The Final Examination

(A Study of the Judgment Seat of Christ)

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig 

I remember the church history final examination that I had to take during my last year at the Grand Rapids School of the Bible and Music in Grand Rapids Michigan. A friend of mine in my house dorm also took the class with me and we stayed up all night studying for the church history final. We ordered pizza and drank coffee and Coke all night long to try and stay awake. At one point I was ready to pour some coffee in my eyes to stay awake. By early in the morning we were like zombies. I mean, we were at the point where we didn’t care who the French philosopher Descartes was! Descartes concluded that everything could be doubted except the fact that he was doubting! He coined the famous line – “I think therefore I am.” We really did not care what this fruitcake in church history said. All we wanted to do was to take the final exam in the morning, try to pass it, and then get some rest! 

Dear friend, there is coming a day when we will all have to take a final examination. It will be a day when we, as God’s people, stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. I have realized that my life is an open book before God. He knows everything about me and will examine me in relationship to my over all living, faithfulness, and service to Him in this day of final examination. The day of the final exam is coming for the Church! Christ will examine us for who we really were! May God stir our hearts and motivate us to live right, do right, and be right in light of this future examination day. What grade will you receive on the final examination?

The Picture of the Examination

The words “judgment seat” (GK. bema), as found in 2 Corinthians 5:10, pictures the elevated step or platform where decisions were made by Roman officials and where rulers would pass judgment on people. It was a tribunal or court of justice (Acts 12:21; 18:12-17). The word signifies the raised platform where the judge would sit. The Bema was also the place where awards were given out to the winners in the annual Isthmian games (the forerunner to the Olympic games). The umpire or Judge would watch the games being played on the raised platform (the bema or judgment seat) and then award the winners. The raised platform was the place where the victorious athletes went to receive their crowns. The Bema was then a place used in the political and athletic arenas of Roman life. Paul borrows this term and applies it to the day when Christians will be judged for their faithful living and service for the Lord. 

The Person Giving the Examination

This final examination is conducted before the presence of the Son of God. The Bible says that we are going “to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess. 4:17). Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is going to be our Judge. John 5:22 says, “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” John 5:27 also states: “And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.” In this day Jesus is going to be our righteous judge (2 Tim. 4:8) and whatever grade we have earned we will receive. By the way, He is not going to grade us on a curve scale. We will receive what we have earned. More on this later. One thing is certain. Jesus (God’s Son) will be the person giving the examination. Someday we will all stand before the Lord Jesus Christ to face Him as our judge (“behold, the judge standeth before the door” – James 5:9). The doors are opened and the Judge (Jesus Christ) is pictured as ready to return for His bride (the Church) and bring us before His judgment seat. In the next blink of an eye (1 Cor. 15:52) we could be standing before the Judge! Friend, will you be ready for the coming of the Lord? Are you loving Him, living for Him, and serving Him? Are you faithful to what He has called you to do? The Judge is coming. 

The Participants at the Examination

The Bema looks forward to the time when the church (God’s New Testament people) are examined and judged for the way they have lived out their lives on earth. Paul identified himself with the other believers when he said that “we must all appear before the judgment seat” (2 Cor. 5:10). This is a judgment for Christians only as the context of 1 Corinthians 5:1-9 suggests. This judgment is not a judgment designed to seal the fate of unbelievers since no unbelievers will stand at this judgment. There is no such thing as a general judgment and evaluation of the saved with the unsaved at the end of time. The Scriptures do not teach a universal judgment of the saved and unsaved at the end of time. Rather, they teach that God’s saints will be judged separately and at different times. In this particular judgment the Church age saints will be examined by the Lord and rewarded accordingly. Only Church age saints will be at this judgment seat for it’s only those “in Christ” who are resurrected and raptured (1 Thess. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:22). 

The term “in Christ” is a unique spiritual position that only New Testament or Church age saints possess (1 Cor. 1:2). Therefore, this special phraseology is given only to New Testament saints – not Old Testament saints. The Bible tells us that they will be resurrected and rewarded at a different time in God’s prophetic timeline (Dan. 12:2; Isa. 26:19). This will be following the seven-year Tribulation Period. The Church will be rewarded following the Rapture (Rev. 22:12) when they stand before the Bema. So God’s people within the New Testament Church will be the participants at this judgment seat and none of us are going to miss this judgment. We will all be there.

No unbelievers will be at this judgment and meeting in the sky. However, no believer in Christ will miss this judgment (“all” and “every one” – 2 Cor. 5:10). You’ll be there! This judgment is obligatory and unavoidable, so believers should be wise in preparing for it. Every person must give account for himself (Rom. 14:10). You cannot give account for your children or for anyone else. You are on your own at this judgment. You will have to sing your own song! There will be no comparison with others, no one to cover for us, no opportunity to point out that we have more to show than someone else. There is coming a time of accountability for every individual believer. There will be a time of reckoning. There will be no hiding and no opportunity to put a better spin on what you did or how you lived. There will be no attorney to represent you. Maybe you had hoped you could slip into Heaven after the Rapture and sit in the back row so that you will not have to face your dismal performance on earth. This will not be the case. We must all stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

Although we will “all appear” before the Bema (2 Cor. 5:10) at the same time in a public gathering, none of us will point fingers at others. This is because there will be some good and bad in all of us. Furthermore, when we look into the eyes of Jesus we will not care what others think about us or how we compare with them. In this examination time our focus will be on Jesus. In the presence of Christ we will be oblivious to the others around us. We will only see Jesus and the expression on His face will tell it all. 

The Place of the Examination

The prophetic event of the Bema, or Judgment Seat of Christ for Christians, occurs immediately after the Rapture. It probably takes place in the atmospheric heavens where we will meet the Lord. Although some have suggested that this judgment seat and examination for Christians is going to occur over a long period of time in Heaven, while the Tribulation Period is taking place on earth, it seems much better to conclude that it will occur in the atmospheric heaven (second heaven) for the Bible states that this is where the Church will meet the Lord (“meet the Lord in the air” - 1 Thess. 4:17). This is significant. The meeting will not only be a wonderful day of blessing when we see Jesus but it will also be a day of investigation and examination. Dr. Dwight Pentecost has said: “It is scarcely necessary to point out that this examination must take place in the sphere of the heavenlies ... Since the bema follows the translation, the ‘air’ must be the scene of it.” 

This event takes place immediately after the New Testament saints are translated from earth. Paul said in 2 Timothy 4:8, “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” Take note that Paul said he would receive his crown on “that day” (the day of Christ’s return) and not at a later in Heaven or within the next seven years while the Tribulation Period is taking place on earth. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 4:5, “judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come … and then shall every man have praise of God.” The Scriptures always associate the reward of the Church with the actual return of the Lord (1 Cor. 4:5, Rev. 22:12). The implication is that we will immediately be examined and receive our reward when Christ returns. 

In this day the Lord Jesus Christ may very well be sitting upon a bema seat within the atmospheric heaven above, following the resurrection and translation of His people. And it’s in the atmospheric heaven above that we will be immediately judged and receive our rewards for eternity. Apparently when we gaze upon the face of our blessed Lord we will know in a moment’s time where we stand in relationship to our service, faithfulness, and over all commitment to Him. The examination will not be long and drawn out. It will be rather brief. We will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air and within a short time know what our rewards will be and how we have scored on this final examination of our lives.  

The Preparation of the Examination

This Judgment Seat of Christ will lead to the preparation of the Church to be married to Jesus Christ (“his wife hath made herself ready” – Rev. 19:7). After being rewarded she will be prepared to return to the Father’s house (John 14:1-3) to consummate the marriage with the Lord Jesus Christ. Today the Church is betrothed to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2) but someday she is going to be presented to Christ as His beloved bride to consummate the marriage (Rev. 19:7). Following this event there will be a time of celebration on earth. After the Tribulation Period she will return to earth for the wedding feast (Rev. 19:9-11; Matt. 22:1-14; Isa. 25:26). Nevertheless her eternal reward is depicted as “fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness (equitable deeds) of saints” (Revelation 19:8). Please note that this is the righteousness of the saints and not the righteousness of Jesus Christ that is in view. Christ has made us fit for Heaven (2 Cor. 5:21) but we must make ourselves ready for this marriage ceremony by the way we live right now on earth. What kind of garment are you sowing for the wedding day? We are sewing today the garments that we will someday wear at this marriage. The shining garb of Church age saints will in some way reflect and depict the eternal reward that has been given to them (1 Pet. 5:4). God’s saints will shine in direct proportion to the way they have lived and served (Dan. 12:3).  

The Problem of the Examination

Some people have seen the Judgment Seat of Christ as a problem that cannot be resolved. It’s assumed that since this is a judgment where Christians are examined that they will actually be judged for their sins. This is not the case. The Judgment Seat of Christ for Christians is not a judgment in relationship to our sins, which will determine our eternal destinies (Rom. 8:1). This is because Christ already endured the wrath of God and our judgment for our sins (Isa. 53:5). We will never face judgment for our sins! When a person accepts the death of Jesus Christ as the payment for the penalty of their sins they will never be bought again into judgment for any of their sins (John 3:36). Praise God the judgment has already occurred. Jesus was judged in our place. It should be clear that the Judgment Seat of Christ is not concerned with the subject of a believer’s sins and their penalty. The penalty of a believer’s sins was borne by the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary (1 Pet. 2:24), and that matter has been settled once for all. Thus the believer’s salvation is not at all in question at the Judgment Seat of Christ; rather it is a matter of his service.

Years ago I heard Dr. Lehman Strauss say, “The Bema is not a place of condemnation but a place of commendation.” This is true in relationship to being actually judged for our sins. The Bema is not a judgment seat that will deal with sin in relationship to eternal punishment. All of our deeds will be examined in relationship to our Christian living and faithfulness to the Lord. What is at issue at the Judgment Seat of Christ is not our position in God’s family but our performance in the family. The believer will not be judged as a sinner in this day but as a servant. God will never again remember our sins in order to bring judgment against us (Heb. 10:17). But this promise does not exclude the Lord examining our overall living in order to determine our faithfulness to Him. 

One of the mistaken ideas is the belief that there cannot be a serious review of our lives at the Judgment Seat of Christ because as believers our sins are forgiven and “cast … into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:19). Doesn’t Calvary cover it all? Yes, it does. Praise the Lord. But let’s not pass this judgment off as having no serious review of our lives. Some believers really don’t see the Judgment Seat of Christ as real judgment for their living since they suggest God remembers their sins no more. They are simply wrong. Our judicial forgiveness for God is sealed and final. But this does not mean there can be no review of how we have lived and served as Christians. We will never be judged for our sins and threatened with judgment (hell) but this does not mean we cannot be examined for how we have lived. The way we have lived will have a ripple effect that will go on for eternity. 

Earl Radmacher said: 

“The person I am becoming today, is preparing me for the person I shall be for all of eternity.” 

This is true in that we will gain reward or lose reward and privileges in direct relationship to how we live today. We cannot escape the fact that our entire life as a Christian is going to be reviewed someday when we stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

Someone wrote: 

“Even if our sins are represented as forgiven, we cannot escape the conclusion that our lifestyle is under judicial review, with appropriate rewards and penalties.”

The Purpose of the Final Examination

The purpose for this final examination is to judge the believer’s life or bring his life under review. The judgment will cover four vital areas: 

A Judgment Related to Overall Living

It must also be understood that since this is a judgment for only believers (2 Cor. 5:10) we will be examined for the time period revolving around our Christian life. One thing is certain. We will not be judged on what we did from the time of our first birth, but what we did since the time of our second birth (John 3:7). We will be examined for our post-conversion living and not our pre-conversion days. At this particular judgment each believer will be examined for the kind of life they have lived on planet earth and their specific service rendered to the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 states that each believer will “receive (receive payment) the things done in his body (the way we have used our bodies in relationship to living) according to that he that done, whether it be good (worthy) or bad (worthless). Payday is coming! The Bible teaches that believers will get what is coming to them at this judgment (Gal. 6:7 – “whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap”). 2 Corinthians 9:6, “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” In other words, we will receive payment or recompense for how we have lived out our lives on earth. We will be paid in proportion to our giving and living for Jesus Christ. 

We receive reward or lose reward on this day according to how we have lived out our lives and what we have invested. Our entire lives as Christians will be examined and judged on the basis of our overall commitment and testimony for Christ. Our entire life will be evaluated. The times of spiritual victories will be assessed along with our failures. God will be generous and find more good in our lives than we realized (1 Cor. 4:5). However, everything in our lives that was not connected with godliness, truth, righteousness, holiness, and faithful service to the Lord will be deemed as worthless. All those things that we have done that reflect godliness, truth, righteousness, holiness, and faithful service to the Lord will be deemed as worthy and acceptable. You see, at this judgment our entire life will be scanned in a moment’s time and we will know exactly how we have lived. We will know where we stand in relationship to holy, righteous, and faithful living and the appropriate reward that we will receive. We do reap what we sow.  

The text says that we will receive “according” to what we have done or how we have lived (2 Cor. 5:10). Christians today who serve the Lord in compromising ways and become involved with music, men and movements that they should not be involved with will be examined accordingly. All of us will be examined according to how we have lived out our lives on earth. How will God reward Christians for the good that they do in light of their compromise? How does a life of twenty years of faithful service compare to one or two years of unfaithful living as a Christian? How will the failures and sins of one day stack up against the victories of the next day? Only the Lord Jesus will be able to balance it all out in the day of judgment!

It’s very likely that many of us will lose some reward at this Judgment. The Scriptures teach that we can lose reward by embracing false teaching, which causes us to live out our lives in a manner that is contrary to God’s holy will (2 John 1:8: Rev. 3:11). Whenever we follow false teaching and stray from God’s holy purposes for our lives we will lose reward. The lesson is this. When we don’t do what is right we can lose reward. This is reward we otherwise could have had if we had learned, lived, and served Christ differently. We should not think that the loss of rewards means that Christ takes from us something we once had. Rather, it means that we lose out on what we could have received if we would have been more discerning and faithful.

“Must  I go, and empty-handed,

Thus my dear Redeemer meet?

Not one day of service give Him, 

Lay no trophy at His feet?”

The Bible reveals that teachers will receive a more severe examination in this day for what they taught and how they have taught the Bible (James 3:1). False teaching and the spreading of blatant error will mean loss of reward and recognition (1 Pet. 5:4). There can be great reward for right teaching but loss of reward for wrong teaching. However, all of us stand to lose reward when we live in such a way that dishonors the Lord. Someday we are going to stand before the Lord and we will get what we have earned. We will get what is coming to us by way of reward. The “good” (worthy) things that we have done (righteous and holy deeds done in our bodies) will stand the test and we will receive a reward for them. The “bad” (worthless) things that we have done (unrighteous and unholy deeds done in our bodies) will yield no eternal dividends. We will not receive any reward for them. In fact, the ratio of the good to the bad will determine how much reward we will receive. 

One thing is certain. All our fleshly deeds and unholy actions will come under the Lord’s scrutiny and examination, not to determine our eternal destiny, but to demonstrate how faithful and dedicated we have been to Him. Romans 14:12, “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” We will be held responsible for the way we have lived. There is a day of reckoning. 

A Judgment Related to Faithfulness 

1 Corinthians 4:2 says: 

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”

Believers will be examined for their faithfulness in two major areas:   

    1. Their Faithfulness in Performing Good Deeds

This statement in 1 Corinthians 4:2 was made in the context of the Bema Seat of Christ and our examination day when we stand before Him (1 Cor. 4:5). Will you be found as a faithful steward when Jesus returns? Certainly our faithful living and service rendered unto the Lord will be an important part of this examination day. Were we faithful in using our time, talents, and treasure for the Lord? In other words, we are going to be examined for our stewardship. 

In this day God will see us as a stewards who were either busy or lazy in relationship to service for the Lord, stewards who either followed the Lord’s will or their own selfish wills,  stewards that were primarily carnal or committed in their approach to life, and stewards who were either careless or concerned in the manner in which they lived and served the Lord. If we have spent much of our lives living for ourselves and ignoring God’s will and purpose for our lives, then we will be judged as less faithful servants. If we have spent our lives as a believers toying with all kinds of sin and worldly living, then we will be seen as a less faithful servants. If we have been selfish and have put the Lord in the back seat of our lives, we will be judged as a less faithful servants. Although we will not face judgment for our sins, the sins, failures, and lack of service surrounding our lives, will affect the amount of reward that we will receive in that day and reflect the kind of servants that we have been on earth. 

What kind of steward have you been? How have you been managing your life in relationship to your service for the Lord and faithfulness to Him? How much time to you give to the Lord during the course of a week? How much money do you give to the Lord’s work? How much do you give of yourself in acts of service and commitment? One thing is for sure. We are going to be examined in relationship to our faithful living and stewardship. It really does pay to serve Jesus! How much we have served the Lord and dedicated our lives to Him will count for eternity! 

The matter of our faithful church attendance, commitment to Christ’s cause, and overall concern for spiritual living will be taken into account at this judgment. What a day this will be when we stand before the Lord as stewards. The Judge will determine what we did with what He gave us! We will be judged on the basis of our loyalty to Christ with the time, talents, and treasures that were at our disposal (Matthew 25:20-21). May Jesus be able to say to us in the coming examination, “Well done thou good and faithful servant.” Dear friend, the Lord is not going to reward us for being famous but remaining faithful. Rewards are not based on results or size. They are based on faithfulness, loyalty, and following the calling of God for one’s life. We will be judged for the opportunities that are given to us personally. All believers have the potential to receive generous reward. 

     2. Their Faithfulness in Avoiding Bad Deeds

We must also remember that faithfulness does not only mean that we are committed to good deeds, but also that we are free of evil deeds (Col. 3:8-9; 2 Cor. 7:1). In this day God will balance out our twenty years of faithful service with several years of moral failure. If a person’s Christian life was carnal and characterized by sin (1 Cor. 3:1-3) in a greater way then he shall suffer greater loss (1 Cor. 3:15). Our sinful and carnal living will greatly effect the outcome of this judgment. If we have wasted our lives we will suffer great loss of reward. The more consistently we judge ourselves and stop yielding to sin the greater our reward and the less severe our judgment will be in this day (1 Cor. 11:31 – “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged”). So our faithfulness is also determined by how often and consistently we have refused to participate with evil deeds. The faithfulness of our lives in direct proportion to our desire to forsake sin and do what is right will be taken into account in this day. Rewards are based on our consistent faithfulness to follow Christ, even at great cost (Luke 14:26-29). What Christ will be looking for at this judgment is faithfulness in following the truth, forsaking sin and the wrong path, doing what is right, and using our time, talents, and treasures for the Lord. To squander away these things and lack faithfulness in relationship to stewardship will mean to forfeit reward (1 Cor. 9:27). “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” Charles Wesley wrote:  

“A charge to keep I have,

A God to glorify

A never-dying soul to save,

And fit it for the sky.

To serve the present age,

My calling to fulfill;

O may it all my powers engage,

To do my Master's will!”

There are many ways to fail in the Christian life. However, all of them begin with a lack of discipline and a conscious decision to take the easy road. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 9:27, “But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection (spiritual discipline): lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway (disapproved – of reward).” If you are like a boxer throwing punches that are missing the mark then you are wasting your energy and time. What Paul is saying is that we must learn to discipline our lives to do what is right. Living right is a choice – not a feeling. We must take charge of our bodies. 

Did you know that a man’s value system will determine his priorities and how he lives. If your value system is right then your priorities will be right. You will seek to live right, do right, and be right. In the end you will be rewarded for disciplining your life. You need to plow a straight furrow if you are going to end up right. How straight a line is your life going to leave behind? We must have determination and discipline if we are going to be rewarded on this day. Someone asked: “In ten years what will you wish you had done today?” This is a soul-searching question. If we discipline our lives today we will not be sorry tomorrow, ten years from now, or when we stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

A Judgment Related to Motive

Paul takes this examination a step further in 1 Corinthians chapter four. He tells us that not only the quantity of our stewardship or service will be examined but also the motives behind the stewardship and service. The direction of our life will be taken into account but also the desires of our hearts. Some were judging Paul on a wrong basis. They were trying to judge his heart and determine that he was serving the Lord out of a wrong motive. But this was an unworthy type of judgment. In replying to their improper judgment he reminds us that Jesus Christ will examine the motives of our hearts in relationship to our service rendered unto Him (1 Cor. 4:3-5). Only Christ can judge the hearts and determine the actual motive and intent behind a person’s service. Someday when Christians stand before the Lord at the Bema their hearts will be examined for what they truly were. 

All of us have had our motives misinterpreted. Let us remember that Jesus will vindicate the true motives of our heart when we stand before Him. He will vindicate the false accusations leveled against us, the cruel words, gossip, and misunderstandings will be cleared up. In this day it will be the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Philippians 1:10-11, “That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.” In view of the Judgment Seat of Christ believers should strive to approve only excellent things that will stand the test. Whenever we add compromise and carnality to our living, service, and worship we move away from the excellent things and bring the prospect of more judgment to our lives. We must remember that Jesus will only reward us for “the fruits of righteousness” that we do. Furthermore, we are reminded to possess a “sincere” (pure, non-hypocritical) heart in all that we do for our hearts will be examined on this day for what they truly were. The veil will be taken away.  

Jesus Christ will be just and right at this judgment (2 Tim. 4:8; John 5:22, 27). Jesus Christ will sort out the good from the bad. Each of us will get exactly what we deserve by way of reward and eternal recognition as Christ’s servant. Jesus Christ knows all about us (Heb. 4:13). Our Lord knows exactly how we have lived our lives, how faithful we have been to Him, and what we were thinking when we were serving Him (1 Cor. 4:5 – “the counsels of the hearts”). The motivation of the heart will be examined at this judgment. Why did I serve Jesus? Why did I pick up elderly people and bring them to church? Why did I help set up chairs and hand out literature? Why did I give my money to the church? Why did I sing in the choir? Why did I bake that cake for my neighbor? In this day the motivations and true of our stewardship and work for Christ will be examined. What a person does for Christ, out of love and joyfulness, does count. 

The purpose and motivation of the heart will play an important factor at this time of judgment. Then too, it will be equally true that “the counsels of the hearts” will be revealed and known to us in relationship to our secret sins. The hidden secrets of our hearts, which we thought no other person knew about, will be brought out into the light or our omniscience. We will discover in this day that Jesus knew all about us (Heb. 4:12-13 – “all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do”). The eyes of God are upon me. He sees everything I do! Jesus will know what we thought and what kind of heart we really possessed in relationship to our overall living and service. Nothing will be hidden in this day. An examination day is coming. 

Theodore Epp said it well:

“There is a day coming when our Lord is going to turn on the spiritual X-ray machine and will reveal the true motives or realities of the heart.”

God still has a “book of remembrance” (Malachi 3:16). The old spiritual says, “My Lord is constantly writing all the time.” God has His own vast information network. Like a website He knows how many hits we have had in relationship to right living and how many hits we have had in relationship to ungodly and useless living. He will not forget what kind of heart you had when serving Him and what kind of holiness you maintained when serving, living out your lives, and worshipping Him. If you don’t believe in the Judgment Seat of Christ then I have only one question to ask. What are you trying to hide? What are you unwilling to face? The Scriptures are abundantly clear on this prophetic event. We will all stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10). 1 Corinthians 11:31 says, “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” This is true in relationship to God’s earthly chastening upon our lives (1 Cor. 11:32) but it also holds true in relationship to the day when we will be judged at the bema seat of Christ. It’s far better to judge our lives today so we don’t have to be judged as an unfaithful and slothful Christian in that future day when we stand before the Lord.  

A Judgment Related to Our Works

(The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly)

The Bible teaches that we will be examined for our overall manner of living and faithfulness in stewardship. The Bible now gives us in summary form what is going to take place at this judgment (2 Corinthians 3:12-15). Using the expression of a believer’s works Paul takes into account those actions or deeds done in our bodies which are connected with our overall living and service for Christ. The expression “works” (ergon) signifies our deeds and overall manner of living in life. It includes not only our acts of service rendered to Christ but also the entire conduct of our lives, how we conducted ourselves in the daily routine of life before others and when we were all alone. God knows who we were when in the dark. 

The entire deportment (conduct and behavior) and our services rendered to Christ will be examined at the Judgment Seat of Christ. The different types of works are outlined in 1 Corinthians 3:12-15. Please notice that it will be a man’s “work” that is tried and not his salvation in the Lord (1 Cor. 3:13, 14, 15). Rewards are lost but not the person (1 Cor. 3:15). I cannot lose my salvation at this judgment but there is something I can lose. It’s reward. 

     a. The works that are represented (1 Cor. 3:12).  

Although we will never face judgment for our sins we can sense the solemn nature of this examination and our need to be effectively living and serving the Lord while we can (Rom. 12:11 – “serving the Lord”). The worthy or good works that we have done (Phil. 1:11 – “the fruits of righteousness”) are represented or illustrated as “gold, silver, precious stones” (the permanent, the gems) but the worthless works that won’t last are illustrated as “wood, hay, stubble” (the perishable, the junk) - 1 Cor. 3:12. All the fleshly deeds and service that we have committed, as a Christian, will simply be bypassed as worthless rubble. Our worthless deeds which we have done in relationship to our overall living and service to Christ will yield no eternal dividends for they were not done in the spirit or manner of holiness, righteousness, and godliness (1 Thess. 4:4). Will you have any nuggets of gold amid the wood, hay, and stubble? Imagine if all of the deeds of your life were turned into these materials and then torched. The kind of life we lived would become evident by the size of the fire but the real question would be this: What was left when the flames died out? This is the soul-searching question. 

Think of it this way. Every day we live is either a loss or a gain at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Nevertheless in the midst of our failures there will be grace. Paul said that at the end of the examination Christ would find something to praise us for which will result in some reward ("and then shall every man have praise of God" - 1 Cor. 4:5).

     b. The works that are revealed (1 Cor. 3:13). 

In this day every man’s work will be made revealed or “manifest” (“shining” - brought out into the light, plainly recognized and known) and we will discover what “sort” (quality or manner) it really was (1 Cor. 3:13). Jesus is concerned with the quality of our work and not merely the quantity. Was our work holy? Was it righteous? Was it done for the glory of God? Was it done out of a right motive and heart? The quality will definitely come into the picture when we stand before the Bema Seat. We must ask ourselves if our manner of living and service to Christ is holy, righteous, genuine and truly glorifying to God. We have then seen that the quantity, quality, and the questioning of motive will all be part of this judgment. 

The epitaph that George Whitefield desired for his tombstone was this:

“Here lies George Whitefield;

What sort of man he was

The great day will discover.”

The old saying is still true: “Only one life twilt soon be past, only what’s done for Christ will last.” It really does pay to serve Jesus and live a life that is honoring to Him. 

    c. The works that remain (1 Cor. 3:14).

In the context of our Christian living and service for the Lord we will be examined for how we have lived and what we have done. Those works or deeds that stand the fiery test (“If any man’s work abide”) will be deeds that were done in purity, holiness, and righteous. These works will bring a certain amount of reward to our lives (“he shall receive a reward”). The nature of this reward is not eternal life since this is a gift (Rom. 6:23). However, the reward that we will receive will be directly related to how we have lived out our lives while on earth. Those things that we do which are honorable and holy will stand the fiery test and result in eternal reward (1 Cor. 9:24; 2 Tim. 4:7-8) and recognition in the earthly Millennial Kingdom (1 Pet. 1:10-11; 2 Tim. 2:12; 2 Thess. 1:4-5; Luke 9:26). 

This should provide us with great incentive to keep our lives pure and serve Christ. It should motivate us to live in such a manner that our actions and lifestyle will be approved and rewarded when He returns (1 Cor. 9:27 – “I myself should be a castaway” - disapproved). We want our Lord’s approval and should desire to hear those words, “Well done thou good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21). The recognition and approval of the Lord will thrill our hearts throughout eternity. To know that we have lived to please Him will bring great joy and satisfaction to our lives.  

We hear much preaching about the rewards (crowns) that Christians will receive at this judgment and rightly so. This is a glorious prospect for faithful believers. The Bible says there is reward (crown of life) for remaining faithful through trials or enduring hardships (James 1:12; Rev. 2:10). There is a reward (the crown or righteousness) reserved for faithful commitment and service to Christ prior to the Rapture (2 Tim. 4:6-8). There is a reward (crown of glory) for properly shepherding the flock of God with right motives (1 Pet. 5:2-4), a reward (crown of rejoicing) for winning the lost (1 Thess. 2:19-20), and reward (incorruptible crown) for living a disciplined life of purity or mastery over the old nature (1 Cor. 9:25-27). Everything will be taken into consideration on this examination day, even a cup of cold water that was given in his name will apparently count for eternity (Matt. 10:42). 

In summary, how we treat others will result in reward (Heb. 6:10), how we use our money (2 Cor. 9:6-7), how we spend our time (1 Pet. 1:17), how much we suffer for Christ (2 Tim. 2:12; Matt. 5:11-12), how many souls we win to Christ (1 Thess. 2:19-20; Dan. 12:3), how we have exercised authority over others (Heb. 13:17), how faithful we have been in feeding the truth of God’s Word to the flock (1 Pet. 5:2-4), how we react to temptation (James 1:2-3; Rev. 2:10), how much the doctrine of the Rapture means to us (2 Tim. 4:8), how we have dealt with our God-given stewardship (1 Cor. 4:2-5; 1 Pet. 4:10), how we have committed ourselves to discipleship (Mark 10:29-30), and how we have lived the Christian race (1 Cor. 9:24). 

“Just a tiny little minute

Only sixty seconds in it.

Forced upon me

Can’t refuse it

Didn’t seek it

Didn’t choose it.

But it’s up to me to use it

Give account if I abuse it.

Just a tiny little minute

But eternity is in it!”

     d. The works that are refused (1 Cor. 3:15). 

The wasted years, our lack of commitment to the Lord, and our sinful patterns of living are all works that we have done which will not stand the test. They are portrayed as being “burned” (1 Cor. 3:15) up and lost forever. Our examination in relationship to faithful living and service will weed out those actions and works that were done out of the energy of the flesh. All the extras that we do in life, which have kept us from doing what God wants us to do and which did not promote God’s glory, will be thrown into the fire. All of these things will be seen as useless activities that kept us from being faithful to the Lord. All of earthly activities that we have done outside of God’s will and for our own glory will not stand the final examine. Such things as unconfessed sins, wasted time and talents, squandered opportunities, neglect of spiritual things, ignorance or indifference to God’s Word and God’s will, prayerlessness, worldliness, and carnality will be burned up. These works will not stand the test. However, our purity of living, the right things that we have done, our commitment to the Lord, and the quality of service for the Lord will stand the test and we “shall receive a reward” (1 Cor. 3:14). It’s as simple as this. Only the good will last. The bad and the ugly will not last. When God reviews our lives He will see the good, the bad, and the ugly and only the good will stand the test. 

“When I stand at the judgment seat of Christ
And He shows me His plan for me;
The plan of my life as it might have been
Had He had His way, and I see
How I blocked Him here and I checked Him there
And I would not yield my will,
Shall I see grief in my Savior’s eyes;
Grief though He loves me still?

Oh, He’d have me rich, and I stand there poor,
Stripped of all but His grace,
While my memory runs like a hunted thing
Down the paths I can’t retrace.
Then my desolate heart will well-nigh break
With tears that I cannot shed.
I’ll cover my face with my empty hands 
And bow my uncrowned head.

No. Lord of the years that are left to me
I yield them to Thy hand.
Take me, make me, mold me
To the pattern Thou hast planned.”

Too Late

Dear friend, there will be regrets at the Judgment Seat of Christ. We will regret that we have not done more. We will regret the wasted years and how we squandered away so many opportunities to serve the Lord. There are some things we can never change. The Bible says that “we shall suffer loss” and this will be true throughout eternity. It will be too late to say at the Judgment Seat of Christ, “I’m sorry! I wish I hadn’t done that. I wish I hadn’t said that. I wish I had taken more seriously my responsibility to serve Christ and be involved in Christian living and service. 

Friend, it will be too late when we stand before the Lord. It was too late for Achan once he had been found out (Josh. 7:16-26). It was too late for Ananias and Sapphira to confess once they had been exposed (Acts 5:1-10). It was too late for Reuben to confess his sin once he was called before the judgment seat of Jacob (Gen. 49). There comes a time when it is too late to make things right and when we stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ it will be too late. Our days of opportunity will be gone. Our days of restitution will be over. Our time to serve the Lord on earth will have ended. Our time to witness to the lost and see people saved will have come to a close. It will all be over. There is an old hymn that has gone out of style in many churches but the words are still penetrating: 

“Must I go and empty-handed,

Must I meet my Savior so?

Not one soul with which to greet Him,

Must I empty-handed go?”

Now friend, the Judgment Seat of Christ should behoove us and move us to get things right today. Not tomorrow but today. We should make things right with others and in our own personal lives lest we experience greater shame and regret at this judgment. Making restitution with others and getting things right today will mean a big difference when we stand before the Lord. James 5:9 says, “Grudge not (hold grudges and resentment) one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.” The changes and correct decisions we make today will effect our evaluation and examination at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Don’t wait until tomorrow. Today is the day of challenge and change. Today is the first day for the rest of your life!  

Saved Through Fire

Please notice again that the “work shall be burned” (not the person). The person will not experience loss of their spiritual life but loss of reward. The ship may be lost but not the sailor. The work is burned but not the believer. But oh what a great loss it will be when we stand before Him and find ourselves unfaithful and empty. In this day the Bible says that the believer will “be saved so as by fire” (lit. – “through fire”). Every believer will be like a stick burning in a fire, which is suddenly snatched out and saved. This picture is used to illustrate how we will pass through God’s fiery judgment upon our works. It is not intended to convey how we will barely escape through the fires of Hell and be rescued from the eternal burnings. The flames are not a picture of hell but of the fiery exposure and omniscience of God. We will verify this in a moment. 

One thing is certain. No believer will just barely escape hell and slip into Heaven as some suggest by this verse. This judgment is not a judgment to determine who will escape hell and who will get into Heaven on the basis of their earthly performance. It is a simple illustration designed to teach how a believer will pass through the fiery examination of God’s omniscience without being scathed himself by the fire. His salvation is not in question since salvation is by grace and not by works (Eph. 2:8-9). What is in question is the believer’s works. There is actually a message of assurance here. The believer will be saved while passing through the fire but his works may not be saved (1 Cor. 5:5).  The truth is this. While God gives us unmerited salvation, He never gives us unmerited rewards.

I was traveling the Pa Turnpike. I was expected to speak at a church in Bedford Pennsylvania. While driving I saw ahead of me a thick cloud of smoke. As I came closer I could see that a man’s truck and trailer were burning. The flames had already gotten to the wheels and there was no hope for the vehicle or trailer. As I was standing there with the man who was watching his trailer burn, he said to me, “Everything that I own is in that trailer.” As we watched and heard the crackling a popping that goes along with a fire this poor man watched everything that he possessed go up in smoke. You know, it may be like this for some Christians at the Judgment Seat of Christ. If you have basically lived for yourself and sought to do your own thing in life, then the things that you have accomplished in life will not stand the test. They will go up in smoke. They will be burned at the judgment seat.  

The reward that we lose in this day for our wayward life and worthless deeds will in some way be a noticeable and a real loss to us. Perhaps it will be noticed in the lesser amount of radiant glory that we will be able to reflect from the Shekinah glory of Christ’s own holy presence (Dan. 12:3; 1 Pet. 5:4: Rev. 19:8). We are creating today the person we will be throughout eternity. Erwin Lutzer once said: “Much will change about us in eternity, but much shall also remain the same.” How we have lived while on earth will be reflected throughout the eternal ages of time! What a sobering thought and incentive that provides for our lives today. The incentive to live a faithful life that is pure and dedicated to the things God wants us to do.

Roy Laurin said: 

“Measure your life by the broad sweep of eternity” 

We are to live with eternity’s values in view. When I was a boy I used to throw stones in the ponds that I would be fishing at. I often wondered why I did not catch many fish! Well, when you would throw a stone in the water a rippling effect would begin to travel across the entire pond. It is amazing how that one little stone could have such a far-reaching effect upon that large body of water. In the same way, the way we live our lives today will have a rippling effect that will go on for eternity! The things that we do and say today will affect our eternal reward, which is manifested in our lives.

“With eternity’s values in view, Lord,

With eternities values in view,

May I do each day’s work for Jesus

With eternity’s values in view.”

We must ask ourselves today two very important questions. “Somewhere within the time frame of the next twenty years, what will you wish you would have done for Christ today? We might also ask, “Somewhere within the time frame of the next twenty years, how will you wish you would have lived your life today?” These are soul-searching questions that we need to ask ourselves on a daily basis, so that we might keep our lives in check, and remember that we will be evaluated as a servant at the Bema Seat. If you want to know what your life will look like in the future then stop for a moment and see what your life looks like right now (Gal. 6:7-8). What you sow and how you live today will affect what you are tomorrow and throughout eternity. Missionary martyr, Jim Elliot, said: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”
The Fire of God’s Holiness and Omniscience

Some day every believer is going to pass through the fire. This is not the fire of hell but the fire of God’s examination. What does the fire represent at this judgment? We know that Jeremiah says that God’s word is as a fire (Jer. 23:29). But since we are going to stand in front of the Lord’s gaze I would suggest to you that the fire seems to be an expression relating to the Lord’s omniscience and all-seeing capabilities. It is the fire of God’s holiness and discerning judgment that will expose our works for what they really were. The “fire” that will try us in this day may very well be a descriptive term used of the fiery eyes of the glorified Christ who we will meet in the air (Rev. 1:14 - ”his eyes were as a flame of fire”). 

The omniscience of the eyes of Christ will see through us. The eyes of God’s burning holiness will expose every believer and all their works. Nothing will bypass God’s holy inspection. “Our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29). He is a God of holy judgment. It will only take one look into His eyes and those all-piercing and all-knowing eyes will bring out the good and the bad in a moments time. When we glance upon Christ for the very first time we will immediately know what our score was on the final examination. 

The eyes of Jesus are going to see through all of the sham or hypocritical actions that we have ever done. Like a streak of holy lightening His eyes will penetrate through our inward hearts and tell the story of our lives. He is going to spot the worthless carnal actions of our lives and the wasted years of our lives. In one glimpse He is going to run His accurate computer over our lives and investigate what kind of servant we have really been. How much service and what kind of service we have rendered unto Him will be examined. What manner we served the Lord and what motive will come into the picture. What kind of life we have lived for Him will be brought out into the light. Those things that we have done, which were not for His glory, but for our own carnal living and praise, will go up in smoke. Those things that we have done, which are holy and which promoted His glory, will stand the fiery test and remain as reward. The sinful and selfish actions in our lives will go up in smoke and only those things done for Christ will last. 

Remember our Lord’s wonderful look of love when He gazed upon Peter? Luke 22:61 says, “And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.” Peter sensed that Jesus could see right through Him. At the same time He sensed that his Master still loved him in spite of his failure. When we see Jesus for the first time we will know that His eyes are staring right into our soul, we will sense the same thing Peter senses. We will experience a soul-searching and yet loving glance of our blessed Lord. Our past failures, sins, and unfaithfulness will be made known to our own life. The very soul searching gaze of His fiery eyes will in a split second expose us for what we were as a servant. The piercing and probing omniscient eyes of Jesus will see through us! Christ will in some way be able to present our entire life before us in only a moment’s time! Christ will simply look at us! 

We will know what our record was in relationship to our service and overall pattern of living when those fiery eyes meet our eyes. We will see what we really were and discover what we will receive for eternity by way of reward and eternal recognition. The look in His eyes will say it all! The expression on His face will tell it all. 

Erwin Lutzer said:

“Christ can cause our entire lives to be present to us in a moment of time. There will no files to shuffle, no witnesses that must be called to confirm the data.” 

There will be literally millions upon millions of Christians to judge at this Bema Seat. All the Christians since Pentecost to our own day will be there. To judge people individually would conceivably take more than seven years (Tribulation Period) as some suggest. Therefore, it’s very probable that Christ will immediately transfer to our hearts and minds all that is necessary in that moment of time when we gaze upon Him in the atmospheric heavens (1 Thess. 4:17). It will only take a moment to set the record straight. All that needs to be known will be made known to us in order to satisfy God’s justice and we will stand rewarded and ready to enter the Father’s house (John 14:1-3).  

We would do well to heed the advice of John Wesley’s rule for Christian living is a good rule to follow:  

“Do all the good you can,

By all the means you can,

In all the ways you can,

In all the places you can,

At all the times you can,

To all the people you can,

As long as ever you can.”

Dear friend, none of us can afford to be careless and indifferent in our manner of living because it will make a big difference in the end! 

Dr. Frank Logsdon once said:

“It is a solemn engagement indeed to project our thoughts toward this day when, on bended knees before the fiery eyes of Omniscience, we face the record.”

The Terror of the Lord
“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:11) follows immediately after Paul’s discussion of the Judgment Seat of Christ. This coming judgment should arouse a healthy fear in our lives. It’s not the fear that we will be judged for our sins and go to hell. Rather, it’s a healthy and wholesome fear or dread of not pleasing the Lord and being found sinful and shameful before Him at His coming. The Bema Seat should also motivate us to serve Christ with a right motive, which is one of thankfulness, love, and appreciation for what He has done for us (1 John 4:19; Gal. 2:20; Rom. 7:4; 2 Tim. 4:6).   

We hear much preaching about the rewards (crowns) that Christians will receive at this judgment and rightly so (Rev. 22:12). There is much to gain at this judgment. However, there is much to lose! Dear friend, none of us can afford to be careless and indifferent to living right and serving the Lord. There will be great shame, regrets, and tears at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Our sinful lives, our backsliding, our rebellious ways, our carnality, the wasted years, our lack of surrender, faithfulness, giving, and the church works that we did out of the flesh will all go up in a puff of smoke – “wood, hay, and stubble.” And we will be ashamed! 

Our witness, our stewardship, and our overall living will be brought before our hearts in this day and we will know what Jesus knows. All will be revealed to our hearts and minds. Our lack of service, our wrongs, the mistakes of time, the words we have said, the ways we have lived, those unconfessed sins, sins that we have rationalized and idolized, the bitterness that we harbor in the heart toward others, and the secret sins (Ps. 90:8) we have in our hearts and lives will in some way affect our reward (Col. 3:25; 1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:18). In a moment’s time we will know what we were and what we will receive in this day. Everything will come out in that soul-searching light and the white light of His Glory. The needed information of our lives will be downloaded to our minds in a moment’s time. This judgment will be as detailed to our mind, as it needs to be, in order to satisfy the justice of God. One thing is certain. The hidden things of today will be brought to our attention in this day. A day of report is coming. A time of examination is ahead for the Church. How will you do on the final examine? 

Dr. I. M. Haldeman, the great prophetic preacher of some years ago, wrote: “According to the Word of God, the testimony of the son of God, and the corroborative and unbroken testimony of the Apostles, there is not the thickness of tissue paper between us who are Christians and the Judgment Seat of Christ.”

When a holy God tests our works of service and overall living, only that which has been done according to the Word of God, the holiness of God, and in the power of the Spirit of God will be approved and rewarded. All fleshly works will go up in smoke. Much of what is termed as Christian today will not be Christian in this day! Jesus Christ will cut through all the CCM and careless or carnal living that we have done and lay everything out on the table for what it really is. What are you building for the future? Friend, will you be ready for the coming of the Lord? Faithful and true would He find us here, if He should come today? 

Philippians 3:14 says: 

“I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Matthew Henry wrote: 

“It ought to be the business of every day to prepare for the our last day.”  

Martin Luther said that He had two days marked on his calendar: “Today and That day!”
Shame

Dear friend, do not take this most solemn event lightly! We treat the Judgment Seat of Christ as though it were a Sunday School picnic. This will not be the case. There is a day coming when we as believers in Christ will be evaluated for the way they have lived upon planet earth. The secret things of our lives that dealt with evil motives, thoughts, words, actions, unforgiveness, and hypocrisy will be brought out into the light. Apparently there will be much shame on the part of unfaithful believers who have lived their own carnal and selfish lives. 

1 John 2:28 says: 

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.”

Shame will be experienced in the lives of believers when they realize that their own personal lives were not in order when Jesus returned. There will also be shame in regards to the sinful past, unfaithfulness and neglected opportunities to serve the Lord. There will also be shame if your hand is caught in cookie jar when Jesus returns!! The Bible seems to teach that there will be real shame at the Judgment Seat of Christ to a greater and lesser degree, depending on the measure of unfaithful living and service of each believer. This shame will then result from a misspent life in sin, selfishness and slothfulness (laziness). 

In this day of examination we will know what kind of servant we have been for the Lord. We will in some measure recollect our worthless deeds and unfaithful living while on earth. We will know in a moment’s time what kind of servant we have been for the Lord! Our faithfulness and what we have done for the Lord is all that is going to last. Nothing else will matter in this time of examination.

F.E. Marsh has written these soul-searching words: 

“The light of the Lord's presence will illuminate our life and reveal every secret of our heart; for the counsels of the heart will be revealed and the hidden things will be seen in the light. What a revelation it will be! Ambitions, not of the Lord, will be seen. Black bitterness against others will be detected. Covetousness of the heart will be unmasked. Deviations from the truth will be discovered. Envyings of others will be revealed. Faultfinding with our brethren will be discerned. Grumblings and murmurings will be disclosed. Heart backslidings and secret faults will be made known. Indulgings of the flesh and selfishness will be unearthed. Judging of others wrongfully will be unfolded. Love of money, ease, and the world will be decried. Mixed motives in work for Christ will be ferreted out. Opportunities lost for doing good and confessing Christ will be shown up. Perverseness of heart, and pleasures not of God will be apparent. Quarrellings, backbiting, anger, and malice will be seen. Rebelliousness and repinings under God’s chastening hand will be distinguished. Selfishness, slanderings, and self‑will will be observed. Tremblings before the world will be palpable. Uncleanness of heart will be recognized. Willfulness and wanderings will visible. Yearnings for the flesh pots of Egypt will be evident; and zealousness to be had in honor of men will be made plain.”

In view of the coming examination we must remember how important it is to live our days on earth in a godly fashion and continue to serve the Lord faithfully, continually, and lovingly. The final examination today should keep us on our spiritual tiptoes and remind us how important it is to live right, be right, and do right. The words of the songwriter should echo in our hearts: 

“Only one life, twill soon be past,

Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Only one chance to do His will. 

So give to Jesus every day, 

For it’s the only life that pays, 

When you recall you have but one life!!”

“Yes Lord, It is True.”

Romans 14:10-12 

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 

When the fire tries our lives for what they really were we will conclude the day of examination by saying, “Yes Lord, it is true.” The word “confess” (vs. 11) means to openly acknowledge or agree to something. In this day we will say, “Yes Lord, it is true!” To confess means that we will agree with the Lord’s assessment of our unfaithfulness and those worthless, sinful, and unproductive deeds that we did while living on earth. We will not have to actually confess all of our past sins, or somehow verbally answer for all our sins, or be chased, hounded, and judged for our sins any way. This would go against the character of God’s grace and forgiveness that is found in Christ. Christ will not haunt and hound us with our sins but cause us to see our lack of commitment so that we can see His perfect justice in this final examination. 

In this day we will simply acknowledge that all the wood, hay and stubble, which the Lord has revealed in our lives, was a true and righteous judgment on His part (Rev. 16:7). In the final analysis, we will agree with the Lord’s conclusion on this day of final examination. We will say, “Yes Lord, it is true.” Paul applies this Old Testament verse (Isaiah 45:23) to the time when the Lord examines believers. We will humbly bow before Him and confess that His judgment over our lives is absolutely pure and true. “Yes Lord, it is true.” 

Please note that “every man shall give account of himself to God” (Rom. 14:12). The word “account” is the word “logos” which means to speak a word. The idea is that we will give a word of open acknowledgement concerning the way that we have lived. In this day of final examination, all Christians will mentally confess (agree) and verbally confess (agree) that the Lord has faithfully and righteously examined their lives as His servants. We will agree by a simple but true acknowledgment that all that Jesus Christ has revealed about our lives is absolutely true. “Yes Lord, it is true.” 

When a school or college student receives a report card it tells him the way he has performed throughout a particular school semester. He can read the report card and know exactly how he has performed. When a young child takes the report card home he must face the record with his parents. He normally finds himself confessing to his parents about his lack of performance! In a similar fashion, when Jesus hands out our final report card, we will confess that His grading system was fair. There will be no need to resurface any of the past for that will speak for itself. All we will do is give a word of agreement to the Lord. “Yes Lord, it is true.” The final grade on this examine cannot be changed. There will no opportunity to improve your grade. No bonus points or retest. You will get what you have earned. 

What kind of grade will you receive on the final examination? When you confess, “Yes Lord it is true,” what will be your eternal and unchanging grade? Will you agree with the Lord that you have squandered away much of your life and many opportunities to serve Him and do what is right? Will you agree with the Lord that you have bypassed His will and failed to serve and live for Him faithfully? Will it be true that you have wasted your days on earth by your own selfish and carnal living? What will you really confess in that coming final examine and day of report when you say, “Yes Lord, it is true?”

Many of us will say, “I’d wish I had given Him more!” Perhaps most, if not all of us, will come to this conclusion. However, there will be much more shame, many more regrets, and more tears shed for those Christians who have lived a selfish and carnal life. This will not be a general judgment where we all receive the same rewards and recognition. Many in this day may echo these sad words: 

“O the years in sinning wasted,

Could I but recall them now,

I would give them to my savior,

To his will I'd gladly bow.”

One must wonder if some of our hearts will reflect upon our past life in the way Theodore W. Brennan recorded in his poem:  

“I looked upon a farm one day.

That once I used to own;

The barn had fallen to the ground.

The fields were overgrown.

The house in which my children grew.

Where we had lived for years --

I turned to see it broken down.

And brushed aside the tears.

I looked upon my soul one day.

To find it too had grown

With thorns and nettles everywhere.

The seeds neglect had sown.

The years had passed while I had cared

For things of lesser worth:

The things of Heaven I let go

When minding things of Earth.

To Christ I turned with bitter tears.

And cried, "O Lord, forgive!

I haven't much time left for Thee,

Not many years to live."

The wasted years forever gone,

The days I can't recall;

If I could live those days again.

I'd make Him Lord of all.”

Proverbs 13:4 says, “The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.” 

We can be sure that many tears will flow in this meeting place within the air, prior to our entrance into the eternal state, where no tears will fall (Revelation 21:4). But one thing is certain. When we pass through the fire and when all the tears and regrets have been wiped away we will stand rewarded for the good things that we have done. Grace will find something in all of us that is worthy of reward and recognition. Christ will find some gems in all of our lives for the Bible says “and then shall every man have praise of God” (1 Cor. 4:5). Think of it. The praise of God. In the end, this is all that will matter! 
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