Preface

This paper was written as a result of several messages preached at the Berean Bible church in 1997. The subject matter of this paper has been a pressing question upon my heart for many years. It’s my desire to try and explain certain Bible texts dealing with the Judgment Seat of Christ and weave them into the entire picture of God’s total forgiveness for each believer.

The writer feels that there has been much confusion on the subject concerning the Christian’s sins in light of the future Bema judgment. 

I have come to the conclusion that I do not have to fear the reprisal of God for my sins at this judgment. However, at the same time I have realized that my life is an open book before God. He knows everything about me and will examine me in relationship to my over all faithfulness and service to Him in this day of final examination. 

The day of final exams is coming for the church!

What grade will you receive after the examination?

"The Judgment Seat of Christ and The Christian’s Sin?"

(By Pastor Kelly Sensenig)

There are three major trues that we must understand in order to establish a starting ground for this paper:  

1. Christ already bore the judgment for our sins (1 Peter 3:18, 4:1;Gal. 3:10,13). Christ already took our sins upon Himself and suffered the judicial and righteous judgment of God on our behalf, because of those very sins. For this reason, we will never be judged for our sins in the future.

2.  Christ took all of our sins away through His death on the cross (Heb. 

     9:26; 1 John 3:5). As our substitute and sacrifice for sin, Jesus has 

     erased all of our sins before God’s presence.  If Christ took all of our


     sins away, then there can be no sins brought against us at the Bema

     Seat of Christ (Romans 8:33-34). The believer stands forgiven (Eph. 1:7, 

     Col. 1:14, 1 John 1:7); faultless (Jude 24) and forever righteous in God’s

     sight (2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Cor. 1:30, Rom. 4:1-5) through the work of Jesus 

     Christ.

*The legal side of our judgment has been settled in the courtroom of God’s presence. The verdict of the believer’s sinful case is, “Not guilty!” Thank the Lord for such wonderful grace!

*In this coming day of judgment, the believer will not be judicially

sentenced by God as  a sinner and suffer spiritual harm for his sins. 

There will be no weighing scale exposing the amount of our wicked

deeds, in order to determine who is saved and who will be condemned for their sins in judgment. At the Judgment Seat of Christ for believers, no books or records of sins will be opened (compare Rev. 20:12 – the Great White Throne Judgment for the unbelievers or lost of the ages). 

*Since Christ faced our sins in judgment and erased all of our

sins (Heb. 10:17), we will never face them in judgment. No records of our sins are kept by God in order to expose us as a sinner worthy of judgment. Never again will our sins be brought against us in any fashion. Never again will we face our sins in any kind of future judgment. We will not have to answer as a sinner for any of our sins, which we have committed, since Jesus has already forgiven us of all our sins!

3. The Christian will not be judged as a sinner in that day but as a servant. This day will be a time of commendation (for our godly works) and not one of condemnation for sin (our sinful works).

The term “judgment seat,” as recorded in 2 Corinthians 5:10, refers to the place where the Lord will sit to evaluate the lives of believers for the purpose of giving them eternal rewards. It is translated from the Greek word “bema,” which was an elevated platform where judges would hand out their decisions and victorious athletes went to receive their crowns. 

The believer will pass through a time of judgment and reward such as this in a future day. We will perhaps see the blessed Lord Jesus Christ sitting upon such a Bema seat as this within the atmospheric heaven above, following the resurrection and translation of the church into the first heaven (see 1 Thess. 4:17). Evidently this is where the Judgment Seat of Christ will take place, for the Bible says we will “meet the Lord in the air.” We will meet Jesus Christ face to face for this final examination within the first heaven, prior to our entrance into the third Heaven.
The Complete Picture
The eyes of Jesus will gaze upon us in that day (see Rev. 1:14). In a moments time that fiery, exposing glance will in some way try and test the deeds of our Christian life (good & bad) as depicted in I Cor. 3:13. In that wonderful look of love, as He looked upon Peter (Luke 22:61), our past failures, sins and unfaithfulness will be made known to our own life. The very soul searching gaze of His fiery eyes will in a split second expose us for what we were as a servant. The piercing, probing and omniscient eyes of Jesus will see through us! Christ will in some way be able to present our entire life before us in only a moment of time!

This fiery glance of His eyes may very well be what is depicted in 1 Corinthians 3:13 when it says, “…the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is.”

While knowing that God loves us with an everlasting love (Romans 8:38- 39), we will realize our own lack of love and unfaithfulness toward Him. We will not experience the terror of His judgment in this day because of our sins, but experience remorse for our waywardness, wicked deeds and lack of love for the Lord. We can be sure that many tears will flow in this meeting place within the air, prior to our entrance into Heaven, where no tears will fall (Revelation 21:4). 

Never could we face our sins in judgment, for Christ faced them in judgment for us. In this day, we will not be judged as sinners at all, having to answer to God for all of our sins committed within our past Christian lives upon earth. Nor will we have to stand before God in some giant confessional booth within the sky and be reprimanded for our sins, which we have failed to confess in our life. The reason for this is because Jesus was judged for those sins already. Therefore we do not have to answer for those sins in any kind of future judgment. 

Jesus will not rehash our sins, which we have failed to confess to Him. Confession for sin is what is expected in our earthly Christian life in order to maintain our fellowship with the Lord (1 John 1:9). This instruction for confession is not directed toward our future experience with the Lord.

Furthermore, confession for sin does not involve our judicial forgiveness, approval or acceptance before God. It only revolves around the aspect of our fellowship with God. Therefore, we will not be expected to answer for

our sins in order to receive some kind of approval before the Lord. There is no place in Scripture that verifies that Christians will confess their sins before God at the Bema seat and be brought under God’s verbal and disciplinary judgment for those sins.

Imagine this for a moment. A Christian has died some seventeen hundred years ago. They have been enjoying the presence of Jesus in Heaven for seventeen hundred years. Now when Jesus finally returns, they will be bodily resurrected to stand before the Bema or Judgment Seat of Christ. Does this mean that they will now have to answer for unconfessed sins, which they have committed seventeen hundred years ago, prior to their death? Truly this is not so. No believer will have to give an account of sin before God and be brought under the scrutiny of judgment for their sins in this way.

Why must we answer for something that God has forgiven us of? Why will God bring us into a time of judgment for our sins and failures in life, when He said that He will remember our sins no more (Heb. 10:17) and bury them in the deepest depths of the sea (Micah 7:19)?

The primary question we must then ask is an important one: 

“How will the Christian be judged in the future?”

Key: In this meeting place within the air, the believer will be judged as a faithful or unfaithful servant. This is altogether different then being judged as a sinner whose sins are brought before them. No doubt, we will certainly experience remorse and regret for our sins, knowing that we could have received more reward, instead of losing reward for our unfaithful living & service (see 2 John 8). We will not face our sins in judgment, but we will face them in remorse. 

Apparently there will be much shame on the part of unfaithful believers who have lived their own carnal and selfish lives (see 1 John 2:28). This shame will not result from Christ rebuking them for their sins in any judgmental way. Rather, shame will be experienced in the lives of believers as they realize that their own present lives were not in order when Jesus returned. There will also be shame in regards to the sinful past, unfaithfulness and neglected opportunities to serve the Lord. 

The Bible seems to teach that there will be shame at the Judgment Seat of Christ to a greater and lesser degree, depending on the measure of unfaithful living and service of each believer. This shame will then result from a misspent life in sin, selfishness and slothfulness (laziness). 

One mistaken idea among Christians concerning the Bema Seat of Christ is that there will be no serious review of our lives at this judgment. This notion is not true. Although we will not be judged as a sinner before the presence of the Lord, we will be judged as a servant. Our lives will be reviewed and examined very carefully according to 2 Cor. 5:10. We will all “appear” before this time of judgment. 

The word “appear” means to reveal or make visible what has been hidden or unknown.  Also, the word “manifest” in 1 Corinthians 3:13 (“Every mans work shall be made manifest”) points to the truth that something will be brought out into the light and made known or plainly recognized. How we have lived will be examined. Our past sinful lives as Christians and our unfaithfulness to the Lord will in some way be known to each participant in this judgment. After all, of what value is a judgment if we all pass with flying colors and every person is rewarded equally? 

Dr. I.M. Haldeman has said:

“There is not the thickness or tissue paper between us who are Christians and the Judgment Seat of Christ.”

In other words, the whole narrative of our lives will be brought out into the light of God’s omniscience. No corners will be cut. Nothing will be swept under the carpet.

Theodore Epp said it well:

“There is a day coming when our Lord is going to turn on the spiritual 

X-ray machine and will reveal the true motives or realities of the heart.”

Some Christians hope that when Jesus returns that they will slip into Heaven and sit in the back row, so that God will somehow overlook their dismal performance of living the Christian life. This is a false assumption.

We might add at this point that all of our righteous deeds, which we have done for the Lord, will bring reward in this future day. However, all of our sinful deeds, thoughts, and doings will be consumed instantaneously as works of the flesh which are unworthy of reward (see 1 Cor. 3:13-15). All of our sinful deeds and motives will be judged as worthless and we will be evaluated as an unfaithful servant to a certain degree in life. 

We will be rewarded “according” to the way we have lived (2 Cor. 5:10) and actually suffer the loss of reward which we otherwise could have gained had we been more faithful in living the Christian life and serving the Lord 

(2 John 8).

We cannot lose our salvation at this coming judgment, but we can lose reward. There is much to gain at the judgment seat of Christ, but there is also much to lose!

There are negative consequences associated with this judgment for believers as we see by all these verses. There will be shame, regret, loss of reward and a time of tears, as we face our life and see how unfaithful we have been and how we have failed the Lord in so many ways.

Dr. Frank Logsdon has said:

“It is a solemn engagement indeed to project our thoughts toward this day when, on bended knees before the fiery eyes of Omniscience, we face the record.”

2 Timothy 2:12 says:

“If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:” 

Within the context of 2 Timothy chapter two, Paul told Timothy that even as Christians, we can be denied of receiving a certain amount of honor, recognition and reward in our future reign with Christ on earth. This will all be sorted out at the judgment seat of Christ as Christ evaluates our lives on the basis of how we have suffered for Him. 

If we have been willing to stand up for Christ and suffer some persecution as any good soldier would do, then we will be commended by Christ and given much honor, recognition and reward in the coming kingdom.  However, there are those believers who are unwilling to take a stand for Christ and have blended into a wicked society without any real testimony or boldness for Christ. These kind of believers will be denied of a certain amount of future reward, recognition and honor, which is associated with reigning with Him (see also Matt. 10:32, Luke 12:8). Christ will not deny any believer of salvation, but of their place of honor and of a certain reigning privilege in the future day of His earthly kingdom (see Rev. 2:26-27).

Evangelist Kenneth F. Dodson has written:

 “Actually, for the Christian, the judgment seat of Christ is God’s gateway into the Millennial Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is there that every Christian’s position in the thousand year reign will be determined on the basis of God’s just evaluation of the Christian’s life in this sinful world.”

Although every believer will enter the Millenium, not every believer will have an equal status of reigning privilege with the Lord.

This is a most solemn truth to ponder today. Will Jesus honor and reward me in the future day as a faithful servant or deny me of some future reward and honor because of my unfaithful living?

The good news is that God will not see us as a sinner at the Bema Seat, because Jesus has erased all of our sins from our lives. However, God will see our degree of suffering which we have gone through for Him. He will also know the kind of servant we have been for Him while living upon planet earth. 

God will see us as a servant who was busy or lazy, active or selfish, carnal or caring, careless or careful. Furthermore, we will be examined and evaluated in regard to our faithfulness as a steward of the time, abilities and opportunities, which God has entrusted to us (1 Corinthians 4:2). 

God gives to each one of us time, talents, and treasure. What we do with these things will reflect how faithful we have really been to Him.

If we have spent much of our life living for ourselves and ignoring God’s will and God’s purpose for our lives, we will be judged as a less faithful servant. If we have spent our life as a believer toying with all kinds of sin and worldly living, we will be seen as a less faithful servant. If we have been selfish and have put the Lord in the back seat of our lives, we will be judged as a less faithful servant. If we were serving the Lord for our own fleshly reasons and fame with a wrong motive, then we will be judged as a less faithful servant. 

Although we will not face judgment for our sins, the sins of our life will effect the amount of reward that we will receive in that day and reflect the kind of servant that we have been on earth. We will be judged as a servant and not a sinner in this day. However, our sins will keep us from a certain amount of reward and from receiving the honor or recognition of being a faithful servant while on earth (see example of Matthew 25:21).

As believers, we will know by our loss of reward the measure of our own sinful life, which has kept us from receiving a full reward. There will be no need to confess any of our sins to God or answer to God for our sins in some type of judgment. The reason is because that all-exposing glance of His fiery eyes will immediately bring before our own heart and life the realization of our sinful and unfaithful life. 

Christ will not rebuke us for our sins, He will simply look at us!

Revelation 1:14 says:

“His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire”

Key Thought:

The only judgment that a pardoned believer in Christ will receive and face in this day, will be the judgment for their lack of performance as a servant and their loss of reward connected with this. The believer will only be judged in the sense of losing reward. This would be reward which he otherwise could have received, had he been more faithful as a servant, living according to God’s will ( see 2 Corinthians 5:10). 

Second Corinthians 5:10 teaches that we will receive payment or reward for the “things”(the believers works) which we did while living in our body on earth. Our reward will be “according” to the way we lived and what we have done for the Lord. Our righteous (“good” = “useful”) deeds and faithfulness to God means that we will receive a reward. Our unrighteous (“bad” = “worthless”) deeds and unfaithfulness to God will result in the loss of reward. This would be potential reward which we otherwise could have received, had we not strayed from God’s plan and will for our life. 

The actual words “useful” and “worthless” indicate that the real examination or judgment of our works is not to determine which ones are ethically or morally right. Rather, the examination will simply be to determine which works are useful and useless. The ratio of useful to useless works will bring the final conclusion regarding our life of service while on earth. 

This also indicates that Jesus is not judging us as sinners but is merely examining us in relationship to our useful and useless works.

In other words, we will receive payment for the way we lived. We will get exactly what is coming to us by way of reward or loss of reward in this day. 

We will “receive” payment for the way we lived, either by receiving reward or receiving the loss of reward in that day.

The Scriptural principle will stand the test or time:

Galatians 6:7

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

Keep in mind that our entire life of useful and useless activities will be evaluated. The times of spiritual victory will be assessed along side of our sinful and useless deeds. Our failures will be evaluated along side of our faithful living. The Lord Jesus will somehow sort them all out and be able to reward each person “according” to what we have done or how we have lived (2 Cor. 5:10). 

It also must be understood that only our post-conversion days as a Christian will be evaluated and not our pre-conversion days as an unsaved person. Jesus is going to judge us from the time we became a servant of His through the new birth. Even Paul the apostle was looking forward to great reward in spite of the fact that he persecuted the church in his pre-conversion days (2 Timothy 4:6- 8).

Erwin Lutzer has said:

“We’ll not be judged on what we did from the time of our first birth, but what we did since our second birth.”

However, even Christians today serve the Lord in compromising ways and become involved with men and movements that they should not be involved with. How will God reward them for the good that they do in light of their compromise? How does a life of twenty years of faithful service compare to one or two years of unfaithful living as a Christian? How will the failures and sins of one day stack up against the victories of the next day? Only the Lord Jesus will be able to balance it all out in the day of judgment! 

Even Solomon in all of his earthly pursuits in life realized that there would be a time or reckoning, when God views the lives of all people and the way that they have lived.

Ecclesiastes 12:14

“For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”

Jesus will use what He can use in the coming day of examination. One thing is for sure, Jesus will reward faithful living and the more faithful we are to Him the greater our reward will be. 

The reward that we lose in this day for our wayward life and worthless deeds will in some way be a noticeable and a real loss to us. Perhaps it will be seen in the amount of radiant glory that we will be able to reflect from the Shekinah glory of Christ’s own holy presence. 

Paul seemed to equate our eternal reward to the privilege of being able to reflect the glory of God throughout eternity (1 Peter 4:13 with 5:4). In other words, the eternal reward we receive from our own holy or sanctified living while on earth, will actually be manifested in the way we will be able to reflect God’s own glorious holiness, which beams forth from the countenance of Jesus.

Reward and the reflection of God’s beaming light off of our bodies will be one way that we will glorify God throughout the ages of time (see Daniel 12:2-3). This is also seen in Rev. 19:8 where the word “white” actually is translated radiant, shining or bright and explains the way reward will be displayed by the lives of God’s people throughout eternity. In other words, our true and eternal reward will be the great privilege to reflect God’s radiant glory off our own body. 

Evidently, we will be able to reflect God’s majestic glory in connection with the amount of reward we will receive. We may very well differ in radiance the same way lightbulbs differ in brightness. Only in this life can we impact our eternity!

We are creating today the person we will be throughout eternity.

Erwin Lutzer once again says:

“Much will change about us in eternity, but much shall also remain the same.”

How we have lived while on earth will be reflected throughout the eternal ages of time! What a sobering thought and incentive that provides for our lives today. The incentive to live a faithful life that is pure and dedicated to the things God wants us to do.

Earl Radmacher has captured it well by saying:

“The person I am becoming today, is preparing me for the person I shall be throughout all of eternity.”

Roy Laurin said:

“Measure your life by the broad sweep of eternity”

Let us remember that our eternal reward will be seen by the amount of radiant glory that we can reflect from the splendor and loveliness of Christ’s own radiant glory. This means that we are to live today so as to add some glory to our future. We are to live with eternity’s values in view.

We are to live so as to reflect more of the Lamb’s glory for the eternal ages of time.

When I was a boy I used to throw stones in the ponds that I would be fishing at. I often wondered why I did not catch many fish! Well, when you would throw a stone in the water a rippling effect would begin to travel across the entire pond. It is amazing how that one little stone could have such a far-reaching effect upon that large body of water. In the same way, the way we live our lives today will have a rippling effect that will go on for eternity! The things that we do and say today will effect our eternal reward, which is manifested in our lives.

We must ask ourselves today two very important questions. “Somewhere within the time frame of the next twenty years, what will you wish you would have done for Christ today? We might also ask, “Somewhere within the time frame of the next twenty years, how will you wish you would have lived your life today?” These are soul searching questions that we need to ask ourselves on a daily basis, so that we might keep our lives in check and remember that we will be evaluated as a servant in the day ahead.

Matthew Henry had a way of expressing the importance of living everyday of our lives with the view that it may be our last day to gain reward or lose reward for eternity. 

Matthew Henry wrote: “It ought to be the business of every day to prepare for our last day.”

In any event, there will be sorrow and remorse for the loss of reward that we will receive in this day. It will be a heart wrenching time as we reflect back upon our squandered opportunities here upon earth. In this day we will not see our life passing before our eyes. We will see that it is already past and now the time to be judged as a servant and steward of God is upon us.

We will be there and have to face this Bema Seat of Christ’s judgment, while looking back upon our own earthly life of unfaithfulness to God and His will for our life. We will in some measure know just how very unfaithful and unwilling we have been to Him. Nothing will escape those fiery eyes of our Saviour in this day. In some way, we will know just how we lived as a servant of the Lord.

1 Corinthians 4:5 says:

“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts”

Dear friend, do not take this most solemn event lightly! There is a day coming when we as believers in Christ will be evaluated for the way we have lived upon earth. The secret sins of our lives that deal with evil motives, thoughts, words, actions, unforgiveness and hypocrisy will be brought out into the light. 

This does not mean that we will face judgment for our sins and that all of our shortcomings will be visibly displayed before the saints of all the ages on some giant screen in the sky. 

What it does suggest is that we will in some way personally know what kind of servant we have been for the Lord. We will in some measure recollect our sinful deeds and unfaithful living while on earth. We will know in a moment’s time what kind of servant we have been for the Lord!  Our faithfulness and what we have done for the Lord is all that is going to last in the final analysis. Nothing else will matter in this time of judgment.

F.E. Marsh has written:

“The light of the Lord's presence will illuminate our life and reveal every secret of our heart; for the counsels of the heart will be revealed and the hidden things will be seen in the light. What a revelation it will be! Ambitions, not of the Lord, will be seen. Black bitterness against others will be detected. Covetousness of the heart will be unmasked. Deviations from the truth will be discovered. Envyings of others will be revealed. Faultfinding with our brethren will be discerned. Grumblings and murmurings will be disclosed. Heart backslidings and secret faults will be made known. Indulgings of the flesh and selfishness will be unearthed. Judging of others wrongfully will be unfolded. Love of money, ease, and the world will be decried. Mixed motives in work for Christ will be ferreted out. Opportunities lost for doing good and confessing Christ will be shown up. Perverseness of heart, and pleasures not of God will be apparent. Quarrellings, backbiting, anger, and malice will be seen. Rebelliousness and repinings under Gods chastening hand will be distinguished. Selfishness, slanderings, and self‑will will be observed. Tremblings before the world will be palpable. Uncleanness of heart will be recognized. Wilfulness and wanderings will visible. Yearnings for the flesh pots of Egypt will be evident; and zealousness to be had in honor of men will be made plain.”
However, when in that moments time we are able to know of our past sins and unfaithful living as a believer, we will still have the complete assurance that they are forgiven by God’s grace and that we will not face them in any kind of judgment (Romans 8:1). We will have the full assurance that we are only being examined for our life of service and dedication to God. We will understand that the manner in which we have lived will now determine our eternal reward.

Erwin Lutzer explained it very well by saying:

“Even if our sins are represented as forgiven, we cannot escape the conclusion that our lifestyle is under judicial review, with appropriate rewards and penalties.”

The words of the song come to my mind as I write:

“Only one life, twill soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last. Only one chance to do His will. So give to Jesus every day, for it’s the only life that pays, when you recall you have but one life!!”

In short, the judgment seat of Christ does not involve our judgment as a sinner, but our judgment as a servant for Jesus Christ while on earth. It involves a judgment in connection with both our good and evil deeds in life and our overall performance as a servant of Christ. There will obviously be both good and bad in all of our lives, which needs to be sorted out.

1 Corinthians 4:2

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

We will not be personally judged as a sinner. Rather, God will only judge us as a faithful servant of the Lord to some degree or measure. Our sins, which we have committed, and our unfaithful living will be the determining factor of how we will be rewarded as His servant.

Our sins, selfishness and slothful living will directly effect the way Christ evaluates us as a servant. In this way, God spares us from being judged as a sinner, but also makes us responsible for the kind of life that we have lived as a believer.

Faithfulness to God not only means that we are committed to do good deeds but that we are also free of evil deeds.

Perhaps a simple way to summarize all of the teaching of Scripture on this subject would be to say the following:

The very thing that we must give account for at the judgment seat of Christ and be judged for is our performance as a servant. Our life as a servant and steward will come under the scrutiny of God’s judgment. The way we have lived our life will be reflected by our loss and receiving of eternal reward. 

Romans 14:10-12

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”
You will note that “every man shall give account of himself to God.” This means that you cannot give an account for me. I cannot give an account for you. In this coming day, every believer will give his or her own report!  You will not back me up, nor will I back you up with words of promotion or words of excuse. Nothing will be sugarcoated in this day. 

All of our wasted life and wicked deeds will effect our faithfulness as a servant and the measure of our reward as a servant in this day. However, we will be judged as a servant and not as a sinner. Christ will not rebuke us for our measure of unfaithfulness, nor will He make us answer Him for all our unfaithful living and all the things that we have done which were sinful and wrong. 

Some writers have assumed by Paul’s use of the word “confess” in Romans 14:11, that we will have to confess all of our sins or at least our unconfessed sins to God. They also suggest that we will have to confess to God all of our missed days at church, lack of giving and missed opportunities for witness. In general, many teach that Christians will have to confess to God about all the details of their misspent lives and their over all lack of performance for the Lord while living on earth.

Granted, all these things will come under the scrutiny of God’s judgment in this day. All of these areas are important and will effect the kind of servant we have been for the Lord and the reward that we will receive in that day. However, Paul is not suggesting that our examination before the Lord will be some kind of gigantic confessional booth in the sky, where every detail of our lack of performance as a servant will require individual confession. 

Many writers talk about unconfessed sins, but what about all the missed opportunities we had to do good (James 4:17)? We simply must realize that God is not going to require a detailed confession of every area of our wasted life. However, we will be required to openly acknowledge to God what kind of life we really have lived. 

Paul incorporates a quote from Isaiah 45:23 in this section, which deals with the believers judgment at the Bema. He does this to assure all of us that we will have to give an account before the Lord someday. This quote is used in Philippians 2:10-11, where it has reference to the entire universe of beings confessing that Jesus is Lord. Even the devil will one day be forced to confess this to the Lord. Apparently Isaiah had in mind the return of Christ to this earth.

Paul takes this verse and now applies it to the judgment seat of Christ for Christians. His intent in using this quote is to show that we will have to give an account before the Lord of our earthly lives.

The word “confess” means to openly acknowledge or agree to something. In this case it would obviously mean to agree to our unfaithfulness and sinful, unproductive living while on earth. 

The word “account” is the word “logos” which means to speak a word. The idea is that we will give a word of speech concerning the way that we have lived. This is not suggesting that we will confess all of our past earthly sins and every wrong turn that we have taken in our Christian life. That would require more then a simple confession or word.

Apparently Paul had in mind something else. In this day of final examination, all Christians will in a brief word, outwardly confess (agree) that the Lord has faithfully and righteously examined their life as a servant. We will outwardly agree by a simple but true word of speech, that all that the omniscience of Jesus Christ has revealed about our lives is absolutely true. 

We will not confess our sins, answer for our sins, be chased for our sins or be judged for them in any way. We will simply acknowledge that all the wood, hay and stubble, which the Lord has revealed in our lives, was an absolutely true and righteous judgment on His part. 

The idea is that we will in some verbal way agree (confess) to our wasted and sinful life as a servant, by speaking a word to the Lord about our lack of stewardship. In some manner and in some way, every Christian will outwardly verify and agree to the examination, which the Lord has just given them. 

In the final analysis, we will all give this word of agreement to the Lord in response to the results of our final examine. Paul then applies this verse to the time when the Lord will examine believers.

“As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”
When we receive a report card, it tells us the way that we have really performed throughout a particular school period. We knew exactly how we had performed. When taking the report card home, we found ourselves that very evening, confessing our lack of performance to our parents! 

In a similar fashion, when Jesus hands out our final report card, we will confess that the way He has graded us was just and right.  There will be no need to surface any of the past for that will speak for itself. All we will do is give a word of agreement to the Lord. We will verify that He has handed out the report card in a just way. The final grade will stand no matter what!

What will your grade be in that coming report card day? What kind of performance will you have had as a servant? When you confess in that coming day; “Yes Lord it is true,” what will be true about your past life? Will it be true that you have squandered many years and opportunities to really serve the Lord? Will it be true that you have wasted your life by your own selfish and carnal living? What will you really confess to in that coming report card day when you say, “Yes Lord, it is true?”

In whatever way Jesus evaluates us, we will have to verbally agree with His just and righteous judgment over our earthly lives. 

We simply must understand that verbally agreeing with the Lord for His just examination of our lives is certainly not the same as God bringing judgment upon us for our sins. God is not going to harass us or chasten us because of our sins. We will not be judged as a sinner who has to confess or answer for all of our sins, which Jesus has already forgiven.

The promise of Hebrews 10:17 says:

“And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”  

You and me, who know Christ, will never be judged as a sinner before the Bema Seat of Christ, but only as a working servant. We will have regret for a short time, because of our misspent opportunities and wasted living for Christ. Apparently we will yet retain the memory of the way we have lived while upon planet earth. Many of us will wish that we had given Him more of our time and labor and life as a servant.  We will wish that we had lived a more faithful life before the Lord and for the Lord.

It’s true what the songwriter wrote concerning the cries of many believers in this coming meeting day. We will probably all say to some extent:

 “I’d wish I had given Him more!”

Then, in a moment’s time!

Those same fiery eyes of our Lord will in some marvelous way shatter the sorrow and remorse for any lack of service and dedication we have had toward Him. Christ will do this by giving praise to every believer (I Cor. 4:5) for those worthy things which they have done. 

1 Corinthians 4:5 once again states:

“… and then shall every man have praise of God.”

I take this to mean that the Lord will find some fruitful service in every believer to praise them for, since every true believer will bear some fruit within their life. Joy comes in the morning!! And joy it will be for the believers of all the past church centuries. We will be grateful that Jesus found something to reward us for. When the judgment is all finished and the smoke is all clear, God will be glorified in that He will have a redeemed company of people who have been rewarded in some measure for their service to Him.

In this day, the Christians amount of disappointment and remorse will be turned into joy. They will actually enter their eternal state, even prior to the dawning of that endless day of delight (Rev. 21:4).

The overall tenor of this judgment will be one of joy and not sadness. It will be a day of joyous reunion and comfort when we meet the Lord in the air (I Thess. 4:13‑18, 5:11). It will not be a day of horrified terror, judgment for sin and answering to God for an unfaithful life. Our sorrow will be relative or small (insignificant) in comparison to our eternal joy.

2 Corinthians 5:11

“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.”

When Paul talks about the “terror of the Lord” following his explanation of the Judgment Seat of Christ, he was not saying that the Bema would be a day of terror and fear before the presence of the Lord. Elsewhere he said:

Philippians 3:20

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:

Titus 2:13

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”
Paul was looking foreword to seeing Christ. He was not anticipating the wrath and dread of an angry God. After all, we are going to see our Savior who loves us very much (John 11:35-36). Jesus is not going to look at us in this day to terrorize us with our sins or cause great fear to swell up in our hearts because of our past failures in life. 

There will be disappointment and remorse at the Judgment Seat of Christ because of our sins; however, there will not be the terror of judgment and fright because of our sins. We will know that all of our sins will not incur God’s wrath upon our lives in any way.

We shall see His lovely face! That face of love, grace and mercy. 

Luke 22:61

“And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.”

So it will be in this coming day! The Lord Jesus will look upon us and expose us for what we really were. This will be the face of a loving and forgiving Savior. For the very first time, we will see the face of Jesus. We will not see His face of anger or terror and experience the fear and dread of discipline and harassment for our life. We will see the face of the very One who loved us and died for us. What a moment it will be!

“Face to face! O blissful moment! Face to face to see and know; Face to face with my Redeemer, Jesus Christ who loves me so.”

God may be disappointed with His unfaithful children, but He will not be harsh with His children in this day. God’s terror will not be seen or evidenced before His forgiven children. The anger of God has been appeased through the death of Jesus Christ on our behalf (1John 2:2). 

In 2 Corinthians 5:11, Paul evidently was speaking about living this present life on earth with a holy fear of God, knowing that God is watching us perform as a servant. Everyday of our lives upon earth should be lived out of a reverent fear and awe of God. We should remember our accountability to Him in this life and fear God and keep His commandments (Ecclesiastes  12:13). 

Because Paul had this type of reverential fear for God, he went around persuading or convincing other believers about their need to develop personal faithfulness to God and integrity in life. They to should learn to fear God in the same way and change their life accordingly. Whether or not Paul would succeed in persuading others to live differently would not effect his own life. He knew that his entire life was an open book before God (“we are made manifest unto God”).

1 John 2:28

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”

This verse teaches us as believers to live in such a manner that when Jesus returns, we would have “confidence” that we are living for Him and walking with Him in fellowship. We should live in such a way so that when Jesus returns, we would have confidence that our life as a servant will be pleasing to Him! 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

In these verses, Paul compared the Christian life to a race. Whatever makes a winning athlete will also make a winning Christian. Racing was well known due to the Greek athletic festival of the Isthmian games held in Corinth. We are to run the race of the Christian life in order to receive a prize or reward (24). It will not be a temporary reward that fades away but an eternal reward given out by Christ for living the Christian life faithfully and effectively (25). You see, when you receive reward for you faithfulness and service to Christ in the coming day, you will have won the race of the Christian life. This will be demonstrated by the reward you have received. 

Believers living today must not be running the race of the Christian life without any aim or purpose like some shadow boxer, who is running around throwing punches into the air and missing his opponent (26). In other words, we should not just be playing around with the Christian life. Living for the Lord is to be a real and ongoing matter with our life. Living for Jesus Christ and being faithful to Him is all that is going to last for eternity. We must quit playing around and stop living for ourselves and doing our own thing in life! We must learn to be faithful to the Lord and live as He wants us to live. There should be no wasted time and energy when it comes to living for Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:16-17)!

Our Christian life should be lived in a disciplined and controlled fashion, where we allow our body to be a slave to us instead of allowing ourselves to become a slave to our body (27). Our bodies need a tremendous amount of discipline. By disciplining our bodies to serve the Lord and to be faithful to Him will assure us of a future reward.

There are many ways in which a believer will lose out on reward in the coming day, but the key reason why so many will lack reward is because they fail to discipline themselves. We must discipline our bodies to do what is right and to be faithful to the Lord.

Here is another metaphor from the Isthmian games. A contestant who failed to meet the training requirements was disqualified. He could not even run, much less win. The point is this. Paul did not want to spend his life preaching the requirements to others and then become a castaway or

“disqualified” runner for not meeting the requirements himself. 

The idea is that our unfaithful and selfish living in this life can disqualify us as believers from receiving a prize or reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ, which we otherwise could have had. We do not want to fail the test of living for Christ down here and lose reward like a runner who is disqualified from a running event. Reward which we otherwise could have received, had we followed God’s will for our life (2 John 8).

James 5:9

“Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.”

This verse reminds us that Jesus will return to be our judge at the Bema Seat. He will indeed judge us as a servant. If we are found living in a sinful manner, wasting our opportunities to serve the Lord and are not faithful to Him, we will stand condemned. We will not stand condemned as a sinner before God. However, Jesus will judge us as a servant who lacked good spiritual performance and lived their life in a manner that was not pleasing to Him. In that coming day, we will stand condemned as an unprofitable servant who was busy serving their fleshly lusts and living life according to their own desires and wishes.

Revelation 22:12

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”

This verse teaches us that Jesus will return in a sudden manner. He will not tarry as we say many times. When Jesus decides to return, He will do it quickly or without any kind of delay. This is why we need to be a faithful servant of the Lord, who is living for Him in these last days. When Jesus returns, we will be rewarded accordingly. This means that we will be given reward “according” to the manner of life, which we have lived before the Lord. It also means that we will be rewarded “according” to the kind, motive and amount of work, which we have accomplished for God.

1 Corinthians 3:12-15

“Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss (the loss of reward): but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”

This well-known scripture passage explains what will transpire at this final examination. It may have a special reference to the teachers of the Word of God and how Christ will try the teachings that they have taught people. The Bible says that teachers will receive a stricter judgment in this day (James 3:1). However, the Lord will not only try the lives of those who teach God’s Word. He will also try or test all of our lives as believers in connection with how we have lived. 

Teachers need to teach Bible truth, but all believers need to live out the truth of the Bible in their every day lives.

The fire of God’s omniscience will test all the works of our lives, both the good and the bad. When the Bible talks about what “sort” the work will be that is tested, it has reference to the quality of the work. We want to always talk about quantity today, but God is more interested in quality! What kind of work have we accomplished for the Lord that is really holy, righteous, Biblically based and done out of a right motive or heart. 

The quality of these holy works, which we have done solely for the Lord and His glory, will abide or last. The believer will receive a reward for these works. However, the quality of works that are unbiblical, sinful, fleshly, and for the glory of man, will be burned up. In the end, the believer will suffer the loss of reward because of these works. This again means that they will lose reward which they otherwise could have had in this day, if they would not have been so self centered and carnal.

There is much reward to lose in this coming judgment day. To be sure, we will never lose the salvation that Jesus has eternally promised us (John 3:16, 36, 10:28). When passing through the fire of His judgment, which Jesus will bring upon our whole life, we will suffer only the loss of reward. 

“…saved; yet so as by (through) fire”

There are those who interpret this to mean that carnal believers will just slip into Heaven and barely be saved from Hell through the process of this judgment. I find that interpretation a total misunderstanding of God’s eternal and complete forgiveness, which He grants to the believer (Eph. 1:7, Col. 1:14, Heb. 10:17). No believer will just barely slip into Heaven. This judgment is not a judgment to determine who will get into Heaven on the basis of their earthly performance. We are not working to be accepted by God. We are only saved by God’s grace and not our performance of works or manner of living (Eph. 2:8-9).

Furthermore, those who interpret this passage in such a manner as this do not really comprehend what is taking place at this future judgment. The fire here is not talking about the fire of Hell. It no doubt has reference to the fire of God’s omniscience, which will be able to penetrate and distinguish between the different kinds of works. 

In reality, every believer will have plenty of carnal works that will have to be burned up and removed. Every child of God will pass through the same fire and experience the removal of carnal works in ratio to their godly works that will last. 

Granted, those believers who have lived much more for their own flesh and profit in life, will experience a greater loss then others, who have tried to concentrate on living faithfully and dedicated to the Lord. However, all of us will pass through the same fire and will experience a certain loss of reward in this day. 

Every believer will pictorially (by picture) be like a stick burning in a fire, which is suddenly snatched out and saved. This picture is only used to illustrate how we will pass through God’s fiery judgment upon our works. It is not intended to convey how we will somehow just escape through the fires of Hell and be rescued from the eternal burnings. Do not make more of a picture then God makes of it.

Only those worthy or holy works represented as gold, silver and precious stones will remain after we pass through the fire. The worthless and fleshly works represented by the wood, hay and stubble will not produce any reward for our lives. They will be eliminated.

Evil, sinful and fleshly works will not last. They will be burned up like wood, hay and old corn stalks (1 Cor. 3:13). The gems will last, but the junk will burn to ashes. Only our godly living and work that we do for the Lord out of a right motive, will stand the test of His fiery eyes (1 Cor. 3:14).

What will be left on your pile of works after it has been torched by the fire of God’s omniscience?

The believer should learn to keep short accounts with God and keep an eye on the sky, expecting the Lord to return at any moment of any day. As we live in the light of His imminent return, we will seek to keep our lives pure and clean before the Savior, so as to receive greater reward in this day.

1 John 3:3

“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

A little first-grader beamed with satisfaction about a spelling test on which his teacher had written a large "100--Good work!" The boy said, "I want to show this to Dad and Mother because I know it will please them."  We can just see him riding home on the bus, hardly able to wait for that moment when his parents would express their excitement for how well he had done.  His desire to make Dad and Mom happy was obviously a very important motivating factor in his life. 

May we as believers want to do well in this life. May we have the same desire and motivation to please Christ at this future Judgment Seat.  We should want to make Him happy in that day when we are examined as His servant.

2 Corinthians 5:9-10

“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted (well pleasing) of him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”
George Whitefield wanted to have a series of words placed on his tombstone when he died. He wanted these words to serve as a constant reminder to all believers of their coming final examination.

“Here lies George Whitefield;

What sort of man he was

The great day will discover”

Only the Judgment Seat of Christ will reveal what kind of servant we have really been for the Lord. In that day, the gaze of Christ’s fiery eyes will reveal to our own lives what kind of servant we have been. Likewise, the final outcome of our service for the Lord and the life we have lived for the Lord will be displayed to all of Heaven. Our sins will not be unfolded to all of Heaven. However, the Lord Jesus will in some way recognize those believers, who have faithfully served Him on earth.

Matthew 10:32

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.”
Luke 12:8

“Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:”
I take this to mean that Jesus will in some fashion, openly honor faithful believers before the presence of the Father and the angels in Heaven. There will be an open recognition of the faithful service of believers who were an active witness and testimony for the Lord while on earth. Likewise, the degree of reward we receive will be outwardly displayed to all of Heaven by the way we will reflect Christ’s radiant glory from our own body.

There is a day coming when recognition, honor and reward will be properly distributed among God’s people!  Little reward here may mean great reward in that future day. God is going to give us His own pay by and by.

God’s Pay

Who does God’s work will get God’s pay,
However long may seem the day,

However weary be the way;

Though powers and princes thunder “Nay,”

Who does God’s work will get God’s pay.

He does not pay as others pay,

In gold or land or raiment gay;

In goods that vanish and decay;

But God in wisdom knows a way,

And that is sure, let come what may,

Who does God’s work will get God’s pay.

The Lord Jesus will reward and honor all of us according to how we have lived and what we have done for Him, while living upon planet earth. 

Remember that the Lord is viewing what kind of life you are living today. He is making a record of your life as a servant for that future day of judgment and reward. The Lord knows the kind of life we are all living and how much work we are really accomplishing for Him. 

“The eyes of God are upon me. He sees everything I do!”

Hebrews 4:13 says:

“Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 
The old Negro said:

“My Lord is constantly writin all the time!”

What kind of life is He recording about you today?
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