 

Expositional Study of Colossians

(“Life Established”)

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

Part I

(Studies in Colossians 1:1-14)
 

Theme: The preeminence (Col. 1:18) of Christ above all else and our 
               completeness in Christ for everything else (Col. 2:10).

 

A. Christ and the Saints of God (Chapter 1:1-14) – the greeting section of the epistle

 

       I. Greetings to the saints (Chapter 1:1-8). 

 

Have you been living the Christian life? 

 

The greeting reveals two details about Christians.  

 

  A. The credentials of Christians (vv. 1-2)

 

1. They are sent by God (“apostle”) – vs. 1

2. They are set apart by God (“saints”) – vs. 2a

3. They are steadfast before God (“faithful”) - vs. 2b

4. They are supplied by God (“Grace … peace”) – vs. 2c

 

Note:
a. The source of these blessings (“God our Father” – 2d). 

b. The sharer of these blessings (“and the Lord Jesus Christ” 

    2d) 

 

  B.  The unity of Christians (vv. 3-8)

 

Unity is expressed in two ways: 

1. Through a thankful heart (“give thanks” - vs. 3a   )

2. Through a prayerful heart (“praying always for you” - vv. 3b-8)

 
Paul then provides motivation for thankful prayer (vv. 4-8). 

There is a three-fold motivation: (a threefold cord is not easily broken) 

 

     a. Faith (“your faith” – vs. 4a)

 

*Faith provides the energy for thanksgiving and prayer. 

 

     b. Love (“love to all saints” – vs. 4b) 

 

*Love provides the basis for thanksgiving and prayer. 

 

     c. Hope (“for the hope … heaven” – vv. 5-8)

 

*Hope provides the incentive for thanksgiving and prayer. 

 

Hope is explained in three ways:

1. It gives reassurance about heaven (5a – “hope … in heaven”)

2. It is rooted in the Gospel (5b – “word of the truth of the Gospel”)

3. It is revealed through evangelism (“Which is come unto you, as it is in all

                                                             the world” - vv. 6-8) 

 

Consider: 

A. The fruit of evangelism (vs. 6 – “bringeth forth fruit, as it doth also in you,

                                                      since the day ye heard of it”) 

B. The message of evangelism (vs. 6 – “knew the grace of God in truth”)

C. The ministers of evangelism (vv. 7- 8) 

 

God’s ministers are described as: 
1. Communicators (“learned of Epaphras” - vs. 7a) 
2. Companions (vs. 7b - “our dear fellowservant”)

3. Committed (vs. 7c - “faithful minister of Christ”)
4. Caring (“your love in the Spirit” - vs. 8)

 
      II. Prayer for the saints (Chapter 1:9-14) 

 

How do we pray for others? 

 

a. Devotedly (vs. 9a - “do not cease to pray”)

b. Distinctly (“for you” and “desire that”- vv. 9b-14) 
The content of our prayers should involve two matters.  

 

B. The will of God (“knowledge of his will” - vs. 9)

 

The will of God produces:

 

1. Spiritual wisdom (wisdom or spiritual insight tells us how to live)

 

*With wisdom I find what to believe in life. 

 

2.  Spiritual understanding (understanding = application of wisdom to life)

 

*With understanding I know how to behave in life. 

 

B. Their walk with God (vv. 10-14)

 

When we walk with God: 

 

1. We please God (“unto all pleasing” – vs. 10a)

2. We are fruitful for God (“fruitful in every good work” – 10b)

3. We know God (“increasing in the knowledge of God” – 10c)

4. We are strengthened by God (“strengthened with all might” – vs.11)

 

Notice: 

   I. The source of strength (“according to his glorious power” – vs. 11a) 

   II. The results of strength (11b)

 

God’s strength produces:  

 
a. Toughness in trial (“patience” – 11a)

b. Tolerance toward others (“longsuffering” – 11b)

c. Triumph of joy (“with joyfulness” – 11c)

d. Thankfulness to God (“Giving thanks unto the Father” - vs. 12a)

 
Why should we be thankful? 

 

There are two reasons to be thankful. 
  a. For what we have (“which hath” - vs. 12)

 

What do we have? 
         1. We have a Father (“Father” - vs. 12a) 

         2. We have a future (“inheritance” - vs. 12b)

 

Notice: 

1. God prepares those who enter the inheritance (“meet” - vs. 12b)

2. God describes those who enter the inheritance (“saints in light” - vs. 12c)
   b. For what He did (“Who hath” - vv. 13-14)

 

What God did for us can be explained as: 

 

1. Deliverance (“delivered” - 13a)

2. Departure (“translated us” - 13b)

 

Please observe: 
a. The place of our departure (“kingdom of his dear son” - 13c)

b. The position of our departure (“In whom” - 14a)

c. The purpose of our departure (“redemption … forgiveness of sins” - 14b)
We are saved: 
1. When we are redeemed (14c)

 

    a. The fact of our redemption (“redemption” = to be released by ransom)
    b. The way of redemption (“through his blood”)

 

2.  When we are forgiven (“the forgiveness of sins” – 14d)

 
Expositional Study of Colossians

(“Life Established”)

Part 2

(Studies in Colossians 1:15-29)

 

 Theme: The preeminence (Col. 1:18) of Christ above all else and our 
                completeness in Christ for everything else (Col. 2:10).
 

B. Christ and the Son of God (Chapter 1:15-29) – the doctrinal section of the epistle 

 

I. The person of Christ (1:15-19) 

 

  A. The explanation of Christ’s deity (“image” and “firstborn” - vs. 15) 

 

  B. The example of Christ’s deity (vv. 16-19)

 

There are four reasons why Christ is God:

 

  1. He is the beginning of all things (“by him were all things created” -

                                                           vs. 16)

 

Christ is the originator and Creator of everything that exists. 

 

   A. Heavenly things (vs. 16) 

   B. Earthly things (vs. 16 - “visible and invisible”)

   C. Spiritual things (vs. 16 -”visible and invisible”) 

 

Everything was created: 

 

  a. From His own hands (“by him” - vs. 16)

  b. For His own glory (“for him” - vs. 16)

 

   2. He is before all things (“before all things” - vs. 17a))

   3. He is behind all things (“by him all things consist” - 17b)

   4. He is the builder of all things (“the church” - vs. 18) 

 
Christ is the builder and therefore head of the new creation (Church). 

 

Consider: 

 

  a. The fact of His headship (“head of the body” - vs. 18a)

  b. The qualification for headship (“beginning” and “firstborn” - 18b)

 

Since Christ is the beginning and firstborn He qualifies to be head of the Church. 

 

  c. The purpose for His headship (“preeminence” - vs. 18b)

  d. The reason for His headship (“in him should all fullness dwell” -

       vs. 19) 

 

Since Christ shares in the Godhead and has built the Church, He is the only Person who can be Leader and Head of the Church. 

 

II. The work of Christ (1:20-23)

 

Christ’s saving work is explained as reconciliation (vv. 20-23).

 

Reconciliation means to “change completely “and refers to our position of enmity before God being changed to one of favor and acceptance. 
 

   A. The way of reconciliation (vs. 20a - the way of the cross!) 

 

Reconciliation comes through the “blood of the cross” and “by him.”  

 

   B. The results of reconciliation (vv. 20b-23)

 

There are two results: 

 

    1. Universal reconciliation (“reconcile all things” - vs. 20b) 

 

*Man can now be potentially saved through Christ. 

 

The barrier between God and man is removed!

 

Both: 

 

    a. Earthily things (vs. 20) 

    b. Heavenly things (vs. 20)

 

    2. Personal reconciliation (“And you” - vv. 21-23) 

 

*Gospel believers are personally saved through Christ. 

 

Gospel believers who express faith in Christ are changed from a position of enmity to a position of favor and acceptance before God. 

 

Let’s relive the old story: 

 

  a. Our past (“alienated” ; “enemies” ; wicked works” - vs. 21a) 

  b. His passion (“reconciled” - vs. 21b)

 

Observe: 

 

      1. The plan of Christ’s passion (“the body … death” - vs. 22a)

      2. The purpose of Christ’s passion (“present you” - vs. 22b)

      3. The people saved by Christ’s passion (“if you continue” - vs. 23)

 

This “if” should not cause someone to doubt their salvation but help determine their salvation (a changed life is a secondary confirmation of one’s salvation).

 

A true believer always: 

 

    1. Perseveres in basic truth (“continue in the faith” - vs. 23) 

 

Perseverance is not a condition for being saved but an evidence of being saved.

 

    2. Personally relies on the Gospel (“”grounded”; settled” ; “not moved

                                                               away from the Gospel” - vs. 23)

The Gospel: 

 

      a. Needs to be heard (“which ye have heard” - vs. 23) 

      b. Needs to be proclaimed (“which was preached” - vs. 23) 

      c. Needs to be vocational (“made a minister” - vs. 23)
  III. The doctrine of Christ (1:24-29) 
 

*This doctrine deals with the teaching about the Church. 

 

The clause in verse 23 (“whereof I Paul am made a minister”) serves as a way for Paul to now discuss the doctrine that Christ gave to Paul about the Church. 

   A. We are to suffer for Christians (“my sufferings for you” - 24a)    

   B. We are to suffer for Christ (“afflictions of Christ” - 24b)

   C. We are to suffer for the Church (“his body sake, which is the church –

                                                             24c)

The Church is explained as: 
  1. A stewardship (“dispensation” - vs. 25). 

  2. A sacred secret (“mystery” - vs. 26a) - not secret society! 

  3. A special revelation (“but now … manifest” - vs. 26b)

 

The revelation is described as: 

 

       a. Indescribable riches (“riches of the glory” - 27a)  

       b. Incredible outreach (“among the Gentiles” - vs. 27b)

       c. Indwelling of Christ (“Christ in you” - 27c)

 

Christ is presented as: 

 

   A. Our hope (“hope of glory” - 27d) 

   B. Our message (“Whom we preach” - vs. 28a)

 

Notice: 

 

      1. The way we preach Christ:

 

      a. With warning (“warning every man” - 28b)

      b. With teaching (“teaching every man in all wisdom” - 28c)  

 

      2. The reason we preach Christ:   

 

The reason we preach Christ is so others can grow in their understanding and application of Christ to their life (“perfect in Christ” - vs. 28).  

 

    Seeing others grow involves: 

 

      a. Hard work (“labour” and “striving” - 29a) - man’s part

      b. God’s work (“his working” - 29b) - God’s part 
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Theme: The preeminence (Col. 1:18) of Christ above all else and our
               completeness in Christ for everything else (Col. 2:10).

 

    C. Christ and the Warning from God (Chapter 2) - the error section 
         of the epistle

 

In this section, Paul is concerned about the error of the false teachers (vv. 4, 8, 16, 18). Paul exposes this error as he deals with the Christian life. 

 

What kind of Christian are you? 

 

Christians are revealed in five ways. 

 

  I. A Caring Christian (vv. 1-5)
 

“what great conflict” = spiritual concern and care for others - 1a  

 

         A. The extent of our care: 
                  1. For personal saints (“for you” - 1b) 

                  2. For other saints (“for them at Laodicea” - 1c)  

                  3. For all saints (“for as many” - 1d) 

 

        B. The goal of our care (vv. 2 - 3 = comfort others)

   “That their hearts might be comforted” - 2a 

          How do we experience comfort?                              

1. By staying united (“being knit together in love” - 2b)
*Love is the atmosphere and experience of unity. 

 

     2. By staying informed (“understanding” - 2c)                                             
*Understanding of truth is the basis of unity. 

 

  Truth is described as:  
    a. Riches (“and unto all riches” - 2d)  

    b. Reassurance (“of the full assurance of understanding” - 2e) 

    c. Recognition (“to the acknowledgement” - 2f) 

We acknowledge: 

 

    1. God’s program (“of the mystery of God” - 2g) = the Church. 

    2. God’s person (“and of the Father, and of Christ”- 2h)

    3. God’s provision (“In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and

                                    knowledge ” - 3) 

 

wisdom is spiritual insight = knowing all truth (what we should believe) 

knowledge = applying all truth (how we should behave - Col. 1:9)
 

  C. The reason for our care (vs. 4 - the deception of false teachers) 
 

“And this I say” (vs. 4 - Looking back to vv. 1-3) 

Consider: 
  1. The fact of deception (“should beguile you” - 4a)    

  2. The way of deception (“with enticing words” - 4b) 

   D. The expression of our care (vs. 5 - complimenting others)  

Our care for others is expressed in two ways: 

 

          a. Companionship (“absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in

                                           the spirit” - 5a 

          b. Complimenting (“joying and beholding” - 5b) 

 
Paul compliments them for their:

 

         1. United rank (“beholding your order” - 5c) 

         2. United front (“stedfastness of your faith in Christ” - 5d)  

 

    II. A Growing Christian (vv. 6-7)

 

        A. Becoming a Christian (“As ye have therefore received Christ

                                                 Jesus the Lord” – 6a) = salvation
        B. Being a Christian (“so walk ye in him” – 6b) = sanctification 

     A growing Christian has experienced:  

 

         1. Spiritual birth (“Rooted” - 7a)

         2. Spiritual advancement (“built up in him” - 7b) 

         3. Spiritual stability (“stablished in the faith” - 7c)  

These blessings are realized through: 

 

  a. Training (“as ye have been taught”- 7d)

  b. Thanksgiving (“abounding therein with thanksgiving” - 7e)                                                                                                    

 

  III. A Discerning Christian (vv. 8-15)

 

A discerning Christian will be alert to all false teaching and error. 

 

“Beware!” (see, discern) - Matthew 16:12 – “Beware of the leaven”

 

   A. The reason for discernment (8a - “lest any man spoil you” - take

                                                               you captive) 

        Notice: 

 

        1. The way false teachers capture people: 

 

   a. Through human wisdom (“through philosophy” - 8b)  

   b. Through deception (“and vain deceit” - 8c)

        2. The instruments that capture people: 

    a. Traditions of man (“after the tradition of men” - 8d) 

    b. Teachings from the world (“after the rudiments of the world” - 8e) 

    c. Turning away from Christ (“and not after Christ” - 8f)

 

  B. The doctrine of discernment (vv. 9-17)

“For” (the conjunction indicates why we should be discerning) - It’s because of the precious doctrine of Christ! 

 

We should be discerning about: 

 

     1. Christ’s deity (“in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”
                                - vs. 9)

 

     2. Christ’s work (vv. 10-15)                                           

 

Christ’s work does two things for us: 

 

         a. He supplies us (vs. 10)

 

             1. The explanation of our supply (“And ye are complete in him”

                                                                   - 10a)      

             2. The reason for our supply (“which is the head of all 

                                                             principality and power” - 10b)                                                         

         b. He saves us (vv. 11-15)

        Notice: 

 

      1. The grace of our salvation (vs. 11a-b)

 

           a. It is all Christ’s work (“In whom also ye are circumcised” - 11a) 

           b. It avoids man’s work (“with the circumcision made without
                                                   hands” - 11b)  
      2. The result of our salvation (“in putting off the body of the sins of

                                                       the flesh” - 11c)

 

Salvation not only saves us from sin’s penalty (hell) but it also liberates us from sin’s power. 

      3. The way of our salvation (“by the circumcision of Christ” – vs. 11d)                                                                                                            

      4. The description of our salvation (vs. 12)

 

Our salvation is described as:

 

  a. A burial (“Buried with him in baptism” - 12a) = presupposes death

 

*This speaks of union with Christ’s death and burial. 

 

  b. A resurrection (“ye are risen with him” - 12b) = personal regeneration
*This speaks of union with Christ’s resurrection = alive with Christ! 

Notice:
        1. Our faith in this union (“through the faith of the operation

                                                  of God” - 12c)                              

        2. The foundation of this union (“who hath raised him from the

                                                            dead” - 12d) 

 

We must believe this truth in order to be saved (Rom. 10:9-10). 

 

5. The story of our salvation (vv. 13-15)

 

“And you” (vs. 13 - a personal note of our salvation = application of what
                               was just taught   

 There is a two-fold story: (Tell me the old, old story!)

 

        a. We were dead (“being dead” = spiritual death - 13a)

 

This death is illustrated by:

          1. Our position (“in your sins” - 13b) 

 

A sinner by position (within the realm of sin’s penalty and power) 

 

           2. Our practice (“and the uncircumcision of your flesh” - 13c)  

 
We were a sinner by practice (without a relationship with God)                                            

        b. We were made alive (“quickened together with him” - 13d =

                                                regeneration and new life with Christ                                                                        

 

The transactions of our regeneration include:  
A. Forgiveness of sins (vs. 13e-14) 

 

   1. Forgiveness is explained (“having forgiven you all trespasses” -

                                                  13e = *acquittal and pardon)                                                                                                                

    2. Forgiveness is illustrated (“Blotting out the handwriting of 

                                                   ordinances” 14a = *a canceled debt) 

Notice:                                                                                                                              

 The story of our sin debt is two-fold: 

 

       a. It judged us (“that was against us, which was contrary to us” - 14b)
       b. It was removed from us (14b-c)

 

Observe: 

 

1. The work of this removal (“and took it out of the way” - 14b)                                                                                                                                2. The way it was removed - (“nailing it to his cross” - 14c)  

 

B. Freedom from spiritual powers (vs. 15) 

 

Christ death on the cross: 

 

     1. Disarmed the enemy (“And having spoiled principalities and

                                              powers” - 15a) 

     2. Dishonored the enemy (“he made a shew of them openly” - 15b) 

     3. Defeated the enemy (“triumphing over them in it” - 15c) 

IV. A free Christian (vv. 16-17) 

 

Paul now speaks of this freedom in relationship to Christian living.  

 
a. The explanation of our freedom (“Let no man therefore judge you” - 

                                                          16a) *legalism*
b. The examples of our freedom (“in meat, or in drink, or in respect of 

                                                      an holyday, or of the new moon, or 

                                                      of the sabbath days” - 16b”         

c. The essence of our freedom (vs. 17)

 Consider: 
     1. The shadows (“Which are a shadow of things to come” - 17a)

     2. The substance (“but the body is of Christ” - 17b)

V. A deceived Christian (vv. 18–23)    

 

 A. Facing deception (vv. 18-19)

 

  1. The fact of deception (“Let no man beguile you” - 18a) 

  2. The loss of deception (“of your reward” - 18b)                              

  3. The way of deception (18c-19)                                                                             

 

Deception involves: 

 

  a. Fake humility (“in voluntary humility” - 18c) *Trickery

  b. False worship (“worshipping of angels” - 18d) *idolatry

  c. Fanatical dreams (“intruding into those things which he hath not

                                     seen” - 18e) *mystically = *mysticism*  
  d. Fleshly pride (“vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind” - 18f) *carnality

  e. Failed doctrine (“And not holding the Head” - 19a) *errantly

 

False teachers do not honor Christ as the “Head” of the Church. 

 

What does Christ do for the Church? 

 

  1. He nourishes it (“from which all the body by joints and bands having

                                 nourishment ministered” - 19b)

  2. He unites it (“knit together” - 19c) 

  3. He builds it (“increaseth with the increase of God” - 19d)

 

B. Freedom from deception (vv. 20-23)

 

Two important matters are stated about freedom. 

 1. The explanation of our freedom (vs. 20a-b). 

 

Our freedom is explained as: 

 
    a. A spiritual position (“Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ” - 20a)

    b. A separated position (“from the rudiments of the world” - 20b) 
  2. The application of our freedom (vv. 20c-23) 

We can live free from *asceticism.*
 

    a. Posing the question (“why, as though living in the world, are ye 

                                           subject to ordinances” - 20c)  

    b. Pursuing the problem (vv. 21-23)

 

The problem is asceticism (self-denial and self-torture of the body). 

 

Observe: 

        1. It’s description (“Touch not; taste not; handle not” - 21)                                                    

        2. It’s destruction (“Which all are to perish with the using” - 22a)                          

        3. It’s direction (“after the commandments and doctrines of men?” -

                                   22b)

        4. It’s distinctive (“a show of wisdom” - vs. 23)

 

  Ascetic wisdom is expressed as: 

 

              a. Depraved worship (“in will worship”) 

              b. Defective humility (“and humility”)

              c. Depriving the body (“neglecting of the body”)

              d. Defeat (“not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh”)

     Thank God we can live free from all these things! 
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(Studies in Colossians 3-4)

 

Theme: The preeminence (Col. 1:18) of Christ above all else and our 
              completeness in Christ for everything else (Col. 2:10).

 

D. Christ and Living for God (chapters 3-4) - the practical section of the
    epistle.
  I. The secret of living (chapter 3 - 4:6) 

 

*The believer’s union with the risen Christ!  

 

  A. The secret is explained (1-4)

 

    It’s explained as: 

 

    1. A heavenly position (“If ye then be risen with Christ” - 1a)  

                                                            *Since this is true! 

    2. A heavenly practice (1b-4)

 

           a. We seek the spiritual things (1) 

 

                 1. The description of spiritual living (“seek those things which

                                                                            are above” - 1b)

                 2.  The location of spiritual living (“where Christ sitteth on the 

                                                                        right hand of God - 1c). 

           b. We desire the right things (2) 

 

     Notice: 

               1. The above things (“Set your affection on things above” - 2a) 

               2. The earthly things (“not on things on the earth” - 2b).                                                                      

 

             Why should we desire the right things? 
                  a. Because of our union with Christ (3)

 This union involves: 

 

       1. Death with Christ (“For ye are dead” - 3a) 

       2. Safety in Christ (“and your life is hid with Christ in God” - 3b)

                                                                           *The hidden position*
                   b. Because of our appearance before Christ (4)

 

      1. Christ is coming (“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear” - 4a)  

      2. We are departing (“then shall ye also appear with him in glory” – 4b
                                                                          *The visible position*                                                 
                                                                                                                       B. The secret is applied (3:5-4:6)

 
It’s a two-fold secret: 

       I. Death to sin (3:5-7)

 

             a. The death explained (“Mortify therefore your members which

                                                     are upon the earth” - 5a)                        

             b. The distinct sins mentioned (“fornication, uncleanness,

                                                 Inordinate affection, evil concupiscence,

                                                    and covetousness” - 5b)           

          Notice: 

 

1. The way to describe these sins (“which is idolatry”- 5c)
        2. The wages for these sins (“For which things' sake the wrath of

                                    God cometh on the children of disobedience” - 6) 
        3. The walking in these sins (“In the which ye also walked some

                                                         time, when ye lived in them - 7). 

   II. Freedom from sin (3:8-4:6)

 

    “But now” (since we are saved!)

Freedom from sin is illustrated in two ways: 

 
       A. Putting off sins (3:8-11)

 

           (“ye also put off all these” - 8)  *Our practice  
There is:
            1. A series of sins (“anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,

                                            filthy communication out of your mouth - 8)”                                

            2. A separate sin (“Lie not one to another - 9) 

       There are two reasons for not sinning.  

 
                a. We put off the old (“seeing that ye have put off the old 

                                                   man with his deeds”     *our position

                                                                                                                                               
                b. We put on the new (“And have put on the new man” - 10a)                  

 

The new man is the born again man who shares Christ’s resurrection life and nature. Born again there’s really been a change in me! 

 

Consider this man’s: 

 

 1. Progression (“which is renewed” - 10b) *progressive sanctification 

 

 They way we experience growth as a new man:  

 

     a. Through personal intimacy (“in knowledge” - 10c) 

     b. Through personal likeness (“after the image of him that created

                                                       him” - 10d) 

 

2. Equality (“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor

                    uncircumcision, Barbarian,Scythian, bond nor free” - 11a) 

                                                                      *practical unity 

 3. Sufficiency (“but Christ is all” = sufficiency “and in all” = “indwelling”

                           - 11b)                               *personal supply 

B. Putting on new life (“Put on therefore” - 3:12-4:6)

 

The new life is the outward expression of the new man (born-again man with God’s life and nature).
 

 I. The people who live different (3:12)

 

     a. The chosen subjects (“the elect of God” - 12a) 

     b. The cherished subjects (“holy and beloved” - 12b)

 

The word “holy” points to our responsibility before God. The word “beloved” points to our relationship with God. 

 

 II. The way we live different (3:12c-4:6)

 

There are eight ways we live different. 

 

   A. In our relationships (how the new life works with others) - 12-14

 

        1. Mercy (“bowels of mercies” - 12a)

        2. Kindness (“kindness” - 12b)

        3. Humility (“humbleness of mind” - 12c)

        4. Courtesy (“meekness” - 12d)

        5. Patience (“longsuffering” - 12e) 

        6. Tolerance (“Forbearing one another” - 13a) 

        7. Forgiveness (“and forgiving one another” - 13b)

Notice: 

    a. The reason for forgiveness (“if any man have a quarrel against

                                                      any” - 13c)    

    b. The motivation for forgiveness (“even as Christ forgave you, so

                                                            also do ye” - 13d)                                                   

        8. Love (“charity” - 14)

 

              a. The importance of love (“And above all these things put on

                                                          charity” - 14a)                                           

              b. The unity of love (“which is the bond” - 14b) 

              c. The maturity of love (“of perfectness” - 14c)

 

 B. In our hearts (how the new life changes us inwardly) - 15

 

   1. It produces peace (15a)

 
         a. Inwardly (“And let the peace of God rule in your hearts” - 15) 

         b. Outwardly (“to the which also ye are called in one body” - 15)

    2. It produces thanksgiving (“and be ye thankful” - 15b)
 C. In our learning (how the new life helps us to know truth) - 16

 
   1. The desire to learn truth (“Let the word of Christ dwell in you” - 16a) 

  Four details are given about the Bible:

 

      a. It’s rule (“Let”)

      b. It’s Revealer (“word of Christ”) 

      c. It’s residency (“dwell”)

      d. It’s results 

 

  There are two results from learning truth. 

 

      a. We treasure it (“richly” - 16b) 

      b. We grow by it (“in all wisdom” - 16c) 

 

    2. The desire to share truth (“teaching and admonishing one

                                                   another” - 16d)
Notice: 
           a. The content of truth (“in psalms and hymns and spiritual

                                                  songs” - 16e) *Ephesians 5:19

 

The new man and new way of life does not associate with certain types of music! 
            b. The way to express truth (“singing with grace in your hearts to

                                                           the Lord” - 16f) 

 

 D. In our living (how the new life works in living) - 17

 

     1. The examination of our living (17a)

 

        a. What we say (“whatsoever ye do in word” - 17) 

        b. What we do (“or deed” - 17) 

 

    2. The results of our living (17b)

 

     a. Glorifying Christ (“do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” - 17)

     b. Thanking the Father (“giving thanks to God and the Father by

                                            him” - 17) 
  E. In our family (how the new life works in the home) - 18-21

 

  1. Instruction to wives (18)

 

          a. The command of submission (“Wives, submit yourselves unto

                                                                your own husbands” - 18a)

          b. The cause for submission (“as it is fit in the Lord” - 18b)

 

  2. Instruction to husbands (19)

 

        a. The command to love (“Husbands, love your wives” - 19a)

        b. The result of love (“and be not bitter against them” - 19b)

 

   3. Instruction to children (20)

 

Children are commanded to obey their parents (“Children, obey your

                                                                              parents” - 20a)  

 Notice:
    a. The extent of obedience (“in all things” - 20b) 

    b. The reason for obedience (“for this is well pleasing unto the Lord” -

                                                    20c) 

 

   4. Instruction to fathers (21) *Don’t mistreat your children!

 

     a. The reason for angry children (“Fathers, provoke not your children

                                                           to anger” - 21a) 

     b. The result of angry children (“lest they be discouraged” - 21b)  

 

F. In our world (how the new life works in our vocational relationships) 

 1. The command to obey authority (“Servants, obey in all things your

                                                         masters according to the flesh” - 3:22a)
 2. The way to obey authority:  
     a. Don’t please man (“not with eyeservice, as menpleasers” - 22b)  

     b. Desire to be sincere (“but in singleness” - 22c) 

     c. Direct reverence toward God (“fearing God” - 22d)

 

3. The conduct for those in authority: 

     a. Stay fair (“Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and

                          Equal” - 4:1a) 

     b. Stay accountable (“knowing that ye also have a Master in

                                        heaven” - 4:1b) *Ephesians 6:9

 G. In our conduct (how the new life works in our daily living) 

 

  1. The extent of our conduct (“And whatsoever ye do” - 23a) 

  2. The desire of our conduct (“do it heartily” - 23b) 

 

       a. It’s directed to God (“as to the Lord” - 23c)

       b. It’s devoid of man (“and not unto men” - 23d) 

 

  3. The purpose for our conduct 

 

  The purpose for changing conduct is because of future reward. 

 

   a. Receiving reward (“Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive

                                       the reward of the inheritance” - 24a)                                          

   b. Reason for reward (“for ye serve the Lord Christ” - 24b) 

   c. Recompense of reward (“But he that doeth wrong shall receive for

                                               the wrong which he hath done” - 25a)                            

   d. Regulation of reward (“and there is no respect of persons” - 25b) 

 

H. In our outreach (how the new life works in witnessing and winning the

                                 lost
Our outreach is demonstrated in three ways. 

 

  1. By praying (4:2) 

   How should we pray:
       a. With consistency (“Continue in prayer” - 2a) 

       b. With alertness (“watch” - 2b) 

       c. With thankfulness (“with thanksgiving” - 2c)

       d. With intercession (3)

    Notice: 

       a. The importance of intercession (“Withal praying also for us” - 3a) 

       b. The reason for intercession (“that God would open unto us a

                                                          door of utterance” - 3b)

When moving through open doors (evangelism):  
             1. We share the same mystery (“to speak the mystery of

                                                                 Christ” - 3c)

             2. We share the same adversity (“for which I am in bonds” - 3d) 

             3. We share the same responsibility (“That I may make it

                                                          manifest, as I ought to speak” - 4)

  2. By walking (“Walk” - 5a) 

 

         a. The conduct of our walk (“in wisdom” - 5b) 

         b. The domain of our walk (“toward them that are without” - 5c)

         c. The opportunities of our walk (“redeeming the time” - 5d)

  3. By speaking (“Let your speech” - 6a)  

 

     a. The way we speak:  

 

           1. With kindness (“alway with grace” - 6b) 

           2. With truth (“seasoned with salt” - 6c)  

 

     b. The reason we speak (“that ye may know how ye ought to answer

                                               every man” - 6d)  *1 Peter 3:15 

II. The salutation of the saints (chapter 4:7-18)

 

We could label this section as “Friends!” As Paul gives the salutation (greeting) he mentions many of his Christian friends by name. 

 

     *The Friends (vv. 7-17) 

 

 They are described as: 

 

  A. Faithful bothers (Tychichus and Onesimus) 7-9 

 

      Tychichus: 

 

    1. The purpose of Tychichus 

 
       a. Conveying the personal conditions (“All my state shall Tychichus 

                                         declare unto you” - 7a) and (“They shall make

                                          known unto you all things which are done

                                          here” - 9b)                                                                

       b. Comforting the people’s heart (“Whom I have sent unto you for

                                                  the same purpose, that he might know

                                               your estate, and comfort your hearts” - 8) 

     2. The description of Tychichus 

 

            a. A friend surely beloved (“who is a beloved brother” - 7b) 

            b. A faithful servant (“a faithful minister” - 7c)

            c. A fellow slave (“fellowservant in the Lord” - 7d) 

 

       Onesimus: 

 

            a. A dependable man (“faithful” - 9a) 

            b. A beloved man (“beloved brother” - 9b) 

            c. A common man (“who is one of you” - 9c)

 

  B. Fellow prisoners and workers (Aristarchus, Marcus, Justus - 10 -11) 

 

     1. Their common ground: 

         a. They were prisoners (“fellowprisoner” - 10a) 

         b. They were practicing Jews (“who are of the circumcision” - 11b) 

 

      2. Their companionship (“fellowworkers unto the kingdom of God” -

                                               11c)

      3. Their consolation (“which have been a comfort unto me” -11d)  

 

  C. Fervent prayer warrior (Epaphras) - 12-13
    1. The man of prayer: 

 

           a. A similar man (“one of you” - 12a) 

           b. A serving man (“a servant of Christ” - 12b)

           c. A supplication man (“always labouring fervently for you in

                                                 prayers”  - 12c)

    2. The message of prayer: 

        a. Maturity (“that ye may stand perfect and complete” - 12d)

        b. Obedience (“in all the will of God” - 12e)

 

    3. The motive for prayer (“For I bear him record … great zeal” - 13)  

 

 D. Family physician (Luke) – 14
      1. A beloved man (“beloved” - 14a) 

      2. A medical man (“physician” - 14b)
  E. Follower and failing companion (Demas)  

The life of Demas is explained in two ways: 

 

     a. Presently following the Lord (“Demas, greet you” - 14)

     b. Purposely forsaking the Lord (“Demas hath forsaken me” 2 Tim. 4:10)
  F. Favorable church members (Brethren) - 15

       a. Their personal name (“the brethren” - 15a) 

       b. Their place of service (“Laodicea” - 15b) 

 

  G. Friendly servant (Nymphas) - 15

          a. A builder (“the church which is in his house” - 15c)

          b. A brother (probably living in Hierapolis)  

 

  H. Fundamental saints (Colossians) - 16

 

     Fundamental saints share the Scriptures. 

 

   1. Laodiceans and Scripture (“cause that it be read also in the church

                                                   of the Laodiceans” - 16a) 

   2. Learning other Scripture (“and that ye likewise read the epistle

                                                 from Laodicea” - 16b) 
  I. Fighting preacher (Archippus) - 17

 

     A preacher’s life revolves around ministry. 

 

     There are three statements about ministry: 

 

    1. Responsibility (“take heed to the ministry” - 17a)

    2. Reception (“which thou has received in the Lord” -17b)                                                        

    3. Requirement (“that thou fuflil it” - 17c)

*The Farewell notice (18) 

 

The farewell involves four important details: 

 

  1. Salutation (“The salutation by the hand of me Paul” - 18a)

  2. Somber cry (“Remember my bonds” - 18b) 

  3. Sustaining grace (“Grace be with you” - 18c). 

  4. So let it be true! (“Amen” - 18d). 
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