellation Pisces on that date. He concludes in a book that this extraordinary celestial display was the "star" seen by the distant wise men. This of course is conjecture. None the less, there are those even today who are still researching this matter. Just the other day I heard another astronomer talking about what was going on in the heavens prior to the day of Christ’s birth. Whatever happened, we know that it was a supernatural working of God!

The 17th century German astronomer, Johannes Kepler, similarly had calculated a three-planet conjunction, including Venus as well as Jupiter and Saturn, in the same constellation in 7 B.C. In any case, a variety of months and days have been used over the centuries in different parts of the world to celebrate the occasion. Some Eastern Orthodox churches still do it on January 6. For all of the conjecture, clouded chronology and legal background of Christmas, the biggest mystery is still in its message.

1 Timothy 3:16 says:

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” 
God in the flesh had entered the human race in love for the world of lost mankind in order to become the Savior of the world (John 3:16; Luke 2:8-11). 

In any event, we must understand why some separated believers have chosen to not follow the seasonal Christmas celebrations. It is because of the way Roman Catholicism has tried to Christianize something that was originally pagan.  It is also because they do not want to promote something that Romanism promotes. Coupled with this fact is that the Roman Catholic Church is really following the Babylonian mother and child cult which has been carried down through the centuries of time. In Babylon, the fountainhead of all false religion, there originated the story of the birth of Tammuz. Tammuz was supposedly the virgin born son of Semiramis, who was the wife of Nimrod. Nimrod gathered men for the rebellion which occurred in Babylon (Genesis 10:9). 

Semiramis actually was the key instigator of this cultic practice which claimed that her son was virgin born and was God incarnate. She was called the Queen of Heaven. This same mother child cult was passed down through the centuries of time. Even in later Bible history we see the people offering cakes to another god (the Babylonian God of love – Ishtar) that is given the same title as the Queen of Heaven (see Jeremiah 7:16-18; 44:17-19, 25). Incidentally, Mary is also called the Queen of Heaven by the Roman Catholic Church. Roman Catholics worship Mary as the ancient people of Babylon once worshipped Semiramis. Other cultures began to develop this same pagan practice of worshipping the mother of a virgin born son. For instance, Ishtar (Babylonian god), Isis (Egyptian god), Aphrodite or Venus (Greek & Roman god) and many other false gods associated with pagan cultures and countries began to be tied in with this mother worship. 

The Roman Catholic worship of Mary is simply a continuation of a long history of paganism that surrounds this mother and child cult, which originated in ancient Babylon and was passed down through the centuries.  All of these countries and cultures all seemed to have this particular worship that centered on the woman called the Queen of Heaven who miraculously conceived a virgin born son named Tammuz. This is why we have the people weeping over the Babylonian deity called Tammuz (see Ezekiel 8:14).   Roman Catholicism has simply changed the name of Tammuz to Christ but still worships Mary as the Queen of Heaven. 

So what does all of this have to do with Christmas? The point is that some fundamental and separated Christians do not associate with Christmas for the very reason that Roman Catholicism has adopted this ancient or old Babylonian cultic practice of worshipping a woman (Mary) who they have elevated to a state of godhood.  Therefore, they do not want to associate with any of the borrowed pagan customs of ancient Babylon. They do not want to seemingly identify or associate with the practice of Romanism, which honors a mother who gave birth to Christ.  Therefore, the best way to not associate with the Roman Catholic Babylonian heresy of this woman worship is to not sing any Christmas hymns and not promote anything that reminds us of Christ’s birth. The thinking of some is that if we identify with Christ’s birth then we must also in some measure identify with the worship of Mary. This is simply why some good separated brethren do not associate with Christmas. 

There is really a three-fold reason why some brethren choose to not promote Christmas. First, because of the Celtic and Roman paganism associated with the holiday. The Sun god and Saturn are associated with these holiday dates and would tend to promote the ways of the heathen. Second, the Roman Catholic Church has been promoting the ancient mother child cult by elevating a mother called Mary to the state of godhood. The Roman church calls her the mother of God. Because of this reason there are those brethren who choose to not associate with this season of the year. Some believers conclude that Roman Catholicism has Christianized the pagan holiday of the sun god and should not try to Christianize those things that are originally pagan in origin. Third, there are those believers that have nothing to do with Christmas for the very reason of the adopted name which has come to be called Christmas. 

The name Christmas actually comes from the Roman Catholic practice of the Mass. It is Christ Mass or the celebration of the Roman Catholic Mass of Christ. The name for Christmas then represents the Mass of Christ. In the Medieval or Middle Ages the celebration of Christmas took the form of a special mass said at midnight on the eve of Christ's birth. Since this was the only time in the Catholic church year when a midnight mass was allowed, it soon became known in the Old English as Christes Masse (Christ's Mass), from which is derived Christmas.

This ceremony is a great abomination to the truth in that it represents a continual sacrifice of Christ and destroys the once and for all sacrifice of Christ that washes away all of our sins for time and eternity (see Hebrews 7:27; 9:25-28; 10:10, 14). Christ is not re-offered for us today. His sacrifice is unlike the Old Testament sacrifices that could not take away sin. Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient to save us forever (Hebrews 7:25). A sacrifice that must be re-offered is a sacrifice that has typically been represented in the Old Testament as a sacrifice that cannot save us! 

The Catholic Catechism, 1975, says: "The sacrifice on the altar is no mere commemoration of Calvary, but a true and proper act of sacrifice, whereby Christ the high priest, by an unbloody immolation offers himself a most acceptable victim to the eternal father, as he did on the cross."

Roman Catholicism teaches that a person literally eats Christ in the Mass and receives merits or graces to help them on their way to Heaven. Eating Christ becomes a meritorious work that one must do in order to have more saving benefits conferred to their account. This system keeps the Roman Catholic from actually believing on Christ as their Savior.  Instead of believing on Christ, they eat Christ within the ceremony of the Mass and claim to merit a certain amount of graces necessary in their process of salvation, which is based upon some kind of installment program. Nobody really knows how many masses it takes or how many graces one must receive in order to merit salvation! Not even the pope knows this answer. 

Certain believers take their stand against Christmas and anything associated with the name of Christmas since the name Christmas is associated with the Roman Catholic Mass of corruption. They choose to not associate with the name of Christmas at all because of its origin and meaning adopted by Romanism. 

When looking at the reasons why some separated believers choose to not associate with Christmas, we might wonder if every Christian should develop the same convictions as others and stop associating with this holiday. Let me clarify something at this point. I place myself in the same ranks with any separated and fundamental Bible believing Christian, whether or not we agree or disagree on participating with Christmas.  Biblical separation from apostasy, ecumenicalism, charismatic teaching and worldly music is a necessity for upholding a fundamental position on separation. However, there are some areas that even fundamental separated Christians disagree on. These are non-essential areas that are not in and of themselves evil. They are areas, which do not necessarily promote something that is intrinsically evil in its make up or design.  I think such a matter of Christmas is one of these areas. I will not argue over this issue with any separated brother. If he has a strong conviction against 

Christmas there is absolutely nothing wrong with that conviction. I think we need to ask ourselves several questions about Christmas.

1. Is singing Christmas hymns and honoring Christ’s birth any direct violation of separated Biblical principles, even though the early church did not practice this?

2. Is there anything wrong with a person bringing a tree into their

     home to enjoy at the Christmas holiday?

3. Is there anything wrong with a Christian hanging lights on a tree

outside their home?

4. Do Christians really associate or place their stamp of approval on

     the Roman Catholic Mass while honoring the birth of Christ at the

     Christmas season?  

5. Are Christians honoring the ancient sun god or the god Saturn as they promote the message of Christ’s birth or use greenery around 

     their homes at the Christmas holiday?

6. Can a Christian truly be separated if they participate in the

     Christmas season?

These are the real questions that confront us today. We want to try and conclude this paper by addressing these types of questions in a practical and Biblical fashion. It would seem that we don't have to necessarily reject every social custom or tradition of the Christmas season. We must examine every social custom by the Word of God. God's people are plainly warned to beware of philosophy, the tradition of men, and the rudiments (fundamental principles) of the world, which are not after Christ (see Col. 2:8). When we start venerating Santa Clause and placing emphasis on a man other then Christ, then we become entrenched in the “tradition” of men. When we allow materialism to override the Christmas holiday and take control of our heart, then we have allowed the “world” to gain a foothold in our life (1 John 2:15-17). When we allow mankind to tell us that the true meaning of Christmas is something other then Christ and the salvation that He came to bring to mankind, then we have followed the “philosophy” of man.  

We must simply understand that there is nothing inherently wrong with putting greens around your house or a tree in your home. Many of us bring trees into our home throughout the year to decorate our place. There is nothing wrong with this. In Rome during the 4th century, any tree or plant brought into the home after Christmas was a way of expressing honor to the sun god. Dear friend, this type of mindset is not true for today. Furthermore, there is nothing intrinsically wrong with lights. These items cannot become evil by nature or design (Romans 14:14). Unlike music, these particular things are amoral in their design. Music is not amoral because it can become evil in its makeup or design. It can become altered and abused from a musical standpoint. However, lights and trees cannot become altered in their design or ever become evil in their display of light or greenery like music can. Lights are always lights and greens are always greens. Trees are always trees. 

Some believers may claim that other Christians are associating with the paganism of the past when they celebrate Christ’s birth in any way or fashion. They may also conclude that another believer is violating certain Scriptural principles, which deal with wrong association, when they participate in gift giving, the hanging of lights, and the erection of Christmas trees within their home. 

In response to these concerns, we might conclude that since the Christmas season was Christianized in the history of the church, it would seem appropriate to assume that the symbols that pagans once used to honor the sun god or Saturn have lost their significance and meaning. The amoral symbols that were once used for pagan purposes have lost their meaning over the years.  Therefore, if the believer uses lights and trees, there is no danger of any wicked association with the past. 

I am a separatist who wants to uphold holy and Biblical standards of separation today. And I am also fully aware that separated Christians must be extremely careful about all of their associations in the world in light of Scriptural truth (1Cor. 10:20; 1 Thess. 5:22).  However, as a separated Bible believing pastor, I personally have not found any proof text or principles in the Bible that would lead me to conclude that it is wrong to remember Christ’s birth. 

Others will be quick to note that separated believers are promoting Roman Catholicism and their blasphemous practice of the Mass when celebrating Christmas in any way. After all they say, the word for Christmas actually means Christ in the Mass. I would like to say that I personally do not like the name Christmas.  However, I find no valid reason to assume that when a separated believer sings Christmas hymns about Christ or hangs Christmas lights around the holiday season that they are putting their stamp of approval on the Catholic Mass. This in my opinion seems to be a stretch of the imagination. 

Someone once said:

“It is not always impossible to abstain from everything which may appear evil to a narrow and foolish mind.”

We must always use common sense when making accusations about wrong associations. Don’t misunderstand me, there are plenty of wrong associations. But we must always remember that we cannot live in a bubble within this life or behind closed doors. If I were to attend an ecumenical rally where Roman Catholics were involved, then I would come into a wrong religious association with the system of Romanism and be promoting their ideas and philosophies (1 Cor. 10:20). I would also be disobedient to the clear Biblical mandate for separation (2 Cor. 6:17). We do fellowship with error and evil by religious association. However, it is altogether different when we simply want to promote Christmas hymns centered on Christ in a separated fundamental church. We draw no religious ties to Romanism by doing this. Furthermore, we can certainly place a Christmas tree in our home without compromising with the Roman Catholic Mass in some religious endeavor. There really is no outright religious compromise and approval of Romanism when a Christian decides to celebrate Christmas. These simply are those areas of Christian liberty that we face today (Romans 14 & 1 Cor. 8).

Allow me say that I am a firm separatist who denounces any involvement with Romanism. I once had a three-week series entitled “The claims of Pope John Paul.” I lost several people in the church over those messages and had several people walk out who were perhaps visiting Romans Catholics. But I make no apologies for preaching truth and exposing error. I will continue to do this uncompromisingly until the Lord returns. 

But what about learning the heathen customs? Jeremiah 10:2 says:

“Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at 

them.”

We must understand what the book of Jeremiah was forbidding. Jeremiah was concluding that we should never engage in idolatry. This is the way of the heathen that so many engage in today. Even heathen do things that are not sinful in and of themselves. However, when they begin to carve out idols and worship other gods, then we must learn not to worship these idols. In other words, we are not to copy the system of the world that promotes idolatry. 

Jeremiah 10:3-4

“For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not.”

Some have wrongly used this verse by associating it with Christmas trees. They conclude that Jeremiah is giving a prophecy about Christmas trees. This thinking is almost too silly to have to refute. Jeremiah is talking about cutting down trees in order to create idols that the people would worship. This is not a prophecy against Christmas trees. It speaks about idol worship. We are not worshipping a tree when we bring it inside our home and make it pretty. We are simply enjoying the tree. There is a vast difference between enjoyment and worship.
Once we understand the true interpretation of this passage, we might be able apply these verses to the Christmas holiday in another way. In these days angels are venerated and worshipped at the holiday season. People today are fascinated with angels. We have what I call “angelolatry” being promoted within our land. Worshipping angels is wrong. Angels have become idols to many people and this clearly violates this Scripture and many others (see also 1 John 5:21). Be careful that you do not venerate angels and find yourself being fascinated with them more then Christ.  Only Christ is to be worshipped at the Christmas season and throughout the year. 
Some sincere believers will also conclude that Christmas has nothing to do with Bible. I must agree with them wholeheartedly. It is true that Christmas has nothing to do with the Bible. Christmas is not Christ's day as outlined in the Bible. The first day of the week is the Lord's Day, the day of His resurrection, and it is the only special day that God has given to Christians. We are specifically told to meet on the first day of the week to honor or commemorate Christ's resurrection (1 Cor. 16:2). However, there can be no Biblical error in honoring the birth of Christ and His great humility and condescension into this world. For “great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh…” (1 Timothy 3:16). Something that is so great as His incarnation can be honored without being evil. In fact, every time a preacher preaches on the incarnation of Christ he is honoring His birth. There is absolutely nothing wrong with honoring the birth of Christ. 

There are other things that we do today within the church, which are not specifically recorded in the Bible. For instance, we have a Sunday school program for children and choirs in the church today, which were not recorded as being a part of the early church practice. We also have Bible Schools and camp ministries. None of these things are certainly wrong in and of themselves. This simply demonstrates an important point. Just because the early church was not involved in one particular practice or custom does not mean that the practice or custom is wrong. Of course, a note of caution should be brought up at this point. This does not mean that we should begin to promote plays, dramas and films, which take the place of the clear preaching of the Word of God. The church is always to be the center for the preaching of the Word and not the promotion of other man made agendas and ideas which are designed to replace the Word of God (2 Timothy 4:2). Christmas does not replace the Word of God from being proclaimed. In fact, it promotes the truth of Christ’s coming into the world. 

I simply do not believe it is wrong to honor Christ during the Christmas season. Where in the Bible does it honestly say that we cannot sing Christmas hymns to honor the great incarnation and birth of Christ? Where in the Bible does it honestly say that we cannot bring a Christmas tree into our home so we can enjoy its beauty?  Where in the Bible does it honestly say that we cannot enjoy lights?  If the church would have never made an official declaration to Christianize the Christmas holiday and change its meaning, then I would choose to not associate with the Christmas season. However, since the course of church history cannot be changed and Christmas has been Christianized, then I see no reason why I cannot associate with the season in order to honor Christ. 

We can safely look at Christmas as a Christian holiday because of the way it became Christianized over the centuries. There are other holidays such as Halloween that have never been Christianized. The symbolism of Halloween was so evil that the church never tried to re-use the symbolism associated with this holiday and incorporate them into Christianity. These symbols of Halloween are still utterly Satanic in their connotation and to this day still point to occultic practices and the evil workings of the underworld (see the paper “Halloween – The Devil’s Day”). This is why all Christians should separate from such and evil holiday as Halloween. Through the years the symbols have maintained their same evil significance and connotations.  Christians who associate with this holiday are associating with the demonism and occultic symbolism that is still attached to the holiday. Halloween is the devil’s day whereas Christmas is made to be Christ’s day in that the church celebrates Christ’s birth. The difference between the two holidays is night and day.  

When should a Christian separate from various practices, customs, symbols, and holidays?  
· When the customs, symbols, and holidays still represent darkness (Eph.  5:11). 

· When the customs, symbols, and holidays still represent paganism (Jer. 10:2).  

· When the customs, symbols, and holidays still represent unrighteousness and Satanism (2 Cor. 6:14-17).

· When the customs, symbols, and holidays still promote worldly behavior (Rom. 12:2). 
 Dear friend, we are no longer honoring the sun god as pagan Rome did at the Christmas season! We are no longer honoring the god of Saturn. By bringing trees into our home or plants or anything green around the Christmas holiday or over the winter months for that matter, does not indicate that we are looking forward to the sun god blessing our crops in the spring. These Roman paganistic beliefs have lost their significance. These symbols no longer are tied to paganism. Therefore, I believe we can honor the birth of Christ without compromise. I believe we can identify with Christmas without identifying with the paganism of the past. Why? It’s because the paganism of the past has lost its meaning and significance. Therefore, we can use amoral things like lights and trees to beautify the Christmas holiday without compromising with the paganism of the past. We can also use these things, such as lights, to remind us of Christ, who is the light of the Word (John 8:12) and of His personal beauty (Psalms 90:17). This statement may sound rather canned and wishy washy to some of you who are reading this paper, but it really is true in my own personal life.  
I certainly do not enjoy all of the commercialism associated with Christmas, but I personally enjoy looking at the Christmas lights, listening to Christmas bells and good God honoring Christmas music.  Oh yes, I also enjoy eating those Christmas cookies! God pity the Christian who cannot enjoy those Christmas cookies with a glass of cold milk or hot coffee! Forgive me for overreacting, but cookies are my weakness. I’m sure there will be cookies in Heaven!  

Why can’t the Christian celebrate the birth of Christ is they celebrate the death and resurrection of Christ? I don’t’ think we need to be so closed about Christmas. Someone has stated: “To advise people to pay no attention to Christmas is like telling a dying man to ignore the doctor, to a hungry man to ignore food on the table, or a wandering man to ignore the guide who came to lead him to safety. God invaded our planet; this is a fact of history. Nobody can safely ignore it.”   

I am aware that certain fine separated brethren will disagree with me on this matter of Christmas. Whenever you write a paper on a subject like this there will be those who disagree. It is not my intention to cause controversy but to try and honestly evaluate why some separated brethren do not participate in Christmas and others do participate in Christmas. I am simply reminded of the Scriptural truth spoken about in 1 Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 says:

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”

As I investigate the way that Christmas has been changed from its pagan roots and brought over to celebrate the birth of Christ; I can without reservation sing Christmas hymns to the glory of God. I can sing about Christ’s birth and wonderful incarnation within the lost world of humanity and honestly do it to the glory of God. Is not God glorified when we sing about His only son and how He humbled Himself to become a baby? Cannot God be glorified when we take Scriptural truth about His beloved Son and sing about it within the church? I cannot conceive how God can really be dishonored with such a practice as this. In any event, for those sincere brethren who still have trouble identifying with Christmas, I want to leave with you a good verse to claim for your feelings of reservation and position on this holiday. 

Romans 14:5-6

“One man esteemeth one day above another:  another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.”
There was disagreement in the early days of the church over the particular day to worship the Lord. Jewish brethren who had come from Judaism had a hard time dismissing themselves from Saturday worship. Gentile brethren worshipped on Sunday without any problem. The early church practiced Sunday worship in commemoration of the resurrection of Christ and this was to be God’s design for the succeeding church generations (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2; Rev.1:10). Initially there was much disagreement about this particular day of worship and even some of the other Sabbath days in Israel’s past history of worship due to God’s new dispensational dealings with His people in the program of the church. Paul solved the problem when he writes how the believers must learn to understand their difference of opinion over these days and not make a mountain out of a molehill. In other words, these days were not the real issues!

In a similar fashion, the day of Christmas is not the real issue! Let us not make a mountain out of a molehill. May I say today, the day of Christmas is not part of the real issues of separation among separated and fundamental believers today. We may try to fight over this particular day and the celebration of this day, but we are not going to get anywhere doing it. We must focus on the real issues of compromise and worldliness such as ecumenicalism, New Evangelicalism, apostasy, worldly music and worldly living. It’s these areas (not Christmas) that are causing serious spiritual erosion in the church and are destroying the separated stand of the church. They are taking the church away from the holy standard of living that God has intended for us to follow and maintain. As fundamental separated believers, we are in the fight together. We cannot allow these petty disagreements about Christmas to divide us and deter us from what our true goal is all about which is to stress the holiness of God in the lives of God’s people. 

If this paper will stimulate some unity, help and understanding about the holiday of Christmas among the brethren, I will be grateful. Whatever the case may be, we must learn to accept certain differences about this non-essential matter of Christmas. We must not let the trivial matters about Christmas divide us as true separatists. We must not allow the day of Christmas to destroy the true work of God among separated and fundamental believers (Romans 14:20). Our united position against the true compromise of New Evangelical worldliness in the modern church is desperately needed in these last days. 

Romans 14:3 is a timely reminder to all the brethren who are holding fast until the Lord returns. The issue of celebrating Christmas may very well be comparative to this same biblical truth:

“Let not him that eateth (celebrates Christmas) despise him that eateth not (chooses to not celebrate Christmas); and let not him which eateth not (chooses to not celebrate Christmas) judge him that eateth (celebrates Christmas): for God hath received him.”
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