Crowns for Christians
By Pastor Kelly Sensenig 

One of Aesop's fables is the story of "The Hare and the Tortoise". It goes like this: The Hare was once boasting of his speed before the other animals.  "I have never yet been beaten," said he, "when I put forth my full speed.  I challenge any one here to race with me." The Tortoise said quietly, "I accept your challenge." "That is a good joke," said the Hare; "I could dance round you all the way." "Keep your boasting till you have been beaten," answered the Tortoise. "Shall we race?" So a course was fixed and a start was made. The Hare darted almost out of sight at once, but soon stopped and, to show his contempt for the Tortoise, lay down to have a nap.  The Tortoise plodded on and plodded on, and when the Hare awoke from his nap, he saw the Tortoise just near the winning-post and could not run up in time to save the race. Then said the Tortoise: "Plodding wins the race." To persevere means one step at a time. To persevere means keeping your eyes on the prize. To persevere is to love the Lord with all your heart, soul and mind and to endure until the race is over.

The Bible compares the Christian life to a race (Heb. 12:1-2) that must be run and in the end won, if we are going to receive reward from the Lord (1 Cor. 9:25-27). The way Jesus will reward His saints on “that day” (1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Tim. 4:8), the day in which He comes for His New Testament saints, is clearly outlined in Scripture. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” 

1 Corinthians 3:13 

“Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.” 

This will be a day of final examination for each Christian where they will be brought under the omniscient eye, scrutiny, and searching examination of Jesus Christ. Their entire life will be examined. The Lord will inspect the kind of works which each Christian has done in relationship to his overall living and service for Christ. Only those works which were done for Christ will last. The quality and quantity will be taken into consideration. The manner, motive, and method behind our works will be considered. All will be taken into consideration at this final examination. Only those works which were done in a way that glorifies God (1 Cor. 10:31) will withstand the test and remain. 

1 Corinthians 3:14 says: 
“If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.” 

Jesus promised that there will be plenty of rewards handed out on this day (Heb. 6:10; 1 Cor. 15:58). Christ promised that His followers would even receive a reward for giving a cup of cold water in His name (Matt. 10:42). In some way, everything that we do for the Lord, and which passes His test, will bring reward into our lives. 
“Only one life,
Twilt soon be past,

Only what’s done for Christ will last.”

Yes, in some way we will be rewarded for everything that we do which truly honors the Lord. Our measure of reward will be visibly portrayed by the way that we can reflect the glory of Jesus Christ (Rev. 19:8). We will note this at the close our study. All Christians will receive some reward and the praise of God (1 Cor. 4:5). But the Bible also teaches there will be special rewards given to Christians for particular acts of service and specific areas of faithful living. These rewards are explained as crowns that Christians will receive when they stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. This is why I have called this study “Crowns for Christians.” 
There are five crowns mentioned in Scripture that Christians can receive. These are crowns or rewards that believers can actually receive at Christ’s coming for their faithful living. 
I do believe Scripture mentions these crowns as material (literal) crowns and not just metaphorical crowns of recognition that believers receive at Christ’s coming. They will be literal crowns since metaphorical crowns cannot be cast before the feet of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 4:10 says: 
“The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne …”  

I believe that these are literal crowns but these crowns will not be worn on our heads in Heaven. Instead, we will cast them before the feet of Jesus. In other words, the Church will not feel worthy to wear visible crowns on their heads in the presence of Jesus Christ. The crowns of the church are laid at Jesus’ feet as an act of submission and worship. The only One worthy is the Lord Jesus.

“Standing before Him at last,

Trials and trouble all past,

Crowns at His feet we will cast:

Jesus is coming again!”

The key to understanding the crowns and the eternal rewards associated with them is seen in their descriptions. 

The description of each crown portrays how God’s saints will enjoy eternity. The way each crown is described is the way each believer will experience and enjoy eternity. The crowns or rewards will be primarily **experienced** instead of worn on the head. The eternal reward will not be a crown on our head (Rev. 4:10), but the reward of being able to enjoy eternity in some specific way, which is explained in the crown’s description. In short, the material crowns will not last for eternity, but what they describe will be experienced by those who receive them, and this experience will become their true reward, which will last for eternity. 

1. The crown of life (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10). 

This crown focuses on the enjoyment of eternal life. 

Revelation 2:10 

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

The description given of the crown of life portrays how each saint, who receives this crown, will experience the joy of eternal life. This reward is not eternal life. Eternal life is a gift through faith or personal belief in Jesus Christ that all believers receive (John 1:11-12; 3:16; 1 John 5:11-12). Eternal life is never reviewed as a reward. What is the reward? It’s the joy and abundance of eternal life that one will experience throughout eternity. This is a special reward given to Christians for their endurance under persecution. It’s a reward for enduring trials, persecution, and even death for Jesus Christ. This same crown is mentioned elsewhere. 
James 1:12 

“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.” 

In this verse James returns to the theme with which he opened this passage with in verses 2-3. It’s here that James speaks of “temptation” (trials), testing, and perseverance (“patience”) during these times of trials. The Christian who steadfastly endures trials and has stood the test will receive the crown of life. This “crown” consists of life, that is, it is somehow related to life itself. It’s a special enjoyment of eternal life that the person will experience throughout eternity who receives this reward. James is saying that the Christian who perseveres under trials, who does not yield to temptations to depart from the will of God, demonstrates his or her love for God (“them that love him”). It is those Christians that persevere under trials out of love for God that He will reward with the crown of life. Only the person who endures will receive this crown.

This is a crown or reward given to those who walk by faith in the Lord’s power and promises and endure temptation, affliction, suffering, and even martyrdom because of their love and commitment for Jesus Christ. Those who experience persecution and peril for the Lord, and who persevere through their time of suffering while holding on to Christ’s hand, are given the promise that they will receive a “crown of life.” Let us never forget. Faithfulness will be rewarded! 

“I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). This is not a diadem which is a crown for a king but this is the Greek word “stephanos” which is a crown for a winner or victor. The word that is used signified the “victor’s crown” at the races, not the royal crown of the king. It is the word stephanos from which we get the names Stephen and Stephanie. This crown was actually a wreath or garland of flowers which was given as a prize to victors in the public Greek games. 

Now please note that this is called a “crown of life.” The description given of this crown portrays how each saint, who receives this crown, will experience eternal life.  We must once again understand that the crowns or rewards are primarily experienced. The saints who receive this crown will be able to experience the joy and blessing of eternal life in some greater capacity then the other saints in Heaven. The crown that these saints receive will be an outward reflection of how they will possess a special enjoyment of their eternal life in Heaven. Those who suffer for Christ and who die for Jesus Christ will experience a deeper appreciation of eternal life in Heaven and throughout eternity. We might look at it this way. Everyone’s cup will be full in Heaven but some people will have a different sized cup or different capacity for enjoying Heaven. This is probably what is in view in the expression “crown of life.” The literal crown that these saints receive will be a reflection of the fuller enjoyment of the glories of Heaven that these suffering and martyred believers will experience. 

The person who endures trials and who is willing to die for Christ will receive the crown of life after Jesus Christ has approved them. This approval will take place when the Lord evaluates that believer’s works at the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:13). Those who receive the crown of life for their suffering and martyrdom will experience an added inner joy and fulfillment of the blessing which is related to eternal life. Those saints who receive this crown or reward, which is related to eternal life, will be able to experience the blessing of eternal life in a deeper and more significant way. They will be able to experience a special and precious joy associated with eternal life. When one is martyred and taken out of life early, they will be given the reward of being able to enjoy and appreciate eternal life in a greater way.  

Polycarp of Smyrna was burned at the stake in 155 A.D. at the ripe old age of 86. On the day of his execution the magistrate pressed him hard and said, ‘Swear the oath, and I will release thee; revile the Christ,’ But Polycarp said, ‘Fourscore and six years have I been His servant, and He hath done me no wrong. How then can I blaspheme my King who saved me?’ 

As the wood was piled around his feet and ignited, Polycarp turned his eyes skyward and said, "O Lord God Almighty, Father of the blessed and beloved Son, Jesus Christ, I thank you for giving me this day and this hour, that I may be numbered among your martyrs, to share the cup of Jesus, and to rise again to life everlasting."

This man and millions of other Christians will receive the crown of life because of their stand for Christ and willingness to experience persecution and even death for Christ. 

A group of 100 Romans soldiers had been drawn together in a special bond of closeness through the experiences they shared in battle. Among them were 40 Christians. One day the emperor called for a test of loyalty, demanding that every member of the army bow down before his statue.  As each of the 40 believers passed before the image, they refused to worship it. One by one they declared, "I'm a Christian!" And everyone received the sentence of death.  Because of his high regard for these men, the legion commander was heartsick as he marched them onto the ice, where they would be left to die from exposure to the bitter cold. As they went out into the darkness, this chant rang in his ears:  "Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ, claim for Thee the victory and from Thee the crown."  
The commander waited throughout the night on shore near a roaring fire, hoping some would change their minds and obey the imperial decree. Finally he saw a solitary figure groping his way toward the fire. Approaching the emperor's statue, the half-frozen man fell down before it.  But no one else appeared! The centurion was so moved by the steadfastness of the 39 remaining men that he dropped his armor and rushed to join that dying band.  In a few moments the cry again was heard echoing across the frigid wasteland: "Forty wrestlers, wrestling for Thee, O Christ, claim for Thee the victory and from Thee the crown."

Those who are willing to greatly suffer for Christ and give their lives for Christ will receive this crown of life, and experience a special and precious joy associated with eternal life, which others will not experience or possess. 

2. The incorruptible crown (1 Corinthians 9:25-27)

This crown focuses on the joy of victory.

1 Corinthians 9:25-27 

“And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

The description given of the incorruptible crown portrays how each saint, who receives this crown, will experience a greater joy and appreciation for their new sinless and untainted body.  Remember that the crowns or rewards are primarily experienced. The victors crown is for those who successfully combat and have victory over the old nature. Those who are victors in this way will receive what is called an “incorruptible” crown. It will be a crown that will never fade away or be lost in comparison to the crowns that are received on earth by man. Those who ran in the Greek games and won the race would receive a crown that consisted of a wreath or garland. It was a crown that would eventually fade away and lose its significance (“corruptible crown” – vs. 25). However, God’s crown will last forever through the expression of God-given reward. This is why they are called an “incorruptible” crown. 

Now the incorruptible crown is given to those saints who gain victory and control over the sin nature in a greater way throughout their lives. This crown focuses on victory in the Christian life. Those saints will receive this crown following their long earthly struggle with sin and their victories which they have obtained over the old nature. It’s these saints who will appreciate their eternal victory in a deeper and richer way, a victory that they will possess in Heaven and throughout the eternal state. Their struggle to maintain victory in this life will translate into great joy and delight in the next life. In short, those who fought hard and labored fervently (“strive for the mastery” – vs. 25) in order to receive this crown will have a greater appreciation and enjoyment of the victory and untainted life that they will experience throughout eternity. They will enjoy the absolute purity and perfection in their glorified bodies that will come without fighting, toiling, and labor.  

Billy Sunday, the baseball evangelist and reformer, never spared himself nor those he wanted to help in the vigor of his attacks on sin. He thundered against evil from the 1890’s through the Great Depression. He preached Christ as the only answer to man’s needs until his death in 1935. 

“I’m against sin,” he said. “I’ll kick it as long as I’ve got a foot, and I’ll fight it as long as I’ve got a fist. I’ll butt it as long as I’ve got a head. I’ll bite it as long as I’ve got a tooth. When I’m old and fistless and footless and toothless, I’ll gum it till I go home to Glory and it goes home to perdition.”

3. The soul-winner’s crown (Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19-20), 

This crown focuses on the joy of saved souls.

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? [20] For ye are our glory and joy.” 

The description given of the crown of rejoicing portrays how each saint, who receives this crown, will experience the joy of seeing souls in Heaven whom they had won to Christ. Remember again that the crowns or rewards are primarily experienced. 
Philippians 4:1 also states: 
“Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” 

These two passages (Phil. 4:1; 1 Thess. 2:19-20) link the people that Paul had won for Christ with a crown that he would receive someday. Apparently Paul expected to receive a crown for those that he led to Jesus Christ and nurtured along in their Christian life. Please note that Paul said the saints themselves would be his crown (“crown of rejoicing”) when he would meet them in the air at Christ’s coming. Yes, the people Paul had won to Christ were themselves his true crown (reward) but the implication that Paul is making is that they would provide a crown for him at Christ’s coming. 
Paul seems to suggest or insinuate that he would receive a crown for winning them to Christ, or else Paul would not have used the word crown in this context. In essence, Paul is saying, “You are the only crown I really need.” By this statement he implies or indicates that he would receive a crown for leading them to Christ, while realizing that seeing the people in Heaven, which he had won to Christ, would be his ultimate crown and blessing (“glory and joy” – vs. 20). So the true crown is not the one that Paul would receive for his head but the joy that he would receive throughout eternity when seeing people in Heaven that he had led to Christ. This crown emphasizes the wondrous joy that a person will have in Heaven when seeing people there who they have won to Christ. The person who receives this crown will possess a special joy and blessing. They will experience the joy of seeing saved souls in Heaven whose salvation was made possible through their efforts.   

The joy of greeting believers at Christ’s coming and in Heaven also brings with it a solemn warning. It’s this. We will lose a certain amount of joy if we go to heaven empty-handed. 

“Must I go, and empty-handed,”

Thus my dear Redeemer meet?

Not one day of service give Him,

Lay no trophy at His feet?

“Must I go, and empty-handed?”

Must I meet my Savior so?

Not one soul with which to greet Him:

Must I empty-handed go?

Not at death I shrink nor falter,

For my Saviour saves me now;

But to meet Him empty handed,

Tho’t of that now clouds my brow.
O the years in sinning wasted,

Could I but recall them now,

I would give them to my Savior,

To His will I’d gladly bow.

O ye saints, arouse, be earnest,

Up and work while yet ’tis day;

Ere the night of death o’ertake thee,

Strive for souls while still you may.

“Must I go, and empty-handed?”

Must I meet my Savior so?

Not one soul with which to greet Him:

Must I empty-handed go?

The Christian who has not sincerely tried to win others to Christ will not experience this particular glory and joy that Paul speaks about when Jesus Christ returns (“for ye are our glory and joy” – vs. 20). Dear friend, it is not enough to “wait for his Son from heaven” (1 Thess. 1:10). We must also witness about His Son (1 Thess. 1:8) and populate Heaven with people that we have won to Christ (1 Thess. 2:19-20), so that when we get to Heaven, we will have trophies to present for God’s glory. 

These verses teach that there is a special joy and reward for the soul winner. Yes, there will be a literal crown and eternal reward received for winning souls to Christ, but the real joy comes when we find people populating Heaven that we have pointed to Christ. This is the true reward that we will experience for eternity. So the emphasis on the crown of rejoicing (the soul winner’s crown) is again on the enjoyment that we will experience in our hearts and lives throughout eternity by seeing the fruit of our labors (“are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?”).  Will we see the faces of those in heaven that we have lead to Jesus Christ? Will they come up to us and say, “Thank you! I remember the day when you pointed me to Jesus Christ. 
Daniel 12:3 states: 
“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” 

This verse speaks of a special reward that is connected with soul winners! If you want a soul-winner’s crown you must be active in evangelism, spreading the seed, and in time you will reap. 

The reward for soul-winning will be given to those saints who avidly and persistently are seeking to win the lost to Christ and who sacrifice their time and treasure to see people come to Christ. They are those who have their eyes on the harvest and who want to be part of evangelism and seeing people saved. 

In his book Treasury of Quotations on Religious Subjects, F. B. Proctor tells the following story about Rowland Hill, a well-known minister in 18th- century England.  On one occasion, Pastor Hill was introducing a friend to Dr. Edward Jenner, the physician who had discovered the vaccination for smallpox.  In his introduction, Hill commented that the renowned Dr. Jenner had saved more lives than any other man.  At this, the doctor turned to Pastor Hill and remarked, "You said I saved more lives than any other man, and that may be true. However, I would rather have it be said of me as it might be said of you, that I saved more souls!"

4. The crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:7-8). 

This crown focuses on the joy of faithful living. 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.” 

The description given of the crown of righteousness portrays how each saint, who receives this crown, will experience tremendous joy and satisfaction throughout eternity, since they have faithfully maintained a righteous life while living on earth. In verse seven Paul said that he fought a good fight, finished the course God had for his life, and faithfully kept the truth of God’s Word (did not compromise). Since Paul accomplished these things he says that he would receive a “crown of righteousness” (vs. 8) at Christ’s coming along with all those who love the appearing of Christ in view of their service and commitment to Christ and His cause. This is a crown that focuses on fighting right, living right, and finishing right! This crown will be given as a reward for righteousness living.  It’s a crown that will be given to those saints who have stood the test and finished the test. It’s a crown that will be given to those who maintain faithful ministry and dedication to the Lord.

1 Corinthians 4:2 

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.” 

A chaplain who was ministering to a seriously wounded soldier was requested by the dying man to write a letter to his former Sunday school teacher. "Tell her I died a Christian because of what she taught me in that class in church. The memory of her earnest pleas and the warmth of her love as she asked us to accept Jesus have stayed with me.  Tell her I'll meet her in Heaven." The message was sent, and some time later the chaplain received this reply: "May God forgive me. Just last month I resigned my position and abandoned my Sunday school pupils because I felt my work had been fruitless.  How I regret my impatience and lack of faith!  I shall ask my pastor to let me go back to teaching. I have learned that when one sows for God, the reaping is both sure and blessed!"
My prayer and desire is that I finish well! If you compromise in the end you will not receive this crown. You must remain faithful to God’s Word and purpose for your life if you are going to receive this crown of righteousness. If we fight, follow, remain faithful, and finish well a crown of righteousness awaits us. Once again, this crown will be primarily experienced throughout eternity, as we sense an inward satisfaction and enjoyment for living a righteous life while on earth. In some ways our life on earth will affect our life in Heaven!   
A shepherd and his small dog once came to live in the city of Edinburgh, Scotland. The animal was so loyal to his owner that he followed him everywhere. Some time later the man died and was buried in the local cemetery. Hardly anyone noticed the little dog trailing behind the mourners; but after they left, he went and sat down on the shepherd's grave.  He stayed there not for a day, a week, or a month, but the rest of his life! Interested people gave him food and water, and he never left the spot where his master had been laid to rest. After 12 years he finally died at his post of vigilance. Now this was faithfulness! Dear friend, we as Christians would show the same kind of devotion to our Lord. If we do, in the end we will receive a crown of righteousness. We will be able to possess the inner joy, satisfaction, and blessing of having lived out a life on earth that will count for eternity. 
5. The crown of glory (1 Peter 5:1-4).  

This crown focuses on the joy of shepherding. 

1 Peter 5:1-4 

“The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 

The description given of the crown of glory portrays how each saint, who receives this crown, will experience the joy of sharing, reflecting, and expressing Christ’s glory to others. This is a crown of glory given to faithful shepherds of the flock who feed, tend, and care for the people that God has entrusted to their care. These elders or pastors must seek to feed right (“Feed the flock” – vs. 2), rule right (“taking the oversight” – vs. 2 and “neither as being lords over God’s heritage” – vs. 3), and live right (“not for filthy lucre” – vs. 2 and “ensamples to the flock” – vs. 3). God guarantees that those ministers who serve Him faithfully, in accordance with the guidelines of verses 2- 3, will receive an eternal reward. When a pastor follows God’s guidelines for ministry he is promised a crown or reward from the “chief Shepherd” (vs. 4) who is Jesus Christ. 

Young ministers often visited the great British preacher G. Campbell Morgan to ask him the secret of his success.  When someone inquired of him what he told these aspiring pastors, Morgan replied, "I always say to them the same thing--work; hard work; and again, work!" And Morgan lived up to his own advice.  He would be in his study every morning at 6 o'clock, finding rich treasures out of his Bible to pass on to God's people.
An elder’s ministry should be done with the proper awareness that he serves the Chief Shepherd and that he is answerable and accountable to the Lord. If a pastor wants this crown he must seek to measure up to Christ’s standards. Peter wanted the Chief Shepherd to find his fellow elders faithful when He returns at the Rapture. This is the time they would give account of their stewardship at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Heb. 13:17). The fact that Christian leaders will one day receive from the hand of Christ a reward for their service should be a stimulant to faithful duty. 

When Christ returns He will reward these faithful pastors with a “crown of glory” (vs. 4). The word “glory” points to Christ’s radiating brilliance that emanates from His body (Rev. 1:16; Matt. 17:1-3) which reflects His purity and perfection as the eternal God. In some way the crown that faithful pastors receive will be the ability to reflect and outwardly demonstrate the glory of Jesus Christ through their lives. The fact that this glory never fades away not only speaks of the eternal nature of the reward (see 1 Cor. 9:25) but also how this reward will be visibly displayed by the bodies of those who receive it. They will be able to radiate and display Christ’s own glory or light from their own personal bodies in a special way that others cannot. 

The Greek word for “fade away” relates to the amaranth flower, which does not lose its beauty and therefore symbolizes immortality. The flower was said to be eternal because it never withered or faded, and when plucked off revived (if moistened with water). It was a symbol of perpetuity and immortality. Someday those pastors who have faithfully served their office will be given a “crown of glory” that will allow pastors to visibly display or reflect Christ’s radiating glory. The Lord’s faithful undershepherds (pastors) will apparently share Christ’s glory in a special way (1 Peter 5:1 – “also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed”). Pastors will not get the glory but have the privilege to reflect Christ’s glory and outwardly display this glory from their own lives when Jesus returns and rewards them. A special glory awaits faithful pastors and preachers of God’s Word.  It will be a glory that “fadeth not away” (1 Pet. 5:4) meaning that the effect of this reward will be eternal. 

Yes, we all will share Christ’s glory when we are glorified and fitted for eternity (Rom. 8:18) but those pastor’s who have faithfully served will receive a “crown of glory” or a special reward that will enable them to share and represent Christ’s glory in a greater way. They will be able to reflect the radiating glory of Jesus Christ in a greater way and share this glory through their own personal bodies and lives. This is because the eternal nature of this reward seems to be the saint’s ability to reflect and represent the radiating glory of Jesus Christ. 

Throughout eternity we will be able to shine forth the measure of our reward by reflecting and radiating the glory of Jesus Christ from our bodies (Dan. 12:3; 1 Pet. 5:4). This may ultimately be true for all Christians. The measure of our reward will be witnessed by the measure of light we can reflect from Christ and then radiate from our bodies to glorify Christ. 

Daniel 12:3 once again says: 
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 

The saint’s radiant shining is depicted in the way she is dressed following the Rapture and her marriage to Christ. 
Revelation 19:8 

“And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” 

The text actually reads, “righteousnesses of the saints” and reflects the reward that they will receive following the Rapture. Their level of reward will be reflected in their ability to radiate Christ’s glory. Apparently our measure of reward will be visibly portrayed by the way that we can reflect the glory of Jesus Christ. What greater reward and joy could we have than to glorify Jesus Christ as we reflect His glory and demonstrate it to others throughout eternity! This will result in great satisfaction and fulfillment for every faithful pastor. It will be an immeasurable joy that will last for eternity. Pastors in a special way will be able to reflect Christ’s glory and this will be a crown that will bring wonderful joy and satisfaction to their lives throughout the eternal ages of time.  

Let us remember this as pastors. As the Chief Shepherd, He alone can assess a man’s ministry and give him the proper reward. Some who appear to be first may end up last when the Lord examines each man’s ministry. Today a Christian worker may labor for many different kinds of rewards. They are rewards in this life. Some work hard to build personal empires; others strive for the applause of men; still others seek promotion. All of these things will one day fade away. The only reward we ought to strive for is the “Well done!” (Matt. 25:23) of the Savior and the unfading crown of glory that goes with it. 

After the Crimean War, a great celebration was held in London to honor the heroes wounded in battle. Queen Victoria was present to give out the medals. Some of the soldiers appeared with empty sleeves, some came on crutches, and some had bandaged foreheads. To each she gave the same sweet smile and the same high award. At last, a terribly maimed soldier was brought before the Queen on a litter.  His arms and legs were gone. He had sacrificed even more than the rest.  At the sight of him the Queen, with tears streaming down her cheeks, stepped forward and pinned a medal on his uniform.  Then stooping down, she kissed his brow and said with great emotion, "Well done, good and faithful servant!"

Dear friend, this should be the very thing that every pastor should want to hear from the Savior when He returns. A pastor’s ministry and life should reflect a burning desire to be faithful to the end so that the Lord Jesus might honor and reward him. 

Christians should want to faithfully stand for Christ and serve Him in view of Christ’s coming and their eternal reward or loss of reward. Yes, there is a very real possibility that Christians can lose reward, which they otherwise could have gained, if they had been more faithful and committed to Christ. There is much to gain and much to lose at Christ’s coming. 
Revelation 3:11  

Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 

We allow people to steal our crowns or rewards (2 John 1:8) when they sidetrack us from living for Jesus Christ and following His will for our lives. They become crown stealers when they take away a crown or reward that we could have otherwise received, had we stayed the course, and kept on living for Christ. 

Christians should live with eternity’s values in view and remember a day of reward and reckoning is coming. A day of crowning and compensation lies ahead! Jesus is coming again!  
Revelation 22:12 

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
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