TWO RIVERS OF GREEK MANUSCRIPTS

(By Pastor Kelly Sensenig)

(Unpolluted River)

A. There is a river or flow of manuscripts through the centuries of time that have been untouched by human error and from the attacks of the devil upon the Bible. There are over 5,200 Greek manuscripts compared together in this unpolluted river or line that have flowed down to us from the past centuries. The majority of manuscripts discovered in the past as well as the present testify to the authenticity of the Greek text behind the K.J.V. known as the "Textus Receptus" (Latin meaning — "text" (textum) now "received" (receptum) by all. This became known as the Textus Receptus or received text. It is the text received as the Word of God, which has flowed into our hands through the providential working of God.
B. This text was derived from Greek manuscripts from the Byzantine period (312–1453) known as the traditional text. 80% to 90% of the manuscripts behind the Received Text contain a text, which closely resembles the Byzantine Text. We believe God did preserve this text for us today. It really is the majority text (taken from the majority of manuscripts). Throughout history God has kept a river of Greek manuscripts from being polluted or tampered with by the devil. God has preserved His own Word as He promised (Psalms 100:5; 119:152,160; Isaiah 40:8; Matt. 5:18; 1 Peter 1:25). These are God’s promises to providentially keep the original text from loss and alteration of meaning. God has done this by keeping a river of manuscripts from being polluted by human errors and devilish corruption.  

WHY WE BELIEVE THE RECEIVED TEXT IS GOD'S PRESERVED WORD FOR TODAY

1. Because it uses the majority of manuscript evidence to authenticate itself (80% to 90%—4,200 to 4,730 out of a possible 5,255 copies of manuscripts contain a Greek text which resembles the text behind to K.J.V.).

2. Because it has been God's text used in the Protestant church as a whole from 1453 to 1881 (over 4 centuries or 400 years).

3. Because copies of the original autographs will normally have the largest number of descendants. The manuscripts that were used were copied over and over again. That is why we have the reproduction of thousands and thousands of manuscripts today to prove the authenticity of the text behind the King James Version of the Bible.

4. Because we do not believe that this text which guided the true people of God through the years can be set aside by one manuscript in a monastery and one manuscript in the Pope's palace (Vatican).

5. Because God has only one Bible. Some one hundred years ago the Greek scholar John Burgon wrote "If you and I believe that the original writings of the Scripture were verbally inspired by God, then of necessity they must have been providentially preserved through the ages."

6. Because the Alexandarian manuscripts (Vaticanus & Sinaiticus) from which the new Bible versions are taken were discovered after the publication of the K.J.V. God obviously wanted to settle His word before the real corruption set in by these later findings.

(POLLUTED RIVER)

A. This is the river or line of Greek manuscripts that has been tampered with by liberal philosophy and unbelieving scholarship in the past. They have been corrupted by human error through the subtle working of the devil. The pollution of God’s Word in this particular manuscript flow occurred many centuries ago and came to a head in the present polluted Bibles of our day. Only 2 or 3 Greek manuscripts are compared together to form the basis of this corrupted Greek text, which has drifted down through the polluted stream. These manuscripts are known as:

1. Vaticanus Manuscript (4th century) — It's at the Vatican, Rome for the last 400 years.

2. Sinaitic Manuscript (4th century) — Derives it's name from the fact that it was rescued from some monks on Mt. Sinai through the influence of the emperor of Russia, in 1859. *These documents were found heaped together by some monks who were using them as fuel for fire (In British museum).

3. Alexandrian Manuscript (5th century)

*These are the three basic or primary manuscripts used to form the basis of the Greek text behind all the modern Bible versions. This is why the Greek text behind the modern Bibles is called the minority text. It’s because this text has been created by only following the conclusions of a minority of manuscripts. Without these three manuscripts there would be no modern Bibles. The modern Bibles are built upon these manuscripts and the critics of God’s Word heavily rely upon the findings in these polluted manuscripts. 

B.  Two men by the names of Brooke Foss Westcott & John

      Anthony Hort secretly developed this text and sold it to

      the world. These men were liberal theologians who were

      entrenched in Roman Catholic heresies.

*As stated already, their Greek text, not God’s became known as the Minority Text taken from only a small minority of manuscripts. It's also known as the Critical Greek Text of higher criticism. It's also known as the Alexandrian Text since these manuscripts were derived from the days of the Alexandrian school in Alexandria Egypt (150 A.D.) Clement & Origen established early corrupt manuscripts.

This Greek text was the basis for:

1. Revised Standard Version of 1881

2. All Bible versions which follows (American Standard Version, New American Standard, New International Version, etc.).

3. Jehovah's Witness Bible

All of liberalism and even the cults will cater to a text that is liberal, biased and corrupt. The devil wants man to fish from the polluted stream of manuscript waters. As a result of man’s fishing in the wrong river, the church has developed Bibles that are polluted. We have Bibles that are clearly adding to God’s Word and deleting from God’s Word. We have Bibles that have altered God’s eternal Word. 

WHY WE REJECT THE CRITICAL TEXT BEHIND MODERN VERSIONS

1. Because of the early dates (4th and 5th centuries). These manuscripts are older than all the other manuscripts (thousands of them) because they were never used and dispersed abroad. They should have been read to pieces. Trustworthy Greek manuscripts wore out and were copied over (older does not mean better).

2. Because this text has a false textual foundation. It is derived from the corrupt, Greek, manuscript writings of the Alexandrian school. Men like Origen were liberal and trained in philosophy. They established these corrupted manuscripts about 200 A.D. He edited a six volume Bible in his day known as the "hexapla." Origen did not believe in the deity of Christ. He claimed Christ was a created being. In Constantine's time period Eusibius brought into being a Bible that was founded upon Alexandrian manuscripts. He was a follower of Origen. *The Alexandrian Text was just that. The local text of Alexandrian Egypt which never really spread beyond Egypt.

3. Because of the liberal scholarship behind the text.

Quotes from John Anthony Hort:

a. "Evangelicals seem to be perverted rather than untrue."

b. "But the book that has most engaged me is Darwin. … My feeling is strong that the theory is unanswerable."

c. "I have been persuaded for many years that Mary-worship and Jesus-worship have very much in common …"

d. "I am inclined to think that such a state as Eden (I mean the popular notion) never existed."

e. "We dare not forsake the sacraments or God will forsake us."

Quotes from Brooke Foss Westcott:

a. "It is very small, with one kneeling-place; and behind the screen was a 'pieta' (Mary and a dead Christ) … Had I been alone I could have knelt there for hours."

b. "No one now I suppose, holds that the first three chapters of Genesis, for example, gives a literal history."

*It's no wonder why the Critical Text with all of its liberal corruptions is accepted by liberal scholarship and the Roman Catholic Church. We have left the Word of God in the hands of the liberals and publishing houses of our day. Marketing the Bible to fit man’s preferences has become the goal of our time. This is why we have gender Bibles being written. 

4. Because they represent less than 10% of the existing 5,255 manuscripts available.

5. Because nobody has seen Vaticanus. It has been under lock and key in Rome. We have only the copies, which Rome decided to give the outside world.

6. Because there are over 36,000 places where this text differs from the traditional text (Received Text). These literally thousands of changes take away from the reassuring truth that God has kept every word in tact for His people down through the ages (Matthew 5:18).

7. Because they affect the truth about Bible doctrines such as the virgin birth, blood of Christ and deity of Christ. 

In summary, there is the polluted stream of manuscripts (Alexandrian school — Vaticanus & Sinaiticus) and there is the unpolluted stream of manuscripts (Byzantine, traditional — Received Text). Which will you choose?

Think about this??
*If 5,200 people were standing across a peaceful and calm river which they had just safely crossed and only two or three were standing across another river that was raging and swirling with current; which river would you feel safer crossing? I think the answer is obvious!

Let us not be confused and led astray when scholarship says, "Not in the older manuscripts or not in the better manuscripts." What are the better manuscripts? They don't tell you. We know what they are referring to and can see how silly it is to accept them as God's preserved Word. 

*The Greek text behind the K.J.V. is without error. It is this Greek text which has come from the river (flow) of literally thousands of accepted Greek manuscripts compared together, in contrast to the two or three major manuscripts from which all the other versions are translated! 

It is the Greek text that is the issue. Has God providentially preserved His eternal Word through a text? Has God kept a text pure and free from corruption down through the centuries? When we say “yes” then we can believe in the complete inspiration and preservation of the Bible for today. When we say “no” then we cannot believe in the complete inspiration and preservation of the Bible for today. We will pass the Bible off as only being inspired in the original manuscripts. What about today? Do we have a verbally inspired Bible for today? How often have you heard this statement, “Only in the original manuscripts?” Benjamin Warfield coined this famous saying in order to try and accommodate the biased liberal findings in the corrupt texts of his day.  

When we do not believe that God has providentially preserved His Word for today, then our view concerning the inspiration and preservation of the Bible becomes foggy and filled with uncertainty and doubt. When this occurs, then the devil, who was the first textual critic in Eden, wins another victory in his ongoing battle to destroy the truthfulness of God’s eternal Word. 

When we conclude that God has not kept His Word in tact, then the devil wins the victory by placing the seeds of doubt within our mind concerning the preservation and complete trustworthiness of the Bible. 

“Yea, hath God said?”
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