The Overcomers in Revelation 2-3
By Pastor Kelly Sensenig
There seems to be a divided opinion among conservative Bible teachers on the way to interpreter the overcomers in the seven letters to the churches of Asia Minor. Revelation chapters two and three are the Scripture passages in which the overcoming promises are found. Are these promises given to all Christians? Are they intended for a select group of Christians? Why were they given to these Christians? These questions are the major issues at hand when studying the overcomers. How we answer these questions will determine our interpretive approach to these people, passages, and promises.  
I have over one hundred volumes on the book of Revelation in my library and have seen different conclusions on this subject matter by equally good men. I have colleagues and other friends that have come to a different conclusion on the subject matter related to the overcomers. They are capable students of the Word and I value their Bible teaching. However, in this study I would like to present what I believe the Biblical evidence is concerning the identity of the overcomers. My close friend, Dr. Paul Van Gorder, began to challenge my thinking regarding this specific teaching on the overcomers. What I am about to present to you in written form is the result of a study which I am presently doing on the book of Revelation. 
My prayer is that this study will cause some of us to take another look at what these overcoming passages are teaching and what they are not teaching. I trust that as we search the Scriptures together God will give us all a teachable spirit. Even though we might not agree on all the details, there will be certain truths that are self evident and very practical, exhorting and challenging us in our Christian walk.

Please note that I have chosen to repeat certain things throughout this course of study, not to be redundant, but to reinforce the overall interpretation and understanding of these overcomer passages. 
The overcoming promises to the seven different churches are given to the believers in the following texts of Scripture. 
Revelation 2:7 
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” 

Revelation 2:11 
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” 

Revelation 2:17 
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” 

Revelation 2:26 
“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations.”  

Revelation 3:5 
“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.” 

Revelation 3:12 
“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.” 

Revelation 3:21 
“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” 

The word “overcometh” suggests someone who conquers, prevails, and has victory. It’s a person who perseveres and shows by their life that they are committed to go on with the Lord, live for Him, and serve Him faithfully. 

Thayer says the word means: “to conquer; to carry off the victory, to come off victorious. It’s used of Christians who hold fast their faith even unto death against the power of their foes, and temptations, and persecutions.” 

The promises given to the overcomers in Revelation 2 and 3 present us with some important but difficult questions that need to be answered. As stated above, disagreement exists on how to interpret these overcomes. 

There are five primary views of these passages.
1. The loss of salvation view 
This is not a valid interpretation of these texts simply because they contradict what the Bible says elsewhere about salvation and eternal life. However, there are those who suggest that the promises are written to believers to encourage them to overcome (live victoriously) so they don’t lose their salvation. To fail to overcome is to lose salvation. This is an unscriptural view. It also places believers under bondage! The loss of salvation view contradicts the clear teaching of Scripture given by John that believers are kept secure by the finished work of Christ (see John 10:28-29). The Bible teaches in John’s gospel that every believer has already “passed from death unto life” (see John 5:24). Jesus gives the repeated promises of eternal life for every Gospel believer (John 3:16-17; 36; 6:47). Certainly John would not be contradicting his teaching that he gave in the Gospel of John regarding eternal life which is given to every believer. The apostle Paul declared that “neither death nor life … nor things present nor things to come … shall separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39). This is eternal love and eternal security based upon God’s grace. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Salvation is never pictured as something to be earned or merited. The cults and Catholicism teach that salvation can be earned! 

One Catholic writer said: “Eternal life is at once the free gift of God and something which we must earn for ourselves.”

This sounds like theological doubletalk. Whoever heard of a free gift being earned!! If you can do something to keep your salvation then you have earned it in some way. It therefore becomes a salvation by works instead of grace! There is no getting around this! If a believer can lose or forfeit his salvation for not being an overcomer (victorious person) then the Bible contradicts itself and Jesus lied when He said that He would grant eternal life to those who believe in Him. Eternal life is promised on the basis of belief – not performance! Salvation has nothing to do with what man does. It only reveals what Christ has done. There are no terms to meet and requirements to follow in order to be saved. If there were then salvation would not longer be by grace! If you base your salvation upon the way that you live then you will be trusting in your works instead of Christ’s work upon the cross. 
2. The rewards view 

According to this view, not all Christians are overcomers. However, those who do overcome are promised many rewards for living a faithful and dedicated life. In this view the promises are viewed as rewards that are given to individual overcomers. The promised rewards are designed to encourage the overcomers to remain faithful through the trials of life. A variation of this view is held by some very outstanding expositors of the Word such as J. Sidlow Baxter and Donald Grey Barnhouse. It’s generally taught that the saints are promised these rewards because they are already saved by grace and that the promise of every reward provides each overcomer with incentive and encouragement for their daily living today. 
I do believe there is an exhortation purpose for these promises. The saints can find encouragement through these promises which are related to their salvation and future life. However, I don’t find the rewards view plausible for the simple reason that the universal Christian blessings related to salvation, such as eating from the tree of life (Rev. 2:7), escaping the second death (Rev. 2:11), acquittal before God (Rev. 2:17), rapture before the Tribulation Period (Rev. 2:28), security of name in the book of life (Rev. 3:5), and security of presence in the future heavenly city (Rev. 3:12), should never be viewed as rewards that are given because of works of faithfulness (Rom. 3:28; 4:4) but as gifts freely received by grace (Rom. 3:24; 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9). These salvation blessings, which are based upon grace, should never to be misconstrued as rewards received and earned because of faithfulness to Christ. Of course, those who embrace the “rewards view” of the overcomers often try and attribute these passages to something other than salvation blessings. However, in doing so they send a confusing and unclear message, regarding the clear teaching of these promises, which in all other Scripture passages are linked to the theme of salvation and offered to all believers as a free gift of God’s grace.   
Although there are some rewards connected with these overcoming promises and related verses in the context (Rev. 2:10; 3:5) this does not necessitate that every promise must be viewed as a reward which a person receives because of their faithfulness. Rewards are something that Christians earn; they are not something they freely receive. In Scripture rewards are always viewed as something you receive based upon human performance (1 Cor. 3:14; 9:24; Rev. 22:12). To try and construe the salvation promises of access to the tree of life, Heaven, and escape from the second death as rewards that a person receives, based upon human achievement, sends a confusing Biblical message that is not supported by any clear Scriptural revelation. 

Can a Christian really earn their right to the tree of life, escape the second death, or secure a place in Heaven by living a certain way? To identify salvation promises as rewards, which overcoming Christians receive in exchange for a job well done, seeks to mix grace and works together in the plan of salvation (Rom. 11:6). To connect reward with all of the overcoming promises related to salvation creates theological difficulty which cannot be easily explained away without some kind of ingenious and fanciful interpretation. 
3. The perseverance of the saint’s view. 

According to this view the overcomers refer to all genuine believers since all genuine Christians persevere and overcome the world up to the end of their lives and throughout their entire lives, as they live godly and obedient lives. In this view overcoming is equivalent to faithfulness or obedience to the end of a person’s life, which proves the genuineness of salvation and gives people the assurance of eternal life as they view their works. 
John MacArthur is a proponent of this view. He writes: “John was so confident of the ultimate triumph of faith over sin that he had a special name for the believer: ‘the one who overcomes’ (1 John 5:5; Rev 2:7, 11, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 21:7).” MacArthur and many others interpret these passages according to what has come to be called the “Reformed Doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints” which states that all true believers will persevere in a life of godly obedience up to the end of their lives and thus prove by their perseverance in obedience that they are genuine believers. They admit that there may be temporary setbacks and bouts with sin, but that ultimately all true believers live victorious and holy lives to the very end. Therefore, the overcomers are a picture of all Christians, since in the end all Christians do live victoriously and overcome the world. 
Now, it’s true that all true believers do manifest some change in their lives (Eph. 2:10; 1 John 3:6-7, 9; 5:18 – “he that doeth righteousness is righteous”; Heb. 12:14 – where holiness is not the requirement for salvation but result of salvation). It’s also true that all believers give evidence of some fruit in their lives (Matt. 13:8; John 15:2, 5; Rom. 6:22). When a person lacks these signs of life they demonstrate that they were never born again (John 15:2, 4, 6). Where there is no fruit there is no life (Matt. 7:19-20; 13:22; Jude 1:12). So there will be some change and signs of life in every born again believer. However, there is a major problem with the perseverance interpretation. The Bible does not promise that all true believers will live victorious and holy lives up to the end. Believers may have more than temporary setbacks and bouts with sin. It is sadly possible for believers to backslide terribly and to remain in that backslidden state until death. Certainly the church at Corinth was not a picture of believers experiencing ultimate victory over sin in their lives (1 Cor 3:1-3; 11:30). 

The Bible also teaches that those in Corinth were living in a constant state of carnality (“ye are yet carnal” – 1 Cor. 3:3) where their testimony and effectiveness for the Lord is very minimal (“ye walk as men” - 1 Cor. 3:3). The carnal Christian is the person who establishes a consistent pattern of defeat and sin in his life. It should be noted that some of the Christians at Corinth had actually died in a state of carnality as a direct result of God’s judgment which Paul carefully defined as God’s disciplinary action (1 Cor. 11:29-32). The Corinthians were hardly a picture of believers experiencing ultimate victory over sin and faithfulness to the Lord up to the end of their lives and this very real possibility exists for all Christians (2 Thess. 3:14-15; 2 Tim. 4:10; John 12:42; Acts 5:1-11; Heb. 3:12; 4:10-11; 13:5-11; 2 Pet. 2:7; 3:17-18; James 5:19-20; 1 John 5:16).  

There are many statements and examples in Scripture which give ample proof that not every Christian perseveres in the manner in which Reformed Theology wants them to persevere! Although all Christians do manifest some change in their lives and some fruit in their lives not all Christians overcome in life in their relationship to their commitment to the Lord, their faithfulness to His Word, and their walk with Him. Some Christians simply do not live for the Lord as God wants them to nor do they remain faithful to the Lord up to the end of their lives. Some Christians don’t have very much going on in relationship to their fellowship, dedication, and commitment to the Lord. Therefore, to conclude that every Christian is an overcomer because they live victoriously up to the end of their lives is not what the Bible teaches and it certainly is not what the overcoming passages in the book of Revelation are teaching. There must be another explanation and meaning to the overcomers. 

4. The personal faith view
This view is taken from 1 John 5:4-5:
“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

According to this view, all believers become overcomers the moment they believe in Jesus Christ. The very act of believing in Christ overcomes the world. This view is based on what John says in 1 John 5:5. Faith - not faithfulness - is the primary focus in this position. Note: Many use 1 John 5:4-5 to interpret the overcomer promises of Revelation 2 and 3 because of the similarity of terms. Therefore, since John says that those who place faith in Christ are overcomers this must automatically mean that the overcomers in Revelation chapters 2-3 are all believers instead of a different class of believers. 
Many worthy and well-known men espouse this view. 

For instance, Charles Ryrie writes:

“An overcomer is not someone who has some special power in the Christian life or someone who has learned some secret of victory. John himself defined an overcomer as a believer in Christ (I John 5:4-5). Thus every Christian is an overcomer, though the various promises in these seven letters are addressed particularly to each local believing group, and tailored to the special circumstances found in each church.”  

John Walvoord agrees and writes: 

“This promise should not be construed as reward for only a special group of Christians but a normal expectation for all Christians.” 

Warren Wiersbe also agrees:

These “overcomers” are not the “super-saints” in each church, a special group that will receive special privileges from Christ, but the true believers in each of these churches.” 

I appreciate and highly respect the views of each of the above writers, and while this view appeals to me, and I wish I could hold to it, there are certain problems with this interpretation that I have not been able to reconcile in my own thinking. 
While all believers have overcome the world in the positional sense of 1 John 5, they do not all overcome in the practical sense of remaining faithful to the Lord and living a victorious life up the end of their days on earth. 

Does John’s use of the overcomer expression in 1 John 5:4-5 dictate its meaning in Revelation 2 and 3? This is an important question. Now it’s true that 1 John 5:5 teaches that our faith overcomes the world. It is a mistake, however, to conclude that just because John uses that expression in one place, as referring to an overcoming position, it must be used the same way in all other places. The context of Revelation 2-3 where the expression (overcoming) is found is vastly different than the context of 1 John 5:5. 

In 1 John 5:4-5 John is speaking about the believer’s overcoming position of victory by faith in Christ. In Revelation chapters 2-3 John is talking about the believer’s overcoming practice through faithfulness to Christ. 

The messages that were given to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3 present very different contexts than the context which surrounds 1 John 5. 1 John 5:4 teaches us that the means of victory over the world (a system that is against God) is “our faith.” Then verse 5 declares that the only ones who can overcome the world by faith are those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Why only these people? It’s because only these people have experienced the new birth of God, or regeneration, and it is their regeneration experience which gives them the new nature and power for victory. Their spirit has been made alive (“whatsoever is born of God - vs. 4a) and they are now infused with God’s life and nature. In 1 John the apostle confirms that through believing in Jesus Christ there is a new position and permanent victory over the world that every believer possesses due to the implantation of God’s life and nature. When a believer exercises faith in Christ, he overcomes the world in the sense that the believer has been given a new nature, life, and power to overcome sin and Satan. He has been rescued from the domain of darkness of Satan, and translated into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son (Col. 1:12-13). This is all wonderful and true. 
But what about Revelation chapters 2 and 3? The context of the seven letters suggests that John is admonishing believers to overcome specific trials, tests, and temptations by their faithful obedience (Rev. 2:4-7, 10-11, 16-17, 24-28; 3:4-5, 10-12, 20-21). When the believer practices what Christ tells them to do and repents of their wrongdoing (Rev. 2:5, 16; 3:3, 19) then they will overcome, live victorious, and can look forward to reward and recognition. I will substantiate this conclusion later in my study.  

It should be noted that these overcoming promises occur in different books, with different contexts that contain different promises. In other words, the references to overcoming in Revelation 2 and 3 are not defined by what John said in 1 John 5. In Revelation chapters 2 and 3 Christ calls upon the believers to actually become overcomers by practicing what He commands them to do. This seems to be the best way to understand the Scriptures which are related to the overcomers. At this point in my study I have become convinced that 1 John 5:4-5 is not synonymous with the statements of Revelation 2 and 3. The texts in Revelation have to do with Christians overcoming in their daily living. This is why I espouse the fourth view. I call it the confirmation and exhortation view. 
5. The Confirmation and Exhortation view 

This seems to be a better way to understand the promises given to the overcomers. According to this view, not all Christians are overcomers. The overcomers are only those Christians who excel in victory and faithful living. They overcome in a practical way in life as they remain faithful to the Lord. The promises are designed to accomplish two things. First, they confirm or reassure the overcomers of their salvation. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation. Second, they are designed to provide exhortation (comfort and encouragement) to their lives, as they face difficulties, due to their faithful commitment and stand for Jesus Christ. 
In Revelation 2-3 the overcomer concept is restrictive within the realm of the daily conflicts and battles of the Christian life. It seems to be pointing to individuals. The Christian life is full of conflicts, temptations, and tribulations that must be overcome. Yes, the saints (collectively – “whosoever believeth” – 1 John 5:1) have already been given a permanent position of victory through the infusion of God’s life and nature (1 John 5:4-5; 2 Pet. 1:3; Gal. 1:4; Col. 1:13). However, this victory must be appropriated to the individual Christian life (“him or he that overcomes”) and become visible in victorious daily living (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21). This seems to be the emphasis in the book of Revelation with the overcomers. The letters in Revelation chapters 2-3 are addressed to those believers who have the potential to overcome. They are not addressed to everyone who has already overcome through faith as in 1 John 5:4-5. This type of wording is never seen in the letters. 
There is exegetical evidence within the letters themselves which restrict the meaning of the word overcomer to individual Christians who remain faithful and victorious in their lives. Please note that these letters do not present victory as a certainty, but rather as an aspiration (goal) which each individual should pursue. 
The Savior’s words are never to “them” who overcome, but to “him” who overcomes (see Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21). Victory is not a collective right but an individual attainment in these verses. The overcoming is never mentioned on a corporate basis but an individual basis. Each letter without exception moves from an address to the church, as a corporate whole, to the individual aspect, with a concluding personal appeal to the one who has an ear and to the one who overcomes. To apply these promises to all believers seems to rob them of their force as promises. How can everyone be an overcomer in the sense of dying for Christ or experiencing martyrdom (Rev. 2:10-11 – “be thou faithful unto death”)? Furthermore, “the rest in Thyatira” (vs. 24), who do not compromise and who are seen as overcomers, are set in contrast to “my servants” (vs. 20), who were undoubtedly compromising Christians that were lead astray into the false teaching of license and the libertine lifestyle of Jezebel. Thus, there is a contrast between those Christians who succumb to worldliness and those who do not follow the path of false teaching and sin. Christ views those believers that refuse to mix with error and false teaching as overcomers. There were a “few names” in Sardis which did not defile themselves and who were seen to be overcomers (Rev. 3:4-5).  
For these reasons, and others, I do not believe that the overcoming promises apply to all believers, regardless of the kind of lives they live. They apply to individual believers who remain faithful to the Lord in their living and who are concerned about living victoriously and upholding truth. The overcomers of the Book of Revelation are viewed as a class of believers who have overcome (lived victoriously and faithfully), through the trials of life, and who have served God in a committed fashion. 

So what is the purpose for these overcoming promises? Let’s reiterate and reinforce what the two-fold purpose is. First, the promises are designed to serve as a word of confirmation (reassurance) to these overcoming believers (victorious and faithful Christians) regarding their saving position in Christ. As they overcome, the Christians are given these promises to reassure them that their salvation has already been confirmed by God. Their outward change of life (2 Cor. 5:17), or their victorious and faithful living, becomes a secondary confirmation and assurance of their salvation. 

In other words, the believer’s victorious and faithful living becomes a secondary confirmation and assurance of their salvation. Changed and faithful endurance can serve as a secondary road marker of salvation and the assurance of salvation (2 Cor. 13:5). Of course, the promises themselves are always the basis of a person’s salvation and primary assurance of salvation (John 3:16-17; 5:24; 6:47; 1 John 5:11-13). However, the promises given in Revelation 2-3, in view of the saint’s overcoming victories in their present lives, serve as a way to confirm their salvation and provide them with secondary assurance regarding their salvation. The promises serve as a source of confirmation and reassurance of their salvation since their changed manner of living gives ample proof that their salvation is genuine. 
Second, these promises also serve as a way to encourage the saints in the midst of their hardships and struggles which they face due to their stand and commitment to Christ (Rev. 2:13; 3:2-3; 9-10). They provide the overcoming saints with a “living hope” (1 Pet. 1:3-7) or day-to-day hope while passing through their sufferings. This is what is important to understand in connection with all these promises. The promises are not given to explain the way to eternal life but to provide encouragement for the overcomers as they contemplate the future blessings that await them.  
All the future references to heaven, enjoyment in the afterlife, and eternal reward make the clear statement to these overcomers that a better is day is coming which should provide every believer with hope and strength for the present. 
Romans 8:18 is similar in its purpose: 
“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

Richard Mayhue concludes: 

“Whatever price the overcoming extracts in this life, the cost will be nothing compared to the incalculable benefits in eternity.”

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 also states:  

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

“The half cannot be fancied

This side the golden shore

Oh there He’ll still be sweeter

Than He ever was before.”

Tom Constable wrote: 

“The Lord held out a reminder of what would inevitably be theirs in the future to motivate the readers to follow Him faithfully in the present.” 
Beasley and Murray wrote: 

“. . . the promises to the conquerors are fundamentally assurances to the faithful of the benefits of Christ’s redemption, expressed in the language of apocalyptic. In the nature of the case the promises afford inspiration for faith and fortitude in all who may be called to lay down their lives for Christ, and they are intended to do so.” 
In short, these promises given to the overcomers provide encouragement for them in the midst of their difficulties, persecutions, and hardships which they face. All of us need this type of encouragement from time to time. We need to be reminded of the future as we serve today! The future provides incentive for our present-day living. It gives us hope and fortitude to keep on keeping on, knowing that it will all be over someday, and only what’s done for Christ will last. 

An old dear Plymouth Brethren saint, while sitting in his trailer, once said to me: “Someday it will all be over.” How very true! What incentive we have to stay on the right course. 

Sometimes interpreters try and read more into these overcoming statements than is necessary. Many things are assumed which should not be assumed. Here are the straight and undeniable facts. We can only be overcomers when there is something to overcome! We must overcome something to be an overcomer. Therefore, as Christians live in a victorious and faithful manner, they are given plenty of promises to confirm their salvation and encourage them along the way. Christ promises to give them strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow and the future! This is the real purpose for these overcoming statements. They are designed to lift the spirits of those suffering for Christ and standing up for Him in the midst of great difficulties. 
Key Point: These promises related to salvation and reward can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation.
As we will see in this study, John is giving these overcoming saints (those who actually lived victoriously and faithfully) a word of confirmation or reassurance regarding their rescue (salvation), reward, recognition, and rulership privileges, since they have already demonstrated the genuineness of their salvation through faithful commitment to the Lord. Hence, there is a confirmation and exhortation emphasis associated with all of these promises that are given to the overcomers. 

Let’s state it this way. The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration is genuine and allows Christ to give them reassuring and comforting promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future). The promises provide incentive to stay the course. The sense is this. A great day is coming! The best is yet to come! Just remain faithful. Hold the fort a little longer. Eternity is just around the corner! 
Please note that these overcoming promises are not warnings against the loss of salvation or warnings against false profession. They are not given to confirm that only the faithful few will make it to Heaven. They are not given to create a “super saints” class of believers in the church. Instead, the promises serve as a source of confirmation or reassurance of the overcomer’s salvation. They also provide encouragement to the saints as they contemplate the great blessings that lie in store for them. These promises help console and comfort the saints in the midst of the pressures they face for their stand for Christ. In short, they were commissioned to overcome (live victoriously and remain faithful) with eternity’s values in view, knowing that there is a day of reward and reigning with Christ that is ahead. 
I once had a dream that Jesus was returning and I was being taken up in the air. Let me tell you my friend, someday it’s going to happen! It will not be a dream but a reality!
“Faithful and true would He find us here

If He should come today?
Watching in gladness and not in fear

If He should come today?”
Let us always remember that an overcoming life is the sign that we are saved (Eph. 2:10); it is not the way (Eph. 2:8) that we are saved. Works do not tell us how we are accepted before God; they give us the proof that we are already saved (2 Cor. 13:5; James 2). So the promises given to the overcomers are designed to confirm (reassure) the Christians that they are saved and provide comfort or encouragement (exhortation) to face life’s difficulties and persecutions (“be thou faithful unto death” – Rev. 2:10). 
Consider the following examples from each of the letters that enforce this “confirmation and exhortation view” regarding the overcomers.
#1
Revelation 2:5 reads, “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” This is the command to follow. Following this command there is a promise given to the overcomer or person who actually heeds the command and puts it into practice. God encourages each overcomer with the promise of eternal life in Heaven.  
Revelation 2:7b reads, “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of paradise of God.” There is a definite exegetical connection with the previous command (vs. 5) and the statement which follows about the overcomer (vs. 7). In other words, Jesus is saying that when your practice what I preach (vs. 5), and listen to the Spirit’s call upon your life (7a), then you can become an overcomer! Overcomers are then given the reassurance of a glorious future. They are given a word of confirmation of their salvation and encouragement knowing that someday they will eat (partake) of the tree of life in Heaven.  

The overcomers did not earn or merit this right by their overcoming life, but they are simply promised this glorious future as way to confirm their salvation and encourage them in their Christian lives, as they faithfully serve the Lord. The manifestation of their faithfulness on earth confirms the reality of their salvation and therefore they are given this future promise.

Revelation 22:14 says:  

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 

Please note that this verse cannot be teaching the way of their salvation but the proof of their salvation. When a person practices the commands of God, as found in the Bible, it gives proof of their salvation before God. Since these saints have already been saved, as outwardly evidenced by their obedience, it stands to reason that they now have right to the tree of life in Heaven.  

So John is really saying the same thing in Revelation 22:4 as he did back in Revelation 2:7. The evidence of the saint’s salvation allows Christ to give them this wonderful promise related to their salvation and eternal destiny before the tree of life. 
Key Point: The promise regarding the tree of life can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation.
This promise also serves as a source of encouragement to remain faithful in light of the glorious future that awaits the believer. This promise and others are given in order to promote encouragement and hope for God’s children who are passing through the deep trials and difficulties of life. 
Now think of the specific promise of eating from the “tree of life” (Rev. 22:7). The tree of life, first mentioned in Genesis 3:22, was in the Garden of Eden. Later it reappears in the heavenly New Jerusalem (what we know as Heaven) where it bears abundant fruit (see Rev. 22:2). Those who eat of this tree will never die. We know this from the Old Testament (Gen. 3:22). Man could have eaten of this tree and never died. Imagine this! The tree of life which was removed from us by sin in the book of Genesis, when Adam and Eve were cast out of the Garden of Eden, is now being offered to us again in the book of Revelation. What an amazing revelation this is of God’s love! Eating of the tree of life, which gives the promise of eternal life, is a way to provide reassurance and encouragement to the saints that they will possess eternal life forever with God.  

The obvious point is this. The overcomers did not earn or merit this right by their overcoming lives. They are simply promised this glorious future as way to confirm their salvation and provide reassurance and encouragement in their Christian lives as they faithfully live for the Lord and love Him. The reassurance and encouragement is this. They are saved and have a great eternal destiny. 
Please note that this special promise given to the overcomers does not mean that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will never enjoy eating from the tree of life. This is not the intent of Christ’s promise (regarding the tree of life) which is given to the overcomers. What Christ is saying is that the overcomers, who are presently experiencing hardship for their stand for Christ, can look forward to a better day and glorious future. This promise is given especially to overcomers, those who faithfully stand up for Christ and serve Him, to provide them with encouragement in the midst of their faithful stand and fearless suffering for Christ. 

If we view all the promises given to the overcomers in this way it will solve many questions and resolve issues such as, “Will carnal and less committed Christians inherit the same promises given to the overcomers?” In many ways there will be similar blessings given to both overcomers and less faithful believers, especially those promises related to salvation, even though there may be different levels of enjoyment and privileges related to the future blessings, such as ruling and reigning with Christ. 
The distinction between the overcoming saints (victorious and faithful Christians) and less dedicated saints (carnal and worldly Christians) is not made to guarantee different future blessings related to salvation but to encourage the overcomers (faithful saints) in the midst of their stand for Christ that a better day is coming. They are given these special promises for a specific reason – to encourage them and give them hope. A better day is coming. They have something to look forward to even though they are presently undergoing difficulty. This is the purpose that these promises serve.    
The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration and allows Christ to give them comforting and reassuring promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future). 

#2

The admonition (counsel or advice) in Revelation 2:10 is this: “Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer” and “be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” This forms the immediate context for the promise of Revelation 2:11, “He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” The exegetical connection is once again seen between the former command and latter promise. Christ gives this promise to reassure the overcomers of their salvation (eternal security) and encourage His readers. This is the real purpose behind the promise. 
This is a promise of rescue from future judgment. Those individual believers who suffer for their stand for Christ and who experience the ultimate sacrifice (martyrdom) can be reassured that they will not experience the second death which is judgment in hell for all eternity (Revelation 20:14). The second death involves a person passing through a final and eternal separation from God's presence in relationship to their spirit and body. This separation from God will result in judgment within another timeless existence.

Both the human spirit (hades) and human body (death) will experience the second death or final separation from God’s presence. The second death will involve a man's spiritual death (a spiritually dead spirit separated from God's presence) and a man's physical death (the ongoing pain and suffering of the human body which normally brings death). Both the spirit and body will be separated from God's presence in a second or final (eternal) way. A person will die forever spiritually in his lost estate of sins and also die forever physically, as he suffers the perpetual agonies of Hell tormenting his body. 
The overcomers are given the reassurance of escaping this terrible fate. However, the overcomers did not earn the right to escape the second death by their overcoming life (no person earns salvation and its blessings – Eph. 2:8-9). They are promised this escape from the second death as way to confirm their salvation and encourage them in their Christian lives as they faithfully serve the Lord. They may not escape days of difficulty and death in the present life but they will escape the terrible second death that will fall upon unbelievers in the next life. What a promise of assurance this was that came from the lips of Jesus Christ Himself. 
“Saved by His power divine,

Saved to new life sublime!

Life now is sweet and my joy is complete,

For I’m saved, saved, saved!”
Key Point: The promise regarding escape from the second death can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation.
Please note once again that this special promise given to the overcomers does not mean that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will fail to escape the second death (John 3:16; Rev. 20:6). This is not the intent or purpose behind this promise (rescue from the second death) which is given to the overcomers. What Christ is saying is that the overcomers, who are now experiencing hardship for their stand for Christ, can know that they will be winners in the end, while the unsaved will be losers. This promise is given especially to overcomers to provide them with encouragement about the future in the midst of their suffering and stand for Christ. They may suffer death (martyrdom) in their present life (see Rev. 2:10) but they will never suffer death (the second death) in the next life. This is the promise designed to encourage their hearts and give them reassurance about the future. 
Thus, such a promise is given to the overcomers in order to confirm their salvation and encourage them in the midst of their difficulties, persecutions, and hard times which they faced. 
The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration and allows Christ to give them comforting and reassuring promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future). 
#3
The call to “repent” in Revelation 2:16 is immediately followed by the promise of the overcomer in Revelation 2:17, “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.” Once again the person who repents and practices what Christ says becomes an overcomer and is promised wonderful blessings. 
1. The future promise (hidden manna)
The manna typology of Jesus Christ (John 6:48-51, 58) speaks of Christ Himself and the provision and blessing of eternal and abundant life that we have received through Him. Although we do experience and richly enjoy the manna of His life and presence right now, there is a greater and richer enjoyment of this life in the future, when we all get to Heaven. In other words, we taste and enjoy the spiritual manna of Christ’s presence and life right now on earth, but we will feast upon it in a much greater way, when we all get to Heaven. What a day of rejoicing this will be!  

The fact that the manna is now “hidden” in some respect reveals the fact that the half has not been told! We have not fully realized the full potential and blessing that awaits us. It’s still hidden. We have not fully experienced the deepest and richest enjoyment that we can have with the manna of Christ’s presence and provision. This is coming at a future day when we will enjoy His own personal presence and life before the throne in Heaven. We have not yet experienced the full blessing of Christ’s presence and provision. It’s still hidden and is awaiting its revelation in the future. My friend, I’m looking forward to the hidden manna or that day when I enter Heaven and experience the presence and provision of Christ’s life and fellowship in a far deeper and more intimate way than ever before. The half has not been told! 

“The half cannot be fancied,

This side the golden shore,

O there His still be sweeter

Than He ever was before!”

This is what the hidden manna represents! Dear friend, there is even a greater and far richer day coming when we will experience first hand of Christ and His wonderful provision of satisfying and abundant life which He has provided for us. Of course, we receive of this food right now (John 10:10) but in a greater way in Glory. What a wonderful future heritage we have! 

There is poetic justice being served here. If the believers refuse to eat those things sacrificed to idols (Rev. 2:14), or refuse to participate with the idolatrous pagan feasts of the day, it they do not compromise with the world of pagan beliefs and practices, it’s then they are given the promise of eating the future manna (enjoying the presence and provision of Christ’s life throughout eternity). 

The pagans in Pergamum were evidently encouraging the Christians to join in their pagan feasts and the idolatrous worship and sexual immorality that accompanied them too. The false teachers were promoting a teaching of freedom that gave the Christians permission to follow these pagan ways. But Christ wants the believers to overcome these terrible sins and live victoriously. He speaks to them of another feast, a far better and richer feast that will enjoy in eternity, to help them see how futile and empty the world’s feast is in comparison to the great eternal feast of the believer as they enjoy the manna of Christ’s life in Heaven. Christ provides them with something better and encourages them to wait for the better feast and the better day that lies ahead! 

The Christians in Pergamum did not need the food of pagan festivals since they already had much better food (spiritual food) to enjoy both today and throughout eternity! 

Once again, this promise does not mean these saints earn the right to the future manna by refusing to participate with the pagan rituals. The promise is given to provide encouragement and incentive for the saints in their present lives. It helps them to refocus and remember what lies ahead and what is most important. The fleeting food of this world is not important. What is most important is the future feeding when we will experience Christ’s presence and provision of life in a wonderful way. 
In essence, Christ is saying that there is a better meal coming! You don’t need to eat the husks of this world like the prodigal son. You don’t have to feast on the things of this world for a much better feast is coming. You will have a much better meal in the future that will satisfy you forever. Don’t shortchange yourself. Don’t eat the junk food of the world. However difficult our lot may be in life today, we can be assured of infinite blessing and a wonderful inheritance in the life to come. 

“A great day is coming,

Heaven’s gates will open wide.

And all who love the Lord will enter in.”

And then Jesus is going to say something like this:

“Welcome home children, You who have followed so faithfully.

Welcome home children, Welcome home children

Here where I am you will always be.

Forever rejoicing with Me.”

This promise of experiencing the presence and provision of Christ’s life in Heaven is given to help the saint’s realize how utterly empty the food of this world is and how utterly fantastic our future fellowship will be with Christ when we experience the fullness of His life and provision. This promise helps the saints keep a proper perspective and remember what is most important in life. It also provides them with encouragement for the future in view of their present dealings with the pagan world system. The future manna (complete and full provision of Christ’s life and presence in Heaven) is coming for all those who overcomer the influx of the world in their lives. 

In view of these coming realities the Christians in Pergamos would have felt encouraged to live in keeping with their calling. 

2.  The future passage (white stone) 

Since the manna is intended to be a metaphor for Christ’s presence and fellowship the white stone should probably be understood in a symbolical fashion as well. What is the white stone symbolism? There are several possibilities. Stones were used in ancient times to render a verdict. A white stone indicated legal acquittal and a black stone condemnation. If the white stone means legal acquittal then the overcomer is given the promise of the legal acquittal of all his guilt before God (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). My friend, I’m glad that Christ has given me a white stone! The fact that these overcoming Christians have been given a white stone of acquittal proves that their salvation was genuine. 

A white stone was also given as a symbol of victory in the athletic contests. So the promise of reward may also be in Christ’s mind for those who overcome. The overcoming saints may be given the promise of future reward for living above the world system and not allowing the things of this world to choke out their effectiveness for the Lord. A white stone (reward and recognition) is promised to those who overcome the pagan culture that surrounds them (1 Cor. 3:12). 

Another plausible interpretation of the “white stone” (I think the right one) seems to relate to the other two promises (the manna of fellowship with Christ in Heaven and the new name) is that of a pass or ticket entrance. The Roman Empire handed out special passes or tickets for admissions to different forms of entertainments or special events. The tickets were often in the form of white stones with their name inscribed on them. It may be that Christ is speaking about the overcome’s entrance or admissions ticket to Glory. Since Christ has just promised that He would fellowship with the overcomers in Heaven He may now be promising them their entrance ticket or pass into the gates of glory. If this is the case, what a wonderful promise this is! Alford suggests that the mention of this stone is the believer’s title deed to glory. It is the believer’s passage (entrance ticket) into the Heavenly City. 

Tatford also states: 

“A stone was given to those who were invited to partake, within the precincts of the temple [at Pergamum], of the sacred feast, which naturally consisted only of meats offered to the idol. That stone bore the secret name of the deity represented by the idol and the name was known only to the recipient.”
In other words, there was also a stone given as a ticket to enter the pagan religious feasts. And on the stone was the name of a deity which only known by the person who held the stone. Christ may be countering this practice by saying that there is another stone that is given to overcomers to remind them of their entranceway into Heaven. What a thrilling thought! 

3. The future name (new name)
Thus far the overcomers are promised the feast of enjoying the presence and provision of Christ’s life in Heaven and they are given the ticket (passage) to get into this heavenly feast. Now they are promised a new name on that ticket which would be understood by these saints as relating to the custom in the Roman Empire. Names were inscribed on stones to give a person permission to enter special events. Some suggest the “new name” may relate to the new name of Christ (see Rev. 3:12).

In this particular verse there are actually three names mentioned to indicate a person’s ownership of God and their identity with the heavenly city and Jesus Christ. These three names will be impressed upon our hearts and minds to give us the assurance and hope we need concerning our eternal salvation. The names of the heavenly city of Jerusalem, God the Father, and Jesus Christ will *somehow be impressed* upon our hearts throughout eternity to give us an inward assurance of our eternal destiny and bring enjoyment to our hearts. They will become an inner witness to our hearts about our sense of belonging to the heavenly city, the Father, and the Son. These names will remind us of our ownership and identity with God the Father and God the Son throughout eternity. We will be comforted having these names inwardly impressed upon our hearts and minds throughout the eternal ages of time. 

As far as Christ’s name is concerned, we will receive a deeper understanding, manifestation, and revelation of His name that will completely satisfy both our heart and mind. A name stands for the character of a person. Some suggest that the “new name” related to Christ is simply a fuller understanding and appreciation that we will receive of His character (“we shall see him as He is” – 1 John 3:2). This may be true. The new name may be a fuller expression and understanding of Christ’s character that will be inwardly revealed and impressed upon our hearts and mind throughout eternity. 

However, the Revelation 3:12 text may also imply that Christ will impress upon our hearts and minds a unique name of Christ that is tailor-made for each believer. It will be a personal and private name of Christ that only we know about – a name that will bring us great joy and delight throughout eternity. In other words, there will be a personal name of Christ given to each believer that will be an intimate self-revelation of Christ which will bring a fuller appreciation of Christ and intimate fellowship with Christ. In Heaven and throughout eternity we will be given an inward impression and manifestation of Christ to our personal lives that will make each believer’s relationship with Christ in Heaven private and personal. Everyone in Heaven will retain their individuality and their own personal relationship to Christ. The new name of Christ will evidently bring great blessing and joy to our hearts.  

This is all very wonderful and true and some suggest that the “new name” of Christ is what is being referenced in Revelation 2:16. This may be the case. However, it’s also possible that this may not be Christ’s name in Revelation 2:16. It may actually be the name of the recipient himself that is view in this passage. There are several reasons why we might come to this conclusion. First, there are three names promised in Revelation 3:12 and only one name promised here. Second, there is no mention of Christ’s name in this passage (Rev. 2:16). Therefore, it’s likely referring to the recipient’s own private and special name that will be given to him. 

Rev. 2:17 says, “which no man knoweth saving he that recevieth it.” In other words, Christ will impress upon the individual heart and mind of each overcomer a special secretive name that only they will know about. It will be a name that is somehow related or connected to their life on earth. It’s a name that will explain their commitment to His cause, their faithfulness, and life fellowship with Him. 

Changing names or at least giving a new name is something that God has the privilege of doing. Abram’s name was changed to Abraham to portray the fact that he was to become the father of a multitude. Jacob, which means supplanter, was changed to Israel, the one over whom God would rule. Unstable Simon became Peter the little rock. In a similar way, the overcoming believer is promised a new name which may show something of what God has ac​complished in his or her life through a walk of faith in faithfulness. It will be a special and secretive name that no one else will know about except the person who receives it. 

It will be a name impressed upon our hearts and minds that will live with us for eternity! Yes, it will be a special name. It will be a name that is fitted especially for us and how we have overcome in this life. It will be a name that will tell the story of our fellowship, commitment, and walk with the Lord Jesus Christ while we were on earth. It will be a name of special communication and fellowship between Christ and the believer. It will be a name only known by the Giver and the receiver. It will be a name reflecting our service and communion which we had with the Lord while on earth. What a promise this is! Jesus has promised to give us a new name, a secret name, a special mark of intimacy with Him.

In Heaven we are given a new name that will enable us to have special fellowship with Christ and help to know that we are not just impersonal numbers, but those who are personally known and loved by Jesus Christ and God. Since these saints have stood for His name in the present life (Rev. 2:13) Christ will give them another name in the next life! 

Key Point: These promises can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation.
Please note again that these special promises given to the overcomers do not convey the thought that less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will not receive or experience salvation’s blessings such as their acquittal before God and their pledge or inheritance of Heaven (1 John 2:12; 1 Peter 1:4). This is not the intent or purpose behind these promises which are given to the overcomers. These promises are given to provide each overcomer with the assurance of their personal salvation while at the same time encourage them in their present life as they stand up for Christ and live for Him.
The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration and allows Christ to give them comforting and reassuring promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future).
#4
The call to remain faithful is found in Revelation 2:25 which says, “But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.” This is immediately followed by the overcoming promise in Revelation 2:26, “And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations.” Again, the promise is given in a context of admonition (counsel or advice) to be faithful. This connects overcoming to the preceding admonition and makes it dependent on holding fast.

The Greek text in verse 26 contains the conjunction “And” showing that there is a definite link (connection) between holding fast or remaining faithful (vs. 25) and overcoming (vs. 26). In other words, a person remains faithful and in doing so he becomes an overcomer. This is made very clear from the text. Then too, in verse 26 there is another conjunction (“and”) showing once again that there is a relationship between the person who overcomes (vs. 26a) and the way he overcomes (“keepeth my works unto the end” - vs. 26b). This clearly shows that the overcomer is not every believer but the one who keeps the Lord’s deeds. In other words, Christ is saying that when the saints practice what I tell them and overcome (live victoriously), it’s then that they can claim the promise of having “power over the nations” in the earthly Millennial Kingdom. Christ promises an exalted position of rule to the overcomer. In essence, He is saying, “If you learn to rule your own passions in this life I will give you the opportunity to rule in the next life (Millennial Kingdom). If you have learned to keep Christ’s works in this life you will continue to do them in the next life (Millennial Kingdom).  Here are the promises given to the overcomers. 
1. The Millennial Reign 

The person who overcomes by remaining faithful to what God says is promised special recognition and ruling privileges in the future earthly kingdom. Their overcoming will result in a certain measure of reigning privilege with Christ. Christ once again gives this promise to encourage His readers. He does not give this promise to infer that only faithful believers will enter the Millennial Kingdom and rule with Christ as some teach today (Hodges, Dillow, Tony Evans). Rather, He promises that those who do overcome will have special ruling and reigning privileges that others will not have during the Millennial Kingdom. 
If we are going to be rewarded according to the way that we live for the Lord (2 Cor. 5:10), then certainly it makes sense that we will reign with Christ according to the way that we have lived for the Lord (Matthew 25:21, 23). The two coincide together (Dan. 12:3; 2 Tim. 4:1). All Christians are not rewarded equally; therefore, it is also true we will not reign equally. How much we reign with Christ is conditioned upon the way that we live today. How much we reign with Him and how little depends upon our degree of faithfulness and commitment.
2 Timothy 2:12 

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.”  

Second Timothy is a promise given to a Christian regarding reigning and suffering (2 Thess. 1:5). If we are willing to suffer for Christ we can be sure that we are going to have a special place of honor and rulership privilege in the future. This is a statement of fact. It’s not a statement to confirm that some Christians will not enter the kingdom or reign with Christ in the kingdom if they fail to suffer for Christ. Sometimes we read more into a verse than God intends to convey. The statement simply means that those who suffer for Christ can be reassured that they will reign with Christ in a great way. It was given to provide hope for the future for these saints who have stood the test and served Christ faithfully. In a similar way, the promise of rulership with Christ was given to the overcomers of Thyatira in order to provide them with hope and encouragement for the future since they stood the test and served Christ faithfully.   
Let’s set some things straight. It’s very clear that all Christians have free entrance into the coming earthly theocracy or Millennial Kingdom by virtue of the new birth (John 3:5). Jesus clearly taught this while He was here on earth offering the kingdom. The clear statements from Scripture inform us that every Christian will participate in the Millennial Kingdom (1 Thess. 2:12; Heb. 12:28; James 2:5 – “heirs of the kingdom”). All Christians will enter the kingdom as heirs of this glorious destiny on earth (“the world to come” – Heb. 2:5) but the unbelievers or unregenerate will not enter the kingdom as heirs (Gal. 5:19-21 – “shall not inherit the kingdom of God”). Likewise, all Christians will also rule and reign with Christ in some measure (Rev. 5:10 – “and we shall reign on the earth”). However, I’m convinced the epistles teach (Rev. 2:26; 3:21) and Jesus taught that we will not all reign in an equal fashion within the Millennial Kingdom (Matthew 19:28-30; 25:21, 23; Luke 19:17-19). 

Jesus said when heaven rules the earth during the coming Millennial Kingdom there would be those who are “least in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19) and others who will be considered “greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 18:4). The kingdom of heaven is not heaven but the time when the heavens rule over planet earth once again in the earthly theocracy. The point is this. When Christians live a fruitful life (2 Pet. 1:5-8), instead of a barren life (2 Pet. 1:9-10), we are promised that “an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom” (2 Peter 1:11). It’s one thing to enter the Millennial Kingdom by faith (John 3:5) but quite another to enter it with abundance (with much reward, recognition, and ruling privileges). There seems to be a promise that greater suffering, service, and sacrifice for the Lord means greater honor and privileges given to the believer in the future kingdom (Luke 13:29-30; Mark 10:29-31 - “there are last which shall be first, and there are first which shall be last”). There is no sense in fighting this truth; we must just believe it.   
So we must understand that this special promise given to the overcomers does not mean that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will not enter the kingdom (John 3:5) or reign with Christ in some way (Rom. 8:17). The future is ours by virtue of our position in Christ. Grace and joint-partnership with Christ promises the reigning privilege for all saints, even the carnal Corinthians (1 Cor. 6:2). This promise (reigning with Christ) is not given to the overcomers in order to exclude other Christians from the earthly kingdom and ruling with Christ. This promise is given to the overcomers to encourage them and ensure them that they will reign with Christ in a special way and have greater ruling authority in the future kingdom in light of their stand, suffering, and sacrifices for Christ. In this particular letter John is dealing with those overcomers who will be highly honored, exalted, and given much authority in the coming Millennium. This again provides them with hope for the future and motivation to stand up for Christ in the present. 
When Christ says, “to him will I give power over the nations” (Rev. 2:26) He is giving a promise to the overcomers which centers on the privilege of ruling the earth as the special judges and administrative agents of Christ. All believers will be in the millennial reign of Christ and the kingdom, but not all will share in this reign in the sense of verse 26. They will not have the same exalted position and regal authority over the nations as overcoming Christians are granted by Christ. This is what makes overcoming in this life so special and important. It really will pay in the next life! God gives to these overcomers a special promise of exalted position in the Millennial Kingdom unlike others who are less faithful.
Revelation 2:27 

“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father.” 
This is a promise based upon Psalm 2:8-9. John has the poetic and inspired license to equate Christ’s rule and reign with the saint’s rule and reign. When the text says “he shall rule them” John is referring to the overcoming believer and not Christ as the original Psalm conveyed. This statement reveals that the overcoming Christians will join Christ in judging the nations that oppose His rule during the Millennium Kingdom. The word “rule” means to shepherd but the rest of the description (“broken to shivers” – dash them into pieces) suggests that the saints will rule with force and authority. 

The “rod of iron” expression tells the true story of how the saints will rule. To rule will a rod of iron is to rule in a strong dictatorial and determined way. Some have likened this rule with the shepherd’s oaken club, which was capped with iron, and capable of inflicting punishment. As the overcoming saints co-rule with Jesus Christ, He will give the saints the authority to suppress and overcome all those who oppose his millennial rule (see Isaiah 11:3-5). All open rebellion will be crushed during the Millennium and the saints will be given the privilege to act as Christ’s millennial police force and court to keep the world under the ruling authority of Jesus Christ. This is like poetic justice. Since the saints have overcome evil in this life Christ will allow them to overcome evil in the next life! The saints will determine where the opposition is during the Millennial Kingdom, who the perpetrators are that oppose Christ’s rule, sentence them, and keep them from opposing the rule of Christ on earth during the Millennium. This will evidently be a full time job! We are not going to be floating around on some kind of cloud during the Millennium (1,000 years) eating cotton candy but acting as Christ’s regal agents as we rule this world for and with Christ. 

Just as Christ received the power and privilege to rule from the Father (“as I have received from of my Father”) so the overcoming saints will receive the power and privilege to rule on the earth and perform administrative duties throughout the Millennial Kingdom or the 1,000 year reign. What a glorious destiny and future we have (see Rev. 5:10). This is true for all saints but a special promise or exalted position is given to the overcomers to provide them with incentive and encouragement to go on and live for the Lord. 

2. The Morning Star 

This is an additional explanation of the believer’s privilege and reward to rule with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom. It is very clear from another passage that the morning star is a metaphor that points to Christ Himself who would stem from the lineage of David and be given the right to rule as King (see Rev. 22:16). It’s not Jesus Christ superstar but Jesus Christ the morning star! Jesus Christ is called “the bright and morning star” in this verse. However, in Revelation 2:28 overcoming believers are promised “the morning star.” 

There seems to be a distinction between Christ as the morning star (Rev. 22:16) and the gift of the morning star (Rev. 2:28). The terms and wording of the sentence in Revelation 2:28 make a separation between Christ and the gift of the morning star which He is offering to the overcomer. Christ would not be saying “I will give you the gift of myself.” The passage before us presents the morning star as some kind of special gift or experience, which is somehow related to Christ, who is the bright and morning star (Rev. 22:16). In other words, the star symbol is something that the believer receives which is similar to Christ who already is the morning star. Apparently John is saying that overcoming believers will experience the same glory and brilliance, as Christ the morning star, within the messianic kingdom or 1,000 year reign of Jesus Christ. This truth of sharing Christ’s messianic glory and shining forth is promised in the kingdom (Dan. 12:3; Matt. 13:43). In other words, the overcomers are given the promise that they will share in Christ’s messianic glory as they rule with Him. They will shine forth, reflecting Christ’s own glory, and rule and reign with Jesus Christ throughout the Millennium. 

Jesus had just promised to the overcomer a ruling authority over the nations (Rev. 2:26-27). It would seem that the morning star promise presents in symbolic form the role of the overcomer, as he rules with the Messiah, and places a special emphasis on the glory he will share with Christ in this rule.  

Revelation 22:16 says that Christ is “the root and the offspring of David, and the bright morning star” (literally “the root and the offspring of David, the bright morning star”). This star statement of Jesus Christ does seem to be linked with the throne of David, which speaks of his right to rule, since He is a direct descendent from David and rightful heir to David’s throne. Jesus is descended from the royal line of David and is the star, the King himself (Rev. 22:16), who was prophesied in Numbers 24:14-19, as the star who would come out of Jacob and possess the scepter. A star, given as a symbol of royalty, would herald the birth of the coming messianic King (See Matt. 2:2, 7, 9, 10; Luke 1:78). 
Thus, Revelation 22:16 links the star to David’s throne (kingship). Christ was said to be a star that comes out of Jacob to rule. His resemblance to a bright and morning star would suggest the brilliant glory of His rule during the Millennial Kingdom (Isaiah 60:19-20). After all, the morning star is the brightest star in the galaxy! When plugging this truth about Christ, who is the morning star, into the context of the saint’s rule with Christ (Rev. 2:26-27), it may mean that Christ was giving the saints a similar promise of a glorious rule with Him as King. The promise of the morning star would be a promise of rulership, dominion, and a splendor (glory) just like Christ’s own, which they were entitled to share based on His kingship. The morning star is the one that shines brightest and signals the dawning of the Millennial Kingdom or the perfect day of God. The morning star promise (Rev. 2:28) then depicts the saint’s share in the reign of Jesus Christ. They will shine forth or radiate Christ’s kingly (Matt. 13:43) glory as they rule and reign with Him. The Lord promises a dominion and a splendor just like His own. The gift of the morning star must refer to the fact that the exalted Christ shares his messianic glorious rule with the overcoming believer.

Key Point: The promise related to their future reign with Christ can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation.
Have you ever stood outside and watched the rising of the morning star? Today we know the morning star as the planet Venus, which is the second planet from the sun, and the brightest object in the night sky. Depending on where it is in its orbital path, the morning star can be seen to rise as much as three hours before the sun. You must arise early, while it is still dark, while the sky is still jet-black. Then, when the morning star appears over the horizon, with its light second only to the moon in nocturnal brilliance, you will understand what an awesome symbol the Lord gives to us in this passage. He is saying that the day is going to dawn upon human history when He will reign in all of His glory (Rev. 22:16) throughout the entire earth (Zech. 14:9) and the overcomers will also rule and reign with Him in a special way while reflecting His own glory or brilliance.  

 “He’s the Lily of the Valley,

The Bright and Morning Star,

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul!”

This morning star promise tells the story how the believer will share in Christ’s glory. Christ gives every faithful believer the privilege of being like Him in royal splendor, to various degrees, throughout the Millennial Kingdom and eternity (Dan. 12:3; 1 Pet. 5:4). Yes, Christ’s faithful followers will shine as the stars forever! In other words, they too will be able to share Christ’s glory, as they reflect this glory from Jesus Christ. The outward reflection and display of Christ’s glory from their own bodies will be based upon the amount of reward which they have received. Their capacity to share and reflect Christ’s glory will be the true reward that these believers will receive in the Millennial Kingdom and for eternity. In short, the overcomers will shine as stars with the bright and morning star! 

The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration and allows Christ to give them comforting and reassuring promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future). 

#5

There is an obvious exegetical connection between the promise of faithfulness described in Revelation 3:3 (“hold fast” – remain faithful and do not compromise) and the mention of some Christians who were remaining faithful (“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments” – Revelations 4:4) with what immediately follows in Revelation 3:5 (“He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels”). In other words, there is a prior requirement and commitment that is needed if one wants to become an overcomer. This is the clear and unmistakable teaching in the context. John now outline the promises to the overcomers. 
      1. Reward – (4b-5a)

John now addresses those faithful few Christians in Sardis who were not willing to defile their garments (Read vv. 4-5). The “few names” would indicate that the vast majority of the mix of carnal/worldly saints and unregenerate people in these local churches were not living a life of holiness and respectability before God. There were a few faithful Christians scattered in the congregations much like flowers in a desert. There were a few sincere among the hypocrites, a few humble among the proud, a few separated among the worldly, and a few stalks of wheat among the tares. God always has a remnant – a few! However, there were not enough of them to change Christ’s overall evaluation of the church as dead. But He had not forgotten those who remained faithful to Him.

Hebrews 6:10 

“For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 

The expression “defiled their garments” is important. Garments can symbolize character in Scripture (Isa. 64:6﻿; ﻿Jude 23﻿). They are used a metaphor to represent one’s purity of living or their sinful living. The fact that their were a few garments in Sardis which are “not defiled” would indicate their personal lives as Christians were not stained, defiled, or polluted by the world system. They wore the clean white garments of purity and holiness. This word “defiled” was a word that would have been familiar to the readers in Sardis because of the city’s wool dyeing industry. 
Now the privilege that will be given to these overcomers is that they will receive reward. When we overcome (live victoriously) we are promised reward. Christ says in verse 4b that they “shall walk with me in white (a promise of reward): for they are worthy” (worthy of reward for their faithful living). Then in verse 5a Christ calls this same reward as “white raiment” (which points to generous reward). 

This is not the garment of salvation or the imputed righteousness that comes through faith in Christ (see Rev. 7:13-14). A person does not receive garments of righteousness based upon their holy living and righteous deeds. We receive imputed righteousness by simply believing on Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:3-5; 3:22). It should be evident that the white garment in Revelation 3:5 is reward for works of righteousness that occurs after salvation. White garments in the proper contexts can be symbolic of one’s rewards based upon purity of living and righteous deeds (see Rev. 19:8, 14). Revelation 3:5 parallels with Revelation 19:8. This promise and privilege of reward serves as encouragement to these Sardis Christians to remain faithful. A day of reckoning is coming and we will be rewarded for how we have lived and served (Rev. 22:12). Although the entire church will be given reward (1 Cor. 4:5) and is witnessed in her reward apparel following the Rapture (Rev. 19:8) the overcomers are given a special promise of reward for their commitment to Christ and His cause. They will shine brilliantly in their luminous or radiant apparel (Dan. 12:3; 1 Pet. 5:4). The reward promise is designed to encourage their hearts as they look ahead to the future. This promise serves as encouragement to remain faithful. A day of reward is coming and we will be rewarded for how we have lived and served (Rev. 22:12). 
William Fuller, who defends this understanding of Revelation 3:5, writes: “A command that everyone keeps is superfluous, and a reward that everyone receives for a virtue that everyone has is nonsense.”

    2. Reassurance - 5b

The text says “I will not blot out his name out of the book of life.” This is wonderful reassurance! Christ will keep the names of overcomers in the book of life or the register of the redeemed. This is wonderful promise! The book (scroll) of life is God’s heavenly roster of redeemed names (Rev. 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27; 22:19; Phil. 4:3; Luke 10:20; Heb. 12:23). God has His own way of registering and recording the names of all His redeemed saints. If you are saved and redeemed then your name is on the divine register. If you are not saved then your name is not recorded there. 

There are five things to learn about this book:

1. It is a register of those who have spiritual life (Rev. 3:5; 13:8; Phil.

    4:3)

Those who are recorded in this book or scroll are born again and have God’s life residing in their spirit. No unsaved person could ever be recorded in the book of life. 

2. It belongs to the Lamb (Jesus Christ) – Rev. 13:8; 21:27.
This means that the Lamb is in charge of this scroll of names and He keeps accurate records. 

3. Our name must be written in the book in order to enter Heaven – 

     Revelation 21:27.
Your name may be on a church register without being on the divine register! 

4. If your name is not found written in the book you are judged – 

    Revelation 20:15.
The absence of your name on this roll or roster denotes separation from God in hell and everlasting punishment. 

5. Some people never had their names recorded in the Lamb’s book - 

     Revelation 17:8. 

This verse brings us to some logical conclusions. First, there are no names being written in the Lamb’s Book of Life during the course of human history. Second, all names are recorded down or left off this record prior to the foundation of the world. Note: If some names were never recorded in the scroll of life before the foundation of the world then other names must have been recorded on this scroll. This tells us that God knows in His eternal counsels and foreknown plan who will be saved throughout the course of human history and time. If He did not know this He would not be God. Apparently God placed the names of people in this book of life (the Lamb’s Book of Life), even before creation, who were part of His corporate redemptive plan of election. This is a difficult teaching but it seems to be an accurate reflection of the Biblical texts. In God’s infinite wisdom He could record the names of every person who would be saved and their names would remain on this roster. When they actually become a Christian and are saved they can know that their name is on the record or roster in Heaven, but in actuality, it was already there prior to their salvation. 
In summary, God records down the names of a corporate body of believer’s prior to creation, He also in His counsels calls them, justifies them, and glorifies them prior to creation (Rom. 8:29-30). Our salvation and name was recorded in the book of life prior to our birth and prior to the creation of the world and it can never be erased.  

Now what is the reassurance that is extended to the overcomers in Revelation 3:5? Christ reassured them that their names will never be blotted out (erased or removed) from the Lamb’s Book of Life. What a wonderful promise this is of eternal security. In John’s day, rulers kept a register of the citizens of a city. If someone died, or committed a serious crime, their name was erased from that register. Christ counteracts this custom by promising that He will never erase a true Christian’s name from this roll or heavenly roster, since their names were apparently recorded down even before the creation of the world and time, as we know it. 

Incredibly, although the text in Revelation 3:5 says just the opposite (“I will not blot out his name out of the book of life”), some people assume that this verse teaches a Christian’s name can actually be erased from the book of life if he fails to live according to God’s standards of holiness. Many foolishly turn a promise into a threat. ﻿They are foolish in doing it and create teachings that contradict God’s grace and salvation plan. 

Please understand that overcoming (living victoriously) is not the way to get into the book of life or stay in the book of life. Overcoming is the way to confirm that we are already in the book of life! Our faithfulness to the Lord gives sufficient proof that we are His children and reminds us of the promise that Christ will never lose those who are His true children (John 10:28-29; 17:12). We will never be blotted our or erased from this book. 
c. Recognition

Christ will also confess overcomers before the Father and angels of Heaven (“I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels”). He will do this in view of their salvation and acceptance before God. This conclusion is reminiscent of what Jesus said and taught during His earthly ministry (Matt. 10:32; Luke 9:26). What a promise and encouragement this is to those who are serving faithfully and experiencing hardships in life.  
Key Point: These promises regarding their future reward, reassurance, and recognition by the Father can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation.
Please note once again that these special promises given to the overcomers do not suggest that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will not receive any reward (1 Cor. 4:5), remain in the book of life (Phil. 4:3; Rev. 13:8; 20:12; 21:27), or  be revealed as God’s children (Rom. 8:19). As stated before, this is not the intent or purpose behind these promises, which are given to the overcomers. 
Christ once again gives these promises to confirm their salvation and encourage His readers to remain faithful to Him in the midst of their difficulties and trials. All that they have in Christ and what they are promised serves as a way to encourage their hearts and help them keep proper perspective, as they pass through trial, testing, and turmoil, which they face because of their stand for Christ. A great day of reward and recognition is coming for a job well done! 

The purpose behind the overcoming promises might be summed up this way:
“Cheer up ye saints of God

There’s nothing to worry about.
Nothing to make you feel sad

Nothing to make you doubt.

Remember Jesus never fails

So why not trust Him and shout! 

You’ll be sorry you worried at all tomorrow morning.” 
The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration and allows Christ to give them comforting and reassuring promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future). 

#6

The command to “hold fast” (remain faithful – Revelation 3:11) forms the context for the promise of Revelation 3:12, “Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name.” The command to overcome precedes the heavenly promise. This tells us that when a person practices what Christ says he becomes and overcomer. The promises given to the overcomers are a state of security inside the heavenly city of Jerusalem and a special intimate name of Christ individually known by each believer. 
These promises once again serve as a source of secondary assurance and confirmation about their salvation and future place in Heaven. The promises are given so the saints can have confidence that they have a glorious eternal future inside the gates of glory.
Please note again that this special promise given to the overcomers does not mean that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will fail to enter the New Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22-23) and have the security of Heaven (1 Thess. 4:17). This is not the intent or purpose behind this promise given to the overcomers concerning the New Jerusalem. The promise given to the overcomers serves as a way to encourage them and give them hope for the future in the midst of their days of difficulty and persecutions which they face due to their stand for Jesus Christ. The future promise of Heaven and the hope of being with Christ provide us with great incentive to stay the course. We should remain faithful today for tomorrow we may be with Christ in Heaven. 

Now let’s look at the heavenly promises as John gives to us a picture of the eternal state in Revelation 1-22. 
1. There is the promise of permanent residency. 

The text says that the overcomer shall be made “a pillar in the temple of my God” (Rev. 3:12). Of course, this is not to be taken literally but figuratively. The language is clearly metaphorical since a person is likened to a pillar (metaphor). First, there is no temple in the eternal heavenly city of Jerusalem since Jesus Himself is the temple (see Rev. 21:22). Second, we are not going to be a literal pillar or post in the heavenly city. Jesus is giving them a promise by this statement. When the overcomers enter God’s presence (the true temple of the heavenly city) they are given the promise of permanent residency in the heavenly city. A pillar stands for something that is stable and unmovable. God is first of all giving the overcomers the promise of permanent residency within the heavenly city. This is a statement of security. They can know that they are going to a city where they will forever dwell with God’s presence! This is not true of unbelievers. They will never be allowed to enter the eternal city (Rev. 21:27). 

This pillar statement may also reflect a special honor that they will have as the residence of the heavenly city. The expression “make a pillar in the temple of my God” may also reflect the special reward and recognition they will receive throughout eternity. To be a pillar in God’s presence within the heavenly Jerusalem is a sign of special reward with a permanent position of honor and recognition throughout the eternal state. Pillars stood for stability. The overcomers on earth had “a little strength” (Rev. 3:8) but in the heavenly city they will become pillars and possess a fixed eternal place of honor in the sanctuary of God. They may be small props down here but they will be strong pillars in Heaven. 
The next expression “and he shall go no more out” once again indicates security and permanent residency with God. We are going to have a permanent place with the Lord forever. Of course, this expression does not mean we will never leave the heavenly city. The Bible clearly teaches that we will return with Christ to earth (Rev. 19:11-16) and rule and reign with Him on the earth (Rev. 2:26-27; 5:10; 1 Cor. 6:1-2). This necessitates leaving the city for a time. However, our permanent residency will always be in the heavenly city. In fact, we may be able to pass back and forth into the heavenly city at will throughout the Millennial Kingdom since we will possess glorified bodies. One thing is certain. We will never fear of not having a home in Heaven and a place of residency in this glorious city. This is because God says we are a pillar in this city and “shall go no more out.” We will “dwell in the house of the LORD forever” (Psalm 23:6). All of this speaks of permanent residency and the assurance that we will never be separated from God’s presence and love (Rom. 8:38-39). What a promise.  

This was especially wonderful to those living in Philadelphia for this was an earthquake region and often they would have to leave their homes and move outside the city until the time of tremors was over. 

The city was built on a volcanic mountain range (900 feet high) and for this reason the city experienced many earthquakes. An earthquake destroyed the city in 17 AD but it was rebuilt by Emperor Tiberius. The historian Strabo called it “a city of earthquakes.” Often the people would leave the city during times of tremors and earthquake activity. An illusion to the earthquake prone city may be given in the promise of verse 12. Someday they would never have to leave the city of Heaven that was prepared for them. What a glorious promise this is! 

Sir William Ramsay notes:

“Many of the inhabitants remained outside the city living in huts and booths over the vale, and those who were foolhardy enough (as the sober-minded thought) to remain in the city, practiced various devices to support and strengthen the walls and houses against the recurring shocks. The memory of this disaster lived long … people lived amid ever threatening danger, in dread always of a new disaster; and the habit of going out to the open country had probably not disappeared when the Seven Letters were written.” (The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia [Albany, Oreg.: AGES Software; reprint of the 1904 edition], 316–17).

Someday these saints would have a stable city and never again have to worry about earthquakes or deaths. God will give them a permanent city!

“I’ve got a mansion

Just over the hilltop

In that bright land

Where we’ll never grow old.

And someday yonder

We will never more wander

But walk the streets that are purest gold.”

2. There is the promise of special identity.  

The overcomers are assured of a special identity and relationship to the Lord forever by what God impresses upon their hearts. Throughout eternity we will have a special identity and relationship with Jesus Christ. It was customary in Roman times for a religious leader of the imperial cult (worship the emperor) to erect a statue in the temple on which was inscribed his name, his father’s name, his place of birth, and the year of his office as the official priest of the Roman Empire. Christ may be countering this pagan custom by telling the overcomers that they would receive special names inscribed on the walls of their hearts that will cause them to rejoice for eternity.  

There are four names we will receive for our eternal dwelling. 

  a. Our personal name (see Rev. 2:17). 

Names were inscribed on stones to give a person permission to enter special events (Rev. 2:17 - “which no man knoweth saving he that recevieth it”). Some suggest that this is the name of Christ that is being impressed upon our hearts as is the case in Revelation 3:12. But this may be a different name. First, there are three names promised in Revelation 3:12 and only one name promised here. Second, there is no mention of Christ’s name in this passage (Rev. 2:16). Therefore, it’s likely referring to the recipient’s own private and special name that will be given to him. In other words, Christ will impress upon the individual heart and mind of each overcomer a special secretive name that only they will know about. It will be a name that is somehow related or connected to their life on earth. It’s a name that will explain their commitment to His cause, their faithfulness, and life fellowship with Him. 

Changing names or at least giving a new name is something that God has the privilege of doing. Abram’s name was changed to Abraham to portray the fact that he was to become the father of a multitude. Jacob, which means supplanter, was changed to Israel, the one over whom God would rule. Unstable Simon became Peter the little rock. In a similar way, the overcoming believer is promised a new name which may show something of what God has ac​complished in his or her life through a walk of faith in faithfulness. It will be a special and secretive name that no one else will know about except the person who receives it. 

It will be a name impressed upon our hearts and minds that we will live with for eternity! Yes, it will be a special name. It will be a name that is fitted especially for us and how we have overcome in this life. It will be a name that will tell the story of our fellowship, commitment, and walk with the Lord Jesus Christ while we were on earth. It will be a name of special communication and fellowship between Christ and the believer. It will be a name only known by the Giver and the receiver. It will be a name reflecting our service and communion which we had with the Lord while on earth. What a promise this is! Jesus has promised to give us a new name, a secret name, a special mark of intimacy with Him.

Revelation 3:12 suggests that there are three additional names that will be impressed upon our hearts throughout eternity. In this particular verse there are actually three names mentioned to indicate a person’s ownership of God and their special identity with the heavenly city and Jesus Christ. These three names will be upon *somehow be impressed* upon our hearts throughout eternity to give us an inward assurance of our connection with The Father, Jesus Christ, the eternal city, and bring great assurance and enjoyment to our hearts.

  b. The Father’s name (Rev. 3:12) 

The name of God the Father will somehow be written upon our hearts to remind us of the special relationship we will have with Him throughout eternity (see Rev. 21:2). His name will be impressed upon our hearts in a way that will cause us to have sweet fellowship with Him. This name impression will also give us the assurance of our unending relationship with God throughout eternity. The 144,000 Jewish evangelists will also have God’s name impressed upon their minds and hearts to remind them that God will be with them throughout their time of witnessing during the Tribulation Period and that He has sealed and protected them (Rev. 14:1).  
  c. The cities name

The heavenly city is called the New Jerusalem (see Rev. 21:10; Heb. 12:22). This will be our eternal dwelling place as the Church or bride of Christ. It is the bride’s city especially prepared and designed for her (the Church). 

Hebrews 12:22 

“But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels.”  

The eternal bride’s city that we will dwell in for all eternity will somehow be impressed and imbedded upon our hearts. We will sense a special connection with this city and know that God has given us this city to dwell in for all eternity. The name will have a special meaning and significance to our hearts.    

“I am going to a city

Where the roses never fade.”

  d. Christ’s name 

As far as Christ’s name is concerned, we will receive a deeper understanding, manifestation, and revelation of His name that will completely satisfy both our heart and mind. A name stands for the character of a person. Some suggest that the “new name” related to Christ is simply a fuller understanding and appreciation that we will receive of His character (“we shall see him as He is” – 1 John 3:2). This may be true. The new name may be a fuller expression and understanding of Christ’s character that will be inwardly revealed and impressed upon our hearts and mind throughout eternity. 

However, the Revelation 3:12 text may also imply that Christ will impress upon our hearts and minds a unique name of His own that is tailor-made for each believer. It will be a personal and private name of Christ that only we know about – a name that will bring us great joy and delight throughout eternity. In other words, there will be a personal name of Christ given to each believer that will be an intimate self-revelation of Christ which will bring a fuller appreciation of Christ and intimate fellowship with Christ. In Heaven and throughout eternity we will be given an inward impression and manifestation of Christ to our personal lives that will make each believer’s relationship with Christ in Heaven private and personal. Everyone in Heaven will retain their individuality and their own personal relationship to Christ. The new name of Christ will evidently bring great blessing and joy to our hearts. The Bible says in Revelation 22:4 that believers living in the eternal heavenly city of Jerusalem will have God’s name impressed upon their mind and heart (Rev. 22:4 – “and his name shall be in their foreheads”).

We have then see that our new personal name, the names of God the Father, the heavenly city of Jerusalem, and Jesus Christ will *somehow be impressed* upon our hearts throughout eternity to give us an inward assurance of our special identity with God and our eternal destiny. These names will bring enjoyment to our hearts. They will become an inner witness to our hearts about our sense of belonging to the heavenly city, the Father, and the Son. These names will remind us of our ownership and identity with God the Father and God the Son throughout eternity. We will be comforted having these names inwardly impressed upon our hearts and minds throughout the eternal ages of time. 

These names will be like one giant summary statement that says we belong to the Lord and nothing can ever change this fact! They will give to us the absolute assurance of eternal life. 

The overcomers did not earn or merit these salvation promises by their overcoming life but they are promised these future blessings as a way to confirm their salvation and encourage them in their Christian lives as they faithfully serve the Lord.

Key Point: These promises regarding their future and security in the heavenly city can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation. These saints enter Heaven on the basis of God’s grace and grace alone (Eph. 2:8-9 – “not of works”). However, their overcoming life proves that their salvation is genuine and becomes the basis of Christ’s promises to them.    

These promises once again serve as a source of secondary assurance and confirmation about their salvation and future place in Heaven. The promises are given so the saints can have confidence that they have a glorious eternal future inside the gates of glory.
“In that land of fadeless day,

Lies the city foursquare.

It shall never pass away,

And there is no night there.”

Please note again that this special promise given to the overcomers does not mean that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will fail to enter the New Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22-23) and have the security of Heaven (1 Thess. 4:17). This is not the intent or purpose behind this promise given to the overcomers concerning the New Jerusalem. The promise given to the overcomers serves as a way to encourage them and give them hope for the future in the midst of their days of difficulty and persecutions which they face due to their stand for Jesus Christ. The future promise of Heaven and the hope of being with Christ provide us with great incentive to stay the course. We should remain faithful today for tomorrow we may be with Christ in Heaven. 
“I’ve got a mansion

Just over the hilltop

In that bright land

Where we’ll never grow old.

And someday yonder

We will never more wander

But walk the streets that are purest gold.”
The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration and allows Christ to give them comforting and reassuring promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future). 

#7

In the last promise Christ commands the people to repent (Revelation 3:19) and then gives invitation for them to fellowship with Him (Revelation 3:20). Let us never forget one thing. Only when a believer dines intimately with the Savior in daily fellowship can he become an overcomer in this life. Believers must repent of their sins and fellowship with Christ if they want to overcome (live victoriously) and be promised a place of special ruling authority with Jesus Christ in the Millennial Kingdom (“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne” – Revelation 3:21). This speaks once again of having a share in the millennial reign of Christ over the earth (Rev. 2:26-27). As in the previous letters, Christ gives this promise to encourage His readers to go on with Him. It’s always too soon to quit! Quitters never win! A great day is coming! We must overcome in light of eternity and the reward, recognition, and reigning privileges that we will receive for our faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2).    
Revelation 3:21 

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.”

The distinction between Christ’s throne (“my throne”) and the Father’s throne is not merely rhetorical or repetitive in nature. The distinction in these thrones provides different aspects of God’s rule. Christ rules in Heaven today with the Father (Heb. 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2). Christ presently occupies the throne with the Father in Heaven (Rev. 4:2) but in the future He will return to planet earth and occupy the throne of David (Ps. 122:5; Ezek. 43:7; Luke 1:32-33). Christ’s occupancy of the throne of David is a major emphasis of the book of Revelation from its very beginning to its end (Rev. 1:5, 7; 22:16). The overcome is promises to participate in the ruling aspect of Christ’s rule on planet earth. 
Key Point: The promise related to their future reign with Christ can be given to these overcomers since their salvation has already been confirmed (verified as being genuine) by their faithful (overcoming) living. Their overcoming life does not teach the way of salvation but gives confirmation of their salvation.
Please note once again that this special promise given to the overcomers does not mean that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will not be promised a ruling privilege with Christ in the kingdom (Rom. 8:17; James 2:5; Col. 4:11; Rev. 19:14). As explained previously, this was not the intent or purpose behind the ruling promise, which was given to the overcomers. The promise is given to the overcomers in order to comfort their hearts and console their souls, as they live for the Lord, and experience great hardship or persecution for Him. It provides these saints with hope for the future in light of their present suffering and stand for Christ.  
“When he cometh, He will gather,

The gems for His kingdom, All the pure ones,

All the bright ones, His loved and His own.

Like the stars of the morning,

His bright crown adorning,

They shall shine in their beauty,

Bright gems for His crown.”
The faithfulness of the overcomers proves their regeneration and allows Christ to give them comforting and reassuring promises related to their salvation (position in Christ) and reward (privileges in the future). 

Revelation 21:7 concludes with these words: 

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.” 

Once again the promises outlined in Revelation 21:3-6 concerning an eternity of fellowship with God and a tearless, deathless, sorrowless, and painless eternity are given to those saints who overcome. This does not mean that other less victorious, less committed, and less faithful Christians will not experience these blessings. Rather, the promise given to the special class of believers called the overcomers (victorious and faithful believers) serves as a way to provide them with the assurance of their salvation and encourage their hearts in the midst of their sorrow, pain, and even death (Rev. 2:10) which God’s people experience as they take their stand for Christ. In short, God gives special promises to this special class of Christians to provide exhortation (comfort and encouragement) for them since they are standing up for Christ, the unchanging truth, and remaining faithful or committed to Him. 
Let us always remember that an overcoming life is the sign that we are saved (Eph. 2:10); it is not the way (Eph. 2:8) that we are saved. Works do not tell us how we are accepted before God; they give us the proof that we are already saved (2 Cor. 13:5; James 2). So the promises given to the overcomers are designed to confirm (reassure) the Christians that they are saved and provide comfort or encouragement (exhortation) to face life’s difficulties and persecutions (“be thou faithful unto death” – Rev. 2:10). 
So here is the conclusion. A person does not overcome to be saved. He overcomes to receive reassurance of his already secured position in Christ and his promised reward, recognition, and reigning privileges with Christ. All of these promises given to the overcomers provide them with great encouragement in the midst of their suffering and stand for Christ. As they contemplate the future and what lies ahead for them they can face their foes and fears knowing that the best is yet to come and that someday soon everything will be made right!  

Dr. W.A. Criswell told about the faithful missionary couple who returned to the United States on the same ship that brought Teddy Roosevelt home from a safari in Africa. Many reporters and photographers were on the dock, waiting to see Roosevelt and interview him and take pictures; but nobody was on hand to welcome home the veteran missionaries who had spent their lives serving Christ in Africa.
That evening, in their modest hotel room, the couple reviewed their arrival in New York City; and the husband was somewhat bitter. “It isn’t fair,” he said to his wife. “Mr. Roosevelt comes home from a hunting trip, and the whole country is out to meet him. We get home after years of service, and nobody was there to greet us.” But his wife had the right answer: “Honey, we aren’t home yet.” My friend, someday we are going to be home. And someday we will receive our reward and recognition. What great hope, comfort, and encouragement this brings to our hearts today, as overcomers, who have faithfully served the Lord and committed our lives to him. The best is yet to come! 
“Hold the fort a little longer,

In your struggle over sin.

Trust the Great Commander’s promise,

He will surely come again.”
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