Preface

This paper was written following a series of messages that were preached at the Berean Bible Church in the spring of 1998. Much of the paper follows the pattern of these messages, which were presented over a period of 4 weeks. 

It is my prayer that this paper will provide some new conviction in the hearts of Bible students concerning the blessed hope of Christ’s return and the assurance that we have of escaping the seven-year tribulation period. It is also my desire to present the Biblical teaching of the rapture in an understandable form, so we can benefit from this source in the years to come. 

May God use this paper to confirm truth, convict lives, and carry His word about the rapture, into the homes and hearts of many people. 

Revelation 22:20

“He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”
The Rapture

(By Pastor Kelly Sensenig)

Dr. Horatius Bonar, as he drew the curtains at night and retired to rest, used to repeat to himself the words, as if in prayer, and certainly with expectancy, “Perhaps tonight, Lord!” In the morning, as he awoke and looked out on the dawn of a new day, he would say, looking up into the sky, “Perhaps today, Lord!” He expected the Lord to return at any moment. Bonar was in the Lord’s service for over 60 years. 

This is a favorite saying that many Christians have hidden within their own heart today. On the outside of the church where I pastor, we have a sign painted with a large trumpet. Above the trumpet these same words are recorded. Perhaps today! Yes, perhaps today Jesus will return and take His bride out of this world. What a day, glorious day it will be! However, for a world that is left behind, there will probably be a humanistic endeavor to somehow explain away the rapture of the church. Maybe all of these science-fiction writers of today are pre-conditioning the minds of the masses to the point that they will believe anything - even that a vast army of UFO’s came swiftly and suddenly snatching millions out of the world. Nobody will want to immediately accept the fact that God had intervened and done something wonderful.

Can you even imagine the papers the next day after the rapture occurs? What will they say? Millions missing – UFO’s are true after all! I don’t know what they will say, but the world will be totally shocked and disoriented when millions of people all over the world are found missing.

Charles Taylor tried to picture the event of the rapture and how it might affect the world at large:

“The translation of the church will be worldwide, for there are true believers in Jesus Christ in every country on earth, and they all shall be “taken.” Every country will find itself in turmoil. Each government will have to act as quickly as possible to prevent a wild tide of anarchy and terrorism. Strong measures will be put into effect. Millions of people will suddenly disappear from the face of the earth, including all of the infant children. From all walks of life, and from virtually every phase of life, there shall be people missing. The freeways, subways, airports and streets will be in shambles as many engineers, pilots, bus drivers and a multitude of private car owners shall suddenly be caught up out of this world. It will be many days before they can unscramble the mangled cars, trains and fallen aircraft. 

Remaining millions of people will be wailing, dazed and shaken by the event. They shall be frantically striving to locate loved ones in all of the rubble of broken cars and amid broken storefronts and smashed residences. Communications will be greatly disrupted. Many key persons shall disappear and much of the lines of communications, which are still above ground, will be broken by crashes of cars and aircraft. Distraught and searching multitudes will jam and overload the communication lines and systems that do remain. 

Dazed and confused pleas from bewildered men over the “alert” systems will try to bring about some semblance of order. Policemen, firemen and rescue crews will work around the clock. Hospitals will overflow. Emergency shelters and first-aid stations will be inadequate. The Red Cross and all other emergency units, plus the army facilities will still not be enough. 

Opportunists will add to the confusion and the misery by looting and killing. They shall feel that under such a total emergency they can get away with anything. CHAOS WILL BE ON EVERY HAND.” 

We cannot be exactly sure how the world will feel the effects of a rapture of millions of people. But one thing is certain. The rapture is going to occur some wonderful day. And what a day it will be when God’s people are taken out of this world alive! Wonder of all wonders, I may be part of that company of believers who are still alive, when Jesus returns. What a day, glorious day that will be!

There are several questions that I want to answer concerning this event called the rapture.
1. What does the word rapture mean?

1 Thessalonians 4:17

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
Some critics of the rapture teaching seem to try and make something of the fact that the word rapture does not appear in the Bible. Actually the meaning behind the phrase “caught up” is rapture. Throughout the history of the church, Latin was the accepted language of theological discussion. Many theological terms developed out of this language such as the term’s millenium, trinity and immanence. Although these exact words do not appear in the Bible their concepts are certainly seen and are Biblically based. The term rapture is one of those terms. We find words given that relate to such a wonderful event called the rapture.

The English phrase “caught away” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 is the Greek word “harpadzo” which points to a literal removal, a catching or carrying away. The word literally speaks of seizing something by force by way of plucking it up or pulling (snatching) it out. You remember how mom used to make you pull weeds out of the garden?

You had to pluck them out of the soil and remove them from the garden area. This is the picture behind the English phrase “caught up.”

A synonym for this word would be the word rapture. The word rapture points to a plucking away or catching away. Webster defines the word rapture as being transported to another place or sphere of existence. 

The Oxford Dictionary defines rapture as “the act of conveying a person from one place to another” Someday we who are alive at the coming of the Lord will be “caught up” or transported to another place called Heaven.

Acts 8:39-40

“And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.” 

In Acts 8:39, the same Greek word (harpadzo) appears, which carries the idea of being “caught away” and “taken to another place.” When Philip was finished baptizing the Ethiopian eunuch the Spirit of God raptured him or caught him away and divinely transported him to the coastal town Azotus. What a ride this must have been. Listen, if God did it for Philip, then He can do it for you and me some day.

The parallels of this text to the event of the rapture of God’s people at Christ’s coming are significant: 

1. Acts 8:39 = Someday God’s people will vanish out of this old world

                         like Philip and they will see us no more!

2. Acts 8:40 = We will be found in the air above to meet the Lord and
                        return with Him to another place called Heaven.
Hal Lindsey has termed the rapture of God’s people from this earth as the “great snatch.” What a great snatch it will be when we are removed from this earth and transported into the sky above. 

Friend, the word rapture itself does not appear in the Bible; however, it is a synonym for the English construction “caught up or caught away.”

2 Corinthians 12:2-4

“I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.  

In these verses we see the word used in the same sense of being snatched away. Paul was transported (raptured) by visionary means to Heaven and heard some sacred secrets of Heaven. In a like manner, we who are alive at Christ’s coming will be caught up (not in a visionary way) but bodily and literally to ultimately return to Heaven with the Lord. This return to Heaven will occur following the final examination in the sky – the Bema or Judgment Seat of Christ for Church-age saints (2 Corinthians 5:10).

Dear friend, someday we are going to be snatched away in a moment’s time to be united with the Lord! What a day this will be. What a ride it will be! And we will not even need our seatbelts! 

A strange event in the American rail system was the mysterious disappearance of a refrigerator car from the center of a long freight train. It happened during a nonstop trip of 25 miles in Pennsylvania on a night in 1898. Until the car was found by a farmer three weeks later concealed by a group of trees at the foot of an embankment, no one could imagine what had happened to it. While rounding a sharp, steep curve, the car had become uncoupled at both ends and, after it had toppled from the rails, the rear section of the train caught up with and coupled itself to the front section once again. So the refrigerator car had disappeared. 

Well, someday we are going to disappear from this old world and be caught away or raptured from this present life, with all of its problems, heartaches, sickness and disease. No more old age, no more cancer to eat away at your body, no more heart conditions, no more bifocals, trifocals and hospitals. No more aches or pains or sorrows! 

I once heard a singing group portray this wonderful event. They sang these words, which blessed my heart:

“Someday the king of glory will part the clouds, praise His name.

Someday all pain and sorrow will erase.

Some day I’ll see my Savior face to face.

Someday, someday He is coming back for me!”

We will be freed from this life of sin, sorrow, sadness and sickness forever and forever! Even so come, Lord Jesus!!

   2.  Who are the participants in the rapture? 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 says: 
“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
This passage provides the key to who will be part of the event called the rapture. The church age saints of all the past centuries, back to the day of Pentecost (when the church began), will be the participants in this glorious day of the rapture. This text has the dispensation of the church in mind (Eph. 3:1-10) and all those who have been joined to the New Testament church. The fact is, only those who have had part in the church age will be raptured. This truth is brought out in the prepositional phrase “in Christ” as found in verse 16. This of course speaks of that unique union and relationship that only the New Testament church would have with Jesus Christ while living on earth. Jesus spoke about this relationship as He looked toward the birthday of the church, when the Lord would begin to form His own body called the church, 

John 14:20:

“At that day (Pentecost) ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” 
This union was promised to those in the coming dispensation of the church, where God’s grace would form a body of people called the church.

1 Corinthians 12:13

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”  
This is a positional truth that the Bible teaches concerning those saints within this church age in which we live. We are joined or united to the body of Christ in an unseen spiritual union. This union or position is expressed frequently as being “in Christ.”

Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 4:16: “…the dead in Christ shall rise first.” Only the bride of Christ, those who are in Christ and part of this church age, will have part in the glorious event called the rapture. The bodies of all the Old Testament saints will not be resurrected and taken back to Heaven at this time. Their resurrection occurs at a later time when Jesus returns at the close of the tribulation period. These passages in the Old Testament point to the return of Christ following the tribulation period. The resurrection of all the Old Testament saints will actually take place seven years after the rapture, following the tribulation period.

Daniel 12:2

“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
Isaiah 26:19

“Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.” 

The rapture is not taught in the Old Testament. Nor did these people know of any mystery about the church (Eph. 3:3, 10). These were hidden secrets to all the Old Testament believers. They only viewed their resurrection as occurring when Jesus comes back to earth at His Second Coming which would be a time of resurrection and judgment (Job 19:25; John 11:24 – “the last day”). They only had the perspective of Christ’s return to earth and anticipated the blessing of resurrection at His return to earth.

Revelation 11:18

 “And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints (Old Testament saints), and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.”  
Daniel, Ezekiel, Gideon, David, Ruth and all the rest of the Old Testament saints will be resurrected when Jesus returns to the earth after the tribulation period of seven years. They never possessed this unique position of being “in Christ.” So only the church age saints will resurrected at the time of the rapture prior to the tribulation period. At the time of the rapture only the church age saints who are termed as being “in Christ” will be participants. Both the dead and the living will take part who have died throughout the centuries of the church. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52 

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we (who are living) shall be changed.” 

The dead church-age satins will be resurrected and the living saints immediately changed. Those who are alive will be caught away with a new body into the sky above, meet their resurrected loved ones (1 Thess. 4:17), and together they will be transported back to Heaven. This brings us to the next question.
   3. Where will we go after the rapture?

Jesus gives us the answer to this question in John 14.

John 14:1-3

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

Jesus is going to take His bride back to Heaven to be with Himself after the rapture. There will be the reward ceremony (the Judgment Seat of Christ) in the atmospheric heaven above, following the rapture (2 Cor. 5:10). Then, following this final examination, Jesus is going to take His newly rewarded bride back to Heaven with Him. The teaching that there is no rapture prior to Christ’s return to earth is totally false in view of what Jesus says here. He is going to take us back to Heaven to be with Himself before He returns to this earth. He wants us to be part of the place where He lives and resides. This is none other then the New Jerusalem or that great heavenly city.

Revelation 19:7

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” 
Here we see the bride is actually dwelling in Heaven following the rapture of the church. This allows us to understand that it’s the bride (the New Testament church) that will be caught away and taken to the magnificent splendor of Heaven! Jesus will welcome home His children to their place of citizenship (Philippians 3:20) and to their prepared dwelling place within the splendor of that lovely city called Heaven.

A little girl was taking an evening walk with her father. Wonderingly, she looked up at the stars and exclaimed: "Oh, Daddy, if the wrong side of heaven is so beautiful, what must the right side be like!"

Jesus will actually lead His bride back to glory as a general would lead His army in a parade of victory following the battle. In that day we will truly be marching back to Zion, that Heavenly City, where we will enter our eternal state as God’s people. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 portrays the scene:

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”

God will certainly bring the spirits of those who have died with Him when He returns so that they can be reunited with their resurrected bodies (1 Thess. 3:13). But the word “bring” can also have the meaning “to lead” and may also suggest that Jesus will resurrect those church saints who have died, so they can participate in this event with those living saints. In short, Jesus will lead these resurrected believers back to Heaven in a great victory march.

A little boy got on the elevator in the Empire State Building in New York City. He and his daddy started to the top. The boy watched the signs flashing as they went by the floors: 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70. They kept going, and he got nervous. He took his daddy's hand and said, "Daddy, does God know we're coming?"
I want to say that God knows we are coming and we may all go today in the twinkling of an eye! What a day, glorious day that will be!
  4. What is the practical teaching of the rapture?

How does this prophecy about the rapture give me practical help and hope for my journey in life? How can it affect my life right now? Bible prophecy should have a profound impact upon our lives today! How does the truth of the rapture really affect our lives today?

A. It gives me comfort for the future –   (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

1 Thessalonians 4:17-18 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 

Verse 18 is the finale to what has just been said. The teaching about the rapture, when we will be taken out of this world, gives hope and comfort to our hearts, knowing that we will see our loved ones who have died. We will see them in a new body and have a wonderful reunion in the sky above! Are you looking forward to seeing some loved one who has gone on to be with the Lord? Well, today may be the very day that you see them again, for if Jesus were to return today, you would be reunited with them in the air above. This should provide great comfort to discouraged and saddened hearts.

Within the context of the Christ’s return, 1 Thessalonians 5:10-11 also reveals how His return should provide comfort and hope for our troubled hearts.

1 Thessalonians 5:10-11 says: 
“Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.”

Now let’s edify one another as we investigate this thrilling and comfort hope as found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. In verses 13-14, Paul applied the word “sleep” to those believers of this dispensation, who have died and are now physically awaiting a bodily resurrection. Jesus used the same expression concerning Lazarus (see John 11:11–13). At death, it is the body of a believer that actually sleeps. The spirit returns to God to await the reunion with the body at the resurrection (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; Acts 7:59-60).

1 Thessalonians 4:14 says:

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 

In verse 14, Paul was careful to state that Jesus died. The word sleep is not applied to His experience. Jesus is bodily alive today, representing us in Heaven as our savior! His body is not sleeping, waiting a resurrection like the rest of ours. The liberals want to downplay His bodily resurrection but we can be sure that the body of Jesus is not sleeping today! If Jesus did not bodily rise from the grave, to represent us in Heaven as the living Savior (Heb. 7:25), then we would all be faced with a spiritual disaster. Without Christ representing us in Heaven, we would all be doomed to Hell for eternity (Hebrews 9:12). And that is why the devil leads these liberals to teach these doctrines of demons today! 

One of the questions, which the Thessalonian Christians asked Paul, centered on the resurrection of those believers that had already died. If the Lord came for the living and gave them a new body, would they need to wait a long time before they could see their loved ones in a new body? This thought was set at rest by what Paul says. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14-16

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:” 
Paul explains that they will not have to wait to see their loved ones in their new body. Those who have died will be resurrected and taken to Heaven along with the rest of their loved ones. In fact, their loved ones will be momentarily taken before those still living (“the dead in Christ shall rise first”). Your loved ones that have died will actually be taking part in this glorious event called the rapture!

This is wonderful to know today! When Jesus comes, I will meet my beloved husband or wife who has died in the Lord. I will see them in a new body, which will never die. What comfort I can find in this truth for my own heart today. What a day, glorious day it will be!

The last time many of us saw our loved ones on earth, we saw them suffering in their old and decrepit bodies. But in that wonderful day of the rapture, we will see them in a new body that is full of life and vitality and a body that is fit for Heaven. What a comfort this can be to your heart today. What a joy to live in anticipation of this wonderful event! We need to really live and walk in light of His coming. We need to allow the coming of Christ to once again stir our hearts and give us a living hope. We will see our loved ones again in a new and beautiful body! This will be a grand and joyous reunion.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

A pastor once stated to a friend, “I hear you lost your wife. I’m very sorry.” He replied, “No, I didn’t lose her. You can’t lose something when you know where it is—and I know where she is!” Dear friend, we know where our saved loved ones are and we will see them when Jesus returns, with a new resurrected and glorified body. We can comfort our hearts in this blessed hope.
A widow nailed a sigh on her husband’s office that he had made before he died. The sign read: “Gone for a little while, will be back soon.” What a glorious promise as we live in light of His return. Our loved ones who have gone on before us will be back and we will be reunited with them and enjoy their fellowship once again.

1 Thessalonians 4:14 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 

This verse once again reveals the truth that at the coming of Christ, our loved ones who have died, will be resurrected and transported back to Heaven, along with the rest of the living believers. Jesus will bring their spirits back with Him to be reunited with their body (1 Thess. 3:13) and then together we will be lead back to Heaven to be with Christ. You will see them right away! You will not miss the reunion. There will be plenty of rejoicing for everyone. The fact of our Lord’s return to resurrect the bodies of loved ones “in Christ” who have died (vs. 16) is to be a comfort to us in our times of loss and bereavement. 

1 Thessalonians 4:15 says: 
“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.”  

Verse 15 declares that we can be sure that at the rapture our loved ones will be resurrected to join us in this wonderful victory march back to Heaven. We will not have to wait to see them in their new body! We will see them with a new body at the very time that we receive a new body.

Look at this wonderful truth! 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
The teaching of this verse is very clear. Those who are living are caught up after the dead of all the church centuries have been resurrected. Our rapture will follow their resurrection. So we can be sure that our loved ones who have died will be part of the rapture event. I am looking forward to being part of that living company of people who are raptured alive! Oh joy; oh delight, should we go without dying! Some funeral director called and asked if I needed a cemetery plot. I said that I am looking for the uppertaker and not the undertaker! 
B. It gives me incentive for the present - (1 John 3:2- 3).

1 John 3:2-3 states: 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 

The coming of Christ to rapture His people should act as a purifying hope. It should promote within our hearts the incentive to live holy. It should be a real motivating force for each one of us to keep our lives in check and in tune with the Lord. The fact that we may be raptured today should cause us to clean up our lives and confess our sins (1 John 1:9). We should desire to meet the Lord Jesus as a holy and clean Christian, one whose life is pleasing to the Lord. We can pray, “Lord Jesus, forgive me, I want to be clean before you if you return today.”  Lord Jesus, I want to truly live for you today knowing that you might return any second and rapture me from this present life.”

1 John 2:28

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.” 
Keith Miller puts it this way: 

“It has never ceased to amaze me that we Christians have developed a kind of selective vision which allows us to be deeply and sincerely involved in worship and church activities and yet almost totally pagan in the day in, day out guts of our business lives and never realize it.”
May the rapture of God’s people be a stirring and motivating factor to sanctify our lives. Jesus may come today! I want to be living for Him and not ashamed of Him at His coming! I want to meet Him in the air knowing that I was a good testimony for Him during the day and faithful in what He has called me to do.

“Faithful and true would He find us here,
If He should come today?
Watching in gladness and not in fear

If He should come today.”

When the Prince of Wales was making a tour of some seldom visited areas, he decided to stop at a workman's home. The next day the laborer said sadly, "I never expected him, nor did my wife. The house was untidy, and I hadn't even washed. We shall never forgive ourselves.  If we had only known he was so near, we would have set things in order and been better prepared to receive him." Well, the great Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus, may also suddenly appear. Although we know not the exact day or hour, He has promised that He will return! It may be today! It may be soon! Amen!

The truth about the rapture and imminent return of Christ should motivate us to set our own house or life in order and be better prepared to face the Lord. This truth should provide great incentive for present-day faithfulness and commitment and purity before the Lord.

One summer a church camp staff staged an elaborate “rapture” while the camp director was off the grounds. When he returned, everybody was missing, clothing was on the ground as though people had “passed through” it, a motorboat was circling on the lake without pilot or passengers, and everything in the kitchen was functioning without a cook. A carefully timed phone call from town (“Hey, what’s happening? Everybody’s missing over here!”) only added to the effect. “I’ve got to admit,” said the director, “it really shook me for a minute.” Just think of what effect this event will have on a lost world! All of a sudden millions of Christians will disappear from the earth and nobody will know what has happened.
As we continue on in our study of the rapture we want to answer another question:

   5. What will take place when Jesus returns in the rapture?

There are several sounds that will occur when Jesus chooses to return. These sounds inform us what will actually take place when Jesus returns.   

         a. There will be the shout of the Lord Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 4:16

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:” 
I am not sure what Jesus will say when He returns and neither are you. But perhaps it will be twofold. “Come forth and come home!” First, the “come forth” shout may be directed toward those bodies, which are dead and termed as “sleeping” awaiting their bodily resurrection. 

The encounter of Jesus with Lazarus may shed some light on what Jesus will say in order for the dead to be resurrected. Jesus will bring back the spirits of those in Heaven to be reunited with a new resurrected body. But what will Jesus say in order to command these spirits to be reunited with their body? What will Jesus really say in order to bring this glorious event of the resurrection of the human body to pass?

John 11:43-44

“And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.” 

Jesus may simply repeat the simple words that he spoke to Lazarus. He may say, “Come forth.” At the very moment Jesus speaks such a command as this, things will begin to happen. The dead bodies will be resurrected in a new and glorious fashion to be joined to their appropriate spirits. 

How will God raise the bodies of people who were buried hundreds of years ago? What about the bodies of those Christians who were burned to death and those whose ashes were thrown to the wind, and Christians who perished at sea? The resurrection of the dead poses a great problem to the faith of many. However, if God could create the universe, it will be no problem at all to resurrect every believer of the past church centuries.

The problem with the unsaved world today is that their God is too small! When God speaks, things begin to happen! And happen they will! Dead bodies will spring forth from their graves and their remains will be brought back together into a new and wonderful body, even those who were eaten by sharks and lions or other wild animals. It makes no difference. God will bring them back.

Second, Jesus on the day of the rapture may shout forth something like this: “Come home!” A shout like this may be directed toward those who are still living when Jesus returns (1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thess. 4:17). In short, a shout such as this may summon the entire living saints to be raptured from planet earth into the atmospheric heaven above. Whatever Jesus shouts forth, we who are alive will hear it, and know that the final redemption of our body has arrived! What a day, glorious day, it will be!

This is why we tell other believers to keep looking up! Our redemption is drawing nigh! My friend, this could be the dawning of that great and glorious day when Jesus returns and takes His bride home to be with Him in Heaven (John 14:3).

          b. There will be the voice of the archangel.
1 Thessalonians 4:16

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:”
One of the archangels with their high ranking among the angelic order is going to issue some kind of command. There seems to be more than one archangel in the angelic ranks (Dan. 10:13). However, one archangel’s voice will be heard. I think this will be the voice of a warrior. Perhaps the archangel of Heaven (maybe Michael) will summon all the angelic order, which is yet true to God, to overlook and protect His church from the evil and wicked angels or spirits that are roaming the atmospheric heaven above (Ephesians 6:12).

Revelation 12:7 says: 
“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels” 

You will notice that this text does not indicate that a war only begins at the middle of tribulation period. The text is actually revealing that by the middle of the tribulation period there will be a war already in progress in the atmospheric heaven (“there was”). At the time of the rapture, a fierce war between the evil and holy angels will evidently break out that will obviously last until the middle of the tribulation, when Satan is finally kicked out of the atmospheric heavens.  

If I know the devil, he will try to do something to thwart God’s program of the rapture from occurring. His host of demonic hordes will be there in the atmospheric heaven above (Eph. 6:12). They will be roaming around attempting to thwart the program of the rapture from taking place. The devil and his demons will try to promote havoc with the rapture and the very events surrounding it. Therefore, the voice of this archangel may very well summon the good angels as a military escort to accompany the Lord and His saints through enemy territory back to Heaven.  
Luke 16:22

“And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried.” 

Friend, that old devil will try to keep God’s people, who have been raptured, from going into Heaven. He will still want us to go to hell. But the God of all grace will see to it that we are led or escorted all the way back to Heaven. There may very well be some kind of angelic escort service for all of God’s people as they pass through the domain of the wicked spirits. 

       c. The trumpet of God will sound.
If I were to stand up on the platform and blow my silver trumpet as loud as I could blow it; I would probably make some of you jump out of your seat and your heart skip at least one beat. Well, someday all of God’s saints around the world will hear the trumpet of God and will know that their day of redemption has come! It will also be the signal to resurrect the church age saints who have died.

What a trumpet that will be! God Himself will not blow it, but it will be a trumpet used for God’s service and plan. With the trumpet sound the word of the Lord begins to come to pass. Once the trumpet is heard, all that God said will come to pass. The dead bodies will be resurrected and transported. Then we who are living will be transported into the sky above to meet the Lord. 

Will the unsaved hear the shout, the voice, and the trumpet? Since the shout, voice, and trumpet apply to God’s people, there is no reason to believe that the unsaved masses will hear them. The Bible seems to suggest that these sounds are for God’s people alone. It is their redemption which is in view and not the unsaved of the world.

We are planning a cowboy night this year for Bible school. So the helpers will have to round up their spurs and cowboy hats and horses. Every child likes cowboys and Indians. They all know about the trumpet sound of the cavalry. They would blow the trumpet so the soldiers would mount up, be assembled and move out! Well, this is the way it will be with the rapture trumpet. It will be a call to God’s church to assemble them together and move them out! And we will move out of here. Right out of this old world! What a day, glorious day, it will be!

1 Corinthians 15:52 put it this way: 
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 

The trumpet sound (particularly the last trumpet sound) may be illustrated by the trumpet of Ex. 19:16–19 which called the people out of the camp to meet God. It will be a trumpet of deliverance. This trumpet was familiar to Paul as he writes. Throughout the history of God’s people in the Old Testament, the trumpet was known to be blown in order to gather God’s people together, to assemble them to one place.

Exodus 19:13-17 says:

“There shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the mount. And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. And he said unto the people, Be ready against the third day: come not at your wives. And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice (sound) of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount.” 

Paul may be saying that in a similar fashion, we as God’s people today, within the New Testament church, will one day hear the long sound of the trumpet (1 Thess. 4:13). And on that final trumpet note (“the last trump”), we will be delivered from this present earth and be assembled together to see God Himself in the person of His son Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:52).This long and loud trumpet blast will call the saints to their eternal blessing! What a victorious trumpet call this will be!

Please understand that this particular trumpet is not to be confused with several other trumpets blown in God’s prophetic program. The seventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15–18, which signals the final outpouring of judgment on the world during the tribulation period, is not the same trumpet as mentioned in the passages we have just seen. This trumpet is blown at a different time and has nothing to do at all with the event of the rapture. 
There are those who teach that the last trumpet mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15:52 points to the fact that the church will be raptured later in the tribulation period and that the church will have to face some of the judgments of the tribulation period. This particular view is called the mid-tribulational rapture theory, which teaches that the church will only be raptured in the middle of the tribulation period. However, the “last trumpet” mentioned in 1 Corinthians 15:52 is the last or final trumpet call, which is designed for the church. It will be that final note of victory for God’s people to assure us that we are going home to be with the Lord! The seventh trumpet of Revelation is the last trumpet designed for the unbelieving world. It is a trumpet that will sound and thus signify that the final catastrophic judgments of the tribulation period will begin. It has nothing to do with the trumpet of God as mentioned with the event of the rapture.

This trumpet used in the rapture is not to be confused with another trumpet that will sound at the end or closing of the tribulation period. 

Matthew 24:29-31

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken:  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”  

People who claim that this is the same trumpet as mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 and 1 Corinthians 15:52 teach a post-tribulational rapture theory. They believe that church will have to go through all of the seven-year tribulation period and then finally enter eternity following the time of judgment. However, the Bible teachers there are three distinct trumpets blown at different points in God’s prophetic program. It is a serious Bible error to look at every trumpet and assume that all of them are the same trumpet sounding at the same time!

At the time I am writing, we have eight people who are playing trumpet in this church. Now, all of us have different trumpets. You cannot say that they are all the same trumpet. That is silly and no person would believe you for one moment if you tried to convince them that they were all the same trumpets. How silly it is to try and say that all the trumpets connected with God’s prophetic program are the same trumpets, blown at the same time. 

Well, God’s people will hear these sounds immediately before all the action takes place. The voice of Jesus, the archangel, and the trump of God will be the sounds that will put God’s rapture plan into action.

  6. Are there any signs that must occur before the rapture

      occurs?

There are people today who enjoy bird watching. They investigate different birds and try to identify them. We have butterfly and bug watchers as well. There is nothing wrong with these hobbies. However, a great many folks today are also caught up in the hobby of sign watching. They feel that the rapture must be preceded by multitudes of signs. This is not Biblical at all. Actually, the return of Jesus back to this earth will be preceded by the many signs recorded in Matthew 24. However, the return of Jesus in the rapture will not be preceded by any occurring signs. This truth allows for His coming to be imminent or at any moment. 

You and I today are never told to look for signs that pertain to the tribulation period of seven years. What we are seeing today are the signs of progress, telling us that we are getting closer to the tribulation period. However, they are not Biblical signs, which signify that Jesus is coming in the rapture. I repeat. They are not Biblical signs that signify that Jesus is coming in the rapture. Christians down through the years and centuries have been talking about signs and Jesus still has not returned. Why is that? It’s because there are no signs that prove or verify that Jesus will return at any given time in history. What we are seeing today are the signs which are making progress toward the tribulation period. They are not signs, which necessarily promote a soon return of Christ in the rapture.

We are never told to look for signs dealing with Christ’s return as it pertains to the rapture. Signs are only for the coming generation of people who are saved during the seven-year tribulation period. Certain signs will be designed to let them know when Jesus is going to return to earth.

Matthew 24:32-34 says: 
“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even at the doors. Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.” 
These verses are strictly dealing with the tribulation period as verse twenty-one clearly reveals. This period of time with its appropriate signs will usher in His return to earth in His Second Coming.

Matthew 24:21 establishes the setting or context for all of these signs to actually occur. “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 
Who are signs really for? “Signs are for Israel, they are not for the church.” I believe no person could have passed their study on prophecy in the Bible Institute where I attended, which did not know the answer to that question. Signs are given to Israel when they enter the tribulation period. These signs will act as the indicators for Christ’s return to earth following the tribulation period. However, these signs do not relate to the rapture of the church, when Jesus returns before the tribulation period. There are no signs that must occur or be fulfilled before the rapture can take place. The rapture is a signless event. There are no absolute signs which are given to you and me today which positively indicate that Jesus is going to return in the rapture this year or 100 hundred years from now.  Therefore, it is rather silly to build a lot of hype around different signs. When people begin to look at signs, they begin to be caught up with the error of date setting. I was in a book store a while back and noticed an old paperback book entitled, “1988 – the coming of Christ!” Later on I saw a book entitled, “1988 – the coming of Christ – cancelled!”

More recently Harold Camping has written a book that claimed Jesus was coming back in the year 1997. Dear friend, lets stop looking for signs, numerical calculations, and codes that claim to prove that Jesus is going to return. These men are making themselves look silly and confused about the whole truth of Christ’s coming.

We are not told to look for any signs dealing with the rapture of the church. We are told to be listening for the sounds! The shout of Jesus and the voice of the archangel and that trumpet note of victory and deliverance!

As someone has well said: 

“We are not to be looking for signs; we are to be listening for sounds!”

The sound of the Lord’s voice and the trumpet of God I what we are listening for today!! What a day it will be when God’s people hear these sounds and are raptured and ushered out of this world in a moment’s time!

    7. How fast will the rapture occur? 

The event of the rapture will occur in a split second of time. This will not be a long and drawn out affair when it comes to the catching away of God’s people!

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 says:

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” 
A sign hanging above the entrance of a church nursery used this Bible text – “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed!”     Yes, “we shall all be changed.” We who are alive at Christ’s coming will undergo an instantaneous transformation. It is wonderful to contemplate how quickly and miraculously this will occur. The Bible says that it will occur “in the twinkling of an eye.” 
Scientists have computed that it takes one-fiftieth of a second to blink an eye and that a person blinks 25 times a minute. Thus, a motorist who averages 55 miles per hour on a 10-hour trip, drives 33 miles with his eyes shut. I just thought you might like to know this for your next road trip.
Well, in only one fiftieth of a second, all of God’s people down through the church centuries will be resurrected, and those who are still alive will be transformed and reunited in the air with all the saints, who have lived from the Day of Pentecost and onward. The twinkling of an eye! Think of it!
Tim LaHaye said:

“When I was a boy, I took a tour of Henry Ford factory in Dearborn, Mich. Then we saw an electromagnetic crane move over a large railroad car filled with what seemed to be junk steel. At the flip of a switch, everything in that car leaped up to the magnetic crane. Then I saw a strange thing: some pieces of steel fell back into the car. I waited until others had left on the tour and then climbed up to look inside and find out why these pieces fell back in. I found they were not steel at all. Lying on the bottom of the car were some old two-by-fours, a broom handle, and some broken pieces of wood. Only objects made of the right component responded to the magnet; the rest were left behind.”

Dear friend, so it will be with the rapture. Only those people who have been saved by the blood of Jesus Christ will be taken out of this world by that great magnetic snatch of God’s power! The rest will be left to go through a terrible time of catastrophic horror on this earth.

Dear friend, the rapture is an event of glorious prospect and hopeful deliverance. There is no wrath or physical judgment surrounding the occasion of Christ’s return for His saints. This present passage tells us that there is only joy and victory associated with the rapture.

1 Corinthians 15:55

“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”
When Jesus returns, those living saints will be able to sing this song:

“O death, where is thy sting? Death could not sting us. Death did not 

harm us. When Jesus returns, the resurrected saints will have their own song of victory: “O grave, where is thy victory?” The grave has not conquered our bodies. We have been raised to the heights of glory and eternal blessing!”

Speaking of the imminent (any moment) return of our Lord, Gresham Guinness related that one evening he went to hear a performance of Handel's Messiah. He said that after a couple of hours someone might have asked, "How much longer will the concert last?" He said he would have answered, "Oh, about 5 minutes."  The individual might have replied, "But how can that be?  It's still in full swing and has been going on for a long time.  Why shouldn't it continue for two more hours? How do you know it will be finished in five minutes?" Guinness said he would have replied, "Because I have the score, and they are singing the last chorus." 

Dear friend, we may very well be on the last score before Jesus returns for His own! We do not know the day or the hour. However, we know the promise that Jesus gave us. He promised “I will come again” (John 14:3). What a day that will be when we are transported out of this world into the air above to meet the Lord! This is that glorious event known as the rapture.

Many people might label the next as the controversial question.

   8. What is the timing of the rapture?

Christians today have created a debate around this question. However, there is no debate in God’s Word concerning when the rapture will take place. It will take place before the tribulation period of seven years. This is what many people call the pre-tribulation rapture view. Christ will return for His church prior to the tribulation period.

The Bible will bring this assurance to our hearts. Jesus will take us out of this world before the tribulation begins! Many people ask me what my view is on the rapture. Friend, it’s a sad day when you must ask someone what view they hold on the Scriptures. That is a sad commentary on the church today. Truth is being systematically categorized as only views that are negotiable. Instead of seeing truth as truth taught infallibly out of the Bible, many are beginning to base their ideas of scripture on views, which are published by man!

Well, I hesitate to talk about views concerning the rapture; however, in order to convey the thinking of people, we will call them views today. 

There are five different views being taught regarding the timing of the rapture. 
1. Pre-tribulationism 

This view teaches that the church will be caught away before any of the tribulation begins. This is what the Bible actually teaches or unfolds to any honest reader of the Scriptures. Any church that wants to follow the clear revelation of the Bible will teach and preach the truth of Christ’s return to rescue His children from all of the judgment of the tribulation period (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:1-10; Rev. 3:10).

2.  Partial rapture view or theory 

This view teaches that the church will be taken before the tribulation begins but only the spiritual Christians will be taken. If you are having an argument with your wife when Jesus returns, then you will not be taken. If you have kicked your dog that day, then the dog will be taken and you will be left behind! This is a rather confusing theory to say the least. The Bible says, “we shall all be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51)
Holiness teaching adopts the partial rapture view. They teach that Christ will only rapture those who are victorious and who are in right relationship with Him. However, the Bible teaches that all Christians will go up in the rapture because of their position in Christ (1 Cor. 1:2). Their present state of living will have no bearing upon their part in the rapture. The Corinthians were carnal in their living (1 Cor. 3:1) but Paul still reminds them that they will have part in the rapture of the church (1 Cor. 15:51). All the saints will be raptured even if they are hanging on to many things in this world. Someone has remarked that certain Christians will be taken up “feet first” because they are hanging on to so much within this world! Raptured upside down! Imagine that!

3.  Mid-tribulationism
This view teaches that the church will be raptured in the middle of the seven-year tribulation period. It suggests that the church must wait until it passes through the judgment associated with the first three and one half years of the tribulation period.

4.  Pre-wrath rapture theory 

This newer view teaches that the church will be taken in the rapture three fourths of the way through the tribulation, before God’s wrath begins. It’s a very strange view that was developed in the 1970’s and popularized by a fellow named Robert Van Kampen. Most recently Marv Rosenthal took up Van Kampen’s false theory of the rapture. Rosenthal became a student of this fellow and accepted his funds to publish a book called The Pre-Wrath Rapture of the Church. He sent a copy to my home free of charge. This book is filled with unbiblical findings as Rosenthal tries to distinguish things that do not differ!  This very name pre-wrath is a misnomer. This view suggests that God’s wrath is not seen until the final quarter of the tribulation period (trumpet judgments) and that the church will be raptured prior to God’s wrath, which is about three quarters of the way through the tribulation period.  

Marv Rosenthal has an ax to grind! He suggests that the church will only experience man’s wrath but not God’s wrath. This is a very bizarre statement. In other words, the church will pass through approximately five years of the tribulation period, which deals with man’s wrath (Antichrist’s judgments on the world). After the church experiences what Rosenthal labels man’s wrath or Satan’s wrath, it will then be raptured three quarters of the way through the tribulation. The church will be rescued from what he calls God’s wrath during the Day of the Lord which only begins three quarters of the way through the tribulation period. The problem with this whole theory is that it’s unbiblical. All of the judgments of the tribulation period come from the hand of God (Rev. 1:5) and are part of the one unified scroll (Rev. 5:2). Furthermore, it is the Lord Jesus Christ who opens the seven seals which unleash the judgments of the tribulation period. All of the tribulation judgments are God’s wrath – not man’s wrath. 
5.  Post-tribulationism 

This view claims that all Christians will be raptured after the tribulation. A man probably developed this theory while he was eating “Post Toasties” cereal for breakfast! I’m not sure, I may be wrong about that! Well, I have never found the post in Scripture that these people are leaning upon! There are no valid exegetical arguments to support these theories on when the rapture will occur. 
One fellow told me that he actually believed in another theory, which he termed as the “pan out theory.” I asked the man what he meant by the pan out theory? He said, “Well, I believe it will all pan out in the end, whatever will be will be!” 

Dear friend, we must stop giving in to the opinions of man and accept the word of God today for what it says! We are living in a day of great distortion of prophetic truth! Allow me to say that when you try to twist God’s prophetic program, you will not have a good conscience. When you stray from the truth, and deep down you know that you are departing into the camp of error, you will face a certain emptiness, loneliness and confusion.

For instance, when Marv Rosenthal said that he changed his view from a pre-tribulational rapture to a pre-wrath rapture theory, he suffered great sorrow and agony of soul. He records about the great agonies he went through and encountered as he changed his position. Marv Rosenthal is a brother in Christ; however, he has departed from truth and has felt the convicting blow upon his conscience for doing it.

He said:

“These were the most tension filled, heart wrenching two and one half years of my life” He talks about many sleepless nights and excruciating tension and strained and somber board meetings.

Obviously, this was not a brother who was being taught and led by the Holy Spirit in regards to his teaching on the rapture. To discover truth about Christ’s coming is a joy and blessing and does not promote chaos and agony of soul and tension. It brings comfort.

1 Thessalonians 4:18

“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”

Dr. Harry Ironside used to say:

“Be careful of any teaching that is new, it might not be true”

This is a good reminder. What every brother must believe is the truth about the rapture! Men are trying to steal away the hope that we have in the imminent (any moment) return of Christ. Whenever someone tries to place the church in the tribulation period they destroy the whole doctrine of imminence. These false views on Christ’s coming teach people that they will suffer at the hands of the Antichrist and God’s wrath which is poured out upon the earth. That is a terrible error to teach God’s people. If Paul the apostle would be alive he would be disturbed to know that men are misrepresenting what he taught the church about the rapture. 
The Bible teaches that there is an awful time of judgment coming to this world! Thank God that He will take us out of this world before it begins to take shape!  

Revelation 6:1-8 and 12 reveals terrible seal judgments.                                    Revelation 8:6-11 reveals horrible trumpet judgments. Revelation 16:1-11 reveals catastrophic bowl judgments. The world thinks that it has seen awful tribulation up to this point. Let me tell you, the world has not seen anything yet! The world has no idea what lies ahead. I thank God that Jesus is going to spare me from such a terrible time of judgment as this. He will rapture us prior to this dreadful time. God will deliver us from this world judgment just like He delivered Noah prior to its watery judgment.

You and I need to take a bold stand on the truth of Christ’s coming, which will occur before the tribulation period. We must stop accepting the error that is being taught today and robbing believers of their blessed hope in Christ’s coming, which is to rescue the believer before Judgment begins!

Revelation 3:2 says:

“Be watchful, and strengthen the things, which remain, that are ready to die:”

The truth of the pre-tribulational return of Christ is ready to die in some of the hearts of pastors and teachers. Its impact and importance is being swept under the carpet of so-called scholarship and drowned out in volumes of jargon that cannot be understood by the average laymen. Don’t be fooled and don’t be robbed of this blessed hope! Don’t allow the professional prophetic jargon of the day to steal this blessed noonday truth from your heart. Don’t allow any man to steal this hope away from our hearts. The Bible says, “Let no man deceive you by any means” (2 Thess. 2:3).  More preaches need to boldly stand up and say it the way it is today. The problem with the church today is that we have become far too lenient with error! 
Friend, this truth of Christ rapturing us before the tribulation is beginning to die in the midst of the sea of prophetic confusion. Or should I say pathetic confusion. 

Now where does the Bible teach a pre-tribulational rapture?

Revelation 3:10

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.” 
This verse clearly teaches that we as God’s people will be raptured from this earth prior to the seven-year tribulation period.

The “hour of testing or adversity” is a direct reference to the coming tribulation period unfolded in chapters 6-19 of this end time book. There can be no doubt about the simplicity of this statement!  The believers at Philadelphia were patient in all their trials and persecutions as Christ was and as Christ had instructed them to be. Therefore, Jesus makes a promise to them that would bring great hope and encouragement to their hearts in view of all their patience. Jesus promised that each one of them would be removed from the earth before the planet moves into the horror and judgment of these years of adversity. Jesus is promising rapture instead of wrath for these dear children of God. This is what He promises to the church today.

In the summer you can see the approaching thunderstorm coming across the sky. It looks black and dangerous as it blows into your area of living. So it will be when the tribulation comes upon this world. It will sweep across this world like a giant thunderstorm and bring great judgment and devastation to this world. How wonderful to have the complete assurance that Jesus will return and keep us from such a dreadful time of judgment as described in the book of the Revelation.

The Bible says we will be kept “from” (not through) the tribulation period. The careful selection of words indicates that they will not enter this period at all. The Greek preposition “from” in relation to the hour of trial must be understood as being kept from the entire period and not deliverance through the time of trouble. If people are still living in a certain time period they are not kept from it! The word “from” is the Greek preposition “ek.” It means to be out of, kept from, or away from. That’s as clear to see as a piece of glass that has just been cleaned with Windex. You can’t miss it unless you are wearing mid-tribulational eyeglasses, pre-wrath bifocals, or post-tribulational hearing aids! 

The passage states that they would be kept “from” the hour, not simply through the events of the hour. The use of the preposition here coupled with the term “the hour” should make it clear that the deliverance is from the period, not deliverance through the period. If the passage intended to teach that these people would be kept through the time of trouble, it would be proper to use another Greek preposition (“dia”) meaning “through.”

If you tell a little boy that he will be kept from taking a bath in the evening if he is not dirty, then he will take you at your word. Now suppose he comes inside in the evening and is not dirty, but you as a parent change your mind and say, “Now son, I want you to go through the shower after all.” Well, that boy will be quick to remind you that you promised to keep him from the shower or out of the shower that evening! My point is this. Even children understand clear thinking and language. But what do many do today who call themselves prophecy scholars? They don’t believe God and take God at His word. They try to make the simple word “from” mean “through.”

Why, even a little boy can understand what this text means! It’s the big boys who are trying to confuse the simplicity of what Christ said!

Friend, may I say to you that this text could not possibly mean that the saints will be kept safe through the tribulation period, because many of the tribulational saints who become saved during these dark days will suffer death by martyrdom (see Rev. 20:4; Rev. 13:7). Christ would never say that we would be kept safe through this time period when so many saints are going to actually die during this dreadful period (Revelation 7:9-14).

Something else that is worth noting is the reference to “them that dwell on the earth.” This has a particular reference to those people who miss the rapture and are left on the earth to become the objects of God’s wrath during this awful time of testing (See 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8,12,14; 17:2, 8). So this verse emphasizes that God’s people will be kept “from” that period of testing which will come upon another distinct group of people who are “living upon the earth” and who are the objects of God’s wrath. God’s wrath will come upon “them” and not upon “us.” Why? Because we will be raptured before this dreadful period of time. The judgment of God is upon those people who remain on earth after the rapture and are left behind to go through God’s tremendous wrath. We will be taken out of this period and away from this testing completely! We will not be part of the company of people who dwell upon the earth in order to receive God’s judgment. Thank the Lord!

There is a song we used to sing in one college group that spoke of the blessed hope and joyous occasion of Christ’s return:

“It could happen in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
He could call us home to Heaven,
He could break the eastern sky,
Hold the fort a little longer,
In your struggle over sin,
Trust the Great Commander’s promise,
He will surely come again.”

Yes, Jesus will take us out of this world before the judgment begins. We will miss the fireworks. Jesus Himself will rescue us from the awful and terrible time of future judgment. Matthew 24:21 warns of the coming dreadful years: “For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 

Now let’s go to another Bible verse that provides a basis for a pre-tribulational teaching on Christ’s coming.

Titus 2:13

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

A blessed hope is connected with Christ’s coming. Allow me to ask you several questions at this point. 
· What kind of blessed hope would the coming of Christ really be if you knew that you were going to face awful judgment before Jesus returns? 

· What kind of blessed hope would the coming of Christ really be if you knew that you would face death in the tribulation period before He returns? 

· What kind of blessed hope would the coming of Christ be knowing that you were going into the tribulation period to face the Antichrist and all the judgments that are going to be poured out upon his kingdom? 

· What kind of blessed hope would the coming of Christ be knowing that you are going to have to die of hunger, malnutrition, war and from being beheaded by the Antichrist’s dictatorship?

This is not hope. It’s a living horror! I am not looking for the horror of the tribulation period. I am looking for the Savior to return and rapture me out of this world before any of the judgment begins! God is going to rescue His people before this time period, so that we will not be persecuted by the antichrist and suffer at his wicked hands. This is one reason why the entire truth about Christ’s coming is a blessed hope to our hearts today!

Where else does the Bible teach a pre-tribulational rapture?

1 Thessalonians 1:10

“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.” 

The church here was continually waiting and looking for the arrival of Christ! They knew that His coming was imminent! Friend, we are not to be looking for the signs of the tribulation period or the arrival of the antichrist as so many are looking for today. We are to be looking for the true Christ from Heaven! Even so come Lord Jesus!

This context reveals that Jesus will deliver us from the wrath to come. The wrath here is pointing to that specific period of time, which is tied in or closely linked with His coming. The word “the” is a definite article in the Greek language and points to a specific type of wrath in the future. This is an eschatological or future reference that speaks of the church being delivered from the specific future wrath of the seven-year tribulation period.
The great scholar W. E. Vine has made a noteworthy comment on this verse. “This wrath is to be understood, then, of the calamities wherewith God will visit men upon the earth when the present period of grace is closed.”
The words “which delivered” point to a specific deliverance from the wrath of God in the tribulation period. In fact, the message that the words are conveying is that this deliverance is already accomplished in the mind of God! The writer does not say, “shall deliver us” but emphasizes the fact that we are already delivered. This means that we are as good as out of here when Jesus returns! Our rapture from this earth is already accomplished in the mind of God!

We will not be part of the tribulation period or pass through three quarters of the tribulation period. In fact, we will be up in Heaven enjoying the presence of the Son of God Himself (John 14:3; Rev. 19:7-8).

Where else does the Bible teach a pre-tribulational rapture?

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 reads: 
“But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” 

Note the change in the pronouns “they” and “them” (vs. 3) to  “you” and “us” (vs. 4, 6, 9). “They” (the unsaved) will go through the tribulation but not “us” (those who are part of the church). The background of this chapter is very important to highlight. The setting in verses one through three is speaking of the tribulation period.  The “day of the Lord” has special reference to this seven-year time period of judgment. The prophets of Jeremiah, Isaiah and Ezekiel all spoke of this day.

Only the unsaved will experience this dreadful time of judgment. Why is this true? Verses 9-12 provide the answer with a promise.

 “ For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.”
What a promise of future deliverance this is for those of us who are saved. We will be delivered from this dreadful future judgment. God has not appointed “us” (those who are saved and part of the church) to this specific time of wrath! We are not appointed to the coming seven-year wrath of the tribulation period. This once again means that He has already given us this deliverance ahead of time (compare 1 Thess.1:10). God has given us the paycheck before Friday! We are not appointed to this coming day of testing or tribulation, which will come upon the unbelieving world, left behind. 

I have the usual black book that most preachers carry along with them. It is my personal appointment book. Usually a preacher is lost without his appointment book. He has many appointments that he must keep throughout the course of a week. Well, I am thankful that God has made me exempt from one future appointment. This appointment is what the unbelieving world must go through – the tribulation period. Dear friend, I do not have this appointment for judgment recorded in my personal black book! The God of all grace has spared me from it!

What a hope, what a joy, what a salvation this is (“to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ” – 1 Thess. 5:9). Our salvation not only includes the future redemption of our body, but also our experiential deliverance from the very time of wrath that is spoken about in this context or setting. When Jesus returns, the children of God will be physically delivered from these old bodies and also physically rescued from the coming tribulation judgment upon the world. What a day, glorious day, it will be!

Whenever I drive to the airport to pick up a guest speaker for the church, my children always want to go along. Even if we need to leave at 5:30 in the morning! They enjoy the action in the airport terminal and seeing the airplanes taking off and landing. Well, let me say that I want to be sure to be on board when the flight marked “Rapture” departs. Good friend, don’t miss the only scheduled flight out of this world!  Jesus is coming again to fly us out of here. We may soon be boarding! And we will all have a window seat!

Here is another verse that supports the pre-tribulational rapture of God’s church:

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ (day of the lord) is at hand. 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” 
The reference to the day of Christ is better rendered “the day of the Lord.” This reference speaks of the coming seven-year period of judgment that will try the whole world. The text clearly says that we are to not allow any individual to bring deception into our mind concerning this time of judgment (“let no man deceive you.”). 

Deceive you about what? No man is to deceive you about your entrance into the day of the Lord or the tribulation period. There were those teaching in Paul’s day that the believers had entered the tribulation period and would have to face many conflicts and judgments. They were sending confusion into the minds of God’s people. It is no different today. Many men are sending prophetic confusion into the hearts and minds of Christians. Be careful what you read and what you listen to. Don’t allow some so-called prophecy expert to steal away your hope of being delivered from the totality of this future period of judgment.

Let “no man” deceive you into thinking that you have entered the tribulation period. Don’t allow any person to steal away the thrilling hope of your wonderful deliverance. I don’t care how scholarly and full of fancy words he may be! He may be able to read fluent Greek and Hebrew upside down and side ways. He may have his own magazines and books that are propagating these falsities!

One fellow, who I never heard about before, has been sending a paper to the church. In the paper he is propagating these lies that we are going to go through the tribulation period!  He claims to thank the Lord that he could retire and do more writing to help God’s people. Listen, this man is not helping God’s people. He is trying to steal away my hope in what Jesus has promised! I take offence to this! Every Bible taught believer should refuse to accept such prophetic hocus-pocus.

Stand up for the truth! Stand up against any person who is trying to steal this hope from your heart! Believers will not be part of the tribulation period (Day of the Lord). How do we know this? Because the “falling away” or that great apostasy (departure) of the end time church has not occurred. Also, the Antichrist has not yet been revealed (vs. 3). 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 reads: 
“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away (“departure”) first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.”

Some actually suggest that the term “falling away” (“departure”) in this verse may be a reference to the rapture of the church, when God’s people will depart from this world. It would seem however that Paul does not have the departure of the church in view. He had just spoken about our gathering unto Christ in verse one. Also, the thought of wickedness is in Paul’s thinking, which would relate to the character of the apostate church (see vs. 7). The “falling away” seems to suggest a departure or total abandonment into apostasy.

Paul clearly reveals that the antichrist will not be revealed to the world until the restrainer, the Holy Spirit, is taken “out of the way.” This statement provides another prophetic key that unlocks the truth about the rapture.

2 Thessalonians 2:7 says:

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way.” 

You will note that the reference is to a person (“he”) and that this person – the Holy Spirit is now holding back something so it might not occur (“now letteth”). The Holy Spirit is presently acting as a restraining force within this world, so it does not collapse into total or complete spiritual disorder and corruption. The Holy Spirit is actually restraining evil and preventing total apostasy from occurring through His indwelling presence in the lives of Christians (the church). God’s people within the church have the Holy Spirit indwelling them (1 Cor. 3:16, 6:19) and act as a restraining force against evil and apostasy within this world. In other words, the Holy Spirit will keep the truth alive and certain morals alive through the witness and testimony of God’s people in this world. 
However, there is coming a day when God’s people will be raptured from planet earth and then the Holy Spirit’s ministry of restraining evil and apostasy within the ranks of the church will be “taken out of the way.” The fact that the Holy Spirit’s influence regarding the spread of sin and apostasy will no longer exist is a clear indicator that the church will no longer be residing on earth when all of these great evils occur. The restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit will be taken out of the way because the very instruments (God’s people) that the Holy Spirit has used over the church centuries will have been taken out of this world! 

Please understand that the Holy Spirit will not be removed from the world; however, the people and lives that He worked through will be removed from this world through the glorious event called the rapture. When the rapture occurs, the Holy Spirit’s restraining ministry through the church will no longer be present in this world and all morals will collapse and total apostasy will abound in the remaining ranks of an unsaved church. 

When Jesus returns and snatches away all of the true members of God’s New Testament church, who are truly saved and connected to Christ, there will only remain a false church. This will be a church that is full of apostasy and end time delusion. It will be a church that departs from the truth of salvation and man’s need for Christ. All that will remain will be an amalgamation of false religions, sects, clergy and denominations, which are represented as a great whore or harlot (Revelation 17:1,5). There will be total apostasy and corruption.

2 Thessalonians 2:8 goes on to say:

“And then (after the church is raptured) shall that Wicked (Lawless One – the antichrist) be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:” 

Paul is saying that after the church is raptured and the Holy Spirit no longer resides within a redeemed church on planet earth to keep evil in check or balance, “then” (and only then) will the lawless individual who is the antichrist be revealed to a lost world. Then (and only then) will such wickedness be able to spread and flourish.

Paul makes it very clear that these key events concerning the great apostasy of the church and the revelation of antichrist will not occur until after the church has been raptured. The rapture of the church, resulting in the collapse of a moral system and system of truth, will actually be the mechanism that triggers off these specific events of total unrestraint, apostasy and the revelation of the antichrist.

Paul taught this truth to the people so they could realize that they were not in the day of the Lord or the tribulation period, as some were erroneously teaching even in that day. He wrote that they would be raptured or gathered unto him before this time of great apostasy within the church occurs and before the revelation of the antichrist. 

2 Thessalonians 2:1

“Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him.”  

Some glorious day the assembly of the church will truly be assembled together with the Lord Jesus in the air above. We will be translated and then transported back to Heaven. What a gathering it will be! What a fellowship! What a reunion! What a comfort! What a day, glorious day, it will be!

Speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ's Coming, Roy W. Gustafson said that in southern England there is a village with the curious name of “Tiptoe.” It seemed natural to call it that because years ago before paved streets and sidewalks were installed, the muddy condition of the lanes in that area often made it necessary for the people to walk on tiptoe.  Gustafson remarked, "The child of God who walks the streets of this life faces a similar situation.  He is to go forward on the tiptoe of expectancy, not only because of his evil surroundings, but also because he is waiting for Someone who is coming very soon!"  

My friend, I am not looking for the tribulation period or war, bloodshed, pestilence, death and horror. I am not looking for the antichrist! I am tiptoeing in expectancy! Jesus may come today! What a day of deliverance it will really be! We will be out of here!

9.   Which Bible types picture the rapture?

We have at least two very clear Bible types, which really picture what it’s going to be like when the rapture (this catching away) occurs.

A type is an Old Testament person, event or thing, which is designed to foreshadow and prepare for the coming of a future person, event or thing. A type looks foreword and prefigures something or someone. We must be careful to not see a type in every detail and every person of the Old Testament. Some people have type fever as they study the Bible. One man on a certain radio station was trying to teach that the moon was a type of Satan and that we can gather this by what the Bible says about the moon. Well, that kind of reasoning is obviously a forced typology which is the invention of man.

The early church fathers, after the days of the completion of the canon of Scripture, found types in every trivial incident and detail of the Old Testament and therefore fell into the serious error of spiritualizing the Bible. They made the Bible teach something that it does not teach. Men such as Origin and Jerome were guilty of this. When you study Bible types you do not try to force hidden meanings into Old Testament pictures and the lives of people. There must be a very natural and easy to see resemblance between the Old Testament picture and that which it pictures in the New Testament.

We must remember that a true Bible type is divinely designed by God or planned out by God. It is not a man made invention, which tries to press some unnatural teaching regarding Old Testament people or certain objects. One evangelist said that the three levels on Noah’s ark were a type of the trinity within the Godhead. Now that may be a stretch of the imagination. Friend, a Bible type should be a very clear presentation of some event, truth or person in the New Testament.

There are actually other raptures within the Bible that act as a type of the coming rapture of God’s people, the New Testament church.

Genesis 5:24

“And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” 

Enoch experienced a rapture. He was taken to Heaven alive by God Himself! The rest of the people all died (see 5:5, 8, 12, 14, 17, 20). This is a dismal refrain and was the legacy of the other patriarchs. All the rest of the people died, but there was one man who did not die! Enoch did not die!

What a beautiful picture or type this is of that great coming day, when the Lord Jesus will take a living company of people from this earth. The undertaker will be robbed of his money! Like Enoch, we will be taken off of planet earth without dying! Friend, you may be part of that generation of people who will never see death. You may be like another Enoch who never tasted death!

Hebrews 11:5 records:

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.” 
The New Testament confirmed Enoch’s rapture. Someday God will transfer or transport a group of living believers from this world. We may be that generation of believers! This could be the dawning of that great and glorious day. Jesus may come today! We should be living in light of it and looking for that return. I think that many times we just live day to day and never really anticipate and long for the return of Christ. It’s simply business as usual. We wonder why we have no zeal or compelling desire to serve the Lord.

Dr. Morgan said this about Enoch’s rapture:

“Once there was an old man who everyday would take long walks with the Lord. On these walks, he and the Lord God would talk about all kinds of things--about the important times in the old man's life: when he met his wife, the birth of his children, special Christmases, etc. One day while they were out walking for an especially long time, the Lord looked at the old man and said, "We are closer to my house than we are to yours. Why don't you just come home with me." And that is what he did!”
Someday we are going to be walking along life’s pathway and be transported into God’s presence. We will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air to forever be with Him. Believers from all walks of life and everywhere within the world will suddenly vanish. What a day, glorious day, it will be!

Here is another clear type of the coming rapture. 2 Kings 2:11 says:

“And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” 
Elijah was another person to be raptured from planet earth before he died. What a beautiful picture or type this is of the coming rapture that will take place when Jesus returns for that living company of people who are within His church. Notice the repetition of the key thought (“taken away”) in this Old Testament passage (see verses 1, 3, 5, 9, 10, 11). Elijah was going to be “taken away” from Elisha. He was going to be raptured from planet earth and would never be seen again until he returns in the tribulation period presumably as one of the two witnesses (Malachi 4:5-6).

Friend, someday we re going to be “taken away” from this old world and be “taken up” to the place where God dwells, Heaven itself!  We will be transported up yonder to that great and glorious city of the redeemed! The rapture of Elijah is a very clear type of even a greater rapture to come! His experience is a pattern or figure of that great and wonderful event of the future, when Jesus will return and catch away His bride to be with Him forever and forever. Even so come Lord Jesus!

Verse eleven says:  “And it came to pass…” Dear Christian readers, the rapture will “come to pass” someday! This is God’s promise. What a day, glorious day, it will be! 

Suddenly a fast-approaching chariot . . . and horses of fire . . . separated Elijah from Elisha (vs.11). The chariot and horses with their apparent riders (“horsemen” – vs.12) did the initial separation; however, they did not take Elijah into heaven. A whirlwind or thunderstorm actually transported Elijah into Heaven. The fiery horses with their riders and chariot represent God’s power. These riders were no doubt some of the angelic order of Heaven (the angels of Heaven). They appeared in a mighty and powerful chariot and as riders upon horses. They represented God’s power to accomplish His will and program on earth (Heb. 1:7).  All of these angels symbolized God’s power in the time of battle. Horses and chariots were the mightiest means of warfare in that day. The horse-drawn chariot was the fastest means of transportation and the mightiest means of warfare in that day. Thus, the chariot, horses, and riders symbolized God’s power to do as He pleases and to conquer all His enemies. God was saying in this event that His power was far greater than any military might upon the earth. It was this power (God’s power) that Elijah had been given and which was demonstrated through his life. It was also the same power that Elisha valued so highly and wanted (vs. 9). 

Elisha saw this wonderful event! 2 Kings 2:12 records:

“And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.” 

Elijah saw the great chariot and horseman which were no doubt some of the angelic host of Heaven. And in seeing it, he saw the very power of God being displayed. Elijah promised Elisha that if he would see him leaving this old world by God’s power, here represented by the chariot of fire, that Elisha would receive the portion of power that was given to Elijah (verse 10). So Elisha was overjoyed when he saw the power of God being displayed in Elijah’s rapture. This meant that he would receive God’s power upon his own life. Elisha’s reference to the chariots and horsemen of Israel shows that he regarded Elijah as a powerful instrument that God had used to wage war against the idolatry in Israel. He would be greatly missed. Elisha tore his own clothes as an act of mourning (Gen. 37:29, 34; 44:13; Josh. 7:6; Es. 4:1; Job 1:20; 2:12) over the loss of this great spiritual warrior. From then on Elisha would wear Elijah’s cloak and would serve with the authority and power it symbolized.

There was also a whirlwind that swept Elijah away (vs. 11). The whirlwind was actually a storm with lightning and thunder. Like the pillar of cloud that led the Israelites in the wilderness (Ex. 13:21), it represented God’s presence. God Himself, represented by the whirlwind, swept Elijah into His very own presence. Ultimately it was the power of God that raptured Elijah from planet earth. Thus, in Elijah’s departure we see the power of God being displayed (chariots of angels) and the presence of God (the whirlwind). 
Well, without reading more details into a type then we should, we can very easily see that Elijah’s disappearance is a prelude and pattern of a far greater disappearance in the future! As Elijah was raptured by the power of God and transported back to glory, so the church will be snatched away by God’s power and transported back into Heaven.
“And he (Elisha) saw him no more” verse 12 says. Think about that! 

Someday the world will be robbed of a company of millions of believers. They will be swept away from this old world by the display of God’s own power into the whirlwind of God’s own presence. And the unsaved people who miss the rapture and remain in this world will see us no more! We will vanish from the presence of this world scene. We will be out of here! What a day, glorious day, it will be!

There is an older and rather fun song that we can sing today and apply to the event called the rapture. It goes like this:

“Some glad morning when this life is ore, I’ll fly away.
To a place on God’s celestial shore, I’ll fly away.
I’ll fly away to glory I’ll fly away!”

Someday we will fly away as Elijah did long ago! We will be caught up by the power of God into the whirlwind of God’s presence, the Lord Jesus Christ, and be transported back to Heaven. What an amazing day of glory and grandeur and greatness it will be! I think it’s the old Negro spiritual, which catches the scene rather well. It says: “We’ll be caught up in a chariot of clouds!”  

1 Thessalonians 4:17 says:

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 

My friend, some day we will be “caught up” raptured from planet earth by God’s own power as represented by the chariot and fiery horseman. Someday we will be raptured into the presence of God Himself as represented by the whirlwind. We will be taken and transported from this side of heaven onto the other side of Heaven! And in that day it will be glory for you and me. 

“Oh that will be, glory for me, glory for me, glory for me.
When by His grace I shall look on His face,
That will be glory, be glory for me!”

Can you even begin to imagine how wonderful it will really be? Can we really grasp how delighted we will be and how we will feel as we are transported into the clouds above to meet the Lord Jesus Christ for the very first time? We will finally see His lovely face!

10.  What are the differences between the rapture and the
       revelation of Jesus Christ?

This question needs to be answered in a very clear manner and understandable way. The rapture takes place when Jesus returns to take the church out of this world (John 14:1-3) prior to the seven-year tribulation (Rev. 3:10). The revelation (unveiling) of Jesus takes place when He returns at the end of the tribulation period to reveal Himself to the entire world. The coming of Christ is in two phases. Christ is coming back before the tribulation period (the rapture) to take His church out of this world. After the tribulation he will return to this earth to judge it and establish His glorious kingdom (Second Coming) and reveal Himself as the King of all kings (Rev. 19:16).

What are some major differences between the two phases of Christ’s coming (the rapture and the revelation)?

The Bible will give to us some very clear distinctions between the two phases of Christ’s coming. When a person fails to see these distinctions or differences, they will become confused about the teaching of Christ’s coming. 

Contrasts Between the Rapture & Revelation of Jesus Christ
· In the rapture of the church, Jesus will not reveal Himself to the world. In the revelation (Second Coming) Jesus will reveal Himself to the entire world (Rev. 1:7).

· In the rapture Jesus will come for His saints (1 Thess. 4:16). In the revelation, Jesus will come with His saints (Rev. 19:14).

· In the rapture, God’s people will return to heaven with Him (John 14:1- 3). In the revelation, they will return to earth with Jesus and rule with Him (1 Cor. 6:2; Rev. 2:26-27; 5:10; Rev. 20:4).

· The rapture was a mystery unrevealed in the Old Testament (1 Cor 15:51 - “Behold I show you a mystery”). The revelation was a predicted event in the Old Testament (Zechariah. 14:4, 9)

· In the rapture Christ only comes back to the atmospheric heaven above (1 Thess. 4:17). In the revelation Christ will come back to the earth (Zechariah. 14:4).

· The rapture is not preceded by any signs. The revelation is preceded by many signs (Matt. 24:32-33, 3 & 30).

These differences and others cannot be overlooked. For a more detailed look at these differences see the chart labeled “The Two Comings of Christ Contrasted.” We must understand that the coming of Christ is divided into two phases. He will return before the tribulation begins (1 Thess. 1:10; 5:1-10) and seven years later at the close of the tribulation period (Matt. 24:29). 

Those who argue that Jesus will only return once at the end of time are missing the very important distinctions that the Bible makes concerning the coming of Christ. They become confused about the coming of Christ and God’s prophetic program.

A certain man once argued to me about the rapture. He said that I was deceived and wrong for promoting the doctrine of the rapture. He called it a “fly away teaching” and he called me a “fly by night preacher” who was running a “fly by night program!”  

Well, as I study the differences between the two phases of Christ’s coming, I realize that some glad morning when this life is ore, I am going to fly away!  It will be to a place on God’s celestial shore. And if you don’t want to fly away with me that’s your own business. One man said, “I don’t believe in a pretribulational rapture of the church, but if I’m wrong, please grab me and take me along.” 
Dear friend, someday I’m going to fly out of here! A Christian man was very poor and only had an old worn out bike to ride. He rode this bike everywhere and anywhere. One day another Christian was talking to the poor man about the rapture. He asked the poor fellow, “What are you looking forward to the most, when Jesus comes in the rapture?” Without hesitation the man replied, “Most of all, I am looking forward to the free transportation that I will get when the Lord takes me back to Heaven!”

11.  Why has the rapture not occurred?

2 Peter 3:3-9 provides the answer for us:

“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

There are two reasons why the coming of Christ has not yet occurred:

    a. Because God’s timetable is different then mans  (vs. 8)
This verse does not teach that a thousand years is a day. The text says it’s “as one day.” In other words, God views time differently then we do. Man reckons time in a different way than God does. The reason for this difference is because man is a creature of time. Looking at time from the perspective of man’s calendar, God perceives one day as being like 1,000 years, or 1,000 years like being one day. What seems long to man is not necessarily long to God. As the eternal God, His perception of a long period of time is not the same as hours.

Psalm 90:4

“For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night.”  

In God’s eyes, the present church age, which is some 2,000 years in length, has lasted not quite two days! 
   b. Because God does not glory in judging people (vs. 9)
The pronoun “us” refers to those believers who were once part of lost humanity. Jesus has not returned because He is longsuffering toward lost humanity. He is not willing that any should perish. In short, Jesus has not returned because He does not want to see people receive the judgment of God within the events of the Day of the Lord. Jesus loves lost people. This is why Jesus has not yet returned. “God is not willing that any should perish.” However, someday His grace will run out on this old unbelieving world like it did in the days of Noah (Genesis 6:3, 6). The sands of grace within God’s hourglass will finally run out. And when those final grains of sand fall through the hourglass, the next flood of divine judgment will be poured out upon this unbelieving world. This will be the judgment of the tribulation period. 

The doctrine or teaching of uniformitarianism, as talked about in 2 Peter 3:4 (“all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation”), will be swallowed up by the second great judgment to engulf this world. As scoffing and unbelieving man is “willingly ignorant” of the previous global judgment (2 Peter 3:5), so he remains in willful ignorance concerning the next climactic global judgment following the return of Christ. Mark this down. When Jesus decides to return He will return without any kind of delay! He will not dilly-dally around!

Heb. 10:37 says:

“For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.”

I received a letter in the mail just the other day. In that letter the dear brother said that “If the Lord tarries he will be able to do the work which he was planning.” Friend, I have news for you. When the Lord Jesus decides to return He will not tarry. He will come back and all of Hell will not stop Him!

The only reason that He has not returned is because God has His own timetable and because He loves the souls of lost people! 

Friend, we ought to love the souls of lost people in view of Christ’s coming and the judgment that awaits because of their rejection of Christ! 

Now remember, Jesus will return exactly when He decides to return. Let us put away all these theories and numerical calculations to try and figure out when Jesus will return! One theory to date Christ’s return is called the Septa-Millenial Theory. This theory states that God follows a pattern of seven. Since He created the world in six days and rested on the seventh, so He will come after 6,000 years of earth’s history and rest for 1,000 years in the kingdom. This then, according their dateline of the earth’s history, would put Christ’s coming around the year 2,000, before the arrival of His kingdom. 

Well, as a revise this study the year 2,000 has passed. My friend, let’s stop trying to find hidden codes and secrets in the Bible which are simply not there! We are living in a day of prophetic sensationalism where men are trying to entertain the minds of people with what I call prophetic gymnastics concerning Christ’s return. Jesus is not going to return according to any Septa-Millennial theory or secret code which has just unlocked. Jesus will return according to His own timetable, which is unknown to man!

What a day it will be when He returns! Oh what a wonderful, wonderful day! Jesus is coming again! Will you be part of this glorious day? Will you be one who is raptured out of this world prior to the great coming judgment? Dear unsaved reader, “the time is at hand” as Revelation 1:3 and 22:10 reveals. Christ could return at any moment and the events of judgment will begin to be unleashed upon this world. The world is on a roller coaster ride, which is headed straight into the terrible tribulation period. The “coming of the Lord draweth nigh” (James 5:8).

If you are not sure of your salvation from God’s future judgment, I invite you to repent of your sins and personally believe on Jesus Christ. Allow Christ to become the savior of your soul from all future judgment (Romans 8:1). Accept Jesus as your Savior right now for Jesus is coming again. Judgment is on the horizon. There is the approaching hoof beats of apocalyptic judgment coming your way (Revelation 6).

Won’t you call upon Jesus Christ to be your savior today?

Romans 10:13 says:

“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
There is also a tremendous challenge here for every Christian today. Think of it. Jesus may come today! Perhaps today! What are you doing in the pigpen of life? Why aren’t you serving the Lord Jesus more faithfully? Why have you been so carefree and uncommitted in your Christian walk and service for the Lord?

Paul says in Philippians 4:5, “The Lord is at hand.” 

“Wake Up!”  “Wake up!”

These are the very words that a lecturer bellowed forth one day. Many students were falling asleep during his school lecture on a particular Bible book. Of course I was not one of them! The “wake up” call was made in a clear fashion. Listening to God’s Word and following God’s plan for your life is important. We had better wake up from our spiritual lethargy and lack of zeal for Christ. 

Ephesians 5:14

“Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.”
In light of Christ’s imminent return, every believer should say, “Change me Lord and help me to live in the expectancy of His return.” The teaching of the rapture should ignite new motivation in your heart to serve the Lord. It should stimulate you to live for Christ. Jesus is going to return to examine my life and reward me accordingly! 

Revelation 22:12

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
The message of the rapture not only provides comfort, hope, and the assurance of escape from the future tribulation period, it also adds fuel to our fire as we go out to serve the Lord.

Martin Luther said there were only two days on his calendar that concerned him. Today and that day!
That day is the day of His return. Let us live, walk, talk and serve in light of this glorious coming day! Let us “watch and be sober” (1 Thess. 5:6). The “bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16) is about to shine! Jesus is coming! It will soon be sunrise! Some golden daybreak, Jesus will come! What a day, glorious day, it will be!
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