Babylon

(It’s Significant Role as a City and System in the End Times)

A sizeable portion of prophetic Scripture is given to the subject of Babylon. This ancient city encompasses a rather significant role in the events surrounding the end times and we should seek to interpret the Scriptures accurately in relationship to this subject matter dealing with Babylon. I’m convinced that Babylon is both a city and a system of significant importance in the prophetic Scriptures. Therefore, as we study the passages dealing with Babylon we will consider the history, importance and future role that this city and system will play in the future tribulation period. 

A good place to begin will be chapters seventeen and eighteen in the book of Revelation. These chapters talk about Babylon and its significant role as a city of great religious, economic and political significance in the end times as it houses a strange brood of false religions and becomes the headquarters of commercial trade. Babylon is pictured as a city existing in the tribulation period that revolves around an ancient historical base, which gave birth to all false religions, and systems that run contrary to truth. It is also recognized as a city of political and commercial power even as King Nebuchadnezzar of ancient Babylon represented the first great world power from Daniel’s perspective. Babylon is then seen as a literal city housing a political system of religious and economical influence in the end-times. She is pictured in Revelation chapters seventeen and eighteen as a city promoting religious apostasy and possessing both political power and economic sway over the world. Chapter seventeen encompasses the cities religious significance as Babylon is tied with the ancient Babylon of the past, which gave birth to all false religion. Chapter eighteen envisions Babylon as a city with great economical power as an end-time center of commercialism. It seems to have a significant role and control over the world’s important commercial goods such as oil. 

As this study will reveal, both the religious and economical aspects of this city will be destroyed in the future tribulation period. Babylon’s religious system will be destroyed by the Antichrist who wants world worship whereas Babylon’s economical and distribution center of world commerce will be destroyed by God through a cataclysmic earthquake. 

Revelation 17:1-3 says:

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.” 

The woman of this prophecy is clearly identified as a city and a religious center that has given birth to the world religions. We will note this in a moment. In short, we see that this woman is a city of great religious influence. Babylon is represented as both a city and a system in Revelation chapters 17-18. In chapter 17 Babylon is portrayed as a city of religious influence (ecclesiastical Babylon). In chapter 18 Babylon is portrayed as a city of political influence (commercial Babylon). In both instances Babylon is seen to be a literal city which supports a religious system and political agenda for the end-times.  The fact that this woman is represented to convey an actual city cannot be denied.

Revelation 17:18 states:

“And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” 

Revelation 17:5 

“And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 

The name of this literal city is called Babylon. But the actual sight of the city has been debated. There are those who suggest that the city of Rome will fulfil the prophecies related to the city of Babylon and others suggest that a rebuilt Babylon will take place and be revived in all of its past glory. We do know that Romanism (Roman Catholicism) will obviously have a religious impact upon the world apostate church in the end times simply because of its tremendous impact among religions today. The colors of this harlot woman also represent the extravagance and pomp of religion, especially that of Romanism (17:3-4), and suggests that the Roman Catholic Church will have a huge part in welding the apostate church together. Even today Romanism is pushing for a unification of other churches with themselves without doing away with their own distinctives. So the Roman religion will undoubtedly have an impact upon this apostate wedding of false religion. But to say that Babylon will be the actual city of Rome seems to be stretching what the Bible is teaching about the historical city of Babylon. The conclusion that Rome is built on seven hills is stressed in conjunction with what Revelation 17:9 says concerning the woman sitting on seven mountains or hills. But a closer examination of verses 9-11 actually says that the seven heads (representing world empires) are likened to these seven mountains. 

Revelation 17:9-11 

“And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.” 

A mountain in Scriptural usage represents kingdoms (see Daniel 2:35, 44-45; Jer. 51:25). Thus, the seven heads on this beast (Rev. 17:3) are portrayed as seven mountains or kingdoms (vs. 9). In addition, verse ten goes on to say that these seven heads are also kings (“And are seven kings – literal rendering).  Thus, these verses are teaching that the heads on this monstrous beast (17:3) represent the past, present and future world empires because they are descriptively pictured or portrayed as mountains, which according to Biblical imagery represent kingdoms.  Furthermore, these heads on the beast are also said to represent the corresponding kings ruling each of these seven empires or kingdoms. This once again informs us that the imagery of the beast in the book of Revelation represents the culmination of the past historical empires with their rulers, which will in some sense merge together into one end-time kingdom with its appropriate king the Antichrist (Rev. 13:2). The seventh head on the beast is then representative of the future kingdom (Revived Roman Empire) and its corresponding ruler – the Antichrist (Rev. 13:1-8). The interpretive principle of double reference must be submitted to as one studies the book of Revelation. This is because the beast with its emphasis on the seventh head – is both a kingdom and a king. The seventh head on the beast is the final form of all the past empires which will converge together into one final kingdom representing in some measure all the past empires or kingdoms with their kings. The beast is then the final form of a new world kingdom and its corresponding king the Antichrist which will rule the world. 

In Revelation 17:10 Scripture verifies that the five mountains or kingdoms of the past with their corresponding great kings had already fallen or passed off the world scene in John’s perspective of time - Egypt (Pharaoh), Assyria (Sennacherib), Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar), Media Persia Empire (Cyrus), and Greece (Alexander the Great). There was one world kingdom and king remaining in John’s day (“and one is”) which was the Roman Empire with its well known king Julius Caesar. The kingdom and king which has not yet come is the Revived Roman Empire of prophecy with its future ruler or king called the Antichrist. This future personal beast (Antichrist) is then represented by the pronoun “he” (vs. 10) as king over this future world empire. Within the mind of the writer there is now a special emphasis on the personal Antichrist. This takes us to the next verse where there seems to be a blending together of the beast concept – both kingdom and king. Verse eleven is a challenge to any expositor of the Word.

“And the beast that was (past historical Roman Empire & personal Antichrist as they existed), and is not (both would vanish off the world scene – the Roman kingdom would fall apart from within and eventually be overtaken by surrounding enemies and the Roman Antichrist by suffering a wound and apparently dying), even he (the personal pronoun now referring to the man - Antichrist) is the eighth (in the sense that he will personally take control of the entire world as an individual and rule it as a dictator and be worshipped), and is of the seven (evolves from the seventh Revived Roman Empire), and goeth into perdition (personally meets his doom at the return of Christ).” 

This verse seems to suggest that the sixth world kingdom of history (Rome) will once again be revived to a state of glory as a seventh head or kingdom after many years of sleep even as the personal Antichrist will in some way be restored to glory and a world power status after experiencing what appears to be a mortal wound (“the beast that was, and is not” - 11a). A more detailed explanation goes on to say that out of this seventh revived kingdom will also arise another revived individual (the king of this seventh kingdom) who will independently rise to world dictatorship and in one sense become an “eighth” individual ruler in and of himself. (“even he is the eighth, and is of the seven” - 11b).  In other words, the Antichrist will become and individual king that has evolved out of the seventh kingdom (Revived Roman Empire) after experiencing what appears to be a mortal wound. He will presumably come back to life and reign as an eighth ruler. He will come out of the seventh world empire over which he was king and become an eighth individual ruler and dictator of the entire planet with a new wonder, admiration and worship directed toward him for his alleged miraculous feat of resurrection. The significance of the beast as an “eighth” ruler places emphasis upon his rise to world dominance, dictatorship and worship at the midway point of the tribulation period. It is in this sense that he will become an eighth ruler and the latest wonder of the world.   

In any event, the text in Revelation 17:9-10 seems to suggest that these mountains are to be taken symbolically as representative of world kingdoms and their kings. If these mountains represent kingdoms and their kings then they cannot represent the literal mountains, which were associated with the historical city or Rome. In like manner, when the Bible speaks about these mountains and kings as falling and rising we must conclude that this could not refer to literal hills.  There seems to be no mention of any literal mountains or hills in these verses, which would point to the city of Rome sitting on seven hills in any geographical sense. 

This woman is seen sitting upon seven mountains, which are intended to have a symbolic meaning. The same is true in relationship to this woman sitting upon the many waters (17:1) which clearly have a symbolic reference to people (vs. 15). John simply says that these seven heads on this beastly monster are pictorially represented as seven mountains (seven world kingdoms – vs. 9) and these heads are also represented as the seven corresponding kings with these kingdoms (vs. 10).

This would seem to dismiss the whole idea of the city of Rome being used as a code name for Babylon and actually fulfilling the role of the city of Babylon. It seems more plausible that the actual city of Babylon will be rebuilt even as it is being rebuilt today by Saddam Hussein. The glory of Babylon is being restored even as I write and it will one day become the center of world religion, economics and politics. Babylon is being rebuilt upon the Euphrates River in the country of Iraq, which is south of Baghdad.  The rebuilding process began in 1978.  Many feel that this area is being built as a tourist trap and nothing more. But the Bible predicts that Babylon will be in existence during the tribulation period and thriving once again as it did in the glory days of the past under king Nebuchadnezzar.  There will arise a new Nebuchadnezzar who will want the world to worship him and he will build his headquarters in the rebuilt Babylon of old. 

The Scripture speaks of Babylon being destroyed in totality during the coming day of the Lord of the tribulation period. 

Isaiah 13:1 

“The burden of Babylon (a burden of judgment), which Isaiah the son of Amoz did see. 

When Isaiah speaks of this coming judgment upon Babylon he ties it to the time of the tribulation period prior to Christ’s return. 

Isaiah 13:4-6 

“The noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together: the Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the battle. They come from a far country, from the end of heaven, even the Lord, and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the whole land. Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.” 

The destruction of Babylon was partially fulfilled in 539 BC when the Medes and the Persians captured the city. However, as most prophecies, there is a near and far view. The far view envisions a time when this city will be destroyed during the tribulation period or the day of the Lord. There will be a final fall of Babylon related to the events surrounding the Second Coming of Christ. 

Isaiah 13:17-22 

“Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, which shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not delight in it. Their bows also shall dash the young men to pieces; and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; their eye shall not spare children. And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there. But wild beasts of the desert shall lie there; and their houses shall be full of doleful creatures; and owls shall dwell there, and satyrs shall dance there. And the wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant palaces: and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be prolonged.” 

It’s interesting to realize that Babylon was never destroyed in the manner in which this prophecy depicts. When the Medes and Persians took Babylon it was never burnt to the ground in ashes like Sodom and Gomorrah. Cyrus the Great took the city (539 B.C.) and restored it as the capital of Babylonia. The city continued to flourish until 239 B.C. when the Greek general Seleucus built Seleucia some forty miles north of Babylon. In 275 B.C. Antiochus I ordered the remaining civilization of Babylon to be removed to Seleucus. But one hundred years later Antiochus IV placed a Greek colony back in Babylon, which flourished for a time. Early in the second century B.C. the city was attacked by the Parthian invaders and severed a blow. However, this did not stop the city from being inhabited by people. In the beginning of the first century Christian era (A.D. 60), Babylon was apparently an important city inhabited by a large colony of Jews. Peter even talks about the church that was at Babylon.

1 Peter 5:13 

“The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth 

you; and so doth Marcus my son.” 

Later in the first century A.D. merchants from Palmyra colonized the site. Emperor Trajan wintered there (116) during his campaign against the Parthians. Thus, history shows that the city and area of Babylon was not deserted forever as the Old Testament prophecies depict. We can see that Babylon was never completely destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah. Nor was this city totally abandoned by people for countless centuries of time following the days of the Medes and Persians. It was continually inhabited to some greater or lesser degree throughout history. The city declined in importance after the building of Seleucia, Ctesiphon and Bagdad, but it has not yet been written off by God as an important city of influence. Information on the city of Babylon becomes rather scarce after the New Testament era. But we can confer that Babylon was never totally destroyed by God nor has the prophecy been fulfilled about inhabitants never stepping foot in Babylon. 

Isaiah 13:20

“It shall never be inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation: neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their fold there.”

This prophecy has not yet been fulfilled as history has demonstrated to us. In fact, in the present hour we have the resurrection of this ancient site taking place under the leadership of Saddam Hussein. Surely Babylon has not yet been destroyed by God to never be inhabited again. Apparently this great city will be resurrected to become an integral part of the prophetic picture in the end times. It will be in existence and once again thriving in all of its past glory during the tribulation period. And this city will become the religious and economic center of the world with a new Nebuchadnezzar on the throne (the Antichrist) which will rule the world.  

We must then conclude that Babylon was never suddenly destroyed by an act of God as the Old Testament prophecies reveal. The forces of nature and military invasion has only gradually destroyed Babylon. Furthermore, people have inhabited this city throughout history. In fact, people are presently inhabiting this city in our own day and time while it is being rebuilt under the government of Iraq. This city is fast becoming a worldwide tourist attraction and an important center once again. These are important points to consider in light of the prophetic word. It would tell us that the prophecies surrounding Babylon’s destruction must have a future fulfillment attached to them when Babylon can be completely destroyed as a city by the direct intervention of God and never be inhabited again by people.  

The prophecies of Jeremiah also prophetically describe the geographical city of Babylon built upon the Euphrates River. And this prophecy also envisions the time in the future when Babylon will suddenly be destroyed to never be inhabited again. 

Jeremiah 51:6-9 reads:

“Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord's vengeance; he will render unto her a recompence. Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so she may be healed. We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies.” 

Jeremiah 50:39-40 also says:

“Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell therein: and it shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation. As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lord; so shall no man abide there, neither shall any son of man dwell therein.” 

As we have seen in Isaiah, this type of destruction has never occurred in connection with the historical city of Babylon. And Isaiah convincingly puts this destruction in the context of the “day of the Lord.” 

Isaiah 13:6 

“Howl ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand; it shall come as a destruction from the Almighty.” 

Apparently these prophecies have a future fulfillment attached to them in the day of the Lord as they look ahead through the corridors of time and envision the time when God destroys the future city of Babylon, which will be rebuilt. As is usually the case, we must view the great prophecies as having a near view and partial fulfillment in relationship to the invading armies over Israel as well as a far fulfillment or secondary culmination that will occur in the end-times in relationship to the tribulation period. 

The parallels between these two accounts dealing with Babylon in the books of Jeremiah and Revelation are rather striking. Both are compared to a golden cup (Jer. 51:7; Rev. 17:3-4; 18:6); dwelling on many waters (Jer. 51:13; Rev. 17:1); involved with nations (Jer. 51:7; Rev. 17:2); named the same (Jer. 50:1; Rev. 18:10); destroyed suddenly (Jer. 51:8; 18:8); never again to be inhabited (Jer. 50:39; Rev. 18:21); both are illustrated as sinking into God’s judgment (Jer. 51:64; Rev. 18:21); God’s people are to flee her (Jer. 51:6,45; Rev. 18:4); Heaven is seen rejoicing (Jer. 51:48; Rev. 18:20). 

These parallels cannot be overlooked. There is an amazing connection between these prophecies, which would indicate that Babylon is seen in both the Old and New Testament prophecies as that same city which will once again be rebuilt and finally destroyed by God’s judgment at the close of the tribulation period. But what about Jeremiah chapter fifty? 

Jeremiah 50:1-5 says:

“The word that the Lord spake against Babylon and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremiah the prophet. Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and set up a standard; publish, and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces; her idols are confounded, her images are broken in pieces. For out of the north there cometh up a nation against her, which shall make her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: they shall remove, they shall depart, both man and beast. In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the children of Israel shall come, they and the children of Judah together, going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the Lord their God. They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.” 

Many see this as a reference to Babylon’s fall to the Medo-Persian Empire, but several points do not fit historically. First, when Cyrus took Babylon he did not lay waste her land or destroy the city so that no one would live in it (Jer. 50:3). This means that historically the city was actually spared and made one of the ruling centers for the Pesian Empire with Daniel serving there in an administrative position (note Dan. 5:30; 6:1-3). Only in a prophetic sense would the city be destroyed and become without habitation. Several times Jeremiah repeated this fact about Babylon being without any inhabitants (see 39b-40; 51:29, 37, 43, 62). This obviously refers to the future when God will destroy Babylon. Second, this record cannot fit Babylon’s fall to the Medo-Persians because in the historical account there is no record of people fleeing the city when it fell to Medo-Persia. In fact Daniel, who had access to Jeremiah’s prophecies (Dan. 9:1-2), remained in the city during and after its fall (see Dan. 5:28, 30-31; 6:1-3). Thus, there must be a future fulfillment of this text. Third, the promise that in “those days” (vs. 4) and “at that time” when the children of Israel and Judah would again unite as a nation and return to Zion and bind themselves to God in an everlasting covenant (see Jer. 50:4; 31:31; 32:40) was not fulfilled after Babylon’s fall in 539 b.c.
Jeremiah’s prophecy evidently looked beyond the destruction of Babylon in 539 to an eschatological destruction that will reverse the fortunes of Israel and Judah and as a result bring them into the promised kingdom. One again this prophecy represents a blending of the near and the far. That is to say, the capture of Babylon by the Medes and the Persians coming from the north country took place historically and then we read about the return of the captives under Zerubbabel. All of this has been fulfilled historically. But this capture and overtaking by the Medo-Persian Empire and the return of the remnant from captivity during the reign or King Cyrus is in some measure merged into the prophetic picture of the future destruction of Babylon by God and the final restoration of Israel and Judah into the land during the golden age of the kingdom. The destruction of Babylon will be the climax of God’s judgment on the Gentile powers that have oppressed His people and will open the way for the fulfilling of God’s promises to Israel in the kingdom. As we have already pointed out, other prophetic portions of Scripture also point to a rebuilding of Babylon and the total destruction and devastation of Babylon in the context of the day of the Lord or future tribulation period (Isaiah 13:19-22; Zech. 5:5-11; Rev. 16:18-20; 17-18). The city of Babylon will be rebuilt only to be destroyed at the end of the Tribulation period before Christ returns to establish His millennial reign.

Babylon was never destroyed as a city in the way that the prophecies unfold to us. Therefore, this necessitates a rebuilding of Babylon with a new Assyrian ruler or Nebuchadnezzar. It suggests that the ancient city of Babylon must be rebuilt and restored to its former glory as a world center of religion and economics. And it will be this rebuilt Babylon that will be crushed by God through the end-time event of a cataclysmic earthquake.

Revelation 16:17-19 

“And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 

Babylon will obviously be rebuilt so it will be able to be destroyed in the exact manner, which the Bible depicts here. Babylon is a literal city that will be rebuilt to its past glory and then destroyed by God. It’s interesting to note that the future Antichrist will be connected with this rebuilt city of Babylon in the land of Iraq. He will evidently have his headquarters in this religious and commercial city as he rises to world dictatorship and power. The Scriptures picture Antichrist as an Assyrian that attacks Jerusalem after the three and one half years of the tribulation period (Isaiah 10:1-27). When the Antichrist breaks his covenant with the Jews at the middle of the tribulation period (Dan. 9:27) he will storm upon them with fury from his land of Assyria where his Babylonian capital will be established. An Assyrian would indicate that he may be of Arabic background. And it makes good sense that as an Arab he will be back in his own Arab country close to the world’s oil supplies in the Middle East.  The Antichrist will obviously have his headquarters in the city of Babylon as an Assyrian and will rule the world through his tie with Babylon’s religious and commercial headquarters. 

Zechariah also envisions that in the end times, wickedness will once again rear its ugly head in the same place where it began – Babylon. Babylon as an actual city will be the center of both religious and political activity. 

Zechariah 5:5-11 

“Then the angel that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that goeth forth. And I said, What is it? And he said, This is an ephah that goeth forth. He said moreover, This is their resemblance through all the earth. And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. Then said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? And he said unto me, To build it an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own base.” 

The parallels between these two accounts dealing with Babylon in the books of Zechariah and Revelation are also very interesting. In Zechariah a woman is seen sitting in a bushel basket whereas in Revelation 17 she is seen sitting upon a beast, seven mountains and many waters. In Zechariah the emphasis is on the commerce aspect of this future city as it is in Revelation chapter 18. In Zechariah she is called “wickedness” (vs. 8) even as Revelation chapter 17 speaks of this woman (vs. 5). In Zechariah’s vision there is a focus on a return to Babylon and the false worship established here in the end times in the form of a house of idolatry (vs. 11). This is the similar focus in Revelation chapter seventeen. 

It is absolutely intriguing to study this vision and realize that Zechariah envisions a time when both economics and false worship will once again return to the headquarters of Babylon. This necessitates that the actual city of Babylon must once again be in existence in order for these things to be literally fulfilled. If we take the prophecies literally we can come to no other conclusion but to realize that the city of Babylon will once again emerge as both a religious and political center of the world.  It will once again become the center of all commerce and religious wickedness as it was in the past under Nimrod. It will once again be the prostitute headquarters of all false religion as it was in the land of Shinar (Zech. 5:11). The commerce and religion will be brought back to its original head in this city. The city of Babylon is the hall of fame for all false religion and will once again resurrect itself as the mother of all harlots. Thus, these visions in the books of Revelation, Zechariah and Jeremiah portray Babylon as a woman (Rev. 17:2, 3, 4,6, 18; Zechariah 5:7,9; Jeremiah 51:7,9 “her”). These pictures of women represent the false religion and commerce of the end time, which will once again be rooted in Babylon. Now that we have established that Babylon is an actual city that will be rebuilt we must once again consider its religious influence upon many peoples. 

Revelation 17:1 

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters.” 

The fact that this woman is presented as a harlot or whore indicates that she will be religiously or spiritually unfaithful to the truth and present her own form of religion contrary to Christ and His truth. The figure of a woman in the book of Revelation and elsewhere is connected with the workings of false religion (Rev. 2:20; Matt. 13:33; Zech. 5:5-11).  Although the woman in Revelation chapter seventeen is represented as a city she is still prostituting religion and therefor takes on a religious connotation as well. This woman will be a city of tremendous religious influence. She is represented as a whorish woman who is unfaithful to God’s truth and who becomes religiously seductive to humanity. She will attract multitudes to follow and support her seductive religious ways and she will become rich and powerful during the first three and one half years of the tribulation period. 

When the true bride of Christ is taken out of this world in the rapture only the prostitute church will remain and become an amalgamation of false religions and denominations, which will be unfaithful to God and His truth. Her harlotry then depicts her unfaithfulness to God and her religious seductive ways among humanity. This woman will have a tremendous religious and political influence upon many people as she rides the beast and gains worldwide recognition. 

Revelation 17:15 interprets the waters that this woman sits upon by saying:

“And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”

This tells us that this woman will have a worldwide influence upon the people of the earth. She will evidently have both a religious and political influence upon the world population like no other religious organization ever has in past history.  Her picture as a “whore” or prostitute identifies her as a city who will have a prostituting religious effect upon humanity. In other words, she will commit spiritual prostitution or fornication with the leaders of the world and many people within the world will be effected and seduced by her religious prostitution and proliferation. She will persuade multitudes of people (represented by the waters) to follow her and support her end-time deception of religious idolatry. 

Revelation 17:2 says:

“With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.” 

The proleptic announcement of Babylon’s doom and destruction is given in Revelation 14:8 and mentions the religious prostituting or religious fornication that she will commit with mankind. 

“And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” 

Revelation 18:3 also says:

“For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.” 

Revelation 18:9 also states:

“And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning.” 

Revelation 19:2 once again repeats:

“For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.” 

The references in these chapters tell us the reason why the city will be destroyed. It’s because she has had this religious prostituting effect upon humanity. The leading kings of the earth and world governments were deceived by her false religion during the first three and one half years of the tribulation. She is pictured as having a prostituting effect upon them and they are seen to have committed fornication with her in the religious realm. Religion and politics have always played hand in hand. Her spiritual fornication will be apparent in that she will get the world rulers to confide in her and rule over them in some way during the first three and one half years of the tribulation.   

Once again we must understand that the references in these chapters refer to a religious type of prostitution that this end-time religious city center will have upon people. The imagery of prostitution, fornication and adultery in prophetic language refers to religious apostasy (Isa. 23:17; Jer. 2:20-31; 13:27; Ezekiel 16:17-19; Hos. 2:5; Nah. 3:4). The super church or this apostate church, seen as mystery  Babylon in chapter seventeen, will strategically unite people together under this amalgamation of false religion. She will have a unifying effect in that the world will support her and see her great significance for mankind. The whole world will become intoxicated by her religious idolatry and be swept into her arms of prostitution as she defames Christ and the truth and glorifies herself. This coming religion of the city of Babylon is further emphasized in this particular chapter. 

Revelation 17:5 says:

“And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”

This verse clearly tells us that Babylon not only is a city but a city of tremendous religious historical background. It is description of a wicked religious system that has historical roots in the original city of Babylon, which was built along the Euphrates River. The idea that she is the “mother” of all harlot systems of religious error indicates that the original city of Babylon gave birth to all of the pagan religions of the world up to this present time. She is the breeding ground of all false religion. All the religious paganism of today can be traced back to this one city which was the first to defy God and follow their own established religious system. 

Genesis 11:1-8 records: 

“And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for morter. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.” 

The land of Shinar is where the city of Babylon is built and this land would become known as Mesopotamia. Babylon as a city was built out of defiance to God and was established as city center of religion that would defy the God of truth. This is represented by the ziggurat that was built to house their own deity. The Tower of Babel may have been similar to ziggurats built by the Babylonians as places of worship of their chief god Marduk. This tower was built out of sun-dried bricks and was actually a sacred temple of worship to a false god. 

The tower of false religion would not actually reach to the abode of God in the heavens. However, their sins would reach as high as heaven (Rev. 18:5)! But this high tower became a monument to Babylon’s religious defiance against God as they disobeyed God and attempted to steal His heavenly glory. It was also built high to give the impression that their false god could overlook the city and protect it from the true God of heaven. 

Nimrod, who was a hunter of men (Genesis 10:9-10), attempted to confederate the people into a city that would defy what God had said about repopulating the earth. He went on to establish his own form of idolatry and religion in a city. Nimrod wanted to build a city that would receive worldwide fame and recognition. This is what the future Nimrod or Antichrist will do as he rises to power in the world. He will evidently want to headquarter both religion and politics in a rebuilt Babylon and once again establish a God-defying religious system in the end-times prior to Christ’s return. 

Revelation 17:5 once again reads: 

“And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” 

Every system of error and apostate paganism with all of its rituals and ceremonies can be traced back to the city of Babylon. All apostasy and paganism had its roots in this wicked city and the religious system connected with this ancient civilization. The idea of the word “mystery” is an illusion to the practicing mystery religions of ancient Babylon and all of the secret ceremonies and rites instigated upon special followers. Therefore, this harlot woman in Revelation chapter seventeen is pictured as an amalgamation of all apostate religions in Protestantism, Catholicism, the cults and pagan religions which stem back to Babylon’s original religious center. This is the civilization, which generically gave birth to all apostate and pagan religions of today. In the future all the apostate religions of the world, which stem back to this mother of harlots (the founding religious system of Babylon), will be joined together in this amazing organization of the end time. It’s an apostate super church that is pictured as a harlot who is unlike the true bride of Christ or church and who is seductive to all of mankind because of her size, wealth, beauty and politics.    
I want to say today that the practices of the Roman Catholic Church clearly retain many of the same practices that historical Babylon created in the land of Shinar. In some measure this distinguished apostate church of our present hour may have a leading role in the binding together of the false ecumenical church since she is in love with her past ancient paganism of Babylon. In any event, the city of Babylon will once again become a religious oriented city giving way to a strange brew of harlot religions that all stem back to the original founding city of Babylon. Amazing, as it may seem, the ecumenical movement of today is paving the way for this reunification of the religious tower of Babel in the end time religious city center of Babylon. And the Christians who are ecumenically linking together with these God-defying and disobedient false religions, which stem from ancient Babylon, should obey God and separate from such activities that cater to false religion.

Revelation 18:4-5 records:

“And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” 

God has always called His people away from paganism and false religion even as He did in the days of old.

Jeremiah 51:45 

“My people, go ye out of the midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul from the fierce anger of the Lord.” 

The city of Babylon will once again be the glory of all false religion that is against God where this giant pot of false religion will have its religious headquarters. So Babylon as a city will be once again blooming in all of its past pagan religion and falsehood during the future tribulation period. 

Genesis 11:4 

“And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower (a religion), whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 

In Genesis chapter eleven we see Babylon in its historical setting.  In Revelation chapter seventeen of the book of Revelation we see the city of Babylon in its future religious setting. In chapter eighteen of the book of Revelation we see Babylon in its future commercial setting. In any event, Babylon will be rebuilt and the Antichrist will evidently have his religious and political headquarters in the rebuilt city. 

John says in Revelation 17:3: 

“So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.”

This is beauty on the beast! The great whore or harlot is then the rebuilt religious city of Babylon, which evidently will have an impact upon the beast, or Antichrist. She is seen riding upon the beast or Antichrist somewhat controlling or at least influencing his movements, decisions and directions. In other words, the Antichrist will cater to the false religious system of the world centered in this great harlot church.  He will carry her around or assist her in any way that he can. He will popularize the fusing together of these religions and their cooperation with one another and do all that he can to promote the religious cause. And in doing so he will gain popularity and acceptance with the world of religion. If you want to be popular you must cater to all the religions and see good in all of them. 

In actuality each will use the other. The religious system of Babylon will also use the Antichrist in order to have a popular political sway and influence in the world. She will ride the beast and his political popularity so that she can promote her own evil ambition and agenda to rule the world. Linking up with such a political genius and superstar like the Antichrist will guarantee a strong political potential to rule the world. And we can be sure that the religious apostate church, centered in Babylon, will one day have a ruling effect on all government and rulers of the world. Her political ambitions cannot be overlooked. Religion would like to rule the world and for nearly three and one half years this false religious system headed up in Babylon, the fountainhead of all religion, will one day rule the world.

Revelation 17:18 says:

“And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.” 

The picture of this woman riding the beast would indicate that she will be given great political authority to make world decisions and influence the world. That is why she is pictured as “ruling over the kings of the earth.” 

Her political ambitions and influence, along with her hatred for all true believers in the tribulation period, will cause an intense persecution to break out against all true saints who are saved during the first three and one half years of the tribulation period and who are faithfully proclaiming the Gospel.  The false church hates the Gospel of Christ and as a result will seek to destroy all those who participate in evangelism. 

Revelation 17:6 says:

“And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.”  

The woman, who represents the joining together of all false religions with religious headquarters in Babylon, will not tolerate competition from Christians who reject her message and error. And because of this the apostate church will pour out her cruelties upon the tribulation saints. She will be drunk with human blood. And this will be the blood of saints. The religious apostate church, headed up by Roman Catholicism, will return to the Inquisition. A worldwide Inquisition or persecution will break out as this godless and wicked system seeks to destroy all true Christians and the true message of Christianity. The political ambitions of this Romanish ecumenical system cannot be overlooked. And the Antichrist will assist her torture of the saints by providing her with political power to carry out this dastardly deed. 

Revelation 6:9-11 reveals:

“And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” 

Although the harlot or super church will use the Antichrist to gain world authority the Antichrist will also use her religion to gain his world popularity. The Antichrist will readily promote the New Age concept within the false religious alliance concerning man’s ability to reach the status of godhood.  In one sense, the Antichrist will use world religion to weld together his world empire and prepare the world to accept him as the final God so he can completely rule the world by the middle of the tribulation period. This is what the woman riding the beast indicates. The future Antichrist will accommodate the religious base in Babylon and do great things to push her agenda forward during the first three and one half years of the tribulation period. But this will come to an end. 

Revelation 17:16-17 reveals what happens next:

“And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.” 

The Antichrist and His Roman Empire will destroy the religious or ecclesiastical connection with the city of Babylon at the midpoint of the tribulation period and give rise to the entire world worshipping him alone without any connection to any other established religions (see Rev. 13:4-8). The Antichrist will use the harlot church and religious center of Babylon as a way to gain influence before the entire world. But in a moment’s time he will stop all of the religious associations with the city of Babylon and deify himself as the ultimate fulfillment and quest of all false religion, which is to claim equality with God. The Antichrist with his ten-nation confederacy will “hate” the religious center established at Babylon in view of the fact that he will want the entire world to center their religious aspirations in him. He will also make “her desolate” which means that he will strip her of all her wealth, which she has confiscated throughout the world. The Antichrist and his empire will also make her “naked” or strip away all her personal support, position, power and prestige. The beast’s empire “shall eat her flesh” which symbolizes that he will totally take this religious system out of the way. They will “burn her with fire” which also suggests that the empire of the beast will totally eliminate the religious affiliation attached to the city of  Babylon and take it out of the picture completely. 

2 Thessalonians 2:4 describes his ultimate goal for worship:

“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” 

The world at this point will wonder in amazement as they view the ultimate New Age God which religion has produced.  And the world will begin to worship the Antichrist as God and see him as the ultimate superman of all religion. There will be no need for Babylonian pagan religion any longer because the Antichrist will embody the final outcome of all the past Babylonian religion when he claims to be God himself. The religion of the false church will be replaced by the new religion centered on the Antichrist. The story of the Tammuz child of ancient Babylon will be reborn, which promised a world Savior through the mother Semiramis. And this world Savior will claim to be God Himself.  And he will be the culmination and final product of this pagan religion of the past. 

It stands to reason that at the midpoint of the tribulation period the Antichrist will shatter his religious promises to the Jews concerning sacrifice (Daniel 9:27) and also stop the Gentile religious system from operating. There will be a total stop of all religious based organizations so that all the world will be prepared to center their religious affections on the final Nebuchadnezzar, who will as the old Nebuchadnezzar, deify himself before the entire world in the rebuilt end-time Babylon (Daniel 3:1-7). By the middle of the tribulation period the Antichrist will unite the world’s religious and political systems under his own authority and control. After the destruction of this apostate church the religious system of the world will reside only in the Antichrist. But Babylon will continue to exist and thrive as a political city of great importance even after the religious part of the city is cut off by the Antichrist or world dictator at the middle of the tribulation period. This is why we find in Revelation chapter eighteen the actual city being destroyed by God and the merchants of the world who do business with this commercial and political city of the world mourning over her loss. 

Revelation 18:9 records:

“And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they 

shall see the smoke of her burning.” 

Revelation 18:11 

“And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more.” 

Revelation 18:15-18 also says:

“The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is come to nought. And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!” 

The business world will seem to finally collapse since the headquarters of all commerce and trade is cut down by God. And those greedy profiteers who have done business with her will mourn as they see their coffers being stripped of wealth and luxury. 

Revelation 16:17-20 reveals how God is going to destroy the actual city of Babylon. 

“And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.” 

God will destroy the rebuilt city of Babylon with all of its manmade glory through a cataclysmic earthquake. And all of the merchants of the world will mourn as they see their profits go down the drain. God will bring a devastating and decisive judgment against this city so that it will not be resurrected any more. In fact, only desert animals will run through its ruins as a reminder of God’s utter hatred and destruction of this city, which gave birth to all religious pagan idolatry and housed unfathomable religious apostasy and wickedness. 

Jeremiah 50:39 records:

“Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with the wild beasts of the islands shall dwell there, and the owls shall dwell therein: and it shall be no more inhabited for ever; neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation.”

The reading of Revelation chapter 18:1, “After these things” indicates that a different event of Babylon’s destruction is in view which answers to the prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah and the cities literal collapse. This kind of reading (“After these things”) normally introduces a new set of circumstances (note Rev. 4:1-2). The reader of Scripture must note that in Revelation chapter seventeen the ten kings destroy the false religious (ecclesiastical) system centered in the city of Babylon (17:16) whereas in Revelation chapter eighteen (18:8) the Lord directly intervenes to destroy this literal erected city of architectural magnificence which John saw in his end time vision. And in doing so, the commercial aspect of the city will be done away with by God. In chapter seventeen God will use evil men to destroy an evil religious system without destroying the literal city but in chapter eighteen God will use His own power to bring the actual destruction to the city that has polluted the world with false religion and economic prosperity that is independent of God. 

Revelation 18:8 says:

“Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.” 

In conclusion, we must simply allow Scripture to speak for itself. If we follow the literal approach to the interpretation of Scripture we must conclude that Babylon is a literal city that will be rebuilt to its past glory and be destroyed by God in order to literally fulfill the Old Testament prophecies referring to the destruction of this city. Allow me to repeat my thesis.

Babylon is pictured as a city existing in the tribulation period that revolves around an ancient historical base, which gave birth to all false religions, and systems that run contrary to truth. It is also recognized as a city of political power even as King Nebuchadnezzar of ancient Babylon represented the first great world power from Daniel’s perspective. Babylon is then seen as a literal city housing a political system of religious and economical influence in the end-times. The city with its religious and commercial aspects will be destroyed. The former (religious system) will be destroyed by the ten-nation confederacy under the Antichrist whereas the latter (commercial system and enterprise) will be destroyed by the actual crumbling of the city by God’s direct divine intervention. The two chapters tell us how two aspects of the city’s functions will come to a dramatic end with the ultimate doom of the city itself. 

Those expositors who deny that Babylon will be rebuilt do so on the claim that Babylon will only be destroyed in its religious and political significance in the future. But I cannot agree with this interpretive conclusion due to the fact that the actual city of Babylon was never destroyed as both history and the prophecies depict. Also, I must go back to the literal interpretation of Scripture, which verifies that Babylon is a city (Rev. 17:18). Furthermore, there is no other way to interpret the Old Testament prophecies, which clearly speak of the city being destroyed. It would be an injustice to the grammatical and literal approach to Scripture to conclude that the Babylon of prophecy is not a literal city. It is a city of religious and commercial trappings that will capture the hearts of multimillions in the tribulation period.  

Revelation 17:15 once again gives the scenario:

“And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.” 

That the religious, commercial and political facets of Babylon will be destroyed cannot be denied. But at the same time the existence and destruction of a literal city thriving during the tribulation period cannot be denied. All the phases of Babylon’s operations (religious, commercial and political) will come to their destruction at their appropriate times. And the actual city of Babylon, housing all of these end-time operations, will find its death in the ruins of God’s eschatological judgment.

Revelation 18:8 says:

“Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth her.” 

The Scripture records that after God’s total devastation and judgment upon this wicked city that it will only be inhabited by the very demons that once directed all of its religious, economical and political aspirations. 

Revelation 18:2 

“And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” 
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