The Glory of a Woman

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

There is the story of a woman who, early one morning, made a mad dash out of the house when she heard the garbage truck pulling away. She was still in her bathrobe. Her hair was wrapped in big curlers. Her face was covered with sticky cream. She was wearing a chin-strap and a beat-up old pair of slippers. In short, she was a frightful picture. When she reached the sidewalk, she called out, "Am I too late for the garbage?" And the reply came back, "No, hop right in."

In today’s message we want to speak about the glory of a woman. Many times when we think of the glory or the beauty of a woman, we only think of the outward picture. But as we will see today, the glory of a woman pertains to much more than just the outward looks. The Bible reveals to us what a beautiful woman really is and how her beauty is outwardly expressed to the husband and her family. God is looking for beautiful women today!

When we speak of the glory of a woman we are talking about her resplendent beauty and magnificence or excellence as a woman. We are speaking about the crowning honor and adoring praise of a woman’s life. The term “glory” (doxa) can refer to something that is full of splendor and radiant beauty even as the heavenly bodies shine in their glory or magnificent splendor and brilliance (1 Cor. 15:41). This term can point to the majestic beauty and excellency of something. As we will see, the true glory or beauty of a woman is manifested in her life, as she follows her design for womanhood or the way that God made her as a woman. Her splendor and beauty is displayed as she lives in the manner that God has intended her to live.  

The glory or beauty of a woman involves three areas:

a. There is the beauty of a woman living to serve her husband

(creative design).

Genesis 2:18 says:

“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.” 

It’s interesting to read that, up to this point, we hear God saying that everything which He had created and done was good (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). But when God looks down and sees Adam walking among the animals He realizes that this was not yet a good or complete set up for the male human being which He has created (“It is not good that the man should be alone”). Only after the woman was created for the man could God conclude that what He had done was good (see Genesis 1:26-31).  

Genesis 2:20 reveals:

“And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.” 

As Christian women today, you need to ask God to help you look at these verses with fresh eyes and a new interest so that you might rediscover the true beauty of a woman. You manifest your beauty or magnificent glory and splendor as a woman by following your creative design. We must understand that the true beauty of a woman revolves around her creative design by God. The Hebrew word for “meet” means to be a “counterpart” like man. All the animals were created male and female (Gen. 6:19) but man had no female counterpart or equal comparable to him. Adam looked at the giraffe and said, “This will never work!” He looked at a fish swimming in the water and said, “God, I can’t start a conversation with this dolphin.” 

We must understand that the woman was created as a person or human being that would first of all be like or comparable to Adam. She would be his counterpart or equal representing his same human likeness so that the two could interact as human beings and have a relationship unlike Adam could have with the lower animals. So the thought connected to the meaning of this word “meet” deals with the creation of a similar kind of life that could interact with the man God first created. Eve would become man’s creative counterpart, which he could live with and have a relationship with on a human level. It would be a relationship much higher than the animal level. Eve would be someone who is equal to Adam or corresponding to him on a human level. She would be another human being who could communicate with Adam and who Adam could find companionship with. 

Genesis 2:21 

“And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof.” 

The beloved Matthew Henry wrote:

“The woman was formed out of man-not out of his head to rule over him; not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him; but out of his side to be his equal, from beneath his arm to be protected, and from near his heart to be loved.” 

The woman was created as an equal to man on the human level. She was to be like man, unlike the animal world, and she was created to have a human relationship with man. She was to become a human companion to him and for him on every level. What a wondrous design God created for Adam. Eve was created from Adam’s side to indicate that she was an equally created human being who would now serve by His side and become his constant human companion and helper in life. Eve’s creation from the side of Adam indicates equality on the human level of creation. It also indicates that the woman was created by God to become a companion for Adam. She was designed to stand by her man and become his helper or aid in life. I’m sure when Adam awoke from God’s divine anesthesia that the first thing he saw was Eve standing before him. And the Bible does not record it but I would like to think that Adam said, “Wow!  God, thank you! I owe you one.” Well, this beautiful bride for Adam was created from his side in order to become a helper for him. 

Genesis 2:22 

“And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.” 

At this first wedding service we see how God was the best man and He brought the woman to the Adam. The biblical marriage custom of presenting the bride to the groom is derived from the practice of God presenting Eve to Adam. Men, when you see that beautiful bride walking down the isle at your wedding holding the arm of her father, you can be assured that there is another father, the heavenly Father, presenting a wife to you which is to become your constant companion and helper in life. This beautiful act of God presenting Eve to Adam expresses the truth that the woman was created for the man specifically. In essence, God was saying, “I’m bringing this woman to you, Adam, so that she can become your wife and companion. I’m bringing her to you so that you can enjoy her for a lifetime and so she can serve you all the days of her life as your own personal companion.”
 

The word “help” in Genesis 2:18 and 20 carries with it the idea of an “aid” and suggests that God created the woman and brought her to the man in order for the woman to become an aid or helper for the man. She was to be a corresponding human being (“meet”) who was designed to be a helper to meet the needs of Adam her husband (“help”). She was created literally as a “help fit” for man. Thus, when the Bible speaks of the combined words “help meet” it suggests the idea of a corresponding human helper creatively designed by God to meet the needs of her husband. She would be a helper fit for the man who would stand by his side and become his personal attendant or assistant in life! What a different message women’s lib is promoting today. This is why we must return to Genesis in these days of confusion and once again understand what God’s creative design and role was for the woman. 

The woman was designed by God to be a helping companion for her man in every way. This is the beauty of a woman’s design. She was created by God to aid or assist the man in any way that might help him. In essence, man was created with a need and the woman was created by God to fulfil that need. This should be the all-consuming desire of a woman toward her man today. She should strive to follow her creative design and purpose for life instead of becoming sidetracked into other areas of life. The woman’s main focus in life is designed to revolve around her husband in every way. This should be her highest ambition in life and her most sought after goal. When a woman loses focus of her creative design she begins to lose focus of her real purpose in life and fails to manifest her glory or magnificent beauty and excellence as a woman created for a man.  

Many women today become married and have various goals such as to maintain a job and keep their independence. They strive to fulfill their dreams and sadly forget about their number one creative purpose in life, which is to meet the needs of their husbands. A man needs a wife who is a help to him and not a hindrance to him in any way. She was designed to be a helper to the man in every area and phase of his life. She was designed to live for her husband, please him and follow him throughout life. 

The glory of a woman is manifested when she becomes the kind of helper that her man needs in life. A man needs all kinds of help! That should give you ladies something to talk about after the service! A man does need help. He needs physical help (sexual fulfillment) and mental help (mental encouragement), domestic help (home needs) and even spiritual help, which can be demonstrated by a godly wife who is praying for her husband on a consistent basis and helping to raise the children in a spiritual manner. Men, lets face it. We need all kinds of help! That is why God gave us a helper! And the woman is God’s perfect design of beauty to help the man in every area in life where he struggles and has needs. 

A woman will help a man by satisfying his natural physical desires and drives in life. This is something that no other animal could do for Adam. 

Genesis 2:24 

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” 

The Hebrew word “cleave” speaks of clinging to, joining to, staying close to or sticking with. It was used of the monogamous sexual or physical relationship between a man and wife. It suggests the man’s need to be fulfilled physically in life and the marriage relationship. One focus of the wife should be to richly satisfy her man in this area of sex. 

Proverbs 5:18-19 

“Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth. Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love.” 

The woman, as a wife, must through prayer and study of the Scripture, realize that God has designed her as a sexual being to communicate her love to her man by meeting his physical drives and needs. Christian women must not think of themselves as a sex object but as a suitable companion that God has brought to their husband to meet his physical needs.    

I am sick and tired of how the world today has polluted the marital gift of sex. Sex has become a dirty word and it seems that we must think of physical expression in the marriage relationship as something that is dirty or worldly. Hollywood, the playboy philosophy and the corrupt Internet sites promoting pornography have glamorized sex outside of marriage and made it become something that is dirty and crude. But God’s Word tells us that He has created sex and we need to get the proper biblical perspective on this subject. The world certainly does not have the right perspective. They want to live together today and try marriage and the marriage physical relationship. God calls this “adultery” and it is still a sin of the worst sort. On the other hand, sex is a gift in the marriage relationship. 

Hebrews 13:4 says:

“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.” 

God has instituted marriage and the bed of sexual ecstasy or fulfillment in the marriage relationship. Hollywood did not invent sex. God invented sex! Outside of marriage sex is sinful. But inside the marriage bond it becomes a beautiful gift whereby the woman, who fulfills her creative role, can express herself to her man in an open and wonderful way. Ladies, God has created you to be the man’s helper in this way. Your man needs help in this area of physical fulfillment. He needs a wife who is willing to become the kind of lover that God created her to be so that she can fulfill her man’s physical needs in life. And in such a sex-crazed world in which we live, when men are bombarded with sexual temptation on every side, it becomes the man’s joy and delight to find complete physical fulfillment in his wife. The glory of a woman is manifested, when as a creative lover, she gives herself to her man wholeheartedly and without reservation. 

The Shulamite in the Song of Solomon was aware that God created her as a sexual or physical being and she found how wonderful it was to openly express herself to her husband within the marriage relationship. 

Song 1:2 

“Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine.” 

Song 4:16 

“Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits.” 

These are expressions of the physical relationship in the marriage. This woman realized her creative design to meet the physical needs of her husband and opened herself up to the sexual woman that God created her to be. She wanted to be the creative lover to her husband that God designed her to be. 

Song 7:10-12 

“I am my beloved's, and his desire is toward me. Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards; let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth: there will I give thee my loves.” 

As a wife, you must give yourself the permission to be a sensuous woman in the marriage relationship. Like Eve, God has brought you to your man to fulfill this great physical need in his life. As a wife, when you choose to unconditionally love your husband in this way, you not only honor God but also make your husband’s life fulfilled and content in the physical realm. Ladies, being godly means to have a godly attitude toward the Scriptures and what God wants you to be and do in life. And part of your godly attitude and godly living involves giving your body to your husband. This is God’s creative design or role for your life. God wants you to focus on your husband and meet his physical needs. Your goal in life should be to minister to your husband. 

Now some of you ladies might be accusing me of being a greedy male chauvinist. But this subtle feministic mindset and attitude which has crept into the church today actually takes the beauty out of God’s creative design for the woman. It also neglects the Word of God and replaces truth with the feministic ideas and conclusions of our modern society. Ladies, God has made you a “help meet” for your husband. And your husband needs a helper in life. He longs to have you meet his physical needs in life. Christian women, who believe what the Bible says, must constantly keep God’s perspective on this matter. You may need to reprogram your mind and once again rededicate yourself to God’s creative purpose for your life so that you can become all that God wants you to be for your husband. 

As a “help meet” in life a woman will also aid her man by becoming what someone has called a domestic engineer. In other words, she will become a domestic housewife fulfilling those needed home duties that will help the man to function (Titus 2:5). Her home responsibilities become a revelation of her glory and beauty as she fulfills her creative role to be a helper for the man (1Timothy 5:14). The wife will also help the man to accomplish his goals in life instead of her own. She will want the man to excel in what he does and assist him in any way that she can. She will also help a man by encouraging him and praying for him when he struggles in life or when he becomes discouraged. She will help her man by becoming everything to her man that he needs to have in order to function, excel and find fulfillment in life. 

Proverbs 31:10-12 

“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.” 

This “virtuous” or industrious woman is fulfilling her creative design when she stands by the side of her husband and meets his needs. She is seen meeting his domestic needs by supplying food on the table and providing the necessary home life that a husband needs to be able to function in life. This woman is seen to be there for her husband in every way and is willing to reach out in any way possible to make his life easier. 

Proverbs 31:27 

“She looketh well to the ways of her household (not his household), and eateth not the bread of idleness.” 

When the woman performs her domestic duties effectively, this in return helps the husband to perform his own secular duties more effectively. He will be able to excel in his own job and work. 

Proverbs 31:23 

“Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.” 

When the woman finds her God-given role within the home setting, it’s then that the man can become known as one who excels in his own job. This is actually a credit to the wife who is fulfilling her own creative role in the home. Her life should revolve around his life so that he might move forward and excel in whatever he does. This is a very beautiful picture of the woman who understands her creative design and wants to be the man’s helpful companion in life. And this woman is compared to rubies because she is beautiful and priceless to him!  

In this Proverb picture of wisdom we see how God wants the glory or the beauty of a woman to be expressed as she meets the domestic needs of the man. God has created the woman for the man and this is clearly seen not only when she meets his physical needs but also his common domestic needs in life. 

Some women work at changing a man, and when they have changed him, they don't like him. Many times the woman needs to simply meet the man where he is at in life and seek to fulfill his needs. This is the creative beauty of a woman. And unless a man is totally selfish he will respond favorably to any woman who reaches out to him in this way. He will reward her with praises and blessings in life because of her loving companionship. 

1 Corinthians 11:9 reiterates the Genesis principle:

“Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.” 

Every woman must remember this. Paul goes back to Genesis or the beginning to remind the women in Corinth about God’s creative design. When they lose sight of God’s true purpose for their existence and God’s highest goal for their life, it’s then that fireworks begin to happen in a marriage relationship. Roles become distorted and chaos can easily abound. The woman was created for the benefit of the husband. She was designed by God to be an aid to him in every way possible. A woman should not lose sight of why God created her. If she does, then the marriage relationship will become strained and out of sync. This is true for the new marriage as well as the marriage of many years. 

Over the years a woman may be tempted to lose her creative focus in life and begin to strive to live independent of her husband. But she must continually remember where the true beauty of a woman resides!  As a woman she was created for the man’s benefit. Ladies, that may sound selfish to you but God said this is the reason why He created you. Never lose sight of this fact in light of the modern feminism of our day and the push for women to strive for independence and freedom from relationships and responsibilities in the home. This simply is not Biblical. 

Genesis 2:22 once again reads:

“And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.” 

Merril F. Unger wrote:

“What beauty and dignity are accorded woman in this account! No casual or hasty production of nature, she was finished result of the labor and skill of the divine Artificer.”

The lovely truth that says God “brought her unto the man” indicates that although she is equal in creation there was not to be an equal purpose in creative roles. She was brought unto the man to be his helper as God had said. The man was not specifically designed to be her helper. The woman was designed to be his helper. The woman was brought unto the man to live for the man. This is her creative design. And when a woman begins to move away from this design in the marriage relationship there is chaos, disorder and dissatisfaction. 

Ladies, where is your heart these days? And in what ways have you been helping your husband? Has he been looking for your help in some specific area of life? Are you willing to give your life for his? In what ways can you fulfill your creative purpose in your present marriage? What does your husband need that you may not be giving to him? It might be more domestic help in the home. Do you wash his cloth for him and make sure that a good meal is on the table for him at the end of the day? You might need to give him some added encouragement since he may be discouraged about the way his job is going at the present time. Is there some specific help that your husband needs for his present journey in life? It might be greater physical fulfillment in the marriage relationship. Have you asked him about this matter of physical fulfillment? You may need to open up your heart and life to the sexual woman that God created you to be for your husband. Perhaps your husband needs the spiritual assistance of prayer as he seeks to God’s will. Ladies, do you really stand by your husband in prayer? Whatever it is ladies, God expects you to help your husband as his God-given companion in life. Help is the adjective that describes the woman’s existence! 

Perhaps you need to start praying in a new way as a wife. Maybe you need to pray that you will be the kind of beautiful woman that God has designed you to be. You can pray that you will be open to God’s purpose for your life and that you will start opening yourself up to become the kind of woman God created you to be as a physically lover, domestic helper and constant companion or friend to your husband. Remind yourself that when your earthly father brought you down the isle to give you away to your man that there was also a heavenly Father walking you down the isle ready to give you away “unto the man” (Genesis 2:22). God brought you unto your man so that you might stand by his side as his constant helper and aid in life! That is beautiful! And the heavenly Father expects you to become the woman that He has created and designed you to be for the man of your dreams. 

Ladies, stand by your man! Stand by him in the thick and thin of life. Stand by him in the ups and downs of life. Stand by him and be his helper and satisfy his deepest longings and those needs, which may seem small to you, but rather large to him. Don’t miss the real purpose for your existence! God wants you to be a constant aid to him and not become a hindrance to him. Your beauty is found in following God’s creative design and purpose for your life as a woman. Your glory, beauty or excellence as a woman is outwardly manifested when you follow God’s creative role for your life.  However, because of the old nature, women within the marriage relationship will attempt to live independent of God’s design.  There is a hint of this in what God said would take place following the curse. 

Genesis 3:16 

“Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.” 

The wording “thy desire shall be to thy husband” has been interpreted various ways. But the clue for interpreting it properly lies in the Hebrew construction and the parallel usage in Genesis 4:7, where sin is personified as having the desire to rule over our lives. So here in Genesis 3:16, the woman’s desire will actually be against her husband and his leadership. As a result of the curse, she will not willingly submit to his rule. The third curse may actually be a promise in disguise; for God has said “he shall rule over thee.” In other words, in spite of the sin nature working against God’s creative design for the woman, God’s marriage roles can still be worked out. 

We certainly live in a day and age when it is obvious that many women are expressing their desire to go against their husbands. But God has a different message then women’s lib. We must start listening to God’s voice today instead of the voice of a world that is spiritually deprived of God’s mind. In any event, because of the Edenic fall and the subsequent curse, the woman would possess the inherited fallen desire, created from the old nature, to turn away from the man’s leadership and her service toward him. The fallen desire, generated from the old nature, would push the woman to rule over her husband and result in the woman wanting the man to primarily serve her and meet her needs and goals in life. And this would mean a reversal of the roles and God’s divine design. Instead of following the man’s leadership and serving the man as a helper, the woman’s old nature would drive her to do as she pleases and ignore not only the leadership of the man but also his primary needs in life. She will, by the dictates of the old nature, seek to live for herself instead of the man. But God has clearly revealed His purpose and glory for her life. It is to live for the man completely and unreservedly. It is to open her heart and life to him and strive to be all that she can be for her man. When a woman struggles with this creative design it’s because she has becoming selfish and self-centered. Thus, she needs to once again become husband-centered in life in order to restore harmony and sweetness to the marriage relationship. 

It’s rather obvious that women of today, who follow the warped standards of our society, can very easily seek satisfaction outside this creative purpose for their lives. They attempt to build a world around their own jobs in life and live for themselves and ignore their husbands needs and leadership. They begin striving for their own goals in life and forget about living for their man in life and becoming the kind of helper that he needs. And when a woman who wants to live godly does this, she will ultimately become twisted inside and feel empty in life because she is no longer striving to accomplish God’s number one purpose for her existence. In her search for satisfaction and significance outside the marriage role of being a true “help meet” for her husband, she paradoxically will discover a life of dissatisfaction and emptiness. This is because there is no satisfaction in forsaking God’s role and design for womanhood. Ladies, stand by your man! Give him the best that you have and honor God’s creative role for your life. God wants you to be a beautiful woman following His design for your life. There is something beautiful about the way God took Eve by the arm and brought her to Adam and said, “There she is Adam, she is all yours!” 

Proverbs 31:12 

“She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life.” 

The woman’s role as a “help meet” highlights the true glory or beauty of a woman. The beauty of a woman is manifested when she acts like a woman and gives her life to her man. A woman by creative design is the man’s helper and only when she practices this role can she manifest the true beauty of a woman.

In Miami, Florida, women’s liberation advocate Roxey Bolton asked National Hurricane Center Director Dr. Robert H. Simpson to stop the use of women’s names for designating hurricanes. Mrs. Bolton says names of United States senators should be used as they delight in having things named after them! For once I must agree with the women’s lib movement on this point. Ladies, it is not right that hurricanes were named after women. Do you know why? It’s because if women are depicted as a hurricane force toward their husbands, within the marriage relationship, then they will not become what God intended them to be in the marriage relationship – a “help meet.” They will neglect the creative design that God wants them to fulfill and fail to manifest their glory in the marriage relationship. 

Ladies, God does not want you to be a hurricane of gale force winds blowing against your husband’s life. God does not want you to be a hurricane! He wants you to be a “help meet.”  Men are not looking for hurricane wives. They are looking for their helper, which was brought down the isle by God the Father and placed in their arm, to signify that this woman was to stand by his side forever as his constant aid and helping companion in life. Instead of being a hurricane toward your husband, which brings disruption into his life, God wants you to become a gentle cool breeze blowing upon his life, a gentle breeze that will refresh and enhance his life. It’s only then that you will become a beautiful woman. God is looking for beautiful women. 

The glory or beauty of a woman involves three areas:
a. There is the beauty of a woman living to serve her husband 

     (creative design).

b. There is the beauty of a woman living in submission to her husband  (marital roles).

Someone has said:

“Women's lib is Adam's rib and Satan's fib."

There he stands, G.I. Joe, ultimate tough guy, dressed to kill in Army fatigues, with a machine gun and hand grenades at his side. And when he speaks he says: "Want to go shopping?" That's what happens when you switch the voice boxes on G.I. Joe and Barbie dolls, which the BLO--Barbie Liberation Organization did - in past years. The BLO claims that Barbie teaches passivity in girls (submission without resistance) and that G.I. Joe teaches boys to act violently. So they made some changes to make their point. The modified G.I. Joes said stuff like, "I like school. Don't you?" And the altered Barbies said, in Joe's macho voice, "Dead men tell no lies." 

We live in a strange world today where God’s roles for the marriage and His creative designs for womanhood are being mocked and forsaken. As Christian women, I challenge you to take heart in God’s eternal truth for your life and mold your life to God’s Word and His will. Following God’s role for your life will produce eternal reward and blessing for you (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). Yielding our bodies to God’s purposes for our lives will result in great eternal dividends. The beautiful woman lives for the future as she fulfils her creative role in the marriage.   

We must remember that submission in the marriage relationship does not destroy the equality of the sexes. Both Adam and Eve were created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27) and both were on the same human level possessing intelligence far above the lower beasts. Both were created with the same capacity to worship God and commune with the Creator. There is equality in the sexes. The fundamental teaching of the Bible does not deny this. The problem with the feminist movement of today is that they want to ignore and obliterate the roles within the marriage relationship. Their aim is to restructure homes and society on the basis that men and women have equal roles in a marriage unit. We must understand that there is equality in human creation but there has never been equality in marital roles. There is a clear chain of authority given in the Bible for the family institution. And this chain exists not because men are superior to women in any way but simply because God instituted it for functional design within the home.  

1 Peter 3:1-6 

“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning (beauty) let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands: Even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement.” 

This passage portrays the beauty of a woman in connection with her inward submissive spirit toward her husband. The word “adorning” (Greek – “kosmos”) means her design of beauty or attractiveness which these husbands will see in their wives. The sense is, “Make sure your primary beauty is found in your heart and not merely in your clothes and jewelry.” These verses should not be twisted to condemn the use of cosmetics or jewelry. If this were the case, then Peter forbid women to wear apparel or clothing! Peter is obviously warning against excess outward adorning or what we might call overdoing a good thing – the excess braiding of hair, excess wearing of jewelry or extravagant clothing. Peter did not state that women should not wear jewelry and nice clothes, but that Christian wives should not think of outer attire as the source of genuine beauty.

Of course, this does not mean that a wife should neglect herself and not try to be up-to-date in her apparel. The industrious woman of Proverbs chapter thirty-one was aware of how she looked or presented herself before her husband. 

Proverbs 31:22 

“She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing is silk and purple (beautiful or attractive).” 

Any husband is proud of a wife who is attractive and keeps herself outwardly beautiful for him to gaze upon. I have never known a man who wanted an ugly duckling for a wife! And as a woman seeks to serve the man and give herself fully to him she will find it her loving privilege to keep herself attractive for her man. She has this inbred trait or desire to keep herself beautiful for her man. This is something God has built into a woman. Nevertheless, Peter’s text simply means that a woman is not to major on being a fashion star just to keep up with the world or crowd. These verses merely emphasize that, as far as God is concerned, it is more important to have a meek and quiet spirit then possessing an elaborate outward display of beauty. They simply convey what is most important to God. The inward beauty of the heart is more important than the outward beauty of the body. Peter is saying that in order to become a beautiful woman you must learn to be beautiful on the inside. The glory of a woman is found on the inside of her heart – “the hidden man of the heart”. 

This “hidden man of the heart” refers to the true inner self of a woman, which is her unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit. This kind of adornment of the inner spirit is of great worth (“great price”) in God’s sight. While the world prizes costly clothing and gold jewelry, a woman with a gentle and quiet spirit is beautiful and charming to God. Peter is talking about cultivating a spiritual beauty of the inner life.
But what is a meek (“humble”) and quiet (“peaceful”) spirit? It is that inward heart attitude of the beautiful woman who places herself under her husband’s authority within the marriage relationship. It is an inward humble decision to peacefully submit to the leadership of the man and follow your role as a submissive wife. According to Peter, this is a thing of beauty. This is something that is truly beautiful and expresses the true glory of a woman. When a woman has God’s beauty – a meek and quiet spirit – she isn’t threatening to those around her. Here is beauty that never decays, even when the outward body does. And this beauty is precious or of “great price” not only to her husband, but also to God.
F. B. Meyer notes: 

“Plenty are there whose outward body is richly decked, but whose inner being is clothed in rags; whilst others, whose garments are worn and threadbare, are all glorious within.” 

Outward glamour is corruptible and decays or fades with time. But true beauty from the heart grows more wonderful as the years pass. A Christian woman who cultivates the beauty of the inner person will not have to depend on cheap externals. True beauty is not purchased in a store with a charge card. It’s found on the inside of a woman’s heart when her inner self humbly and peaceably follows God’s design for her life, which is submission. This tells us that godly submission begins on the inside before it will ever translate to the outside marital relationship. 

Someone once said:

“A young beautiful woman on the outside is the act of nature but a beautiful old lady on the inside is a work of art.”

Sarah is a good Old Testament illustration of a submissive wife who was first submissive on the inside of her heart. 

1 Peter 3:5 

“For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own husbands.” 

This account takes us back to Genesis 18:12 where we read that Sarah said this “within herself.” She did not go around and make a loud profession of submission to Abraham by publicly calling him lord. Rather, in her inward life and heart, she recognized him as her head, and this recognition was displayed by her outward actions of submission. You see, submission begins on the inside before it can ever get to the outside! 

Jill Briscoe said:

“In that moment as a new believer, I believe I stumbled on an important truth of what submission isn't. Submission isn't sitting down on the outside while you're standing up on the inside.”

Ladies, your true glory is not found in a bottle of perfume or your closet full of clothing. It is found on the inside of your heart when you can in humility and quietness submit to your husband’s spiritual leadership and decisions and become the woman of glory or beauty that God wants you to be. Ladies, God has promised to help you in this area of submission with the filling of the Holy Spirit. In fact, before Paul gives the command in Ephesians 5:22 for the wives to submit to their own husbands, he mentions about the filling or control of the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 5:18 

“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.” 

Inward submission begins by the inward control of the Holy Spirit upon your life. And what a wonderful blessing it is to see marriages where the roles are not reversed and where godly women are humbly and peaceably submitting within their hearts to God’s role and design for the marriage relationship. This will translate into a marriage where God is honored and where the marriage is a thing of beauty to God. 

Let us not forget what 1 Peter 3:4 says about the act of submission:

“… which is in the sight of God of great price.”

The charm and beauty (“adorning”) of a woman in her role of submission to her husband is a sight of beauty before the Lord. And God highly values this act of submission. God sees your submission as a woman as something of infinite value or worth. God is watching you live your life of submission toward your own husband. What does He see? Does He see you as a wife of radiant glory and beauty because you have committed yourself to His plan of submission? God is still looking for beautiful women! Are you a beautiful woman in God’s eyes and of immeasurable worth to Him because of your godly testimony as a submissive wife? Some women think jewels are precious but God considers precious the jewel of a gentle and quiet spirit of submission. 

As a woman and wife you might ask yourself these basic questions. Have I been filled or controlled by the Spirit so that I can practice loving and humble submission? What areas of submission must I work on in my relationship with my husband? Am I going to be committed to being a submissive example to my husband even if he is unsaved (1 Peter 3:1-2)? What patterns must I change in my life in order to demonstrate this inward submissive attitude of humbleness and quietness before my husband? Must I stop trying to be the spiritual leader? Must I stop rebelling against what my husband suggests and thinks is important for the family? Must I begin to reprogram my mind about what is important and priceless to God? Must I recommit and rededicate myself to this wonderful plan and once again open my heart to my husband? Must I remember that God is watching me live the submissive life? What steps must I take to bring me back to this place where I need to be? How can I become a beautiful woman before my husband and the Lord? 

A cartoon some time ago was created where a preacher had prepared the pulpit area like a fortress. He was peering through the crack of a machine gun nest. The caption read, "Today my text is 1 Peter 3:1, “Wives submit to your husbands.” Well, women of the Word and godly women who want to please God should not become all bent out of shape at God’s plan for submission. And preachers should not have to fear gunfire or reprisal coming from the women of the church who are interested in following God’s will for their lives. Beautiful women will not respond negatively to God’s plan for their lives. This is because beautiful women are submissive women.

The glory or beauty of a woman involves three areas:

a. There is the beauty of a woman living to serve her husband 

     (creative design).

b. There is the beauty of a woman living in submission to her husband  (marital roles).

c. There is the beauty of a woman living to display her womanhood before her husband  (feminine distinctive).

Someone humorously said:

“The difference between a soldier and a woman is that one faces the powder--the other powders her face.”

Why do women enjoy doctoring themselves up with cosmetics and other beauty items for the body? I suppose it is just a womanly thing to do. Why don’t’ men paint their fingernails while women do? Maybe I need to recant what I have just said. Some men are painting their fingernails today but I’m not so sure that their elevator has come all the way to the top floor. Women naturally want to highlight their feminine beauty. If you have any doubts about the desire of women wanting to beautify themselves then just go to the department store and look at the section designed to enhance or accentuate a woman’s beauty or attractiveness. They have all kinds of make up and other beauty gadgets ranging from A to Z.   

Webster defines femininity like this: “the quality of being feminine.” Isn’t that always helpful when we read a definition like this? Well, he goes on to define what he means: “womanliness; pertaining to or characteristic of women or girls: feminine attire; having qualities or characteristics traditionally ascribed to women, as sensitivity, delicacy, or prettiness; effeminate; womanish; belonging to the female sex; female. 

One of the sad marks of our society today is the unisex push where men want to look like women by wearing a woman’s traditionally accept jewelry such as necklaces, bracelets and earrings. We used to call men who did this kind of thing “fairies!” I’m sure you had a name for them in your own generation! Nevertheless, there is a serious push today to try and blend the sexes together in every way possible in order to rebel against God’s design, de-emphasize the distinction among the sexes and the God-ordained roles of marriage. 

Hair length is another way that the sexes are trying to promote the unisex philosophy of rebellion. Man simply wants to rebel against God’s design. The similar hair cuts and hair styles between men and women today are promoting the unisex philosophy of life and demoting God’s demand for a distinction among the sexes. Christian women today must be careful not to tailor their hair where it resembles a man’s hair length and tends to represent a man’s look. And ladies, don’t try to fool yourselves. God expects you to obey the sign of submission that He has given to represent His divine order. 

1 Corinthians 11:15 states:

“But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.” 

Here is another aspect of a woman’s glory or beauty. The Bible has something to say about the woman’s hair length. When Paul deals with the woman’s submission to the husband (her head) in 1 Corinthians 11:3, he also deals with the sign of that submission which is the woman’s natural hair length. However, there was an additional custom practiced in Corinth, which mandated that women should wear an additional artificial veil when in public. In Corinth, a woman’s artificial veil became an additional sign of her submission to her husband and her faithfulness to her husband in the marriage relationship. The artificial veil was also a general statement by all women of their submissive spirit to the church order that God had ordained for male leadership. The covering is symbolic, indicating the authority that exists above the woman which was the man. 

In Corinth, it was not uncommon for prostitutes to shave their heads signifying their availability to the men in the streets. In that day only a prostitute or a feminist would shave her head. If a Christian woman rejected the covering that symbolized her submission in that culture, she might as well have shaved her head like the prostitutes practiced (see vs. 6). In Jewish law, a woman proved guilty of adultery had her hair cut off (Num. 5:11–31). 

It would seem that some of the women at Corinth were stretching their liberty too far. They began to forget about local customs that shed light on a woman’s submission to her husband and their submission to local church authority, which was invested in the men (1 Cor. 14:34-35). The forsaking of the veil in Corinth became a double sign of rebellion against the husband’s leadership in the home and the God ordained church leadership that was invested in men. It would seem that a kind of feminist movement began to fester or smolder in Corinth as some of the women misunderstood about the true nature of Christian liberty. 

The point seems to be this. The man honors his Head (Christ) by being uncovered, while the woman honors her head (the man) by being covered. She is showing her submission both to her husband and ultimately to God and His plan for her life when she follows the local custom of Corinth. When she fails to be covered Paul says that local custom dictates that she shames or “dishonoureth her head” (vs. 5) which means she brings shame and disgrace upon her own husband specifically who is to be her spiritual head. By her refusal to wear a veil she is saying, in effect, that she does not recognize man’s God-given headship and will not submit to it. 

1 Corinthians 11:7 gives the reason why both the men and women should follow the customary procedures established in Corinth:

“For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is 

the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.” 

Man was created in the image of God in a way that women were not created in His image. Both were created in God’s image, yet man was uniquely created like God to be a ruler. The glory of man then refers to the honor, dignity and exalted position which God gave to man, when He placed man on the earth as God’s ruling representative, to exercise dominion over the earth. And Paul reasons that the man’s uncovered physical head is a silent witness to this God given ruling glory granted to him. When a man keeps his head uncovered in the church assemblies he is demonstrating the wonderful truth that God has given him the right to rule and be a leader both in the family unit as well as the church. But the women in Corinth were to honor the local custom and remain veiled in their public life and the church services. This is because the women were never given this place of authority or headship. And by wearing this sign of submission (the veil) they could publicly manifest their submission to God’s order and design within their homes and church life. The customary veil of Corinth was a beautiful outward expression of a woman’s life of submission to authority.

“For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is 

the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.” 

Paul goes on to say that the woman actually becomes “the glory of the man” or a person of honor and dignity – someone of beauty and delight. But this glory is only displayed when the woman clearly reveals the authority that man has over the world. And she does this by her own submissive example toward her husband and God’s divine order. In other words, a woman reveals the glory or honor of a man, who was designed by God to be a ruler, when she lovingly submits to the husband’s rule over her life and does so by wearing the sign of this submission – the artificial veil. The woman’s submissive example toward her husband in Corinth, through the wearing of a veil, sends a strong message to others that God has actually commissioned the man to rule – that God has given man this ruling glory of authority. Therefore, by the woman’s own submissiveness she paints the picture that God has given the right for man to rule. Only by her own submissive spirit can the man’s ruling glory become her glory. Through her submissive actions and customary veiling procedure in public, the woman actually becomes a reflection of the man’s ruling glory, which God gave to him in his creative design. The submissive woman reflects the ruling glory of man, who was created in God’s ruling image. So in one sense, there is a chain effect of revealing glory. Glory begins with God (the first chain link), is passed down to man (the second chain link), and then is reflected by women (the third chain link) who submit to the man’s authority. And this glory is once again a place of honor and splendor, which becomes a thing of beauty in God’s sight. Once again we see that the glory of a woman is found in her submissive role to the man. She reflects the man’s ruling glory as she follows the example of submission. Beautiful women are submissive women. 

So if a married woman abandoned this customary role to veil in Corinth, she also abandoned her glory (her own honor and dignity which was a thing of beauty) by refusing to reflect the man’s glory through her life. For Paul an uncovered woman’s head gave symbolic expression to a rebellious spirit within her heart concerning the headship of the man.

1 Corinthians 11:10 

“For this cause ought the woman to have power (a sign of symbolic authority) on her head because of the angels.” 

Paul reasons that the woman of Corinth should veil because the veil is a symbolic sign of power or “authority” on her head. This obviously means that the woman in Corinth should wear the symbol of the man’s authority over her life. It was a sign that she was submissive to God’s pattern and program for the marriage and even the church life. It was a public demonstration that let others know in Corinth that she was a feminine woman and not a feminist rejecting God’s divine order of submission. The veil also signified that a woman was not a promiscuous woman but one who was faithful to her husband. 

Paul goes on to talk about the angels (“because of the angels”). What did Paul mean by this statement? Obviously he was referring to the fact that angels are watching Christian women follow God’s submissive design for their lives. This is because angels are also submissive beings under authority and they are interested in the earthly affairs of church life which are related to submission. Angels are spectators of the church (1 Cor. 4:9; Eph. 3:10; 1 Tim. 5:21). The reasoning of Paul seems to be that Christian women are to set a good submissive example before those angels who are watching them. This is because angels are spirit beings that are also submissive servants to the Lord and are interested in the whole act of submission. In one sense, godly women who submit to their husbands set a good example for those angels who are also submissive beings. Ladies, angels are watching you live out your life of submission! I wonder if they have been witnessing a good example of submission as they see you living in the daily routine of home life and as you function in the church life? Are those curious angels seeing a good example of creaturely submission? Do they see you demonstrating godly submission toward your husband? What kind of testimony do you have before the angels? 

You may ask how all of this fits into the picture of a woman’s hair? Well, Paul is going to reason that a woman’s hair is a sufficient covering or veil for her sign of submission to authority. In a general way, it is true that nature gives women longer hair and men shorter hair. The Romans, Greeks, and Jews (except for the Nazarites) followed this custom. Nowhere does the Bible tell us how long our hair should be. It simply states that there ought to be a noticeable difference between the length of the men’s hair and the women’s hair so that there would be no confusion among the sexes. This principle eliminates the so-called “unisex” hairstyles going on today. It is shameful for the man to look like a woman or the woman to look like a man. And if you can’t tell what you are from the back then you have given into the unisex philosophy of today.

School had dismissed for the day. A couple of teenage sisters had slipped into their father’s office at the governor’s mansion. It was during the time when bobbed hair was becoming very fashionable for the young ladies. The southern governor did not want his girls to have bobbed hair to publicly demonstrate any kind of rebellion to God’s order. On this particular day, they were both pleading with him for permission. One of them came out with that often-used remark, “But father, everybody’s doing it.” The governor asked, “Whose daughters are you?” After hearing them acknowledge him, he said, “Sure. You are the daughters of the Governor. You do not follow the styles. You set the styles.” This must be true of the Christian women in the church today. They must not follow those hairstyles that promote the unisex philosophy and the feminist sign of rebellion. Their hair should remain of sufficient length to convey the clear message of submission to God’s ordered design in the marriage unit and church ministry. 

1 Corinthians 11:15 once again says:

“But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.” 

The woman’s long hair is her glory, and it is given to her “instead of a covering” (literal translation). In other words, if local custom does not dictate a head covering, her long hair can be the replacement for the artificial covering. I do not think Paul taught in this passage that all women in every culture must wear an artificial head covering like those women did in Corinth. I don’t believe that Paul is laying down an absolute law for women to wear artificial veils or coverings in all churches for all time. Paul asks us to “Judge in ourselves” if is fitting or proper for women to wear a head covering in public life and ministry (vs. 13). Does your cultural setting in life dictate this? In Corinth it was a custom that should be honored. And perhaps in your own church fellowship it might be a custom that should be honored. If local custom dictates you to do so then by all means honor that custom. But if there are those who seek to press their own cultural custom and norms upon the entire church, then Paul says that we should be quick to inform that person about God’s mind. We should inform them how none of the churches of God were given this custom directly from the Lord. Local custom is not a command of God. 
1 Corinthians 11:16 states:

“But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom (about women needing artificial veils), neither the churches of God.” 

Paul comes to this conclusion because God has given the natural veil of the woman as a sign of her submission to authority. There would be no need for the local custom of the artificial veil to override the natural veil (her hair) that God has given to women. Nevertheless, Paul did expect the woman to use her long hair as a natural covering so that she could maintain a symbol of her submission to her husband and ultimately to God’s divine order in the church and society in general. This is something that every woman can do by allowing her hair to remain ample or sufficient in length. A woman’s hair is the timeless and transcultural symbol that demonstrates her submission to her husband and to God’s general order of authority for church life and society. Her long hair is a statement of her inner submissive heart of humility and quietness that Peter talked about. A specific message or sign that she has placed herself under her husband’s leadership and is faithful to him as his wife. What a beautiful picture this is for every woman today in the church. Mark this down. The artificial veil was a custom but the natural veil that God gave to each woman becomes the transcultural sign of her submission to her husband and to male authority in the local church. That’s why Paul calls a woman’s long hair her glory or beauty. It’s because her life of submission is a thing of beauty to God. Furthermore, her hair marks her out as distinctly feminine in her appearance and separate from men. God wants a distinction in the sexes to prove that there is a distinction in marital roles. The feminist movement of today does not want this and is promoting short hair as a sign of rebellion against God’s divinely established order of headship and leadership within the home, the church and the nation. Women today want to rebel against God’s design and demonstrate their rebellious heart by their short hair length. 

Ladies, as Christians, God expects you to follow His design and sign for womanhood, which is long hair. It is a mark of your radiant beauty or glory. The glory and beauty of a woman is found in her long hair for it is that which marks her off as a feminine lady instead of a feminist lady and signifies that she is submissive to her husband and to God’s general order for submissiveness in church life and all of society. 

It’s interesting that the average physiology of a woman’s make up by God promotes her to have hair instead of going completely bald like men often do. And this woman’s creative design by God is reflected in most cultures in the custom of longer hair on women. And God has given her longer and lasting hair as a covering. In fact, her hair becomes an enduring sign of both her inward and outward beauty. 

The outward beauty and femininity that a Christian woman portrays by her hair length becomes a sign of her inner beauty of submissiveness to her husband and to God’s roles for marriage and church life. The feminine hair on a Christian woman, associated with the true church, marks her out as distinctly different then man. And this difference in looks, maintained by her natural head covering, demonstrates her submissive spirit to God’s divine order.  
God could not have given a more beautiful and enduring sign than this. How sad it is when Christian ladies in the church begin to ignore this God given beauty trait of a woman, which not only marks her off as a feminine lady, but also promotes God’s message of divine order in the marriage and church life. 

1 Corinthians 11:14-16 says:

“Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him? But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering. But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God.” 

Short hair on women is a sign of rebellion to God’s order even as long hair on men is a sign of rebellion to God’s order. A man’s long hair tells the story that he does not want Christ to be his spiritual Head or leader in life. And a woman’s short hair tells the story that she does not want to have her husband ruling over her as here head or leader. In a similar way, as wearing long hair shames a man, so wearing short hair shames a woman. This is the unchanging transcultural truth that we need to learn as God’s people today. 

Ladies, don’t cut away your glory and begin to follow the styles of men in your hair length. Of course, this does not mean you cannot cut your hair. But don’t allow the world’s standards to dictate how you look. Did you ever stop and think that the world’s standards just might not square up with God’s eternal truth and His desire for your life as woman? Remember that your brilliant glory and feminine beauty is found in your hair. Your hair becomes an outward sign of beauty that demonstrates your inward heart attitude toward God’s design for submission. God is still looking for beautiful women!  

Revelation 9:8 says:

“And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.” 

Even apocalyptic visions of the end-time reveal how women were to have longer hair then men! They always were known to wear their hair long as a sign of both outward feminine beauty which inevitably was to become a sign of their inward beauty of a submissive heart. 

Luke 7:37-38 reveals a tender scene in the Lord’s life:

“And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.” 

You will note that this woman had long enough hair so that she could wipe the feet of Jesus with this expensive ointment. And in one sense she was taking her hair, which was a sign of her humility and submission before God, and began wiping the very feet of God! This action was a sign of her repentance and faith in the Messiah to forgive her of her sins and save her soul. The longer hair on this woman became a beautiful expression of her humbleness and submissiveness before the Savior. 

Robert Falconer tells the story of his witnessing among destitute people in a certain city and of reading them the story of the woman who wiped Jesus' feet with her tears. While he was reading he heard a loud sob and looked up at a young, thin girl whose face was disfigured by smallpox. After he spoke a few words of encouragement to her, she said, "Will He ever come again, the One who forgave the woman? I have heard that He will come again. Will it be soon?" Falconer replied. After sobbing again uncontrollably, she said, "Sir, can't He wait a little while? My hair ain't long enough yet to wipe His feet."

We have been saying all along that God is still looking for beautiful women. And the true glory or beauty of a woman is displayed when she follows her creative design to stand by her husband, promote him and his goals, serve him and meet his needs in life. Her glory is demonstrated when she is willing to live in submission to her husband and follow his leadership. A woman’s glory, beauty and magnificence is also presented when she is willing to outwardly display the enduring sign of her submission toward her husband through her feminine beauty and the distinctive mark of womanhood – her long hair. Are you a beautiful woman? 

1
30

