“The Sons of God”

(Genesis 6:2)

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

A reporter came to a fire one day where a house was steadily burning down to the ground. He noticed that there was a little lad standing by with his mom and dad. The reporter said, "Son, it looks like you don't have a home any more." The little boy answered courageously, "We have a home--we just don't have a house to put it in."

It’s wonderful to be able to say that we have a real home life that is not devastated and disrupted by Satan. But Satan has always been out to get the family for one reason or another. History proves this to be true. When Satan was trying to corrupt the line through which Christ was to be born, he attacked the family. Yes, he attacked the whole human race, but in attacking the human race he attacked the family. Satan gets to the human race by attacking the family institution. 

Genesis 6:1-2

“And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.”
This was a strike of Satan against society and the family in order to destroy the line of Christ. The serpent’s plan was to destroy God’s witness in the world through the family unit and to ultimately pollute the line of Christ. There have been three generally excepted interpretations of this passage. Some suggest that the “sons of God” have reference to only the godly line of Seth through whom Christ would come. The “daughters of men” have reference to the ungodly line of Cain or the Cainite people. In other words, the marriage has to do with the righteous race of Seth and the unrighteous race of Cain. There are several weaknesses to this view. First, who can even imagine that all of those people in the line of Seth were righteous and holy in their everyday living when the whole earth was being overspread and man was becoming wicked? It is a stretch of the imagination to think that every person in Seth’s line remained godly. Second, we might also argue that it is very possible that there were godly people in the line of Cain. To conclude that all the people in the line of Cain were evil is somewhat questionable. The evident contrast between “the sons of God” and the “daughters of men” was not intended to convey a difference between a holy line and unholy line of human beings. 

Some hold to a dynastic-ruler interpretation of this account. They suggest that the term “sons of God” refers to kings or dynastic rulers primarily descended from Cain. The term “God” is taken in its plural sense to indicate judges as it does in other places in the Bible (Exodus 21:6; 22:8-9). Understood in this fashion, “sons of God” may refer to the “sons of judges” and be linked to a line of successive kings and the authority that they wielded. Further support for this theory is that in the Old Testament Solomon is called God’s son because he would succeed David as king (2 Samuel 7:14). These kings continued the wicked civilization described in Genesis 4:17-24 and were guilty of polygamy. The “daughters of men” are interpreted as the harems of these kings, which became a sign of their wealth and prestige. In my opinion, this theory is the weakest interpretation of this text due to the fact that God could have called these people kings or rulers in the text! This dynastic ruler thrust seems to miss the obvious intent of the passage. Likewise, the harem invention is a stretch of the imagination when considering all the people in the world prior to the Genesis Flood. It’s a fanciful dream to believe that the entire population of women in the world moved to harems, which were under the control of particular earthly kings!   

Others suggest that the reference to the “sons of God” is that of fallen demonic angels who actually lusted after women and took on the forms of human male bodies so that they could intermarry with the human population of women who were called the “daughters of men.” This in return produced an offspring of some kind of demonic people who were giants. Eventually the whole earth was overspread with a new demonic race of half human and demonic people except for the family of Noah. There are several problems with this view. First, God normally has only allowed good angels of a male orientation to take on human form and appear before men (Gen. 18:1-18; 19:1; Joshua 5:13-15). There is no record of evil angels appearing in bodily form to interact with men. Second, if angels were the exclusive meaning of these people (“sons of God”) then why is there no mention of them when God actually destroyed the earth? God simply says that He is going to destroy man and not angels “from the face of the earth” (Genesis 6:7). Another problem with this view is that even though angels can take on human form, the Lord Jesus said that the angels couldn’t produce offspring through sexual relations. Hear me out before you respond on this point. 

In Matthew 22:30, Jesus said in response to the Sadducees: 

“For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”

Some have suggested that only the angels in Heaven are said to not remarry and give birth to people. They claim that this statement of Jesus would not refer to the angels who were no longer in Heaven and who left Heaven to follow Satan in his rebellion. However, the Lord Jesus was simply responding to the question that the Sadducees asked him concerning the resurrection. The Sadducees disbelieved in the resurrection (23) and were trying to confuse Jesus about marriage and family ties following the resurrection. If a certain woman had seven deceased husbands, then whose wife would she be following the resurrection? Jesus answers their question by saying that after the resurrection, there would be no marriage and capabilities for reproduction. People would be just like the angels in Heaven, which God had originally created without any capabilities for reproduction. People would not marry and reproduce children in the same way the angels in Heaven are not capable of doing. Therefore, this woman would have no husband in the resurrection day. To try and construe the meaning that other angels who are no longer in Heaven could reproduce seems to stretch the intent of Jesus’ words. By creation and design, God created angels without the capability of reproduction.  This seems to be all that Jesus was implying by this statement. It is difficult to believe that after certain angels disobeyed God that they suddenly were allowed by God’s permission to develop the capabilities for reproduction. To read anything else into the statement of Jesus seems to be pressing the meaning about the creative design of angels and how they would remain sexless. Furthermore, Jesus clearly said that angels would never be directly involved in marriages through physical means. Then why would God allow this to be so in Genesis 6:2? This would then mean that the term “sons of God” could not exclusively refer to angelic beings who had sexual relations with other women. 

I believe we can understand clearly what happened in this Genesis account by taking somewhat of a mediative view. To be sure, Satan was up to something. Satan is always up to something! And it appears that he was attempting to destroy the line of Christ through some dastardly act prior to the great deluge. As we will investigate, it seems best to conclude, by all the gathered Biblical data or evidence, that the “sons of God” in Genesis chapter six originally referred to a race of giant human beings who were influenced by demons. In time, they would produce an evil and ungodly race of people attempting to stop the Messiah from coming into the world as planned by God. 

We must first of all understand that the term “sons of God” can and does have reference to angels in the Old Testament (see Job 1:5-6).

Job 38:7 also says:

“When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”

Angels sang at the creation account and were called the “sons of God.” They were looked upon as a part of God’s creation and were said to have this relationship to God. 

It’s also true that the title “sons” is used for human beings (see Psalms 80:17). 

Hosea 1:10 says:

“Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.” 

Here we see that the children of Israel are called “the sons of the living God” in relationship to God’s future redemptive purpose with the nation. The Hebrew word (“bane”) for “sons” in Hosea 1:10 is the same Hebrew word translated “sons” in Genesis 6:2. And both are related to the work of God in some way. God will call Israel His sons in relationship to His future regathering of this people during His return to earth. 

Isaiah 43:6

“I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth.”

Although the exact Hebrew construction is not used as it is in Genesis, the reference suggests that the future remnant of Jews will be called God’s sons or as it is directly worded in the text - “my sons”. This would help us to understand that the term “sons” can relate to both God’s creative and redemptive work among humanity. Even Adam is called “the son of God” in the genealogy of Christ (see Luke 3:38). The term may not exclusively deal with only angels as seen in Scripture. This conclusion would lead us to believe that the title “sons of God” can refer to human beings as well as spirit beings or angels. Furthermore, the term daughters of men (“my daughters”) is also used in connection with the Jewish race of mankind in Isaiah 43:6. This is important to remember in connection with the account of Genesis chapter six as we see the “sons of God” intermarrying with the “daughters of men.”  The scriptures seem to conclude that there is more to the term “sons of God” than just an angelic reference although the angelic emphasis is most important in dealing with this passage in Genesis. 

Genesis 6:4 says:

“There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God (evidently this giant race of people) came in unto the daughters of men (all women upon the earth, including women in Cainite and Sethite line) and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men (warrior like giant people) which were of old, men of renown.”

The word for “giants” means to be a bully or tyrant. The idea is that there was a race of giant people existing in the earth in those days prior to the flood similar to the Anak giants after the flood (Numb. 13:33). The genes were kept in tact to produce giant people even after the flood. In any event this giant race of bullies must have expanded or grown throughout the earth when this big breed of men began to marry many women in the world from both the Cainite and Sethite lines likely practicing polygamy. 

Many interpreters suggest that there must have been some kind of special demonic race of giants that resulted from angels having physical relations with women. The problem with this view is that the giants were already existing on the earth before this union occurred (“There were giants in the earth in those days”). 

Another problem with the birth of half-demonic people is that God is in control of the womb and not Satan (Psalm 139:14-16). David describes how God forms the body in the area of the womb and is sovereign in the area of life and birth (Exodus 4:11).  Satan does not have the keys or authority over life or death (Rev. 1:10). This is God’s doing and God’s making. It is inconceivable that God would create a race of demonic people who were genetically tied to demons. God would not produce a race of people who were impregnated by satanic means if we are said to be “fearfully and wonderfully made” by God. It also stands to reason that if man is created in the image of God that he could not be created in the image of the angels let alone demonic angels.  

The implication is that the people who were born to this original giant race of humans called the “sons of God” (due to their demonic or angelic influence) began to expand as a race of giant people. And their offspring were also demonically influenced to such a degree that the human race began to topple spiritually. The sons of God were not divine beings; they were demon-indwelt and demon-controlled people. We might even conclude that this term “sons of God” would indicate that the human race was being polluted by demonic and satanic means to such a degree that humans were possibly given this exact Hebrew expression, which is normally used for angelic beings of utter wickedness. This race of giant warrior like people would grow and try to overthrow any godliness in the world and only rule the world with evil intentions (“the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown”). 

The best understanding of this passage in Genesis chapter six would then suggest that the “sons of God” have reference to a giant race of actual human people that were already existing upon planet earth. They were giant people already existing within the race of humanity who became influenced by demons. Since the term “sons of God” can refer to both mankind and angels, this special title refers to a race of human people who were already living upon the earth that became deeply influenced and even indwelt by demons. This would be a mediating position and understanding concerning the title “sons of God.” The angelic and demonic emphasis can be maintained with the understanding that the wicked angels influenced human beings instead of appearing in their own specialized human bodies. And the reference to the “sons of God” can reflect the angelic intervention with this race of giant human people. In fact, the term, which normally refers to angelic beings, might simply have been applied to mankind because of the utter wickedness that demons were producing among the human race in these days. The “sons of God” were not a half-demon and half-human race of people as some suggest. Angels cannot reproduce a demonic race of people as Jesus suggested during the days of His earthly ministry. Rather, the “sons of God” were a giant race of human people among humanity who were influenced by demon activity. These earthly people were a giant race of warrior like people who lived upon the earth. They were truly human and at the same time they were heavily influenced by demonic activity so that Satan could fulfill his purposes through them. In this way man could be called the “sons of God” without demons actually conceiving people and creating a race of half-demon and half-human people. To think that the entire world prior to the Flood was half-demonic and half-human except the family of Noah is somewhat science fiction! On the other hand, demons influencing and indwelling mankind upon this earth can ultimately lead to a demonically influenced race of people. 

Thus, the term “sons of God” is used directly after a reference to “men” multiplying on the face of the earth (Gen. 6:1). This would suggest that there was a race of men among humanity, who were a special giant race of human beings, which were targeted by demons to become dreadfully evil and produce offspring that would follow their own evil ways and also be demonically influenced. The term “sons of God” would then refer to human beings that were influenced and indwelt by demonic angels in the days prior to the Genesis Flood. The demons that did this dastardly work among the race of humanity before the flood are evidently mentioned in Peter.

2 Peter 2:4-5 says:

“For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly.”

You will notice that the angels that sinned are directly connected with the days of Noah prior to the flood. This relates back to what we were talking about in Genesis chapter six. The angels sinned in that they influenced and indwelt this giant race of people and tried to begin a chain effect of evil in the world to destroy the spiritual line of Christ. It is these particular angels that have been banned from roaming the earth because of this wicked act of worldwide pollution committed against this ancient society of the human race. Peter says they are incarcerated in the place called hell or literally “Tartarus,” which is the deepest compartment of Hades. It’s here that these wicked spirits await their future judgment. Jude also seems to mention these wicked spirits and their attempt to overthrow the human race with wickedness and stop Christ from coming through the pure line of Seth. 

Jude 6

“And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.”

The angels which did not keep their first “estate” or beginning place of authority or domain were perhaps these same wicked spirits that Satan had used in the days prior to the Genesis Flood. God had originally placed these angels in the “habitation” or dwelling place of Heaven in order to worship and honor Him. However, they left this first position of authority and began to live in another domain or earthly sphere by interacting with this human race of giants back in Genesis chapter six. It may very well be these same spirits that Jesus went to preach to before His resurrection. 

 1 Peter 3:19-20

“By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.”

These spirits which Peter talks about are evidently the same spirits that he mentions in 2 Peter 2:4. Apparently Jesus went to this place called Tartarus and preached to these wicked spirits which tried to thwart His coming into the world back in the days prior to the Genesis Flood. The message that Jesus preached to these spirits was evidently a message of victory. He had come and died and was about to rise again. Christ evidently reminded these wicked spirits about their utter defeat when they attempted to pollute the human race and stop Him from coming into the world. This all occurred in the days of Noah (“when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing”). Christ was now crucified. The Redeemer had been sacrificed. These wicked spirits under Satan’s command had lost the fight! Christ was the Victor and He went into the lower regions of Hades to declare His victory and their doom.   

My own son used to have a hat that said on the front, “Just like daddy.” The implication of this saying on the hat is that the son will act like the father and turn out to be like the father. This is what happened in the race prior to the great deluge. The sons turned out to be like their daddy’s who were demonically influenced and led into all kinds of sins by these wicked spirits. Sinful daddies produce sinful children. Sinful dads produce sinful sons. Sinful sons produce more sinful sons. The alarming fact is that this kind of sinful reproduction breeds a polluted race of humanity. This is what is happening today within our own society. I really believe that this is why our society is once again headed toward a judgment of another kind. It is the judgment of the tribulation period. Society is moving in the same direction it did prior to the Genesis Flood (Matt. 24:37-39). As it increasingly gets worse, Christ will return and save His redeemed church remnant from this judgment by rapturing them out of this world (Revelation 3:10). Then God’s judgment will be poured out upon this world once again. 

Although I do not espouse the Sethite and Cainite view on Genesis chapter six we must remember something about the line of Seth. We must understand that the line of Seth did have a special place of relationship to God because the Redeemer was to come through this line. The line of Seth was God’s chosen way to bring forth the promised Redeemer. But Satan did something to try and stop the coming of the Redeemer. He attacked the family institution. The serpent made a strike against society through the family in general. He began to stir up a people upon the earth by ordering demons to influence and overtake the lives of this giant race of people living within society. Demons, who are also called the “sons of God” in Scripture, evidently began a viscous attack upon this world by influencing a particular giant like race of people to marry the “daughters of men” or many women within the world (see Genesis 6:2). This demonic action allowed an unholy pagan mixture to occur in order to pollute the human race. It would seem that the title “daughters of men” (Gen. 6:1,4) would indicate that these demonically influenced race of giants within society intermarried with the women of the entire world, even those directly in the line of Seth. This ultimately would produced a race of people that would try to overthrow the world in wickedness and erase the godly line through which Christ was to be born. This was Satan’s master plan. He wanted to paganize the line of Christ. God has a master plan of salvation, but Satan has a master plan of spiritual ruin. 

Evidently the “Sons of God” were then a giant race of demonically influenced and controlled people who would marry many women, including those within the line of Seth. The term “sons of God” has a special emphasis on the demonic influence that wicked angels had on a particular race of human giants which cohabited with the women of the earth to produce a wicked race of human people whose thoughts were only wicked continually. There must have been a constant obsession with sex and lustful living as these men multiplied the race of humanity through the demonic intervention of demons (“the sons of God”) who would both possess and influence their bodies. Likewise, the following generations would continue to reproduce offspring that were evil and wicked through the constant display of evil influence within the families. It’s almost frightening to think what really happened in these days! Thus, the term “sons of God” is taken to mean angelic beings who bodily inhabited and influenced the actual human race prior to the Genesis Flood leading the world to total moral collapse. 

Genesis 6:5 gives the eerie account:

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

Henry Morris has said this about the marriages of the sons of God with women and the resulting human race:

“A solution seems to consist in recognizing that the children were true human children of truly human fathers and mothers, but that all were possessed and controlled by evil spirits. That is, these fallen angelic sons of God accomplished their purposes by something equivalent to demon possession indwelling the bodies of human men, and then also taking (or possessing) the bodies of the women as well.” 

Later Morris concludes by saying:

“Thus, the sons of God controlled not only the men whose bodies they had acquired for their own exploitation, but also the women they took to themselves in this way, and then all the children they bore.” 

In other words, Henry Morris is saying that wicked angels (“sons of God”) could influence, associate and even indwell human bodies, so that the human race would keep reproducing offspring that would grow up and follow the same pattern and footsteps as their fathers. Of course, this would cause spiritual corruption to set in and destroy the possibility of Christ or the Redeemer being born from the pure line of Seth. The distinctions of the godly line would be lost forever and the prophecy of the coming Redeemer would be shattered.  It’s very evident that this multiplication of wives began to produce a new race of people that would live in rebellion and lead their own children in rebellion. The “sons of God” are identified as the race of giant people that would cause the human race to begin to degenerate through their offspring. 

These “sons of God” would produce more “sons of God” which would multiply and expand the human population upon the earth. After the great deluge or flood in Genesis chapter seven these wicked angels were obviously chained in Tartarus (2 Peter 2:4-5) where at this very moment they are bound and waiting their future judgment. However, before the time of the flood we must concede to the fact that Satan in his master plan demonically controlled a large portion of the human race through wicked spirits and as a result created extensive and almost total wickedness in the world. This plan would corrupt the family, which is God’s institution, and ultimately corrupt the pure line of Seth through which Christ was to come and do away with the genealogical and godly distinctions among the people. In addition, these men who were demonically influenced were “mighty men” (Genesis 6:4) who were well known throughout the world because of the supernatural things that they could do through demonic control and influence upon their lives. It would be these demonically inspired men that originally created polygamy and would continue to create harems by choosing many wives to lust after (Gen. 6:2 – “daughters of men”). The marrying of many women would also include the intermingling with the Sethite line. This would eventually rule out the promise of Christ’s coming through this chosen line and seed. The Sethite line was to remain pure and be able to keep accurate genealogical ties or roots to the future Messiah. 

Satan made a direct strike against society and targeted the families of the world. He knows that if he can harm the family, then he can get his agenda accomplished on earth. It’s staggering to think about what Satan was up to prior to the flood. His demonic workers were busy corrupting society through demonic influence and had the entire world corrupted in sin so that the line of Seth would eventually have faded out of existence. 

Satan’s master plan with the family almost worked! But there remained a godly man named Noah who was still a preacher of righteousness. God said that he would spare him and his family from the approaching storm of the worldwide flood. When Noah went into that ark the Lord did something to assure that Satan could not get inside the ark and destroy Noah’s family, through which the promised seed of Christ would eventually come. 

Genesis 7:16 says:

“And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.”

God shut the door and Satan could not enter into the ark and cause harm and pollution to this family. God shut the door and indicated that Noah would be safe and his ship would not sink. Do you realize that if the ark had sunk to the bottom of the cold water, then the promise of God would have drowned with it? There would be no coming Redeemer and salvation. The plan and program of God to save souls would be thwarted.  But God shut the door of the ark. And when God shuts the door then Satan cannot enter! God had protected His plan and purpose for mankind. That’s why there is a Savior today. Nonetheless, we can see Satan’s historical attack on the family. 

Today, Satan is still attacking the family. In one sense, Satan wants to get back to God for not allowing him to defeat the coming seed in the past human race. He knows that he cannot destroy the seed any longer because Christ has already come. But the serpent can still create havoc in the family and try to destroy God’s witness in the world as he attempted to do in the past. Imagine this. The crawling serpent had succeeded in destroying the godly witness of the world by attacking all the families within society. He had won the victory in every family but one! This family was Noah’s. He preached and lived righteousness. By God’s grace, may we be that one family today that Satan will not disrupt, because we have been standing on truth and living godly lives. Dear friend, Satan is simply out to get your family and you must realize it as a Christian father or dad and become a Noah in your own day and time. Husbands and fathers must stand firm as Noah did and rise above the Satanic attacks on the family life. God is looking for a Noah today. He is looking for a father who is willing to go against the grain of a wicked society and follow what God says about sin and righteousness.  

Genesis 6:9 says:

“These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.”
There is the secret to victory within the family line. Men, God wants you to walk with Him today instead of allowing the devil to get the victory in your family. Walking with God is the way to keep your family on track. 

Genesis 5:22 also says:

“And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters.”
When you walk with God you will keep your own family on track. When you walk with God only then do you have a chance to keep your own family safe from the onslaughts of the enemy. I want to say that if you do not walk with God as the man of the household and do what’s right, then you cannot expect your children and wife to walk with God. The answer to the family who is victorious over Satan’s tactics is found in the man of the house that walks with God. If you fail to really live for God, then your family will wind up in Satan’s trap. What an incentive to live for God in these last days. Rise up, O men of God! 

“Rise up, O men of God!

Have done with lesser things;

Give heart and soul and mind and strength,

To serve the King of kings.”
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