The Second Death

(Revelation 20:14)

by Pastor Kelly Sensenig

     The "second death," which is mentioned in Revelation 20:14, is actually a second separation. The word death speaks of a separation. In the first death (physical death), the spirit and soul (immaterial part of a person) is separated from their body (James 1:26, II Corinthians 5:8, Acts 7:59, Philippians 1:23, Ecclesiastes 12:7). In the second death, recorded in Revelation 20:14, man is separated from God spiritually in a second or final way. While he was living, he was already dead spiritually (Ephesians 2:1, John 5:25, I John 5:12). However, when a man experiences the "second death," he actually passes through a final and eternal spiritual death or separation from God. He dies in a second or final (eternal) way spiritually, whereby he is forever and finally separated from God in his spirit. Instead of possessing everlasting spiritual life within his spirit (John 3:15-16), he possesses everlasting spiritual death within his spirit (Romans 6:23), which means an eternal separation from God's life and presence. Never can his spirit be restored to God! Never again can he fellowship with God as a person!

     Although the "second death" is spiritual in nature, there are physical ramifications connected with this second death. The resurrection of the wicked human body (Revelation 20:12) guarantees a reconstructed, eternal body, which will endure the wrath of God in the flaming torments of Hell (Matthew 10:28, Revelation 20:14). This is why there is a bodily resurrection of the wicked. The bodies of the lost will be resurrected so they can suffer the agonies of Hell in a physical body. It is true, in a way unknown to our finite minds, even immaterial beings will suffer a punishment or judgment from God throughout eternity (Revelation 20:10, Matthew 8:29, Jude 6). Apparently, even spirit beings in their immaterial state can have the senses of a human body functioning. They can actually experience pain and agony from God's judgment. This is clearly seen even in the intermediate state of the unbelieving person, prior to their bodily resurrection (Luke 16:23-25). All of this is true. However, God has chosen to work with a bodily resurrection program for both the saved and unsaved. God has chosen to actually resurrect a type of body which will be able to experience eternal pain and dying. The resurrected body of the unbeliever, suited for God's judgment, will actually exist in an ongoing state of death and dying (separation from God) while it is being eternally judged. Actually, both the human spirit and human body will experience the eternal judgment of God in this second death or separation from God. Hence, the "second death" will be a judgment resulting in the separation of the man's spirit from God's presence forever (a spiritual death). However, it will also include the physical punishment of a body, through which man can eternally experience pain and agony in a state of ongoing death (physical death or separation from God). Just as the resurrected bodies of the saints will be living forever, so the reusrrected bodies of the unsaved will be dying forever. This would mean that their bodies will not be consumed by the fire of Hell, but will remain in a state of "being consumed" or a state of "ongoing" death (Matthew 10:28, Mark 9:43-48, Revelation 20:12, 14). God will raise the dead bodies of the wicked. If God can make a believers body eternally glorified to live in His presence, He can surely do the other. He can make an unglorified body, eternally suited for pain and death in the fires of Hell.

     We could then repeat our investigation. Actually, both the human spirit and human body will experience the second death. The second death will involve a man's spiritual death (a spiritually dead spirit separated from God's presence) and a man's physical death (the ongoing pain and suffering of the human body which normally brings death). Both the spirit and body will be separated from God's presence in a second or final (eternal) way. A person will then die forever spiritually in his lost estate of sins and die forever physically, as he suffers the perpetual agonies of Hell tormenting his body. Agonies, which normally would bring death in a physical way. Surely, those who die as lost sinners, face a terrifying future in the "second death!" They will be finally and forever separated from God's presence, to be judged harshly by God's justice. They will exist in an eternal state of death (separation) from God. This death or separation will involve the eternal banishment of their spirit from God and the eternal banishment of their bodies in the fires of Gehenna (Matthew 5:22). Both their spirit and body will be judged in the future. The spirit of man will be separated from God. Also, throughout the ages of time, man will want to physically die, but will be unable to die as recorded similarly in Revelation 9:6. He will want to pass out of existence, but God will not allow it to be so. Each lost individual will continually experience a second, final (ongoing) state of dying, in a body suited for eternal damnation.

     We might view the "second death" in such a simple definition and explanation as this. The second death involves a person passing through a final and eternal separation from God's presence in relationship to their spirit and body. This separation from God will result in judgment within another timeless existence. When we speak of the "second death" or when a man does die forever spiritually in his sins; we must always remember that this includes physical suffering as well.

     The second death will result in an eternal state of ruin or loss as is depicted in the New Testament words of "perish," "destruction," and "destroy." These words ("perish" — John 3:15-16, Luke 13:5), ("destruction" — Matthew 7:13, II Thess. 1:9) and ("destroy" — Matthew 10:20) actually point to the wrath and judgment aspect, which God will shower upon the lost in the future. When a person does "perish" as Jesus mentions, they experience the final separation of their spirit from God's presence. They will also be banished from God's fellowship forever. What a terrible judgment it will be. Oh to be lost from God's presence forever! Likewise, this spiritual separation (death) of their spirit from God's presence will also have physical judgments attached to it. When an unbelieving sinner does "perish," they will also experience the eternal pain of a tormented body in their lost and sinful estate. Once again, to die spiritually not only reflects upon the truth of a separated spirit from God, but takes on the meaning that a person will experience pain and suffering throughout eternity in a physical body (Matthew 23:14, Romans 2:6). The words "perish," "destruction" and "destroy" are translated from Greek words which mean "ruin" or "loss." The words "perish" and "destroy" are taken from the same Greek word. These words, within their appropriate settings, convey the idea that man will be judged by God in relationship to his spirit. However, as we've already declared, this spiritual separation will also result in eternal physical judgments as well. The Bible does not teach the annihilation (cessation of existence) of a man's immaterial soul and spirit by these words recorded in the New Testament (perish, destruction, destroy). Rather, the Bible teaches the eternal judgment of lost mankind in both spirit and body (Matthew 10:28, Revelation 19:20, 20:10, Daniel 12:2, II Thess. 1:9, Matthew 25:41).

     The final thoughts about the "second death" are very solemn. We must remember that God has two sides to His eternal character — mercy and justice. Lost sinners will not escape the justice of God (Revelation 15:3, 16:7) in the unending doom of Hell's fire, sulphur and maggots (Revelation 20:10, 15, Mark 9:42-49, Isaiah 14:11). They will die a second or final (eternal) death in the unending agonies of damnation where both their spirit and body will be separated from God's presence. Oh the unquenchable fire, the darkness, the undying worm, the loneliness and the fear! No more will God's mercy be within your reach! You will be separated from God forever! Never shall you rest again! Your sins will haunt you and God's wrath will judge you throughout the eons of time! Dear friend, think what it means to be lost forever!!

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ

and thou shalt be saved."

(Acts 16:31)
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