The Secret Coming

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig 

One day George MacDonald, the great Scottish preacher and writer, was talking with his son. The conversation turned to the subject of Heaven and the end of all hardships that we now face on earth. “It seems too good to be true,” the son said at one point. A smile crossed MacDonald’s whiskered face. “Nay,” he replied, “It is just so good it must be true!” 
My friend, when we think about Heaven and the glories that await believers in Christ we are overwhelmed with the grandeur, unspeakable blessings, and glories that await us. The half has not been told! 

Today’s study focuses on Christ’s teaching about His coming and the believer’s entrance into the glorious presence in Heaven following His return. Ladies and gentlemen, one thing is certain. Jesus is coming again!  And the Bible reveals that He is going to lead us back to Heaven so that we can experience the wonder of this glorious place and our eternal dwelling house that the Father has prepared for us. 

Coming again, Coming again,

Maybe morning, maybe noon,

Maybe evening and maybe soon!

Coming again, Coming again,

O what a wonderful day it will be.

Jesus is coming again!
There are various secret events revealed in the New Testament Scriptures which are associated with Christ’s coming. They might be viewed as new sacred truths or secrets that are associated with Christ’s return. They are new events which were not previously revealed to the Old Testament to the prophets or taught in the Old Testament Scriptures. We find in the New Testament that God has expanded His plans regarding His Son’s return. 

The Old Testament only revealed God’s plan for Christ’s Second Coming to earth. However, the New Testament and progressive revelation reveals God’s plan for His Son to return for a group of people, His Church, the New Testament Bride, before His Second Coming to earth. God has chosen to reveal some new truth in the New Testament Scriptures regarding His prophetic plan for Christ’s return or coming. 

I found that those who reject God’s stewardship teachings and distinctions throughout the Bible (Dispensationalism) become very confused regarding eschatology and end time events. As a result, they avoid talking about prophecy and end time events. But we need not be confused about the future if we accept God’s Word for what is teaches. 
God works differently through the ages of time. He progressively reveals His plans and can add to them or change them in any way He sees fit. We must let God be God and stop believing those who reject the clear and literal revelation of Bible prophecy. I believe God over Piper and Harold Camping and all the rest of them who absolutely deny much of the literal end time events that are predicted in the Bible. 
You ought to attend a church that believes the Bible in the area of eschatology or the doctrine of future things. Many today are hijacking the Biblical teaching of Christ’s secret coming, as taught in the New Testament, along with the literal events associated with planet earth – a literal Tribulation Period, Antichrist, future for the nation of Israel, and the 1,000 year Millennial Kingdom. 
There are five secret events revealed about Christ’s coming. 

I. A secret return will take place. 

John 14:1-3 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am (Heaven), there ye may be also.”  

The return of Christ – “I will come again”

The reunion with Christ – “receive you unto myself”

The reassuring promise of Christ - “that where I am (Heaven), there ye
                                                        may be also.”  

Christ would return from Heaven so He could take a group of saints back to the very place He had come from which is Heaven. He would transport a group of saints back to the Father’s House. Therefore, Jesus was teaching that He would take His saints back to Heaven to live with Him before He returns to earth. 

This is the only sane and unbiased understanding of what Jesus was teaching in John 14. We are going directly back to Heaven when Jesus returns for His Church Age saints. We are not returning to earth right away as some teach. Instead, Christ and the epistles speak about a secret coming not revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. Christ is going to return for a group of saints and escort them back to Heaven to live with Him, prior to His return to earth. 

There would be a secret coming before His Second Coming to earth! This is a new truth that Jesus was revealing regarding His return. All the previous teaching in the Old Testament had to do with Jesus returning to earth in a Second Coming to judge the earth and bring in a rule of righteousness. However, Jesus was the first to speak of Christ returning with the prospect of taking believers back to Heaven to dwell with Him instead of immediately reigning with Him on the earth. 
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The Old Testament only spoke of Christ returning to earth but Jesus now speaks of Christ secret return (not revealed in the Old Testament) in order to transport His followers to a Heavenly home that is prepared for them. What a New Testament revelation this is! 
We can be sure of this. God’s New Testament saints cannot go to Heaven to dwell with Christ (“where I am” – John 14:3) and come back to the earth at the same time. This tells us that there must be a secret coming or return of Christ (not foretold or revealed in the Old Testament) which is designed to take His children back to Heaven with the Father. It’s a secret coming not revealed in the Old Testament but is now revealed by Christ to all His New Testament disciples. 

Some teach that when Jesus returns His saints are going to do a great big U-turn in the sky and immediately come back to earth. They will be raptured (taken up) and then immediately return with Christ to earth. This simply cannot be true. The secret truth related to Christ’s coming, which is revealed in John 14:3 and other verses debunks such a theory as this. 

Christ explains that He will transport His disciples (New Testament saints) back to the place that the Father has prepared for them (John 14:1-3). The context is referring to the Father’s house in Heaven - not to the earth. 

The phrases “My Father’s house” and “where I am” clearly refer to Heaven. Jesus promised to take believers back to Heaven with Him when He returns to gather His people. This means there must be a time interval between Christ’s return to gather His people (the secret coming) and His return to earth to establish the millennial kingdom (the Second Coming). 

In short, this cannot be the same event as the Second Coming of Christ to earth as revealed in the Old Testament. The contrasting elements cannot be merged into a single event. Christ cannot return to Heaven for His saints and return to earth with His saints at the same time! This tells us that the return of Christ has two distinct phases. 
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Jesus is going to return for His saints (1 Thess. 4:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:51-56) and take them back to Heaven to live with Him (John 14:1-3; Phil. 3:20) for seven years (Dan. 9:27 – “one week”). After this intermission of time He will then return to earth with His saints (Jude 14; Rev. 19:11-16) in His Second Coming to rule and reign. 

The Old Testament did not reveal the secret coming of Christ (1 Cor. 15:51-52). His return for the Church can be labeled a secret coming, since it was a “mystery” not revealed in the Old Testament and since Christ will not openly reveal Himself to the world at this time, as He will in His Second Coming (Matt. 24:27-30; Rev. 1:7). 

There are many passages which directly speak or imply that when Jesus returns that His saints will return with Him to Heaven instead of the earth. If we are going back to the Father’s House that He has prepared for us, we can be certain that He will one day return for us. 
Those who reject the teaching of the secret coming of Christ in the rapture try to make this text say that this is a reference to Christ’s coming for His people when they die. It’s only then that Christ comes for His people and takes them back to Heaven to dwell with them (death-of-the believer view). This false view involves many comings of Christ every item a believer dies. This is a severe case of eisegesis of the Bible – reading something into the text that is not there!! Jesus simply said, “I will come again” (one specific coming) – not again and again and again when people die! Furthermore, Luke 16:22 states that it is the angels who escort believers into the next life – not Christ. 

Others think this refers to Christ returning to His disciples after His resurrection to show Himself in the resurrection appearances. But this cannot be based upon what Jesus said in vs. 3 – “If I go and prepare a place for you.” Of course, this refers to Christ’s ascension and return to Heaven – not His return after His resurrection to the disciples. Jesus did not go to prepare a place in Heaven after His resurrection. This could only take place after His ascension into Heaven. 

Jesus also said that He would “come again” which means that His future coming would be similar to His first coming. In His first coming Jesus came from Heaven and not from the realm of death. Therefore, the coming of Jesus for His disciples does not refer to His coming to meet them after His resurrection. 

Others think this refers to Christ’s coming at Pentecost in the person of the Holy Spirit but this cannot be since at Pentecost no believers were taken from earth (“and receive you unto myself” – John 14:3). None of these views, which try to disregard the Rapture of the church, can be supported from this text. The text is a clear revelation and new revelation of Christ’s Secret Coming which precedes the Second Coming to earth by seven years. 
Many other New Testament passages refer to Christ’s Secret Coming and the believer’s entrance into Heaven at this coming. 

1 Thessalonians 5:10 

“Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.” 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him.”
1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 

I find comfort knowing that Jesus is coming back to take me back to Heaven to live with Him!! We are going to forever be with the Lord and live with Him in Heaven in the place that He has prepared for us.

All of these verses certainly imply that we will be gathered together with Christ and live with Him in the place that He has prepared for us – Heaven. 

Philippians 3:20-21 
“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.” 

Paul is saying that his citizenship is in Heaven and this is where He is going when Jesus comes back to take Him out of this world. 

All New Testament references regarding Christ’s return have to do with His secret coming for the Church unless the New Testament writers specifically speak of Christ’s coming in relationship to His kingdom and judgment (2 Tim. 4:1; 2 Thess. 1:7-10; Jude 14-15). As we will see in this message, the mystery or secret coming, along with the mystery resurrection of dead saints, and the transformation and rapture of living saints (1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:17) is appropriately connected to the mystery period of Church age saints (Eph. 3:1-10). 

All these events associated with Christ’s coming are part of God’s sacred or secret program which was not previously revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. Therefore, the return mentioned by Christ in John 14 and other New Testament texts of Scripture is a secret coming unknown to the Old Testament prophets. Christ is the first One to predict about this secret return which occurs seven years prior to His Second Coming to earth.  

I don’t know about you, but I’m looking forward to this day. I’m looking forward to seeing the dwelling place that Jesus has prepared for me. And just think; I will enter into this heavenly country when Jesus returns for me! Someone unknown author wrote a lovely poem about Heaven. It goes like this. 

“Light after darkness, gain after loss;
Strength after weakness, crown after cross;
Sweet after bitter, hope after fears;
Home after wandering, praise after tears;

Sheaves after sowing, sun after rain;
Sight after mystery, peace after pain;
Joy after sorrow, calm after blast;
Rest after weariness, sweet rest at last;

Near after distant, gleam after gloom;
Love after loneliness, life after tomb;
After long agony, rapture of bliss;
Right was the pathway, leading to this.”

    II. A secret radical transformation will take place. 

The change or transformation will occur in our bodies. This is good news!! 

1 Corinthians 15:51-55 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

a. The secret of our transformation (vs. 51)

Paul speaks about a “mystery” or secret transformation of living saints that will occur when Jesus secretly returns for His Church Age saints. The secret coming of Christ for His Church-age saints will bring about a radical physical change to their bodies. Those who are alive will experience an instant transformation of their body when Christ’s return. This is why Paul says, “We shall not all sleep” (vs. 51). 
Sleep in the Bible is used as a metaphor for death (Acts 7:59-60). But Paul shares the glorious truth that not all of God’s New Testament saints will be sleeping (dead) when Jesus returns for His people (the Church). There will be a large company of saints who will still be living when Jesus returns and they will receive an instant transformation of their bodies. A transformation of living saints will also occur that will bring a radical change to their bodies. 

The New Testament teaches that there is a mystery which surrounds Christ’s coming. The mystery involves a new secret teaching about Christ’s coming that was not previously known or revealed in the Old Testament. One should be anxious to look inside the New Testament and find out what the mystery is all about. 
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The Old Testament Scriptures revealed that Old Testament believers would eventually die and be resurrected on the last day (Job 19:25-27; John 11:24) when the Messiah returns to earth in His Second Coming. However, the mystery that Paul reveals in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 is that New Testament saints could fully expect that Christ would return in their lifetime (they would never die) and change their natural state immediately into a spiritual one. They would not have to wait until the last day or Second Coming!  They would be alive when Jesus returns and never need a bodily resurrection.   

There will be a generation of believers who are alive when Jesus returns, who will be instantaneously transformed, so they can receive a body that is suitable for Heaven and the eternal state. Some of us will escape the undertaker!! 
Everyone chuckled at the last funeral service I had. I looked at the funeral director and said, “Someday we won’t need your services!” In fact, for those of us who are alive at Christ’s secret coming will never have to die.  This is the mystery that was not revealed in Old Testament times. It was indeed a new revelation. There is not one Scripture in the Old Testament that reveals how living saints will be miraculously transformed at Christ’s Second Coming and escape resurrection. This is a new revelation which deals with the radical change that will occur in the bodies of living Church Age saints, when Jesus returns for them, in order to take them back to Heaven. 

In the New Testament Paul reveals a secret about a generation of believers that would be living when Jesus returns who would never experience death or resurrection. They would be instantaneously changed at Christ’s secret coming. They would be transformed in their tracts! A radical change of their body will occur instantaneously and they would then be taken back to Heaven to live with Him in their new body. 

The mystery (sacred secret) is always connected in some way with God’s plan for the Church Age (see Eph. 3:1-10). The formation of the church is a mystery or sacred secret only revealed in the New Testament and the secret coming for His Church is only revealed in the New Testament.  

Yes, we shall all be changed (vs. 51). The pronoun “we” is used in contrast with those who are sleeping (dead saints) and refers to the living saints. Paul explains the radical change or transformation in this way. 

1 Corinthians 15:53 

“For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 

This corruptible body must put on incorruption and the mortal body must put on immortality in order to be prepared for eternity. This instantaneous radical transformation of our living bodies will certainly be a welcome change, since today we are plagued by sin, disease, and eventually death. 
Most of us agree that our body needs a radical change! Many of us suffer from physical ailments and difficulties that will never go away. They are here to stay until we receive this radical transformation or change that is promised when Jesus secretly returns for His Church.  

A senior citizen in Indiana reports, “I now know that I’m getting old. I took my first airplane flight yesterday and the stewardess asked if I wanted coffee, tea or Geritol.”  When Jesus returns our health problems, heart problems, hearing problems, and inclinations to sin will suddenly vanish away and we will receive a new glorified body suited for the eternal state (1 Cor. 15:42-49) that will be like Christ’s body which is untainted by sin. 
Dear friend, when Jesus secretly returns for His New Testament living saints, they will undergo a radical transformation, both outwardly and inwardly. The eradication of the sin nature will take place allowing us to live without any sin or inclination to sin. Our transformation will cause all sin, sickness, and sorrow to leave our bodies once and for all and forever. There will be no more cancer, no more deformities, no more arthritis, no more broken hearts, no more aids, no more pain, no more rare diseases, no more death, and no more sin. What a glorious hope and destiny we have as God’s saints. Dear friend, it could happen in a moment! 

b. The speed of our transformation (vs. 52) 

The Bible teaches that this transformation which accompanies Christ’s secret coming for His own will be instantaneous for it will all take place “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor.15:52).  

When we twinkle or flicker our eyelids we do with great speed. Our bodily transformation will be an event that occurs with lightning like speed. Scientists have computed that it takes one-fiftieth of a second to blink an eye. Now that is amazingly fast. But this is how fast our bodies will be transformed. A person blinks 25 times a minute. Thus, a motorist who averages 55 miles per hour on a 10-hour trip actually drives 33 miles with his eyes shut. I just thought you might like to know this for your next road trip. Changed in the twinkling of an eye! 

In one of his lighter moments, Benjamin Franklin penned his own epitaph. He didn’t profess to be a born-again Christian, but it seems he must have influenced by Paul’s teaching of the resurrection of the body. Here’s what he wrote: 

“The Body of B. Franklin, Printer
Like the Cover of an old Book
Its contents torn out,
And stript of its Lettering and Guilding,
Lies here, Food for Worms,
But the Work shall not be wholly lost:
For it will, as he believ’d,
Appear once more 
In a new and more perfect Edition.”

c. The sound of our transformation (52b – “at the last trump”) 

This means there will be a series of trumpet sounds when Jesus returns for His children. And when the final trumpet note of victory sounds, we will be raptured. 

I remember when President Bush was coming to a small town airport in our area. They had a sound system that played the majestic sounds of trumpets for his arrival. It will be like this when Jesus returns! 
This trumpet, as in the Old Testament, signaled the appearance of God (Ex. 19:16). So, this is the last trumpet blast for the Church. Imagine how clear and victorious the notes will be as they blast throughout God’s universe! The expression of the “last trump” is actually a military term. This would be very familiar with the readers. In the Roman army encampments trumpets were sounded to cause the soldiers to wake up, to pack up their gear, to fall into line, and then to finally march away. A series of trumpet calls was given and on the final trumpet call the soldiers would march away. The last trump means that when Jesus returns in the Rapture there will be a series of trumpet calls to summons His people, but on the final or last trumpet blow, we will be changed and we will fly out of this world. I’ll fly away to glory I’ll fly away! 

We might conclude that this will be the last trumpet call, as far as living Christians of the Church are concerned, for it will sound the end of the church age, when all believers will be removed from the earth. The trumpet of God will summon all of His people to Himself. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 puts it this way: 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 

Someday the trumpet will sound and we will be going home!! Of course, there is no basis for posttribulationists equating this trumpet with the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11:15-19. In other words, those who believe the church is going to pass through the Tribulation Period identify this last trump with the last trumpet blown during the Tribulation Period (Rev. 11:15) and conclude that this is when the church is going to be raptured from earth – at the end of the Tribulation Period. This of course is a faulty assessment of trumpets. The trumpets of the book of Revelation are blown by angels during the Tribulation Period and are never identified as the trump of God. Nor is the final trumpet in the Book of Revelation ever called the last trump. In addition, the trumpets in Revelation pertain to judgments during the Tribulation Period, whereas the trumpet in 1 Corinthians 15:52 is related to the church! Let’s get our trumpets straight! Not all the trumpets mentioned in the Bible are the same trumpets. 

d. The saying of our transformation. 

This is a victorious cry. Those who never die will especially be able to cry out those wonderful words of victory, “O death where is thy sting?” (1 Cor. 15:55), since they will have escaped death and the undertaker. Those who are living when Jesus returns will escape death completely. They will bypass the dreaded enemy. They will not taste of the sting of death (vs. 56). How glorious this will be for those who are living when Jesus returns. You know, it would be a wonderful thing to never die! What a hope we have. We may be part of that generation of believers who will sing, “O death where is thy sting?” 

“O joy! O delight! Should we go without dying!

No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no crying.

Caught up thru the clouds with our Lord into glory,

When Jesus receives His own.

Oh Lord Jesus, how long, how long

Ere we shout the glad song,

Christ returneth! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Amen, Hallelujah! Amen.”

These living saints will not only escape death but also experience instant transformation when Jesus secretly returns for them. They will undergo a metamorphosis and radical change of their physical bodies. When Paul says, “we shall all be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51) and “we shall be changed” (1 Cor. 15:52) he was referring to the living saints at Christ’s coming and including himself in that company of believers. This was Paul’s own personal hope (Phil. 3:20-21). It was a blessed hope for Paul to realize that he might be part of that company of living saints who escape death. 

Paul certainly believed that Christ could return in his lifetime. He wasn’t waiting for the latter day (Second Coming); He was waiting looking forward to the immediate day (Secret Coming). 
   III. A secret resurrection will take place.

At the funeral services, the pastor got carried away and his sermon far exceeded the time limit. Finally his assistant whispered, "It's getting late sir!" "I know," the pastor said, "but this doctrine of resurrection is extremely important." "Yes, sir, "the assistant said, "But we've got to get the body over to the cemetery in time for it."

D.L. Moody said: 

“As I go into a cemetery I like to think of the time when the dead shall rise from their graves. ... Thank God, our friends are not buried; they are only sown!”
Paul also speaks about a “mystery” resurrection that will occur when Jesus secretly returns for His Church. In 1 Corinthians 15:51 Paul also connects a resurrection with the mystery that was going to occur (“Behold, I show you a mystery”). 
He seems to include the resurrection of New Testament saints with the sacred secret that was now being revealed for he says that “the dead shall be raised incorruptible” (1 Cor. 15:52). Elsewhere the Bible reveals that the dead saints, which are part of the Church dispensation, will be raised when Jesus returns (1 Thess. 5:10). This is a secret resurrection of believers that is not mentioned or found in Old Testament Scripture. 
The only resurrection that people knew about in the Old Testament times was the resurrection on the last day (Job 19:25; John 11:24) which was a resurrection associated with Christ’s Second Coming to earth and His subsequent judgment and establishment of the Millennial Kingdom – earthly theocracy (Dan. 12:1-2; Isa 26:16-19; Rev. 11:18). 
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The Old Testament saints will be raised at Christ’s Second Coming to earth, but a secret resurrection is revealed in the New Testament revelation. Another resurrection will occur before the Second Coming which will consist of New Testament or Church Age saints. This group will be raised in connection with the promise of Christ’s secret coming. 

1 Corinthians 15:52 reveals: 
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

When that final trumpet note of victory sounds, the dead, who have died throughout the Church Age, will be immediately resurrected. On that final trumpet note of victory they will be raised with a new body which will never die again.   

During the Civil War a group of soldiers had to spend a winter night without tents in an open field. During the night it snowed several inches, and at dawn the chaplain reported a strange sight. The snow–covered soldiers looked like the mounds of new graves, and when the bugle sounded reveille a man immediately rose from each mound of snow, dramatically reminding the chaplain of this passage from 1 Corinthians. 

The mystery resurrection that is linked to Christ’s secret return is a unique resurrection composed of Church Age saints who are termed as being “in Christ” (“the dead in Christ shall rise first” - 1 Thess. 4:16). This is a designation for New Testament saints (1 Cor. 1:2; Eph. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Jude 1) who have a position or placement (spiritual location) in Christ in Heaven, whereby the Father sees them perfectly accepted before His presence, through the merits of His own beloved Son (Ephesians 1:6). Being in Christ means New Testament believers possess the unique privilege of full and final acceptance in God’s sight, through the merits of Jesus Christ, whether they live or die. Old Testament saints did not possess this unique position in Christ. Abraham, Moses, David, and Job were never said to be in Christ. 

Being “in Christ” is definitely New Testament language for God’s New Testament saints – Church Age saints Therefore, the resurrection that is related to Christ’s secret coming (1 Thess. 4:16) is a resurrection of New Testament believers, or those saints who have believed in Christ since the Day of Pentecost, which was the time when the Church or body of Christ was formed (Acts 11:16-17; 1 Cor. 12:13) and when this unique position in Christ began (John 14:20). 

The mystery about the resurrection is that a special class of saints (Church-age saints) who are “in Christ” (1 Thess. 4:16) will be resurrected before the last day (John 11:24) or before Christ’s Second Coming to earth when the resurrection of the Old Testament saints will occur (Dan. 12:1-3). A distinct people will be raised at a distinct time (at Christ’s secret coming). This is indeed a mystery or new revelation unrevealed by the Old Testament prophets. There is going to be a resurrection of New Testament saints that will take place before the Second Coming and the resurrection of Old Testament saints. 
The teaching of the resurrection of Old Testament saints is not a mystery for it is clearly revealed in the teaching of the Old Testament (Isaiah 26:19 – “they dead men shall live together with my dead body they shall arise”). 
But the resurrection of 1 Corinthians 15:51 is called a “mystery” resurrection for it is never seen to be part of the resurrection program that is outlined in Old Testament Scripture and which is part of the Second Coming. It is a new teaching that was withheld from the Old Testament prophets. Hence, it is a mystery. 

Paul is teaching that a secret resurrection of saints will occur that is not mentioned in the Old Testament revelation. 
When studying the New Testament Scriptures we discover that the secret resurrection will occur seven years before Christ returns to earth in His Second Coming to raise the Old Testament saints. It will not be linked to the resurrection of the Old Testament saints. It will be a separate and distinct resurrection of just the Church-age saints. 
The resurrection and translation of living Church saints (1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:16-17) will occur before a seven-year Tribulation Period is unleashed upon planet earth (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:1-10; Rev. 3:10). Jesus is going to resurrect the Church-age saints and give them a glorified and eternal body in order to perfect His Heavenly bride and prepare her for marriage in Heaven (Rev. 19:8). The resurrection must take place prior to the marriage! The bride must be rewarded and robed in her gown before the marriage begins. 
The resurrected Church-age saints at Christ’s coming will also join in on the victory song and proclaim, “O grave, where is thy victory?” (1 Cor. 15:55) since the grave will not be able to keep their bodies. Christ will come back and resurrect their bodies from the grave and they will have a song of victory over the grave. 
Dear friend, God has a distinct program of resurrection for the Church that will come to pass. And the promise of resurrection is seen in every new bud, blossom, and leaf. 

I often share this illustration at the graveside of those saints who have died. The most famous clock in the world is London's Big Ben. It stands by the Houses of Parliament and towers above Westminster Abbey. It is a familiar landmark. The chimes play the tune of a hymn. The hymn is "I Know That My Redeemer Liveth." And because He lives we too, who know the Lord, shall live someday in a new body that will never die (John 14:19). 

 IV. A secret rapture will take place. 

A strange event in the American rail system was the mysterious disappearance of a refrigerator car from the center of a long freight train during a nonstop trip of 25 miles in Pennsylvania on a night in 1898. The car was found by a farmer three weeks later. It was concealed by a group of trees at the foot of an embankment. No person knew what had happened to it. While rounding a sharp, steep curve, the car had become uncoupled at both ends. After the car had toppled from the rails, the rear section of the train caught up with the front section, and the train coupled itself together once again. As a result, the train seemed to be fully intact, except for the mysterious refrigerator car, which was no longer part of the train. It seemed as if the missing car had vanished into thin air!  

Dear friend, someday millions of people will suddenly and mysteriously disappear from off the face of the earth. It will seem like they vanished into thin air. From all walks of life and from virtually every phase of living there will be people missing. The freeways, subways, airports and streets may very well be in shambles as engineers, pilots, bus drivers and a multitude of private car owners shall suddenly be caught up and disappear from planet earth. This will cause great disruption on this earth. It will be many months before the world can unscramble the mangled cars, trains and fallen aircraft. The world will be in shock as a result of this mysterious disappearance of millions of people. The headline papers may very well read, “Millions Missing!” Many will no doubt explain the mysterious departure as an alien invasion and abduction. Others may know that something supernatural has happened and turn to the Scriptures for an explanation of this event. 

My friend, Jesus is coming again! And this is why someday a great multitude of people will mysteriously vanish from planet earth. What a glorious day it will be when Jesus comes for His saints. 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”

The mystery that is revealed in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 is that living believers will be transformed when Christ returns. Also, believers who have died in Christ will be raised from the dead at the same time. However, there are added details to this mystery which are given elsewhere in the unfolding of New Testament revelation. The truth and event associated with this mystery is expanded upon in other texts of Scripture. It is wise to study these texts and important details to have a correct understanding of the complete New Testament teaching regarding Christ’s coming. 

The fulfillment of the New Testament mystery, which is explained in part as a transformation of living saints and resurrection of Old Testament saints (1 Cor. 15:51), will also be accompanied with the rapture of the living saints. The revelation and explanation of the passage in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 is similar to what Paul now introduces in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. Thus, the event of the Rapture is also part of the mystery that Paul was speaking about in 1 Corinthians 15:51-52. The two passages beautifully connect together and harmonize to form the entire teaching on the mystery event that will take place with the Church Age saints.
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Paul reveals in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 that the transformed living saints of 1 Cor. 15:51-52 will also be raptured (“caught up” - harpadzo) from planet earth when Jesus secretly returns to rescue them from the coming judgment that is going to fall upon earth. We get our word rapture from this word and therefore can correctly call the New Testament teaching regarding Christ’s coming - the Rapture of the Church. This is because the New Testament clearly teaches that the Church will be raptured into the air and then transported back to Heaven. 
Up, up and away! Friend, someday, I am going to fly out of this world and it may be today! I’ll fly away to glory! 

This could also be termed a secret rapture for it is a truth that is not taught or revealed in the Old Testament Scriptures. Therefore, this catching away or the New Testament saints is a secret that is being revealed in the New Testament.  The New Testament reveals that Jesus is going to return in the air and God’s saints will be raptured from the earth in order “to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 4:17). After this reunion with Christ and our loved ones in the atmospheric stratosphere the Lord will then lead His beloved New Testament saints who are “in Christ” (1 Thess. 4:17; John 14:1-3)  back to Heaven. He will not return to earth until seven years later. 

It’s here (in Heaven) that we will live with Jesus Christ as He promised (John 14:1-3). Yes, we will be caught up into the atmospheric Heaven with Christ and then lead triumphantly back to Heaven. There will be a generation of living believers who will one day fly away! They will fly out of this old world to Glory! What a day this will be. This is the time when the Church will be married to Christ.
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“Let us be glad and rejoice, 

and give honour to him: 

for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 

and his wife hath made herself ready.” 


Revelation 19:7 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” 

I have an invitation to this Heavenly wedding! Do you? 

A widely respected man known as “Uncle Johnson” died in Michigan at the incredible age of 120. Perhaps his advanced years could be credited in part to the cheerful outlook that characterized his life.  One day while at work in his garden, he was singing songs of praise to God. His pastor, who was passing by, looked over the fence and called, “Uncle Johnson, you seem very happy today.” “Yes, I was just thinking,” said the old man. “Thinking about what?” questioned his pastor. “Oh, I was just thinking that if the crumbs of joy that fall from the Master’s table in this world are so good, what will the great loaf in glory be like! I tell you, sir, there will be enough for everyone and some to spare up there.”

I’m looking forward to the great and glorious day when I step inside the gates of Heaven. Just think of stepping on shore and finding it Heaven. I will see the Lord Jesus Christ, the gates of pearl, the city, and find the dwelling place that Jesus has prepared for me. I will witness the breathtaking beauty of God’s creative Heaven and enjoy uninterrupted fellowship with God and reunion with the saints of all the ages. What a day of all days it will be. Let’s remember the promise. Someday Jesus Christ is going to return and transport His bride back to Heaven to live with Him. 

John 14:3 

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

The beauty and joy experienced in Heaven will be wonderful. However, the real beauty and joy of Heaven is this. We will be with Jesus Christ (“that where I am, there ye may be also”). Being with Jesus Christ is what makes Heaven – Heaven! 

“Oh, the soul-thrilling rapture when I view His blessed face,

And the luster of His kindly beaming eye!

How my full heart will praise Him for the mercy, love, and grace

That prepared for me a mansion in the sky!”

In summary, Christ’s return, a radical transformation of living saints, a rapture of these living saints into the sky, and a resurrection of New Testament believers from the dead are all secret events that are part of New Testament revelation. These events have only been revealed in the New Testament Scriptures in order to fulfill the outworking of God’s additional plan and purpose for the Church. 
And now, there is one more secret event to consider.  
  V. A secret rescue will take place. 

The fulfillment of the New Testament mystery, the transformation of living saints (1 Cor. 15:51), is also be part of a greater plan to rescue the saints from coming earthly judgment. The New Testament also reveals that Jesus is going to return in order to rescue His New Testament saints from a seven-year period of terrible tribulation and judgment that will fall upon planet earth (see 1 Thess. 1:10; 5:1-10; Rev. 3:10). 
Rev. 3:10 - The “the hour of testing or adversity” (a specific time of coming wrath) is a direct reference to the coming tribulation period unfolded in chapters 6-19 of this end time book. There can be no doubt about the simplicity of this statement!  The believers at Philadelphia were patient in all their trials and persecutions as Christ was and as Christ had instructed them to be. Therefore, Jesus makes a promise to them that would bring great hope and encouragement to their hearts in view of all their patience. Jesus promised that each one of them would be removed from the earth before the planet moves into the horror and judgment of these years of adversity. Jesus is promising rapture instead of wrath for these dear children of God. This is what He promises to the church today.
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During the summer, you can see the approaching thunderstorm coming across the sky. It looks black and dangerous as it blows into your area of living. So it will be when the tribulation comes upon this world. It will sweep across this world like a giant thunderstorm and bring great judgment and devastation to this world. How wonderful to have the complete assurance that Jesus will return and keep us from such a dreadful time of judgment as described in the book of the Revelation.

The Bible says we will be kept “from” (not through) the tribulation period. The careful selection of words indicates that they will not enter this period at all. The Greek preposition “from” in relation to the hour of trial must be understood as being kept from the entire period - not deliverance through the time of trouble. 

If people are still living in a certain time period they are not kept from it! The word “from” is the Greek preposition “ek.” It means to be out of, kept from, or away from. That’s as clear to see as a piece of glass that has just been cleaned with Windex. You can’t miss it unless you are wearing mid-tribulational eyeglasses, pre-wrath bifocals, or post-tribulational hearing aids! 

Again, this promise is also a secret connected to Christ’s return which was unknown to the Old Testament prophets and Scriptures. It was a deliverance that was not taught in Old Testament revelation. The Bible teaches that Jesus will return for the Church before this catastrophic time of judgment occurs on planet earth. 

Since God has chosen to judge the world prior to Christ’s return to earth in His Second Coming, there is a need for a secret coming of Jesus that is designed to rescue His children from a time of terrible wrath and tribulation. The New Testament teaches that Christ will take His saints back to Heaven so that they can live with Him while a seven year (Dan. 7:25; 9:27; 12:7; Rev. 12:14) period of judgment is taking place upon planet earth (Revelation 6-19). It’s interesting that the Church is never mentioned in Revelation chapters 6-19. Why? It’s because the Church has been rescued from God’s judgment on planet earth by the secret return of Jesus Christ for His saints. 

Jesus will relocate the Church from earth to Heaven prior to the Tribulation Period and during the seven years of tribulation that will fall upon planet earth. After the seven years, Christ will then come back to earth with His saints (Rev. 19:11-16) to rule and reign with His New Testament saints (Rev. 2:26-27;  5:10; 20:6) and fulfill the promise of the Davidic Covenant with the nation of Israel (Luke 1:32-33). 

Let’s get our eschatology straight! As stated before, we can’t go to Heaven to dwell with Christ (“where I am” – John 14:3) and come back to the earth at the same time. This means there must be a secret coming of Jesus Christ that is designed to take the saints back to Heaven, where they can safely dwell with Christ and the Father, during the time when God’s judgment is falling on planet earth. It’s a secret coming that will precede Christ’s Second Coming to earth by seven years. 

Dear friend, the secret is out! The New Testament Church Age saints are given the promise of a secret return, a radical change of body, a rapture from planet earth, a return to Heaven, and a rescue from earth’s coming climactic judgment. No wonder this secret coming is termed “the blessed hope” (Titus 2:13). 
Titus 2:13 

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”
What a blessed hope we have as New Testament believers. Jesus Christ could return at any moment to deliver us from this world (Phil. 3:20; 1 Cor. 16:22) and take us back to the Father to dwell in the place that He has prepared for us. What a hope! What a blessed hope! We are given a new and eternal body, we enter our eternal state, we are caught up to meet the Lord in the air with our loved ones, and we escape God’s wrath or judgment on earth. 
What a blessed hope this is! The best is yet to come! A great day is coming! Jesus is coming again!
“Someday the king of glory will part the clouds, praise His name.

Someday all pain and sorrow will erase.

Someday I’ll see my Savior face to face.

Someday, someday He is coming back for me!”
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A Secret Resurrection

Old Testament saints only knew of the resurrection on the last day (Daniel 12:1-2; Isa. 26:16-19) at Christ’s 

Second Coming. 



New Testament saints know of a resurrection (1 Cor. 15:51-55; 1 Thess. 4:16) at Christ’s Secret Coming. 
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A Secret Radical 

Transformation 

Old Testament Scriptures revealed that Old Testament believers would eventually die and be resurrected on the last day (Job 19:25-27; John 11:24) when the Messiah returns to earth in His Second Coming.









New Testament saints fully expected that Christ would return in their lifetime (they would never die) and change their body! 



They would not have to wait until the last day or Second Coming! 



They would be alive when Jesus returns and never need a bodily resurrection!
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