The Simple Life

(A Tribute to the Ministry of Dr. Wendell Heller)
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“Simple in faith and singular in focus”

This is one of Dr. Wendell Heller’s favorite sayings. He has been a good friend of mine throughout the passing years. His encouragement to remain simple and focused in life has been the best advice anyone could give to a pastor. This little booklet is dedicated to him and is done out of appreciation for his faithful ministry. The writer can only hope that the content in this study will in some measure reflect Dr. Heller’s thoughts on the simple way of life. May God use this booklet in the future to keep our lives simple in faith and singular in focus.  

The Simple Life!

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

2 Corinthians 11:3

“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled 

Eve through his subtilty, so your 

minds should be corrupted from the 

simplicity that is in Christ.”

The Simple Life Explained

The simple life is a life of sincere devotion or commitment to Christ. The Christian life calls for commitment or loyalty to Christ doctrinally (teaching), relationally (fellowship), and devotionally (service). God wants His beloved and blood-bought children to live out a simple life of devotion and dedication to Christ and His truth. The simple life involves uncomplicated Christian living for Christ, which is free from hypocrisy and deceit. It’s a life of sincerity and devotion directed toward Jesus Christ who is to be the Master of our lives (1 Cor. 7:22 – “being free, Christ’s servant”). Sincere and devoted living to Jesus Christ best explains what the simple life is all about. 

When we live the simple life we can remain singular in focus and keep things in proper perspective, possess meaning for our earthly existence, and keep our lives from becoming barren and unfruitful (2 Pet. 1:8). If we are not careful, we can lose our sense of spiritual balance. This occurs when we take our eyes off the simple things of life or those things that God expects us to do and put into daily practice. We lose our spiritual equilibrium when we lose sight of what is most important or what really matters in life. Generally speaking, the simple uncomplicated things of life relate to such things as loving God (Mark 12:30), possessing faith in God (Mark 11:22), worshipping God (John 4:23-24; Ps. 5:1-3), walking with God (Gen. 5:22, 24; 6:9; Psalm 42:1), sitting at the feet of Jesus (Luke 10:39-42), maintaining proper distinctions and priorities in life (Matt. 6:24, 33), forgetting the past (Phil. 3:13), living the Christ life (Phil. 1:21; 3:10,14), looking unto Jesus (Rom. 12:2), following Jesus (Luke 14:26), obeying God’s Word (John 14:15; James 1:22-23), living a holy life (1 Pet. 1:14-15), and doing what is honorable in the Lord’s sight (1 Cor. 10:31) without any taint of hypocrisy (Matt. 23:28). In other words, God’s people are to learn the secret of living according to God’s basic plan and do what is right out of sincerity and genuineness. The simple life can only be discovered when we seek to follow God’s plan for our lives and do it out of a heart that is free from pretence or hypocrisy. 

Ezra 7:10 says, “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.” Ezra first prepared his heart to do what is right and then he was ready to follow the Lord’s plan for his life. May it be true of each one of us today! God is looking for sincere hearts that are devoted to Him and the simple truth as found in the Word of God. He is looking for people who are willing to follow “the good way wherein they should walk” (1 Kings 8:36; 2 Chron. 6:27). However, we must walk in the good way or simple way with a sincere heart (Rom. 12:8 – “let him do it with simplicity”). You will remember that King Amaziah “did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, but not with a perfect heart” (2 Chron. 25:2). God wants a sincere or genuine heart as well as an obedient life. God wants us to remain “sincere and without offence till the day of Christ” (Phil. 1:10). In other words, we need to be genuine as we seek to obey God. A divided heart will not do! In fact, James 1:8 says, “A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.” A divided heart leads to a defiled life and eventually a destroyed relationship with the Lord. So what is the solution? Do right! But as we are doing what is right let also remember this. Be real! Be genuine! The simple life is uncomplicated in that this kind of life seeks to follow God’s general plan, as laid out in Scripture, and does so with a heart that is overflowing with love for God instead of hypocrisy. Jesus said in Mark 12:30, “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.” Loving God keeps life simple! 

Dear friend, let us not forget about the simple things and important things of life. If we practice living the simple life (sincere devotion to Christ) we will not be sidetracked by the secular things of life that are constantly seeking to draw the hearts and lives of God’s people away from their commitment to Jesus Christ (Matt. 6:24). We need to devote ourselves to the areas mentioned above lest the devil gets a foothold in our lives. Satan wants to keep us from living out a simple life of devotion and commitment to the Lord. Satan’s aim is to keep us from our simple life of devotion or loyalty to Christ. Satan wants to distract us from the simple or uncomplicated way of living and those things in life that are most important. The old saying is still true, “The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing!” One of my instructors at school used to say, “The main things are the plain things and the plain things are the main things.” Let us learn the secret of keeping our lives simple in connection with living the Christian life and doing what is right. Stick to the main things and the plain things for they are the simple things of life that will please God (John 8:29; 2 Tim. 2:4) and fulfill our lives (John 10:10). In short, keep life simple. We must learn to think and live on simple terms. 

2 Corinthians 11:3 gives a warning to God’s people, “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” In other words, the devil wants to get us off the simple path of Christian living and devotion to Christ. He wants to steal away our loyalty to Jesus Christ. Satan wants to keep us from the single or devoted life to Jesus Christ. Satan wants to complicate things in our life by getting us to lose our spiritual perspective on what is important in life. He wants to deter us from our personal commitment, loyalty, or devotion to Christ, which is called in this text the “simplicity that is in Christ” or “simplicity to Christ” since the Greek preposition (eis) can have the meaning of “to” or “toward” or “for” and in this text expresses the idea of direction and purpose in life. The imagery behind the word “simplicity” pictures something that is unmixed or undiluted and expresses the truth that God’s people must possess a single aim or purpose in life (single-mindedness) that is free from hypocrisy or one that is untainted by false motive or pretence. Earlier Paul wrote “that in simplicity and godly sincerity  … we had our conversation (manner of living) in the world” (2 Cor. 1:12). The child of God must possess a sincere heart or an undivided and devoted heart toward God’s purpose for their lives. Col. 3:22 states it this way, “… not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God.” In short, God wants us to have an undivided purpose or aim in life, which involves being fully devoted to His cause, will, and holy purpose for our day-to-day lives. 

Singleness in purpose and heart go hand in hand. And this is what the word “simplicity” is suggesting. God’s people are to be loyally and lovingly devoted to God’s purpose for their lives without possessing any form of hypocrisy within their heart. Undivided affection and devotion to Christ should be the natural response of a bride to her spouse. The allusion to the marriage relationship is maintained in this section of Scripture to demonstrate how the believer should be loyally devoted to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2 – “for I have espoused you to one husband”). Until the marriage is consummated at Christ’s coming, exclusive devotion to Christ should prevail (Eph. 5:25-27). Paul had compared the Corinthians to a virgin promised to one husband (Christ), and he feared (vs. 3) lest their affections might be seduced from Christ and transferred to another (Satan). The church must give the same kind of undivided affection and devotion to Christ which is expected from a bride to her spouse. So the point is vividly illustrated that a Christian needs to possess an unmixed devotion to Christ and obey Him out of a loving and loyal heart. 

The believer is to have no ulterior or double motive for serving the Lord. If the church of Corinth became deceived by Satan then God’s people would become guilty of disobedience to God and disloyalty to Christ, whom they were to singlemindedly love and obey. By the way, we must remember why we are serving the Lord. We are serving Him simply because we are in love with Him (1 John 4:19 - “We love him, because he first loved us”). This is as simple as it gets! We are in love with the Lover of our souls and realize that Christianity is the expression of one lover to another (“married to another” - Rom. 7:4). This is why we are devoted to Jesus Christ. We are married to Him and are in love with the Lord. Wendell Heller once said, “If our value system is right everything will fall into place.”

In the context “the simplicity that is in Christ” (sincere devotion to Christ) seems to especially relate to the doctrine of Christ as found in the Gospel of God’s grace. The text seems to be referring to the simplicity (loyal devotion) that is found to Christ’s person and work. The false teachers were propagating legalism (Acts 15:1) and were threatening to lead people away from the simple devotion to the doctrine of Christ. This is why in verse four Paul begins to reference those who come along and preach “another Jesus” and “another gospel.” Devotion to Christ begins with staying loyal to the doctrine of Christ – His person and work. When we move away from the teaching of who Christ is (God) and what He has done (the Gospel) and how He saves (by grace) then we move away from the simplicity that is found in Jesus Christ and His saving work. In doing this we move away from our loyalty to Christ. The Jesus of liberalism, the cults, and eastern religions is another Jesus and these movements are certainly preaching another gospel. The fear Paul had was that God’s people might be influenced by these false teachers and lose sight of Christ’s glorious person and work or the simplicity that is found in Jesus Christ’s person and passion. 

This single-minded devotion to Christ’s person should also translate into overall devotion and commitment to Jesus Christ. Doctrine and duty go hand in hand. When we are committed to Christ doctrinally we should also be committed to Him devotionally. In other words, we should faithfully serve the Lord and commit ourselves to His cause and work. The life of simplicity or devotion to Christ applies to a much broader area than just the doctrine of Christ. There are many areas in life that call for our commitment to the Lord. But one thing is for sure. The life of “simplicity” (devotion to Christ), which involves living an uncomplicated and simple way of life, can only be experienced when we follow God’s clear plan for our lives and do it out of a right heart that is free from showmanship or hypocrisy. 

A newly saved Christian was attending his first prayer meeting and was afraid to pray aloud because he couldn't do it like the others. After some encouragement, he stood and said, “Lord, this is Jim.  I'm the one that met You last Thursday night. Forgive me, Lord, because I can't say it the way the rest of these people do, but I want to tell You the best I know how:  I love You.  Amen.” 

God wants us to remain simple! Keep it simple! The believer is to have a simple faith in the Lord, a simple love for the Lord, and a simple love for the Word of God and doing what is right. Life’s pressures and Satan’s temptations have a way of crowding out these simple things from our lives. Someone remarked, “One thing there is which all Satan's cunning and all the snares of temptation cannot take by surprise. That is simplicity.” How very true! For instance, when we live a life of simple trust in Christ and His power we can be victorious (Eph. 6:16). Faith also makes the load lighter and the way brighter (Heb. 11:6). Our faith must be as the faith of a child – tender, truthful, and trusting. Jesus said in Matthew 18:4, “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

One daddy said this: “Last night my little boy confessed to me some childish wrong. And kneeling at my knee, he prayed with tears: "Dear God, make me a man, like Daddy, wise and strong. I know you can." Then while the child slept, I knelt beside his bed, confessed my sins, and prayed with low bowed head. "Oh God, make me a child again. Make me like my child here, who sleeps in purity, guileless, trusting Thee with faith sincere.”

Make me a child again! Let us be pure, sincere, and free from hypocrisy and possess a single aim or purpose to do what is right. The Christian life is simple! Just do what God wants you to do. Claim His promises and be devoted to God’s truth, as found in His Word. Keep the main thing the main thing! Don’t complicate things. Stay simple! Dearly beloved, let us remember two things. First, Satan wants to convince us that God’s Word is not reliable. This is what he did with Eve. Second, Satan wants to complicate things so we don't know what's going on from a spiritual perspective! The Evil One wants to steer us away from our simple devotion to Christ and cloud our minds to what is right and what is important. The focus in 2 Corinthians 11:3 is on the mind (“so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ”). This is because Satan is a liar and tries to get us to listen to his lies, ponder them, and then believe them. This is what he did with Eve (Gen. 3:1, 4–5). First, he questioned God’s word (“Yea, hath God said?”), then he denied God’s word (“Ye shall not surely die!”), and then he substituted his own lie (“Ye shall be as gods”). Satan can and does influence the thinking of believers. The devil and his demonic hordes are constantly trying to steal away our devotion to Christ by injecting their own worldly wisdom into our minds. James 3:15 indicates that earthly wisdom is demonic (“devilish”) and leads to jealousy, strife, and every kind of evil work. In other words, when the devil can get us to think differently, when he can effectively steer us away from an unbiblical frame of reference or from the way God expects us to live, it’s then that he has won a great victory. The battle is in the mind. How we think is how we are going to act and live. If demonic wisdom runs our thinking we will no longer devote ourselves to Christ, as we should. In short, we will not live the simple life or a life of sincere devotion to Christ. Satan will get us to think differently and lead us away from our commitment to the Lord.  

Examples of Living the Simple Life

Doctrinal Commitment

The first example of living a life of commitment or devotion (simplicity) to Jesus Christ must involve keeping the doctrine of Christ pure and free from error. As mentioned above, we must remain simple or loyal and devoted to the doctrine of Christ. This is what the context is referring to in Second Corinthians chapter eleven. If we are going to stay devoted to Christ we must be committed to Him doctrinally. Paul says in 2 Cor. 11:4, “For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.” Later in the same chapter Paul writes, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works” (2 Cor. 11:13-15). There are many today who do not properly represent Jesus Christ and His claims. False doctrine concerning Christ’s person  (deity) and work (substitutionary death) and the Gospel message (salvation by grace) is being widely propagated today through the cults and the many other isms and philosophical movements in our world (Buddhism, Liberalism, Mormonism, rationalism, relativism, etc.). No wonder Paul said, “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). 
Satan gets people to doubt and deny Christ’s person and work and then brings them under delusion. This is the way Satan worked with Eve in the garden and why Paul feared concerning the Evil One’s present work in Corinth. Satan is a master deceiver and he is ever seeking to get people away from the doctrine of Christ. His aim is to “corrupt” (seduce, spoil, deceive) the minds of people concerning the person and saving work of Jesus Christ. The imagery of corruption with the bride analogy in 2 Corinthians 11:3 would mean that the church could lose her virgin purity through other seducers. We can be sure that Satan is a great deceiver today. This is especially true with regards to the lost (2 Cor. 4:4). But if he can succeed at getting God’s own people to become clouded in their perception and understanding of Christ then he has won a great victory. Paul feared (2 Cor. 11: 3) that the Corinthians would not be discerning and become permissible of “false apostles” (2 Cor. 11:13) who would undermine the person and work of Jesus Christ and confuse the people. We need to remember something. Not every person who gives us literature or knocks at our door represents the true Christ. Beware! 2 John 1:10-11, “If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.” 

We must remember that simplicity also relates to how the believer must remain pure in motive and live free from hypocrisy. In these last days of doctrinal compromise it becomes hypocritical to say we are committed to Christ doctrinally when we religiously fellowship and dialogue with the enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil. 3:18). Doctrinal simplicity demands separation from the enemy (2 Cor. 6:14-17). In these last days of “seducing spirits and doctrines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1) God’s people must remain committed or devoted to the doctrine of Jesus Christ and the Gospel of God’s grace. There is no room for dialogue or compromise! We must not be sidetracked but remain constant and committed to Christ’s person and saving work. Revelation 3:11 says, “Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” When we hold to the doctrine of Christ we will maintain doctrinal integrity and remain simple or devoted to Christ in relationship to His person and work.   

Richard Baxter said: “We need to keep close to the ancient simplicity of the original Christian faith, and build our foundation on its original unity.” 

Relational Commitment

Another example of living a life of commitment or devotion (simplicity) to Jesus Christ would involve staying in close fellowship with the Lord and loving Him with an intense love. If we are going to stay devoted to Christ we must be committed to Him relationally. When we fail in the area of our doctrinal commitment to the Lord we will eventually fail in our love for the Lord and desire to fellowship with Him. Paul’s whole aim in life was to know Christ relationally. Philippians 3:10, “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.” Paul knew that he was called to a new relationship with a person – Jesus Christ. His whole life revolved around a personal walk and intimate fellowship with Jesus Christ. Today the pressures of the world and the cares of this world (Matt. 4:19) can very easily keep us from enjoying our personal walk and relationship with Jesus Christ. Are we committed to walking with the Lord in these days of pressure and sinful degradation? Satan wants to distract us and keep us from walking in close communion and fellowship with the Lord. He wants to steal away our love for Jesus Christ. Oh dear Christian friend, have you wandered from the Lord? Are you walking close to Him these days? That I may know Him! Someone once said: 

“Jesus Christ is a Person and we must come to Him 

as we would come to a person.

Every day of our lives we must live with Him

and walk with Him as we do with a person.

Every day of our lives we have fellowship and communication

with Him available as we do with a person.

Every day of our lives we are responsible 

and accountable to this Person.

Every day of our lives we must re-affirm and readjust

our relationship to this Person.”

The devil wants to keep us from experiencing daily companionship with the Lord. He wants to keep us from this simple way of living in close communion and contact with the Lord. When we lose our sense of God’s presence and fellowship in life Satan keeps us from simplicity or devotion to Christ. Dear friend, let us remember that Christianity is not a creed, it is a relationship, it is living with a Person. The danger we face in life is that we become involved with secular activity and even religious activity and lose sight of our fellowship and walk with the Lord. We can become involved in things about Christ and fail to live in a relationship with Christ. When this happens we lose simplicity or devotion to Christ. 1 Corinthians 1:9, “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” Jesus Christ is not just for Sunday’s but for all the moments of life. Jesus is to fill all of our moments (Phil. 1:21). 

We need a quite reckoning with the presence of the living Lord. It is easy to lose this simplicity. It can be lost in the midst of good Christian activity. It can be lost in Bible study and the many fascinating aspects of Scripture. It can be lost in the midst of the pressures of life. We can become so busy, worried, and anxious about ourselves and the things that are happening in our lives that we lose the sense of Christ’s presence and His adequacy. In the midst of the rapid pace of living we can lose sight of sitting at the feet of Jesus (Luke 10:39-42). When our spiritual lives begin to suffer we can be sure that we have lost sight of our personal devotion and walk with the Lord. Let us not drift from simplicity!  

We must also remember that the word simplicity does connote genuineness or freedom from hypocrisy. When it comes to possessing a proper relationship with the Lord we must be free from hypocrisy. The religious leaders in Israel were said to have an outward show of religiosity but no inward fellowship and communion with the Lord. Jesus said in Matthew 15:8, “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.” Later our Lord said, “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness” (Matt. 23:27). A relational life of true fellowship and communion with the Lord will be free from sinful hypocritical actions. God is calling His children to a life of genuineness that possesses a dynamic living relationship with Him (John 15:4).  

Dear friend, there is simplicity that is related to practicing the presence of God! This simple and uncomplicated way of living can only occur when we take devotional time with the Lord. James requests that the believer lives near to God and fellowships with Him (James 4:8 – “Draw near to God”). It becomes hypocritical to say that we love God when we don’t really want to spend time with Him. How can we love somebody that we don’t give our time and devotion to? Do you long for the simple life of just walking with God? Psalm 42:1 – “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.” When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word we will live on simple terms and not complicate things in our Christian living. 

“If our love were but more simple,

We should take Him at His word;

And our lives would be all sunshine

In the sweetness of our Lord.”

Our relational love for the Lord can become replaced by the sinful and secular things that Satan brings to our attention and which overtake our lives (1 John 2:15-17). The commentator Fausset said this: “Where Eve first gave way, was in mentally harboring for a moment the possibility insinuated by the serpent, of God not having her truest interests at heart, and of this other professing friend being more concerned for her than God.” How true this is! When we begin to focus on Satan’s lies and the world system we will lose our spiritual focus and simple love for the Lord. Charles Spurgeon once said: “O foolish wisdom, which widens the distance between me and my heavenly Father! O sweet simplicity of love, which sees the God of love in every place, at every hour! I need no telescope to see my God with; behold, O sons of men, he is here; and my heart joyfully perceives him.” God’s people should remain committed to loving and worshipping God. It’s amazing how much easier the wheels of mortal life turn when we take time to worship God! Loving worship of God keeps like simple!  

Satan wants us to slip away (Heb. 2:1) from our devotional love, fellowship, and worship with the Lord. James says that we must “resist the devil” so that he will flee from us (James 4:7). When we let down our guard it’s then that Satan tries to make a move. Someone has said: “Satan rocks the cradle when we sleep at our devotions.” Dear friend, remember that we don't need more of ourselves; we need more of God! And this experiential love and nearness to God can only take place as we commune with Him (1 John 1:7). Knowing and fellowshipping with God keeps life simple! It also brings joy, peace, and contentment in life, which in return simplifies life and makes life worth the living. Life is worth the living just because He lives! Here is a short letter from the devil: “When you're faced with a busy day, save precious time by skipping your devotions.” Signed, Satan. 

Devotional Commitment

Another example of living a life of devotion (simplicity) to Jesus Christ would involve a sincere commitment to Christian living. If we are going to stay devoted to Christ we must be committed to Him devotionally. Devotional commitment refers to our service and availability for the Lord in the Christian life. It speaks of our consecration or dedication to Christ’s cause and work. Satan wants to keep us from “looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:2) who is our true inspiration and motivation for Christian living. The old serpent tries to get us to look back in the gloomy past, or at our present growing problems, and even at the grievous failures of other people so that we become discouraged and drop out of the Christian race. Paul said, “For to me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). This meant that Paul’s entire life centered upon serving and living for Jesus Christ. Our entire life should revolve around Jesus Christ and devotion to Him. There is no other life that is satisfying and which will produce eternal dividends (2 Tim. 4:7-8). 

“Living for Jesus Who died in my place,

Bearing on Calvary my sin and disgrace;

Such love constrains me to answer His call,

Follow His leading and give Him my all.

O Jesus, Lord and Savior, I give myself to Thee,

For Thou, in Thy atonement, didst give Thyself for me.

I own no other Master, my heart shall be Thy throne.

My life I give, henceforth to live, O Christ, for Thee alone.”

There are many examples we could give that would illustrate how Satan seeks to destroy a believer’s devotional life to Christ. Here are a few examples of the devotional areas that Satan seeks to destroy in the believer’s life.   

a. Devotion to sacred things 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” Jesus taught His followers to seek those things that are connected with spiritual living in the coming kingdom such as humility, righteousness, peace, expressing mercy to others, and maintaining a proper testimony of light in the world (Matt.  5:5-16). The activities of living right, worshipping God, seeking His will, possessing a good testimony before the unsaved, upholding truth, and maintaining godly Christian character (Gal. 5:22-23) could all be included under the umbrella which is labeled sacred things. Satan wants us to commit our lives to secular goals and interests in order to get us away from our commitment to those sacred things, which will bring eternal reward or yield great eternal dividends. In short, the devil wants us to seek the secular instead of the spiritual. This is why Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 6:19-21 to seek the “treasures in heaven” (reward and honor) instead of the “treasures upon earth” (riches and pleasure). Jesus concluded that a man cannot serve God (spiritual living) and mammon (secular living) at the same time (Matt. 6:24). Satan knows this is true and tries to deter God’s saints from committing themselves to the devotional way of living or the simple way of life. Our lives can become trapped by secular things instead of being directed by simple things. Jesus said in Luke 12:15, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” It’s hypocrisy to say that you are living for Christ when all your days, activities, and time are devoted to secular things. When secular things and activities choke out the sacred way of living, or your commitment and devotion to Christ, then you can be sure that you have developed heart trouble (Matt. 6:21 – “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also”). 

b. Devotion to separated living 

Another area of devotional commitment to Jesus involves the area of basic Bible separation. The simple life is a separated life. Living for Jesus involves living a holy life (1 Pet. 1:16, “… Be ye holy; for I am holy”). Satan wants to keep us from living the kind of separated life that God requires for His people. In Leviticus 10:10 God commands His people to put a “difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean.” If we are living the simple or devoted life that is free from hypocrisy we will not mix truth with error, light with darkness, right with wrong, righteousness with unrighteousness, or holy living with unholy living (2 Cor. 6:14-15). The attempt to mix that which is right with that which is wrong is nothing short of hypocrisy (Rom. 12:9). If we are going to stay devoted to Christ we must remain committed to Him in a separated or holy way. Christians should remain pure or unmixed in relationship to all evil, false teaching, and end-time apostasy. Romans 16:19 states, “For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.” This context (Rom. 16:17-18) points to the believer’s instruction to refuse any mixture with evil teaching and false teachers who seek to sway people from the truth of Scripture. God’s people must stay “simple” (unmixed, pure, innocent) from false teachers and remain committed to living a separate life from all end-time religious apostasy. Compromise with apostasy takes us away from our devotion or commitment to Christ and this is what Paul feared (2 Cor. 11:3). 

God’s people must also remain simple or unmixed by keeping their own lives pure from sin and spiritual corruption or contamination (James 1:27 – “unspotted from the world”). God wants us to live the simple life, which involves a decision to remain unmixed from the world in all of our outward actions, associations, and activities. Living the simple (unmixed) life is living a daily separated life (Rom. 12:1-2). When unholy mixture occurs this corrupts our simple devotion to Christ. This is what Satan wants. The devil wants to get us off course and take us away from our simplicity or devotion to what is holy and right. Dr. Heller said, “We might sometimes conclude that 90 percent is good but what about the 10 percent that is bad?” Many times we overlook what should be shunned and put out of our lives. We forget the principle that says “a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (1 Cor. 5:6). Satan wants to make our lives complex and confusing from a spiritual perspective by diverting us from God’s intended spiritual course for our lives. He is a master at this trade. 

The devil wants us to take little rabbit trails that consist of wrong thinking and wayward directions which ultimately move us away from the “old paths” (Jer. 6:16) and “the good and the right way” (1 Sam. 12:23). The devil detours our lives and sidetracks us from living the simple or devoted way of life, which involves a wholehearted commitment to do what is right and live as God would want us to live – holy, completely surrendered, and ready to do His bidding. 2 Corinthians 7:1 says, “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

c. Devotion to spiritual service 

Romans 12:11 gives this clear command: “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.” Satan wants to keep God’s people from effectively and faithfully serving Him. The Evil One throws many distractions in our way and places many excuses in our minds that would keep us from serving the Lord in a committed fashion. Jesus said in Luke 14:26-27, “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” Serving the Lord involves following the discipleship challenge of Jesus. First, being a devoted disciple or follower of Christ means that Jesus becomes number one in our lives above all other people. Jesus first – others second! Second, being a devoted disciple or follower of Christ involves surrendering and sacrificing our lives for Him – the cross-way of living (“bear his cross”).  It ultimately means that we are willing to follow Christ at all costs. True discipleship will cost us something! Later Jesus gives the illustration of a builder counting the cost to illustrate how surrendering our will to His involves a cost. It will cost us time, talents, friends, money, and even suffering and shame. But it’s worth it all! However, Satan seeks to detour our lives from the cross-way of living by getting our attention on personal agenda’s and goals in life. William Booth said, “God help me and enable me to cultivate a spirit of self-denial and to yield myself a prisoner of love to the Redeemer of the world.”

c. Devotion to steadfast church attendance 

Another key area of devotional commitment to Jesus would apply to the area of our church attendance. The Evil One wants to keep God’s people from attending church faithfully (Heb. 10:24-25). Satan wants to hinder God’s people from their devotion or commitment to the local church by keeping them from attending and serving in local church ministry. Satan inspires and persuades God’s people to turn away from doing what is right (1 Chron. 21:1) and moves them away from their devotion or commitment to Christ (2 Cor. 11:3) by causing them to create a system of perverted priorities. Lack of attendance and commitment to the local church today is a common way that Satan takes God’s people away from their devotion to Christ. Many of God’s saints fail to realize how Satan works with their minds to keep them from joining and committing themselves to the local church. Satan is a master at keeping us from attending church faithfully and serving the Lord in the context of local church ministry. He brings many excuses to our minds. “And they all with one consent began to make excuse” (Lk. 14:18). 

“Excuses, excuses; you'll hear them every day.

The devil will supply you, if from Church you'll stay away.”

It becomes hypocritical to say that we want to do God’s will when we become lenient and lax in our church attendance. It’s true that the devil keeps the unsaved from hearing the truth about the Gospel. Mark 4:15 says, “… Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.” By way of application, we can accurately conclude that the devil also tries to keep God’s people from hearing the truth and obeying it. This is what the devil did to Eve in the garden (Gen. 3:1-6). Many times the devil’s plan is effectively carried out when he keeps God’s own people from attending church on a regular basis and from their own personal devotions with the Lord. He then adds the pressures and cares of this world to his destructive menu to bring us to the place of spiritual defeat (Mark 4:19 –“cares of this world”). The worldly pressures we face on the job, dealing with life in general, and losing a sense of spiritual priority, all have a debilitating effect on our lives. These are things that the devil uses to bring gradual spiritual erosion into the believer’s devotional life and commitment to the local church. And please remember that subtle spiritual erosion eventually makes God’s people powerless.

d. Devotion to simple faith 

Another key area of devotional commitment to Jesus involves living by simple faith. It becomes hypocritical when we say that we possess faith in God while at the same time we doubt His provision and power. Self-sufficiency robs our life of simplicity – simple trust in God’s provision (2 Cor. 3:5 – “Our sufficiency is of God”). Satan has always tried to beguile Christians away from the simplicity of an all-sufficient Christ. Psychology and psychotherapy techniques promise to help man but provide no spiritual answers on how to live and cope with problems, nor do these manmade techniques provide the supernatural power to deal with life’s perplexities and difficulties. God promises that His people have everything they need to live victorious, godly, and experience contentment, peace, and fulfillment in this present life (2 Pet. 1:3-4). Jesus promises an abundant life to His followers. John 10:10, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” Jesus is still the answer! Satan wants to keep us from the simple life of faith whereby we trust in the Lord to meet all of our needs (Phil. 4:19) and abundantly fulfill our lives with His presence (Phil. 2:12) and power (Eph. 1:19). Living the Christian life boils down to living by faith (Gal. 2:20; Heb. 11:6).   

Jesus chided the disciples for having a small amount of faith. Our Lord said in Luke 12:28, “If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith?” Jesus wants us to mature and develop in the area of faith by simply trusting in God’s power and provision to meet all of our needs in life. This is why Jesus instructed us to “Consider the lilies” (Luke 12:27). However, a growing faith also requires that we accept testing and the tough times of life as part of God’s sovereign will for our lives. This is called “the trial of our faith” (1 Pet. 1:6-7). Faith is a simple thing. 

“Simply trusting ev’ry day,

Trusting thro’ a stormy way;

Even when my faith is small,

Trusting Jesus, that is all.

Trusting as the moments fly,

Trusting as the days go by;

Trusting Him whate’er befall,

Trusting Jesus, that is all.”

An artist once painted a picture during the nineteenth century that seemed to capture the hearts of many people. The theme of the painting is simple enough but it is the simplicity of truth presented in the picture that has captured the attention of many who have observed the painting throughout the years. The evening bell rings, and a man and woman, as they hear it, cease work, and together bend their heads in prayer. That is all, but the whole picture breathes with an atmosphere so rare. These two humble folk pray with simple, confiding faith. They pray as children. They drop their work and turn to God with a perfect ease and naturalness, without the slightest incongruity or irreverence. Things hidden to the wise and prudent are revealed to their childlike minds. God is near. God is their Helper. There is nothing in their work which makes them ashamed to pray; there is nothing in their prayers which makes them ashamed to work. They pray to God in simple faith and live an uncomplicated life filled with tender and truthful trust in God. Let us learn the secret of living and thinking on simple terms. Let us become as a humble child (Matt. 18:4). Oh how simple life can be!  

Satan’s Strategy to Corrupt the Simple Life

We have in some measure already considered Satan’s approach in keeping our lives from the simple way of living. So let us engrain one thing in our minds about Satan’s strategy as we approach the end of our study. Satan’s strategy is to get us away from the simple things and complicate our lives from a spiritual perspective. The Evil One gets us to sidetrack the devotional way of living. He does this by getting us to believe that God’s truth is not reliable, by keeping us from following God’s ordained path for our lives, and by drawing us away from walking close to the Lord. He steals away the joy and love for the Lord we once had (Rev. 2:4 - “thou hast left thy first love”). Satan tries to keep us from obeying what we originally knew to be true and right and then diverts our living from the spiritual to the secular and from companionship with the Lord to careless living. He keeps us from attending church faithfully and serving the Lord in the local church. Eventually our commitment to Jesus Christ becomes less and less. One compromise leads to another. Soon we are far away from the simple life! Oh how often we take the bait. James 1:14, “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” The Evil One wins many subtle victories in our lives when we “give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:27). This means we surrender territory in our hearts and lives to the devil, which in return allows him to make greater inroads into our lives. The only answer to this dilemma is to take back the territory that we have given over to Satan. This is done through repentance and confession of sin (Ps. 51:3-4; 1 John 1:9). You heard me correctly. Take back the territory!     

We need to think in a very practical way for a moment. Satan keeps God’s own people from having personal devotions, special times with the Lord, attending prayer meeting, from fellowshipping with Gods saints, and from being an accountable part of a local church ministry. Anything that is related to our devotion to Christ is what Satan is trying to undermine and destroy. This is because he wants to keep us “from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). This is why the devil wants to isolate us from the spiritual leadership of the local church, which God has given to help teach and provide stability for God’s saints (Eph. 4:11-16). This is why the Evil One gets us to make perverted priorities and excuses (Luke 14:16-20) instead of right priorities (Matt. 6:33). Wrong priorities eventually break us down spiritually and keep us from living the simple or devoted way of life. How often do you miss church? How often do you spend time with God in prayer, personal devotions, and worshipping God with joy and gladness for who He is and what He has done? Are you really serving Christ today through a separated local church ministry and using your gifts for the Lord? Are you witnessing for the Lord? Dear friend, the main things are the plain things. We must put first things first! 

Let us not wander very far from our text found in 2 Corinthians 11:3 – “so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” It’s the business of Satan to keep God’s people from their simple devotion to Christ. Satan places thoughts in our minds, which he wants us to believe are actually sanctified reasoning, but in reality they are coming from the Evil One. He says to us, “You don’t need to go to church today. It’s not that important to pray and read the Bible every day. You are too tired and incapable of attending church. Take five months off from church commitment. You deserve a break. Retire for a while. You can always come back later.” These kinds of thoughts that race through our minds come from Satan and are designed to keep us from our devotion to Christ and God’s work. Satan, as the serpent, slithers into our lives and says, “You can’t really trust God in this situation. You had better do it your own way this time. After all, you don’t deserve this treatment. You deserve better than this. You are worth it.” The subtle snake tactics of the devil might also convey a message such as this: “Nobody will know if you do it. So go ahead and indulge. Everybody else is doing it. It can’t be wrong if it feels so right.” 

The devil is also injecting the minds of church leaders today with the unholy pragmatic philosophy that says, “If it works, use it. The end justifies the means.” We must confront these devilish thoughts and demolish them with the truth. Second Corinthians 10:4-5 speaks about “casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself against God and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” Destroying the satanic lies that have been filtered into our thinking process, churches, and personal lives is the only way to return to the simple life of devotion to Christ. The way back to simplicity involves nothing short of an inward implosion of satanic lies that have been deeply lodged in our thinking process. After all the dust and debris clears we will once again be ready to live the simple life of wholehearted dedication and commitment to the Lord in both thought and deed. 

The Secret to Living the Simple Life

How do we really simplify life? How can we live a simple life of devotion and commitment to the Lord and not complicate our life from a spiritual perspective? My good friend, Dr. Wendell Heller, always says: “God wants us to remain simple in faith and singular in focus.” This is very true and is the secret to living the simple life. We must live by faith in God’s provision and power and stay focused on what God wants us to do. This well-known expression from Dr. Heller not only tells us what simplicity (devotion) to Christ is all about but also provides us with the secret to maintaining overall commitment or devotedness to Christ. We must live by simple faith in Christ (Matt. 6:28 - ”consider the lilies”) and keep a singular focus in life (“seek ye first the kingdom of God” - Matt. 6:33). In short, we must keep right spiritual priorities and maintain a proper value system in life and not divert from the straight and narrow path. We need to plow a straight furrow (Luke 9:62) and not look back to see who is watching us. “Remember Lot’s wife?” (Luke 17:32). 

In summary, the simple life involves remaining wholeheartedly devoted to God’s word, will, and purpose for our lives (“I will run the way of thy commandments” – Ps. 119:32). The simple life is an obedient  life that stays on course spiritually and one that is free from any taint of hypocrisy. Joshua 24:14 says, “Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the Lord.” This is the crux of what the simple life is all about. In order to live this life the believer must learn the secret of remaining simple in faith (“Have faith in God” - Mk. 11:22; “become as little children” - Matt. 18:3) and singular in focus (“looking unto Jesus” - Heb. 12:2; “follow me” - Matt. 4:19) while living in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation (Phil. 2:15). As believers we are commanded to keep our eyes on Jesus and walk with the Lord in the light of His Word (1 John 1:7). This means we must obey God and do His will and refuse to complicate the work of God and our own personal lives with extra baggage that will bog us down spiritually (Heb. 12:1-2 – “let us lay aside every weight”). Just do what God says! 

Only when we learn the secret of possessing a simple faith and maintaining a singular obedient focus in life can the spiritual rewards of true peace, joy, hope, and satisfaction become ours (Rom. 15:13). As we learn to live by simple faith in the Lord and His promises (“that have I given unto you” - Josh. 1:3) and keep a singular focus in life (“turn not from it, to the right hand or to the left” - Josh. 1:7) the blessings of spiritual prosperity will accompany our lives (“then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success” - Josh. 1:8). The hymn writer spoke of receiving these rich spiritual blessings through simple faith when saying:

“Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus,

Just from sin and self to cease,

Just from Jesus simply taking

Life and rest, and joy and peace.”

I would say that “the simplicity that is in Christ” is one of the most important phrases found in the Bible for nothing is more important than keeping life simple as we seek to remain committed to Christ doctrinally, relationally, and devotionally. The world around us is becoming increasingly complex because it is drifting farther and farther from God. Likewise, with increased activity our lives can very easily become more complicated and involved to the point where we lose our singular focus in life, which is living for Jesus (Phil. 1:21), loving Him (John 21:15), obeying Him (1 Sam. 15:22), and becoming more like Him (2 Cor. 3:18). With the last days upon us we see things waxing worse and worse in the world and right where we live (2 Tim. 3:1-14). How wonderful and comforting to know that in the midst of complexity and perplexity we can have simplicity! At the heart and center of our lives we are to maintain simplicity to Christ. 

Someone once wrote, “Our life is frittered away by detail … simplicity, simplicity, simplicity!” Ecclesiastes 12:3 sums it up in these few words, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.” Now that is simple! You can’t simplify life any more than this. What the church needs today is obedient (“doers of the word” - Jam. 1:22) and genuine (“sincere” - Phil. 1:10) Christians who are walking close to God as Enoch or Noah did while living in their own evil generation (Gen. 5:22; 6:9). It was E.M. Bounds who said: “The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men.” And let us never forget that the simple life of faith and obedience is the happy side of life. Proverbs 29:18 says, “he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” May God keep us simple. May we think and live on simple terms. Life is short. Keep it simple! 

“When we walk with the Lord

In the light of his Word,

What a glory he sheds on our way!

While we do his good will,

He abides with as still,

And with all who will trust and obey.

Trust and obey,

For there’s no other way

To be happy in Jesus

But to trust and obey.”

Several years ago there was a memorable devotional time among some of God’s saints. Four little boys from a Christian institution for impaired children demonstrated that their mental handicap did not hinder them spiritually. They recited the books of the Bible and readily answered questions about it. Those saints who were listening were deeply stirred, and many eyes were filled with tears as these lads spoke of Heaven. When the boys talked about the Lord's coming, their faces glowed. One of them sang, "It will be worth it all, when we see Jesus." Though he stumbled a bit, God’s saints knew that he really believed the words of this precious song. How surprised they were at the simple trust and sincerity displayed by these youngsters! May God give us a simple faith and singular devotion to His cause and purpose for our lives. The little children’s song is still very true. 

“Teach us delight in simple things,

And mirth that has no bitter springs;

Forgiveness free of evil done,

And love to all men ’neath the sun.”

Salvation and the Simple Life

Dear friend, if you are reading this booklet and are not saved then you cannot experience the simple way of living which results in liberty from sin (John 8:32-36) and true lasting satisfaction (John 10:10). In order to experience the blessings of the simple life you must first possess a simple faith in Jesus Christ for your salvation from hell. The Bible teaches that Jesus died on the cross bearing your own sins. 1 Pet. 3:18 says, “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but quickened by the Spirit.” Jesus also took upon Himself the curse of judgment that you deserved, while hanging upon the cross, and as a result died in your place. Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” 

While hanging on the cross Jesus Christ took your sins, and the judgment connected with those sins, upon Himself. Jesus died for you, as you, and in your place to provide you with salvation or deliverance from hell. Today you can believe on Jesus Christ as your own personal Savior and be completely forgiven of all your sins (past, present, future), be restored to a right relationship before God, and know that you are going to Heaven when you die. Acts 16:31 says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved …” Believing on Christ is the same as expressing faith in Christ. Romans 3:28, “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”

Faith is a simple thing! Faith is a childlike thing! Right now you can place simple childlike faith in Jesus Christ to save you. Jesus said in Matthew 18:3, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Will you trust Christ right now to save you? A little child places simple faith in his parents for food and survival. What a beautiful picture this of the kind of faith that you need to place in Jesus Christ to save you from hell. You can come to Jesus Christ right now and transfer your faith in Him to save you from hell’s awful judgment. 

Revelation 22:17 says, 

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.”  

“Gentle Jesus, meek and mild,

Look upon a little child;

Pity my simplicity,

Suffer me to come to thee”

Address God in prayer right now and tell Him that you are trusting in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, to save you from hell forever. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13). Transfer all of your trust in Jesus Christ today then you too can sing: 

“Oh, how sweet the glorious message,

Simple faith may claim;

Yesterday, today, forever,

Jesus is the same.

Still He loves to save the sinful,

Heal the sick and lame;

Cheer the mourner, still the tempest;

Glory to His name!”

*(Questions on Following Pages)*

Questions

What does it mean to live the simple life?

What are the three examples given in the booklet that demonstrate how we can live a simple or devoted life to Christ?

D ____________________________________________

                                      (teaching) 

R ____________________________________________

                                     (fellowship)

D ____________________________________________

                                       (service)

How does Satan try to distract our lives from living the simple life? 

What is the secret to living the simple life?

What priorities must you change in your life so that you can live the simple life? 

What are some examples of the believer’s devotional commitment to the Lord?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

What things must you change in order to live a more devoted life to Christ?

What steps are you going to take in order to change your life? 

Complete the following statement:

The ____________ thing is to keep the _____________

thing the ____________ thing. 

Complete the statements of Jesus:

Matthew 6:20-21 

“But lay up for yourselves _____________ in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your ______________ is, there will your _____________ be also.” 

Matthew 6:33 

“But seek ye __________ the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

Mark 12:30

“And thou shalt __________ the Lord thy God with all thy ___________, and with all thy ___________, and with all thy ___________, and with all thy _________: this is the first commandment.” 

Mark 11:22

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have _________

 in God. 
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