666

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

The score was tied. My softball team was in a very important showdown with another rival team. The score was six to six. To top it off, the game was also in the sixth inning. So it was a six to six tie and we were in the sixth inning. When I stepped on the field I looked at the scoreboard and it spelled out the tie game and sixth inning with the numbers 6 6 6. Yes, it seemed somewhat eerie as we walked out onto the field. Another Christian who I was playing with just looked over at me and smiled.

On another occasion my wife was checking out at the grocery store. I was there with her in the line. The total grocery bill came to $6.66 and the cashier lady just smiled at us as she read off the number on the computer. What is it about this mysterious number 666? Why are so many people intrigued with this number? Why is there a growing interest in this number? Today we are going to see what the Bible says about this number and come to some solid Biblical conclusions about the famous number of 666. We want to take all the mystery away from this number and see what the Bible actually says concerning this number. 

John was on the isle of Patmos when he was given a prophetic revelation of the future. This prophecy of the Revelation was to be recorded down as Scripture and made available to future generations of believers like you and me today. The book of Revelation is the best panoramic picture that we have of the future. It details many spectacular and dreadfully horrible things that will occur on planet earth during the future tribulation period of seven years. When the book of Revelation is approached in a literal fashion, we will discover that the Antichrist will issue a marking system upon planet earth that all of mankind will be required to follow. This marking system will involve the number 666.  

There are several questions that we will answer as we study this intriguing subject concerning the number 666.

1.  When will this number be introduced to the world?

     a.  During the future seven year tribulation period 

Although the makings of this numerical calculation are seen today within the world, it’s not until the tribulation period that the marking system will be enforced upon society.  The Bible envisions a future time period that is yet to come upon the world.  Daniel calls it the 70th or final week of sevens that will fall upon the world scene.

Daniel 9:27

“And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

Daniel is clearly talking about weeks of years in this context and is envisioning a final week consisting of seven years in length, which is yet to come upon planet earth. The last half of the tribulation period will be the actual time when the Antichrist will establish this worldwide marking system. He will promise national Israel peace for seven years but in the middle of the seven years (“in the midst of the week”) he will announce an act of idol worship by allowing the False Prophet to establish an image within the temple which is dedicated to himself. This idol worship is depicted as the “overspreading of abominations” in that the idol of the Antichrist will have arms that overspread the mercy seat area. This is pictured, as a detestable act to the Jews, which will make the temple area to be a place of wonder and amazement (“desolate”) among the orthodox Jews of the day. This idol worship will begin at the midway point of the seven years. 

Other Scriptures give a prophetic calculation of time that adds up to seven years in length. The seven-year period is actually divided into two time periods consisting of three and one half years each (Daniel 7:25; 12:7; Rev. 12:14; 13:5). These prophetic calculations of two three and one half years add up to a total of seven years. Several verses will lead us to the conclusion that the marking system and 666 will take place during the second half of the tribulation period or during the last three and one half years.   

First, the chronology of the book of Revelation seems to suggest that after the Antichrist takes over the temple and institutes idol worship, then he will start this marking system. 

Revelation 11:2 says:

“But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.”

The rebuilt temple in Jerusalem will be taken over by the Antichrist and his idolatrous worship at the middle of the tribulation period. The text says that the temple will be controlled by Gentile powers for 42 months or three and one half years. The very next verse also says that the two returning witnesses will prophesy for 1,260 days or three and one half years. In Revelation chapter 12, Satan will be cast out of heaven at the midway point of the tribulation period (Rev. 12:9). After the devil is cast down to earth, he will concentrate on persecuting Israel through the Antichrist and his armies for three and one half years.

Revelation 12:14 says:

“And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.”

The prophetic calculation (“time, times and half a time”) once again speaks of the last three and one half years of the tribulation period. It will be in this time period that the Antichrist will establish his marking system. The very next chapter talks about the marking system being established in the world. This would suggest that after the temple is taken over by the beast and after the devil is cast out of heaven, only then will the marking system be started. This will be in the same time period known as forty-two months, 1,260 days or a time, times and half a time. All of these figures teach that the marking system will occur during the second half of the tribulation period.  This chronology will lead us to believe that the numbering system is yet future. It deals with the second half of the time period known as the great tribulation period (Matthew 24:21). The progress in numerical codes today is only paving the way for this end-time numbering code to be established on a worldwide basis. We have code numbers on all food and purchasing items today. Someday, the code 666 will have to be seen in order to be able to purchase or sell. All economic workings will depend upon this code. This will be discussed later in our study.  

    When will this number be introduced to the world?

     a.  During the future seven year tribulation period 

     b.  After the church is raptured from planet earth  

The rapture of the church will take place prior to commencement of the tribulation period.  This is reassuring to the believer who is alive today and who is looking for the imminent appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ. The promise to the church of Philadelphia is an assuring promise to all believers of the present church age that we will not enter the tribulation period of seven years. 

Revelation 3:10 says:

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, 

to try them that dwell upon the earth.”

This verse clearly teaches that we as God’s people will be raptured from this earth prior to the seven-year tribulation period. The “hour of testing or adversity” is a direct reference to the coming tribulation period unfolded in chapters 6-19 of this end time book. There can be no doubt about the simplicity of this statement!  The believers at Philadelphia were patient in all their trials and persecutions as Christ was and as Christ had instructed them to be. Therefore, Jesus makes a promise to them that would bring great hope and encouragement to their hearts in view of all their patience. Even a common reading of the text would allow us to see that John was comforting the church in that they would not be part of the earthly tribulation scene. Instead of going through more stress and fiery tests within their Christian life here on earth, they would be rescued or spared from the great coming test and fiery storm that would come upon lost humanity – the tribulation period. This is a promise of rapture to heaven instead of facing trials upon the earth. 

Jesus promised that each one of them would be removed from the earth before the planet moves into the horror and judgment of these years of adversity. Jesus is promising rapture instead of wrath for these dear children of God. This is what He promises to the church today. The passage states that they would be kept “from” the hour, not simply through the events of the hour. The use of the preposition here coupled with the term “the hour” should make it clear that the deliverance is from the period, not deliverance through the period. If the passage intended to teach that these people would be kept through the time of trouble, it would be proper to use another Greek preposition (“dia”) meaning “through.” The writer did not use this preposition because he expected a mass exodus or departure from the earth before the tribulation period begins. This mass exodus is the rapture of the church. When Jesus returns, he will take his children back to Heaven with Himself so that we can be where He dwells in Heaven.

John 14:3

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”

This provides the church with the promise and assurance that we will not endure the wrath of the tribulation period. We will be snatched away before any of the tribulation period begins. We will escape all seven years of this time of testing that will come upon the earth dwellers. Therefore, the marking system of the Antichrist will not begin until after the church has long been raptured from planet earth. In fact, the church will have been gone from planet earth three and one half years prior to the making system. We will not be subjected to the pressures of receiving this mark on our right hand of upon our forehead. We will be exempt from the introduction of this 666 number and the terrible persecution and death that will follow those who refuse to receive this mark. This is good news for those of us who know the Lord as Savior. We will not be exposed to the marking system of the Antichrist since we will be in Heaven rejoicing with the Lord. The believer today must find rest in this promise and comfort.  God has not appointed us to the specific wrath of the tribulation period. Therefore, we can wait for His return or coming with great hope and assurance. 

1 Thessalonians 1:10

“And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.”

This is why Christ’s coming is such a blessed hope to the church. It’s because he will rescue us from the great coming storm that will come upon planet earth and the one world government and marking system of the Antichrist. We will be removed before the beast comes to power and establishes this world economic numbering system. 

Titus 2:13

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”

2. What will be the significant events that promote the 

     establishment of this number?

a. The apparent resurrection of the Antichrist.

Revelation 13:3-4 says:

“And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?”

Humanity will be amazed or marveled at what seems to be a genuine resurrection of this future beast. Because of the world’s belief in the resurrection stunt of the Antichrist, he will gain great world popularity and be able to institute a marking system that will effect every person on planet earth. Revelation 13 depicts the beast as both a kingdom and a king. The seventh kingdom to establish itself upon earth will be what we call the Revival of the Roman Empire. It will be a final form of the Romish beastly kingdom prophesied about in Daniel 7:7. 

“After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron 

teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 

the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns.”

John speaks about this same future kingdom as the beast that will come back to life. The Antichrist will unite the European Common Market and rule the ten different confederacies. He will do something that neither Charlemagne or Mussolini could do. He is going to rule all of Europe and unite the old Roman Empire. He will bring back to life and rule over the old Roman Empire. The old beast of the Roman Empire will become a new revived beast that will rule the world once again under the dictatorship of the Antichrist. In other words, the beast of Revelation 13 is a future kingdom of ten nations that will be united together over in Europe that will encompass the dimensions of the old Roman Empire. However, you cannot have a kingdom without a king. Therefore, it is equally true that the beast is also seen to be an actual world ruler that will come out of the Revived Roman Empire and rule the entire world. The beast is also a person that comes out of the area of the old Roman Empire and rises to world dominance as a political person. 

Revelation 17:11 says:

“And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth (world 

kingdom), and is of the seven (world kingdom), and goeth into perdition.”

The personal beast will emerge out of the final form of the Roman Empire and become a kingdom in and of himself, as he rules the world and gets the world to worship him. Only a person can go into perdition as mentioned in this text. The law of double reference must be applied to the meaning or understanding of the word beast as it appears in the book of Revelation. Both the Roman Empire and personal Antichrist will experience a resurrection in the tribulation period.  However, they will actually be a false resurrection. The Roman Empire never really died. Its significance was merely lost in the surviving nations of Europe. It has been smoldering for centuries waiting to be revived as a world empire one again. Likewise, the personal Antichrist will also appear to have a resurrection. But in reality, it will not be a true death and resurrection experience. Revelation 13:3 says that the death of both the kingdom and its king (the Antichrist) was “as it were wounded to death” and not unto death. 

The old Roman Empire never really died. It continued to exist in the nations populating this same general area. In a similar fashion the Antichrist will not truly die in the Biblical sense and be raised again. The reason is because Satan does not have the authority to raise the dead. This authority is only given to Christ (John 5:21; Revelation 1:18). Furthermore, this authority can never be transferred over to Satan. Therefore, the personal Antichrist will be wounded and miraculously healed of this life threatening wound by Satan. He will then apparently fake a resurrection in some manner. Perhaps he will lift up the coffin lid on national TV so all the world will be able to witness this supposed resurrection. The world will believe that he actually has risen from the dead! The false Christ will apparently try to mimic the death and resurrection of the true Christ. But he is an impostor Christ. However, as a result of this spectacular act, the entire world will be ready to worship this miracle man of wonders. The beast will use this resurrection scheme as a way to get the world to bow down and worship him. His pseudo resurrection will be the miracle that is needed in order to capture the world’s attention and worship. It will give him the groundwork to establish a marking system that can be used to indicate world worship and loyalty to the beast. The world will be prepared to receive the mark that the Antichrist is going to establish after they witness this supposed miracle resurrection from the grave. By receiving the mark, they will be ready and waiting to pledge their worship and honor to him as the supposed true God. 

Revelation 13:8 says:

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”
  What will be the significant events that promote the 

  establishment of this number?

        a. The apparent resurrection of the Antichrist.

        b. The image erected to the beast. 

This will be the second significant event that occurs which will lead up to the marking system and the number 666. The erection of a statue or image to the Antichrist within the Jewish temple will lead to the identifying marking system and the number 666. Those who are ready to worship the beast will receive a mark to demonstrate their allegiance and loyalty to him. 

Daniel 9:27 says that during this week of seven years the Antichrist or this coming influential ruler will confirm a peace covenant with the Jews. However, in the middle of the week or this period of seven years, the Antichrist will break this covenant and demand that the entire planet directly worships him through the erection of an image of himself, which is established in the temple of the Jews.  This will send shock waves through the hearts of the orthodox Jews. They will know that this man is an impostor Christ or pseudo Christ, since idol worship was strictly forbidden in the law.
Exodus 20:3-5

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me.”

This despicable statue that the Antichrist will erect in the future Jewish temple will be an act of blasphemy before the true God of Heaven. This act is called the “abomination of desolation” in other Scriptures (Matthew 24:15; Daniel 9:27, 11:31, 12:11). Revelation 13:14-15 describes the coming establishment of this image within the Jewish temple. 

“And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.”

The False Prophet will evidently be a religious oriented man who will cause the world to erect this statue or image to the beast. Man in his devilish deception will build a duplicate statue of the man who they want to worship. They will joyfully erect an image that will promote the worship of this wicked individual under Satan’s power (Rev. 13:2). You will notice that this image is said to be “to” the beast in the sense that it was to duplicate him and be used to honor and worship the man, which the statue will represent in this coming day. The deceived world of mankind will on a large scale pay homage and worship to this image. They will be deceived by the end-time miraculous healing and resurrection of the Antichrist, which Satan will promote.

The lost world of humanity will on a large-scale respond in worship to the image of the beast that is erected in the Jewish temple (Revelation 13:14). Then the False Prophet is going to do something miraculous to this statue or idol that is erected within the temple. He will cause this statue or idol to speak.

Revelation 13:15 says:

“And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.”

At the dawn of the computer age, some prophecy scholars tried to identify this statue to the beast as some kind of giant computerized individual that will be able to talk and bring amazement to the earth dwellers. I disagree with such an interpretation as this, First, the Bible says that it is an image or statue and not a computer. It will be an exact likeness or representation of the beast. Second, man is not amazed at talking computers. We have computerized statues today that talk to people. Automation today can already produce computerized people. If you do not believe me, then go to Disney Word this next winter.  You will see the many computerized statues. 

What we have the False Prophet doing to this statue is a demonic miracle. He will summons the demonic world to interact with this statue or representation of the Antichrist and cause this statue to actually talk and voice commands. He will not give actual life to the statue, but he will supernaturally work in connection with this idol to give it the appearance that it is alive.  This will be a marvel to the entire world. Paul already concluded that behind all idols are demons (1 Corinthians 10:20). When people worship idols, they are actually worshipping demons and the ruler of those demons, who is Satan himself. Since demons are already behind idolatry, it would not be surprising for Satan to use his demons to interact with this idol of the beast and allow the idol to begin speaking. Thus, the idol would be demonically controlled and miraculously talk and speak. A talking statue will become an amazing phenomenon to the people on the earth. It will prove that the Antichrist must be the true God. 

It’s interesting to note that this demonically engineered talking statue will actually voice the edict to begin the marking system. Demonic intervention with this statue or a demon talking through this statue will do the beast’s bidding and issue this world decree that all must receive a mark of 666 to prove their loyalty and worship of the beastly image. A demon speaking through the statue will instigate this dreadful system and order the death of all beast non-worshippers (“that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed”).

This talking demonic statue of the beast will be yet another step that will lead to the establishment of this world marking system. The wonder and amazement of the people toward this speaking idol will lead to their willing obedience to receive this mark and follow this wonder working false god of miracles. 

Apparently the marking system will be a way to keep tabs on people. It will be a way to know who is actually giving their allegiance to this erected image of the beast. The way a person will prove that they are worshipping his image will be to receive a mark which will identify them with the Antichrist or this human beast. 

Revelation 14:9 seems to teach this very point:

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his 

forehead, or in his hand.”

You will note that the act of worshipping the beast is tied together with the thought of receiving the mark of the beast. The one act (worship of the beast) is proven by the other act (receiving the mark). This means that all those people who receive the mark will in essence be showing their allegiance and worship to this pseudo god. Other verses equate the mark of the beast with beast worship and indicate that every person who receives the mark will be considered a beast worshipper and in reality they will sell their soul to the devil when receiving this mark (see 14:11; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4). 

Thus, the fake resurrection and statue of worship erected to the Antichrist will be the primary events that lead up to the marking system in this dreadful period of time known as the tribulation. These events will provide the world with the deceptive understanding that this beast is actually the true God of heaven. They will believe the lie that he is the true God.

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

The text literally reads, “that they should believe the lie” which is the lie of all lies. This is the most wicked and horrendous lie that the Antichrist will promote concerning Himself. It is the lie that He is the true God. As a result of this so-called miraculous resurrection and image built to honor this sought after New Age god, the world will believe the lie that this man has actually achieved the status of the true God. As a result, the False Prophet will require people to be numerically marked in order to express their complete allegiance to the Antichrist and the image erected to honor the beast. The mark will denote loyalty to the beast and signify ownership by the beast. Through this image, Satan will have effectively deceived the world into worshipping himself. And this is what he always wanted since he decided to rise above God. Satan wanted the place of worship (Isaiah 14:12-14). 

George Orwell said:

“When men stop worshipping God, they promptly start worshipping man, with disastrous results.”

Such will be the case during the tribulation period when the world worships the Antichrist. 

Romans 1:22-23 says:

“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man….”

The deranged of this world will attempt to change the eternal God and Creator into an idol, which can be worshipped. They will try to make the true God into their own false god, which they create with their own hands. Then they will bow down and worship this false god whom they have created giving honor and worship to him. What a tragedy it is when man misses the true Creator. Little will they realize that God cannot be confined to a temple (Acts 17:24-25).

Deuteronomy 11:16 says:

“Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and serve other gods, and worship them.”

3. Who will receive the number of the beast?

Evidently those who receive the numerical mark will do so willingly and not out of force. This will be the vast host of unsaved earth dwellers identified as them “that dwell upon the earth.” 

Revelation 13:8

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”

This is a reference to the unsaved of the tribulation period who are loyal to the beast and who willingly want to worship the beast. Those people who do not have their names recorded in the Lamb’s book of life are not saved and will have no reason to refuse the mark. These people will gladly receive the mark as they pay homage to this miracle man of resurrection. It will be the new thing of the day. Everyone who is unsaved on planet earth will want to show respect and loyalty to this military and miraculous genius. This loyalty and respect will be seen as people everywhere, even into the far reaches of the globe, willingly submit to the marking system of the day.

Revelation 13:16 says:

“And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads.”

The unsaved or unregenerate of the world are classified as to their different social status in society (“small and great”), their class according to wealth (“rich and poor”) and according to their working place and standing within society (“free and bond”). All of these expressions are given to denote the universality of the marking system. No class of citizen will be left out. Pressure will come to the entire population to receive this 666 symbol of allegiance dedicated to the Antichrist. This marking system will be rather difficult to implement in those far-flung places such as rural Africa and Asia. But the Antichrist will attempt to mark people worldwide. The Antichrist will want the entire world to worship Him and become loyal to Him through this act of receiving the mark of the beast. 

At this point, it must be understood that not every unsaved person will receive the mark. When the Bible says “and all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him” (Rev. 13:8,12,14; 14:6; 3:10; 6:10; 11:10), the statement must be qualified. This is a general statement that does not overlook the fact that God will preserve a vast company and community of unbelieving Israelites until He returns to earth (Revelation 12:13-16). Many within this company of unbelieving Jews will place their faith in Christ when He returns and become a believing remnant of people within the nation (Zechariah 12:10; 13:1; Joel 2:32). These people, among other surviving believers, will populate the millennial earth. Therefore, there will be unbelieving Jews that will not receive the mark and be protected by God. Unbelieving orthodox Jews will know that the Antichrist is an impostor due to his established idolatrous worship. 

Of course, the 144,000 Jewish evangelists will not be a part of that company of people who receive the mark. This group of people will be protected or sealed with the mark of God upon their forehead to indicate that God owns them and will protect them.

Revelation 7:2-4

“And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.”

This group of Jewish evangelists will have the seal of the true Christ upon their foreheads whereas the earth dwellers without Christ will possess the seal of the pseudo Christ upon their foreheads. This is an interesting contrast. In essence, God is saying that my own personal seal will indicate that these people are mine and will not be identified with the Antichrist’s earthly system of 666. 

Nonetheless, the unbelieving tribulational society, on a large scale, will gladly receive this mark of the beast. It will be a day of gladness for many as they take this mark and honor their new miraculous hero as the true God. For the great masses of society, it will be a day of celebration and newfound gladness. Little do they realize that this mark will seal their eternal doom of damnation and judgment.  

4. How will the number be applied to people?

Revelation 13:16

“And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads.”

The text of scripture says that the unsaved people will “receive” the mark. The False Prophet will in some ingenious manner cause people to receive the mark. Apparently he will establish a high tech marking system that will be used to identify the loyal followers of the beast.  He will want all the earth dwellers to have the mark in order to express their allegiance and worship to this devilish man known as the Antichrist. 

The Greek word for “mark” is “charagma” and suggests that which is scratched or etched (painted or engraven) upon something. This word suggests the idea of a tattoo, which once inscribed cannot be removed. The Romans would imprint the figures of their leaders on coins and impress their figures on important documents. Animals would also be branded with certain marks. It’s also interesting that during John’s day, slaves, soldiers and temple devotees to pagan religions all wore a tattoo mark. It was displayed upon them to indicate their ownership and loyalty to their master or religion. One day in the future, all earth dwellers will be given a certain mark that will identify them as worshippers of the beast. The mark will be an indication of their loyalty to this beastly master. It will indicate their surrender to the state god and their allegiance to him as their leader.

This certainly should not be unbelievable to any person living today. We have numbers assigned to each one of us that are all computerized and can be called up in a moment’s time. We have social security numbers, driver license numbers and credit card numbers. Someday, a single stamped or tattooed mark will be given to the entire world population. But how the False Prophet will do this cannot be positively stated. Several suggestions have been given. Some suggest that a small computer chip will be placed under the skin that will contain the number 666 and other information about the person. More likely, the False Prophet will have a type of laser tattoo marking system that will be able to painlessly and permanently etch a mark on the body. The mark would not have to be visible to the naked eye. It would only be visible to a scanning laser and do away with the possibility of theft and credit card fraud.  Evidently this mark will have to be displayed in order to transact business and survive within society. There may be other numbers associated with the marking system of the future. However, the mark of the beast will be the main mark that will be given to the world population in the future tribulation period. 

It’s interesting to realize that mankind has been talking about this type of marking system for a long time. Way back in 1973 an issue in the Senior Scholastics magazine talked about the possibility of a cashless society working through a universal numbering system. The article read like this:

“All buying and selling in the program will be done by computer. No currency, no change, no checks. In the program, people would receive a number that has been assigned to them tattooed in their wrist or forehead. The number is put on by a laser beam and cannot be felt. The number in the body is not seen with the naked eye and is as permanent as your fingerprints. All items of consumer goods will be marked with a computer mark. The computer outlet in the store which picks up the number of the items at the checkstand will also pick up the number in the person’s body and automatically total the price and deduct the amount from the person’s Special Drawing Rights Account.” 

The dream of 1973 is a reality today.  We have totally computerized the grocery market with laser scanning. We also can operate today without visible cash by simply giving our appropriate bank numbers. What has not happened as of yet, is this tattoo system on the body of people. But it is coming! The world is moving toward a marking system. It will be one way to control the world economically as well as religiously. This identifying mark will indicate both their economic status with society and their religious tie with the Antichrist. 

The fact that the mark will appear on a person’s right hand or forehead gives added evidence that ownership is in view. The marks in John’s day were displayed so all could see them and identify the slave or religious devotee to their master or pagan religious cause. These places upon the right hand or forehead will be the most conspicuous areas on the body that can be seen by the rest of the observing world. They were not hidden and inaccessible for others to see. This may even give some evidence to the fact that the mark will in some way be visibly seen to the human eye. Perhaps the Antichrist will want a visible impression or sign to be witnessed by every other beast follower. The mark may be a visible point of recognition that a person is a best worshipper. The Antichrist may want a visible etching or logo to be available to the eyesight of all humanity. Only the future will reveal in what manner the mark will be displayed. 

Another reason for marking people on the right hand or forehead may be to classify their status in society. In this same verse (vs.16) the different classes or people within society are mentioned. Afterward, the specific mention of the mark on the right hand or forehead is made. This may suggest that a certain class of people will receive the mark on their right hand to indicate that they primarily work with their hands in labor. Those who receive the mark on their foreheads may indicate that they are more involved with the intellectual pursuits of society.  Other suggestions about these two areas of the right hand and forehead argue that the right hand is the sign of honor and friendship to the beast and the forehead demonstrates a person’s willingness to agree intellectually with the beast and his claim to be God. Whatever the reasons are for these two conspicuous places for a logo, we must conclude that the beast will want everyone to know that people are worshipping him and are a loyal citizen of his world kingdom. 

When John received this vision about the future world marking system his mind probably began to contemplate the way slaves and animals were marked to demonstrate their ownership. Today, living in the computer age of technology, we can readily understand how an advanced computerized marking system can easily be forced upon society. What John did not know, we know. We can see how a modern day laser mark can be implemented in a society with countless billions of people. What was perhaps staggering to John’s mind is no longer staggering to our mind today. 

5. What is the meaning of the number? 

Revelation 13:17-18

“And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”
Dr. James Strong has said: “the connective word (or) is a primary particle of distinction between two connected terms; disjunctive, or; comparative, than.” Apparently John is using the connective word “or” in a comparative sense instead of a manner of distinction. He is building together a statement of fact concerning what this mark will actually be during the tribulation period. The mark will involve the actual number of a man’s name, which can be calculated to the numerical equivalency of 666. The mark mentioned in verse 16 is now explained as being an actual number, which can be calculated as 666. 

Others, like Dr. Henry Morris, have even suggested that there may be 

three marks during the tribulation period. He takes the connective word “or” to mean distinction among the branding system within the tribulation period. There may be a distinct “mark” that actually symbolizes the beast. This may be a dragonish design that depicts the character of the beast and his description in the book of Revelation as a seven headed dragonish monster coming out of the sea (Rev. 13:1). This dragonish idea was seen in Isaiah 27:1, where Satan is pictured as a dragonish serpent within the sea of lost humanity. The beast is similarly described as coming out of the sea of Gentile humanity and is pictured as some type of seven-headed serpent or dragon of the sea.  

Dr. Morris suggests that the term “mark” in verse 17 may actually be a designing mark or logo that depicts the beast of the book of the Revelation. Today the world is caught up with the mythological dragons. People wear dragon T-shirts and dragon tattoos today. They paint pictures of dragons on their motorcycles. One man at a nearby shopping mall had a large crowd of people gathered around him as he was drawing a picture of a giant dragon. We have people beginning to subtly worship the dragon already, which has long symbolized Satan (Rev. 12:3) and the coming world ruler, the Antichrist, which Satan is behind (Rev. 13:1; 17:3).  We even have a grocery market in our area called the “Green Dragon.” It is a fact that many people are intrigued with dragons because of their identification with Satan and the coming Antichrist.  The idea of the “name” of the beast (vs.17) may indicate that the actual name of the beast will be imprinted upon the right hand or forehead of people. Dr. Morris thinks this is certainly a possibility. No person knows what this name will be. However, this new world Caesar will want his name to be broadcast all over the earth and be praised by mankind. The actual “number of his name” (vs. 17) indicates that the beast’s name will be able to be calculated numerically and result in the number 666. Therefore, Dr. Morris has concluded that there will be a 666 number also placed upon the right hand and forehead of another group of people. 

Dr. Henry Morris has opted for a triple marking system that will be given to different classes of people. He suggests that the military may receive one type of mark whereas the bulk of civilians will receive another type of mark. Another group such as the government official may receive another mark. The idea of three distinct marks is grammatically conceivable, but not likely. The better understanding is to identify the mark as one specific mark, which is a number (666) that numerically corresponds to the name of the Antichrist. This actual number of the Antichrist will be displayed on the right arm or forehead of all the followers of the beast. When John uses the connective word “or” in verse seventeen, he is merely linking together the idea that the mark (666), which is given during the tribulation period, will be the numerical equivalent to the beast’s name. It’s better to understand the mark as only being one mark, which is the actual displayed number of the Antichrist. It will be an actual numbering mark (“the number of his name” – vs. 17) that will be written upon the earth dwellers. The mark of 666 will be the distinct and only mark of this period of time, which will identify people as beast followers. Whenever other passages mention the mark of the beast, they do so with the thought that there will be only one singular mark and not three distinct marks (see Rev. 14:11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20). The mark that will be displayed during the tribulation period will be the number 666, which numerically corresponds to the name of the beast as John suggests in Revelation 13:17 (“the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name”). The concluding point of this verse and the following verse is that the mark will actually be a 666 number, which will correspond numerically with the beast’s name. But how can a name have a numerical number attached to it?

Revelation 13:18 says:

“Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”
John says that the name of the Antichrist will be able to be counted or calculated (“count the number of the beast”). But how can you count a name? How can the name of the coming Antichrist actually have a number assigned to it? This is very easy to understand when we remember that the Hebrew and Greek letters of the Old and New Testament also were used for their own numbering system. Each letter has a corresponding numerical value. This is not true for the English language. You must learn your numbers and alphabet separately. However, many ancient languages did not have separate symbols, which stand for numbers, as we do. Rather, the letters of the alphabet had a numerical value as well. This method of calculating a name by the use of numbers is known as “Gematria” and was practiced seriously by the Jews. 

Since the book of the Revelation is written in the Greek language, it is possible that John had the Greek language in mind. Therefore, from the Greek language one could numerically calculate the beast’s name and arrive at the conclusion that a certain man is the Antichrist. 

Since the letters of the alphabet served as numbers, it’s understandable that a person’s name could be numerically coded. To “count’ or calculate a person’s name obviously means to add up the numbers attached to all the letters in the name. If a man’s name were written in Greek, this would be a straightforward operation. If it were written in another language, then it would have to be transliterated into the language that the people would understand in order to arrive at the calculation.

Verse 18 says that this numerical calculation is the “number of a man” or “for a man” which means that the numbers are assigned to a man’s name.  Someday a man will arrive on this world scene whose name in the Greek, Hebrew or even Latin will add up to 666. I personally find it most interesting that the Roman numerals as we have them today actually add up to 666. These are the most common counting numbers in the known world. 

I (1) + V (5) + X (10)  + L (50)  + C (100) + D (500) = 666
The old Roman language was Latin, which also may be significant in connection with the beast’s name. This is because the beast will be a Roman prince coming out of the domain of the old Roman Empire where Latin was spoken by the Romans (Daniel 9:27) and he may actually have a name written in the Old Latin language, which will have to be numerically calculated. There are many speculations attached to the calculation of this number. The fact is nobody knows for sure what language his name will be numerically coded to and nobody knows who the Antichrist is today by numerical calculations. 
Throughout the years there have been endless speculations and calculations dealing with this mysterious number.  Some have tried to identify this number to past Roman emperors such as Nero, Ceaser, Domitian or Caligula. There are those who teach that the beast or Antichrist will be the reincarnation of Nero or Judas Iscariot. More recently there has been the attempt to identify the name of Hitler and other recognized evil leaders with the number 666. Did you know that Lyndon B. Johnson when transliterated into the Greek language adds up to 666? Was Lyndon B. Johnson the Antichrist? Many seekers have tried to create much hype around the number 666. Like a jig saw puzzle, they try and code names to certain languages to prove who the Antichrist really is. The fact of the matter is this. When you transliterate names into another language where those names can be numerically coded, statistics tell us that one in every 10,000 names will equal 666. This tells us that the identity of the person represented by the number 666 should not be a subject of speculation for us today. John was envisioning the actual time when the Antichrist will be on the earthly scene and promoting his godless system of worship. John is giving instruction to the generation of saints who are alive during the tribulation period and who will benefit from this numerical formula of calculation. 

The person who would be able to actually calculate this number 666 must have been future to John’s time. Therefore, John is giving this instruction of calculation to those saints who will be living during the future tribulation period. Only the saints living within the future tribulation period will be able to accurately access who the Antichrist is by calculating his name in the Greek, Hebrew or Latin languages. 

Revelation 13:18

“Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”

God will grant special wisdom or spiritual understanding to those dear saints living during the tribulation period. They will be able to have a clear understanding about this numerical mark and who the Antichrist really is. This message in Revelation 13:17-18 will have special meaning to those who will be living during the tribulation period. They will be able to study this message and start adding together numbers and receive spiritual wisdom concerning both the name and identity of the Antichrist. Believers today do not have this special wisdom to identify the false Christ because we are not living in the tribulation period when the Antichrist will reveal himself. 

2 Thessalonians 2:7-8

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”

The Antichrist will not be revealed and known until the Restrainer, the Holy Spirit, is taken out of the way. This means that after the restraining godly influence of the Holy Sprit is taken out of this earth through the rapture of God’s people, then and only then will the Antichrist (“that” Wicked”) be revealed to the world. Only “then” and not now will the Antichrist be recognized and revealed. Only then (during the tribulation period) will there be spiritual understanding given concerning the Antichrist’s name and identity. A person cannot know who the Antichrist is until they are living in the actual time period when he will be revealed. Obviously that generation of saints who are living during the actual days of the tribulation period will be given new wisdom, concerning the Antichrist (Rev. 13:18). God will give them a special understanding concerning the name and the language, from which the name must be calculated in order to accurately identify the Antichrist. Those saints living during these dark days will be given special wisdom to identify the Antichrist by this numerical calculation.   

Daniel 12:4 says:

“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” (concerning the fulfillment of future events and such things as the number of Antichrist).

Daniel 12:9

“And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end.”

The “time of the end” is an eschatological saying that coincides with the second half of the tribulation period. It looks ahead to the time when the world will actually be in the tribulation period. It speaks about the actual time during the tribulation period when the Antichrist will rise as influential leader and all of the events of the tribulation are occurring. In the “time of the end” and not this time in which we live, the saints will have an increase in prophetic knowledge as it relates to the fulfillment of Bible prophecy. During the tribulation period, a new interest, knowledge and significance of Scriptural passages will be studied in light of their actual fulfillment in that day and time. This is why Daniel was told to seal up the prophecies of this book until the “time of the end” or the tribulation period, when all of these prophetic occurrences will begin to be unraveled. In essence, Daniel was instructed to seal up these trues of prophecy to demonstrate the important reality that these prophecies will not be fulfilled until a later time period comes upon planet earth and when the prophecies would have relevant understanding and special significance to the generation living in that day. These prophetic trues were to be preserved until a later time and would be understood in a new light when the actual time period unfolds. Only then will these events be studied in their actual context of fulfillment. 

We must understand that Bible prophecy is not being fulfilled today. One of the great blunders of the church today is when so called prophecy scholars read the headlines in the newspapers and claim that certain portions of God’s prophetic word are being fulfilled through the present day happenings in the world. This is a common false approach to Scripture that many fanatical teachers are getting away with today. We cannot relate prophecies that deal with the tribulation period to the actual events in our day. This is creating a great irreverence toward the actual fulfillment of the God’s prophetic word in the future. God’s prophetic clock and the actual fulfillment of prophetic happenings will only begin to take shape after the rapture, when the tribulation begins.

This verse and Revelation 13:18 tell us that the Jewish saints living during the actual time of the tribulation period will be given this special increase of knowledge concerning the commencement and fulfillment of certain prophetic events in the world. One of these will be the revelation of the Antichrist and the number 666, which is associated with his name.     

Daniel 12:10

“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the 

wise shall understand.”

Once again we see that those who are saved during the future tribulation period will become very wise and understand about the actual end time events associated with the tribulation period. They will be able to count or calculate who the Antichrist is and identify the Antichrist. This special privilege will be theirs since they will be living in the actual dispensation when this pseudo Christ will be revealed to the world. 

Our curiosity over the identity of the Antichrist cannot be satisfied today since we are not living in the tribulation period. We cannot accurately calculate and identify any man as the Antichrist in our day and time. This is because we do not know when the tribulation will begin and this ignorance stems from the fact that we do not know when Jesus will return. Furthermore, to spend time calculating names in other languages is a waist of time. Do you know why? Because we are not looking for Antichrist, we are looking for Christ!  Believers today need to be more concerned about getting out the name of Christ then trying to calculate the name of Antichrist. 

Revelation 13:18

“Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six.”
The number 666 is most interesting. What does this number imply? There have been many suggestions and speculations. John Nelson Darby was very honest when he said that he was in the dark concerning what the number 666 actually represented. He said:

“I confess my ignorance as to the number six hundred and sixty-six. I cannot present you with anything satisfactory to myself. We find, answering to the number six hundred and sixty six, the words apostasy and tradition; but I cannot say anything positive on the point.”

In the midst of all the searching and postulation in regards to the exact meaning of this number, many have simply failed to find the answer in the very text of Scripture where the number appears. The Bible says that this number is the number of a man (“for it is the number of a man”). There is the answer to the meaning of this number. It is the number of a man. What is so hard about this answer? Why must we speculate about the meaning of this number 666 and make it some kind of mysterious and hidden secret of the future? Do not make anything more out of this answer than needs to be made. The fact is this. The number 666 simply represents the number of a man. It is the number associated with man and will numerically represent a particular man who will successfully push the epitome of humanism upon a Christ rejecting world. The number 666 represents man’s day and man’s defiance of God under the Antichrist. 
The number 666 is seen to be associated with man in the Bible. This is because man was created on the sixth day (Genesis 1:26-27, 31). Man is linked to the sixth day. However, in the book of Revelation, the number seven is seen to be one of the most significant numbers associated with God’s work and God’s perfection. There are seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls, seven thunders, seven angels, seven plagues, seven lamps, seven Spirits, seven candlesticks, seven churches, etc. This unusual format can hardly be accidental. The word seven appears more in the book of Revelation than in any other book of the Bible. Biblical numerology is interesting to consider. We must be careful of extremes. However, there are some very clear meanings attached to certain numbers in the Bible. 

God rested on the first seven-day period in history following His creation (Genesis 2:3). This suggests that the world, which God had created, was complete. The number seven in Scripture typically means fullness and completion. It is the perfect number. The remarkable “seven-ness” of the book of Revelation seems to suggest that this last book of the Bible details God’s final and complete future plan for history. It would seem then that the number seven relates to God and His perfect working and the number six relates to man and his imperfect workings. Therefore, the number 666 would indicate the epitome of humanism and man’s working instead of the triple 777 of God’s working. 

John Walvoord has said:

“Probably the simplest explanation here is the best, that the triple six is the number of a man, each digit falling short of the perfect number seven.”  

This Antichrist claims to be the true God, and if that were the case, he should be 777. However, the triple 666 is the number of man and the epitome of man’s humanistic efforts. In essence, God gives a number to the Antichrist that will fall short of deity. No matter how much this future ruler will insist on being God, the number 666 which is attached as a numerical code to his name, will still identify him as only a man. He will be a man that falls short of the number seven, which is associated with God, no matter how much he wants to be God. This number (666) will evidently become a clear marker to the coming generation during the tribulation period that this man is not the true Messiah and God. 

There may also be a hint to the satanic trinity in this triple number 666. Three is the number of the Biblical trinity (Father, Son & Holy Spirit). There may be an allusion to the coming satanic trinity in the three-digit number of 666 (Satan, Antichrist & False Prophet). Satan wants to mimic the Father and the Antichrist wants to mimic the Son whereas the False Prophet will mimic the Holy Spirit’s work by glorifying the Antichrist. Therefore, the triple 666 will try and mimic the trinity of the Godhead but fall short of the 777. Man’s trinity will be 666. Here, the number six done three times (666) is the most perfect system that man could ever set forth, but it is still remains 6 and will collapse and be forever destroyed (Rev. 19:19-20). 
6.  What will be the consequences of not receiving the number?
Revelation 13:15-17

“And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed. And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”

The consequences of not receiving the number of the beast will involve both a death warrant and economic sanction.  No doubt registration centers will be set up in every community and all people will be instructed to report for registration and marking before a certain date and time. The enforcement machinery will be put in place so that every person will be required to display their mark in order to both live and function within society. Those who do manage to escape the mandatory death sentence for refusing to receive the mark will not be able to buy or sell food. An economic sanction will be placed upon them. This will mean that all people who refuse the mark will have to develop their own food source in their own secret manner.   

Those believing families and people who are living underground and in secret communities within the countryside to avoid the mandatory marking system will have to raise their own food and try to survive without any government aid. Their lives will involve extreme hardship and dangers as they try to avoid the repercussions of not being a beat worshipper. We cannot imagine what it will be like in this world. Many Jews will be housed by believing Gentiles in rural areas and secret communities. It will be these Gentiles who will be rewarded at Christ’s return to earth (see Matthew 25:31-40).  

Any person caught without the mark and who refuses to receive the mark will be put to death by the horrible and gruesome death of decapitation. 

Revelation 20:4

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

The world will resort back to the old practice of decapitation during these bloody days of the tribulation period. There will be great masses of believers martyred in this gruesome way during the tribulation period because of their refusal to receive the mark. One oft-repeated question that people have asked me over the years is this: “Will anybody be saved during the tribulation period?” The Bible gives us the unmistakable answer.

Revelation 7:9-14 says:

“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

There will be literally millions upon millions upon millions saved 

during the dark days of the tribulation period (“a great multitude, which no man could number”). They will realize their need for salvation through the true Christ as they listen to the preaching of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Rev. 7:4-8; Matt. 24:14) and the two witnesses (Rev. 11:3-7) and even the angelic Gospel preacher (Rev. 14:6-7). These messengers with their Gospel witness and appropriate warnings of impending doom will evangelize the entire world (“every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people” – Rev. 14:6) during the tribulation period and will occur as a challenge to the beast worship, which is being set up on planet earth. For instance, the angelic Gospel preacher will say to the future world of mankind: “Fear God and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven and earth, and the sea and the fountains of waters” (Rev. 14:7). This outbreak of mass evangelism by the angel, two witnesses and the 144,000 Jewish evangelists will bring many to Christ. The Antichrist will be furious at these millions of converted believers who fail to bow down to him. Therefore, he will sanction a death warrant for every non-beast worshipper. This will cause mass persecution and execution in the world as untold millions of people are murdered for their faith and testimony for Jesus Christ. Obviously this evangelistic outbreak will occur at the midpoint of the tribulation period at the same time the beast is trying to evangelize the world to worship him. Humanity will be left with the choice to worship the false Christ or the true Christ by repenting of their sins and turning to Christ in saving faith. Those who choose to receive the mark and worship the beast will accept his lie and be damned. 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

“Even him, (Antichrist) whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them (those living during the tribulation period) that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God (not Satan) shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

There will be many people during the tribulation period from every nation, tribe and race, which will be deceived by the lie of the Antichrist. They will refuse to believe the truth of the Gospel witness and be judicially blinded by God. The Lord will not allow these people the chance to be saved after they refuse to hear the Gospel messages, which God has sent their way during these dark days of the tribulation. When these people believe the lie of the Antichrist during the tribulation period, which promotes the conclusion that he is God, then God will blind their minds. This deception will take place because these people living during the tribulation have not “received” (2 Thess. 2:10) or “believed” (2 Thess. 2:11) the truth of the Gospel that was being presented to them during this future period. They chose to believe the lie of the Antichrist during the tribulation period instead of the preaching of the Angel, two witnesses and 144,000 Jewish evangelists. Paul is dealing with unbelievers who will be living when the man of sin will be revealed. He is not dealing with those who do not believe today in this dispensation. When a person refuses to hear what is being said by God’s evangelistic outreach during this future time period, then they will be quickly blinded by God and willingly take the mark of the Antichrist. This will confirm their loyalty to him instead of the message of the Gospel and Christ. During the tribulation period, people will either believe the false gospel of the Antichrist or the true gospel of the kingdom, which heralds forth the message of salvation in view of the soon return of the kingly Christ. 

I believe that God will give all of mankind the opportunity to be saved as the middle of the tribulation gets underway. The mass evangelism of God’s saving program will be underway as much as the mass evangelism of the beast’s program.  Millions of people will choose to turn to Christ and be saved. Likewise, millions will stubbornly refuse the message being preached to them through God’s evangelistic program and take the mark of the beast. 

The question as to who will have the opportunity to be saved during the tribulation, following the rapture, cannot be answered without some controversy. Many well-noted Bible teachers claim that only those who have never heard will have the opportunity to be saved. Other well known respected teachers believe that every person will have opportunity to be saved. The Scriptures seem to suggest that all of mankind will have the opportunity to be saved during the tribulation period. Every Jew will have the opportunity to be saved at Christ’s return to earth whether they have heard the Gospel previously or did not hear the Gospel. 

Joel 2:32 says:

“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.”

The word “whosoever” means whosoever. To say that it only means the Jews who have never heard before the rapture seems to be stretching the meaning of the word “whosoever.” The understanding is that whoever sees their need to be saved after the rapture has occurred and when the Lord returns to earth can be saved. There should be no preconceived conditions attached to the meaning of this word. The salvation of souls during the coming wrath of God in the days of the tribulation period will coincide with the same principle that Habakkuk spoke about when he said: “In wrath, remember mercy” (Hab. 3:2). God will remember mercy even before he pours out some of His most devastating judgments upon this earth during the last three and one half years of the tribulation period. There will be a large scale evangelistic movement occurring during the tribulation period so that people all over the world will be saved. In this day, God will save every person that turns in faith to His offer of salvation. 

This opportunity to be saved during the tribulation period by these post rapture people, who have already heard, should not be viewed as a second chance for salvation. The doctrine of second chance has to do with dying and then having a chance to be saved after you are brought back to life. Those who enter this period after the rapture will have opportunity to be saved because they are still living. Their sentence to spiritual death depends upon their reception of the message being presented during the tribulation period. Allow me to repeat that their deception will take place because these people living during the tribulation have not “received” (2 Thess. 2:10) or “believed” (2 Thess. 2:11) the truth of the Gospel that was being presented to them by God’s Gospel witness program. The past tense of these words (received and believed) must not be construed as meaning the people’s rejection of the Gospel prior to the rapture. The vantagepoint has to do with the tribulation period and when Jesus will return to earth to judge the Antichrist and all those people who have chosen to receive His mark. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8-10

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.”

When Christ returns to this earth the Antichrist will be judged and all those surviving people of the tribulation period who have not “received” or “believed” the truth about the Gospel of Christ. Paul is dealing with the events of the tribulation in view of Christ’s return to earth. He is telling the Thessalonians that they could not be in the tribulation period because these were the happenings that would occur during the actual tribulation and just prior to Christ’s return to earth. To insert something about the events in people’s lives prior to the tribulation would be out of place in this context. 

Second Thessalonians 2:8-12 is obviously teaching that Jesus is going to return at the close of the tribulation period and judge the Antichrist and all his living followers who have received the 666 mark (2 Thess. 2:8). From the perspective of when Jesus returns, all those unsaved people who have received the 666 mark will be designated as that class of people who have not “received the love of the truth” or who “believed not the truth” during the tribulation days. Rev. 19:20 uses the word “deceived” in the past tense when looking back over the tribulation period prior to Christ’s return to earth. Looking at this section of Scripture (2 Thess. 2:8-10) from the vantagepoint of Jesus’ return to earth will help us to understand this passage. When Jesus returns to earth, all those who are still alive and have been “deceived” by the miracles of the False Prophet (Rev.19:20) and blinded by God Himself (2 Thess. 2:11) will be that class of designated people who have not “received the love of the truth” or “believed not the truth” during the tribulation days. This group of unsaved tribulation survivors will suffer Christ’s vengeance and damnation as He gathers the nations together for judgment and entrance into the kingdom (Matthew 24:44-51; 25:31-46). The vantagepoint is from Christ’s return to earth, which looks back to the days of the tribulation period. The vantagepoint is not during the tribulation days, which looks back to the days before the rapture. 

Daniel 12:10 once again says:

“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the 

wise shall understand.”

The prophecy of Daniel speaks about the decision of “many” people that will be saved. They will become “purified, and made white” which depicts their cleansing through Christ. The Christ rejecters will continue to abound in their wickedness and shall not understand the truth of the Gospel or the events that are occurring during the eschatological time period known as the “time of the end.” 

Those who continue to do wickedly after the rapture by taking the mark of the beast and refusing to receive and believe the truth will be hopelessly consigned to future judgment or damnation (2 Thess. 2:12).  Those who decide to receive the message of the Gospel will on a large scale suffer martyrdom. The mass multitudes that do get saved and become believers will pay the price. 

Revelation 12:11 says:

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.”

This death warrant for refusing to bow down and worship the image of the beast is foreshadowed in the Old Testament. 

Daniel 3:1,6

“Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits (60 cubits high), and the breadth thereof six cubits (six cubits broad): he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.” 

“And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.”

King Nebuchadnezzar issued a decree of death for all those who failed to bow down to his erected statue, which was built to glorify himself. You will notice that the measurements of the statue are the familiar multiplies of six, which once again signify that the statue was man’s statue and man’s rebellion against the true God. The same will be true concerning the number of the Antichrist during the tribulation period. His number to identify his rebellion against God is 666.  Those who failed to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s image were cast alive into the fiery furnace. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to bow down and were cast into the furnace. In a similar fashion, those future believers of the tribulation period who refuse to bow down before the statue of the Antichrist and give their allegiance to him will face their death. The requirements placed upon the future citizens of this world during the beast’s world empire will be similar to that which Nebuchadnezzar placed upon his Babylonian Empire. In other words, the future demands put on the tribulation citizens resembles this historical account of Nebuchadnezzar and his demands for people to worship his statue. There will be death warrants put out on all earth dwellers that refuse this 666 mark. They will have to face their own fiery furnace in the future. They will have to face the terrible prospect of death by decapitation. 

As terrible as the consequences will be for those who choose to not receive the mark, the consequences of those who decide to receive the mark will be far worse. They will experience the wrath of Almighty God. First, those who take the 666 mark of the beast will suffer the vengeance of God’s anger during the tribulation period.

Revelation 16:2 says:
“And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of 

the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image.”
Loyal beast worshippers who choose to receive this mark will be the earthly subjects of God’s wrath and fury. They will be directly inflicted with God’s terrible tribulation judgments. The unsaved beast worshippers will become the objects of God’s wrath and will suffer the direct blows of His bowl judgments (16:2) and trumpet judgments (9:1-6) upon planet earth. Only those who are regenerated and have the seal of God in their foreheads will be spared from God’s direct blows upon humanity. 

Revelation 9:4 says this concerning the demonic locust judgment:

“And it was commanded them (these locust creatures) that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.”

The 144,000 Jews who are saved serve as an example of those regenerated believers who will be protected from God’s judgments, which are geared directly for the unsaved (16:2; 9:1-6). They will escape God’s direct infliction, which will occur only upon the beast followers. God has special tribulation judgments for those who take the mark of the beast. When they choose to receive the logo of the beast, then God will take it upon Himself to inflict tremendous pains upon them.  Beast worshippers and all those who are marked with the number 666 will not escape the fury of the Lord.  

Not only will the unsaved earth dwellers experience the dreadful tribulation judgments which are geared for loyal beast worshippers identified with the number 666, they also will not escape the eternal judgment of God upon their resurrected body in the Lake of Fire. Those who receive the mark of the beast upon their right hand or forehead will be sealing their eternal doom! 

Revelation 14:9-11

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.”

You will notice that the judgment upon the beast worshippers will be eternal. There will be no rest from God’s plaguing judgment. In hell or this Lake of Fire, these people will suffer the eternal fire and vengeance of God. They will be tormented by the righteous judgment of a holy God (Rev. 16:7). When mankind refuses to worship God and refuses to repent of their wickedness before Him (Rev. 16:11), then lost mankind will have to suffer as a sinner in the hands of an angry God. This will be true of the personal Antichrist and False Prophet as well. 

Revelation 19:20 says:

“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”

The beast along with his sidekick, the false prophet, will immediately be resurrected after their deaths at Christ’s return (2 Thess. 2:8) and be cast alive into the Lake of Fire. It’s into this great fiery lake that the devil himself will be cast 1,000 years later, following the Millennium. 

Revelation 20:10 says:

“And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”

Please note that the beast and false prophet were already suffering in conscious torment for 1,000 years prior to this judgment. This means that judgment in Gehenna or the Lake of Fire is eternal judgment that will never end in annihilation.  The fate of all beast worshippers and their leaders (Satan, Antichrist, False Prophet) will be a destiny of unending doom and damnation in what the Bible envisions as a burning lake full of fire that will never be quenched or extinguished (see what Jesus said in Mark 9:43-49). 

Revelation 20:15 reveals this eternal doom as well: 

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.”
Dear friend, God is a righteous God in all of His judgments (Rev. 15:3) and He will judge you in the unending doom of hell if you do not repent or change your attitude about your sin and by faith personally receive Christ as your Savior (John 1:12). What a difference it will be for those who refuse the mark of the beast and overcome his reign of terror through martyrdom. These martyrs will go to Heaven and experience the rest and glories of this eternal place.  

Revelation 15:2 says:

“And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.”

John envisions the martyrs of the tribulation period who have overcome the beast’s dictatorship and refused to receive his 666 mark. They had refused the mark of the beast and paid with their own lives (Rev. 12:11; 6:9). However, they were the real victors because they are now seen to be in Heaven rejoicing with the Lord beside the heavenly sea of glass that proceeds out from the throne of God. Those who refuse the mark and become martyrs during the dark days of the tribulation period will be the true victors who will rest from all of their earthly encounters with the beast and find glorious peace and joy in Heaven. Heaven will be their final frontier! 

Revelation 14:13 says this about the martyred:

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.”

Those that die without the mark of the beast will be believers who enter Heaven’s rest and who will be eternally rewarded for their testimony and lives which they have lived upon planet earth (“their works do follow them”). Those who die with the mark of the beast will not find rest day or night throughout the eternal ages of time.

Revelation 14:11 once again says:

“And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his 

image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.”

For the souls of the redeemed, the consequences for refusing the mark will be costly upon earth, since they will suffer martyrdom at the hand of the Antichrist (Rev. 20:4). But their life will be enriched throughout eternity in the glory and bliss of Heaven (Rev. 14:13). However, for the souls of the lost, the consequences of receiving the mark will be both costly upon earth as they suffer God’s direct blows of judgment during the tribulation period and costly throughout eternity in the Lake of Fire (Rev. 14:10-11).  

Dear sinner, I beg of you to call upon the Lord Jesus Christ today for salvation and be saved from this place called hell (Romans 10:13). When you call upon the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, then you can be saved from all of the beast’s wrath and the entire tribulation period. You will also be saved from the eternal doom of hell fire and brimstone. In order to be saved you must realize your own sinfulness before God (Rom. 3:23) and have a change of mind about your in. This is called repentance (Luke 13:3,5). You must realize that your sin is terrible in God’s eyes. You must realize that God must punish your sin and send you to hell (Rom. 6:23). You must also understand that Jesus died on the cross bearing all of your sins and taking your judgment upon himself (1 Peter 2:24). Now, salvation can be yours if you will personal believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to be your Savior (Acts 16:31). Will you place your faith in Jesus Christ today so that He can become your personal Savior from hell and all of God’s future wrath and judgment? Faith is a personal response to Christ where you pray to Him and trust in Him alone to be your own personal substitute from sin’s eternal judgment. Pray to Jesus Christ today and ask Him to save you today. Jesus Christ and His gift of salvation is only a prayer away (Romans 6:23). 

7.  When will the numbering system end?

The world marking system will end when other world powers become tired of the beast’s universal dictatorship and begin to challenge his world kingdom and rule. This will become evident at the close of the tribulation period as attacks upon his European and Middle East Empire begin. 

“But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to 

make away many.”

Daniel 11:44 prophetically anticipates these attacks upon the wealth of oil that the Antichrist will possess in his immediate region of power. The oriental countries to the east of Israel and the powerful countries to the north of Israel such as Russia, Germany, Turkey (“tidings out of the east and out of the north”) will attack his empire and challenge the beast’s dictatorship. There will be no rest for this man of warfare as the tribulation winds down. His worldwide power will be challenged as the tribulation comes to its dramatic conclusion. Because of the rebellion to the Antichrist’s dictatorship within various regions of society, the beast’s marking system will begin to collapse on a worldwide scale. Man’s illusive dream of a miracle dictator that can solve the world’s problems will be shattered. Man’s age-old enemy, which is greed, will bring the world powers against the Antichrist. This will culminate in a battle of cataclysmic proportions in the Holy Land, which can be properly titled as the campaign of Armageddon (Rev. 16:13-16). 

The marking system of the Antichrist will completely end with the 

return of Christ. The Lord Jesus will return to this earth when the nations of the world are doing battle with one another in the land of Palestine. Together they will witness the coming of Christ and turn against this Lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5) as He returns to earth (Psalm 2:2-3). The true God in Heaven will laugh at man’s feeble attempts to destroy His Son (vs. 4). And when the Lord Jesus returns, He will destroy the beast with His own power (Rev. 13:10) and then finally cast him into the eternal Lake of Fire (Rev. 19:20). This will end any of the beast’s earthly attempts to mark mankind and create a world that worships Satan through his established worship with the number 666. 

Following the traumatic and climatic events of Christ’s return, another event will take place that will finally prove that the marking system of the Antichrist and the worship connected with this man made system is abolished forever. All of God’s universe will bow their knee and be forced to pay homage to Christ and not to the beast. 

Philippians 2:9-11 says:

“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

After this universal acknowledgment of Jesus as God, the true God will establish His own government upon the earth. 

Isaiah 9:6-7

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.”

There will be no 666 in the glorious kingdom day. The worship of man and the number of man will not be seen throughout God’s holy earth. In fact, the beast will be burning in the Lake of Fire for 1,000 years while Jesus rules planet earth (Rev. 20:10). Only the Lamb will be worshipped during the millennium. The numbering system of the Antichrist will be forever banished from planet earth. There will be no more man-centered worship or man-made numbers such as 666. Only the Lord Jesus Christ will be worshipped as the true living God and Creator. Beast worship will be exchanged for God’s worship. This will be the golden age. 

Isaiah 66:23

“And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before 

me, saith the LORD.”

The only mark that will be seen in the coming kingdom glory is the mark or sign that some Jews will have inscribed upon their hands to express their loyalty to the true God. It will not be the mark of the beast. Rather, it will be the mark of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 44:5 says:

“One shall say, I am the LORD’S; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe (inscribe or engrave) with his hand unto the LORD, and surname himself by the name of Israel.”

There will be a mark that some Jews will inscribe upon their hand in the kingdom age. It will be a reminder that the true Messiah and not the false messiah is their owner. This kingdom mark will indicate their loyalty to Him for 1,000 years and throughout the eternal ages of time. We must remember that the Millennial Kingdom of 1,000 years will be but a short prelude to God’s eternal kingdom. The Bible clearly reveals that the millennium will turn into the eternal kingdom and rule of Christ. 

Revelation 11:15 says:

“And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.”

And of His kingdom there shall be no end! Hallelujah! 
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