“Charge That to My Account”

(Loving others as Christ loved us)

Studies in the Epistle of Philemon

 

By Pastor Kelly Sensenig

 

This epistle is an illustration of Christian love in action. We should express love to each other in the body of Christ. 

 

Christian love is expressed in four ways.

 

I. Greetings for a gloomy day (vv. 1-3)

 

The greeting involves:

 

A. Rejoicing in God’s blessings (1a-b) 

 

There are two blessings. 

 

1.  The blessing of God’s providence (“Paul, a prisoner of Jesus Christ” -1a)

2. The blessing of God’s people (“and Timothy our brother” - 1b)           

B. Rejoicing in God’s saints (1c-2)

 

     Let’s meet the saints.

 

1. Meet the slave owner (“unto Philemon” - 1c)

 

          Notice:

            a. I am loved (“our dearly beloved” - 1d)

            b. I am a servant (“and fellowlabourer” - 1e)

 

2. Meet the submissive wife (“And to our beloved Apphia” - 2a)

3. Meet the soldier (“and Archippus our fellowsoldier” - 2b)

 4. Meet the saints (“and to the church in thy house” - 2c) 

    C. Rejoicing in God’s supply (3)

 

 We must rely on God to get through life.

 

     a. We need strength (“Grace to you” - 3a)

     b. We need solace (“and peace” - 3b)

 

      1. The Father is its source (“from God our Father”)

      2. The Son is its dispenser (“and the Lord Jesus Christ”)

                                                         *John 14:27

 

II. Gratitude for godly people (vv. 4–7)

 

“I thank my God” (vs. 4) - We are to express thanks or show gratitude for the godly people that the Lord sends into our lives. 

 

How do we express gratitude?

 

 A. We pray for others (“making mention of thee always in my prayers - 4b)

 B. We praise others (5)

 

We praise others for the Christlike virtues in their lives.

 

   1.  The description of the virtues

 

a. Growing in love (“Hearing of thy love” - 5a)

b. Growing in faith (“and faith” - 5b)

 

  2. The direction of the virtues

 

a. They are expressed toward Christ (“which thou hast toward the Lord 
                                                         Jesus” - 5c)                                                  

      b. They are expressed toward the saints (“and toward all saints”- 5d)

  3. The design of the virtues

 

The design of Christian virtues is to keep us godly in life.

 

Notice:

 

a. The purpose of godliness (“That the communication of thy faith

                                                 may become effectual - 6a)

b. The power behind godliness (“by the acknowledging of every good

                                                   thing which is in you in Christ Jesus” - 6b).    
Consider: 

a. Our virtues from Christ – “of every good thing” 

b. Our union with Christ – “in you” 

c. Our praise to Christ – “in Christ Jesus” (unto Christ Jesus) 

c. The pursuit of godliness (7)

 

When Godliness is pursued we will love one another.

 

Consider:

 

1. The blessing of love (“For we have great joy and consolation in thy love”
                                        - 7a)                                     

2. The reason for love (“because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by
                                      thee, brother” - 7b).

III. Guidance for a Gospel convert (vv. 8-22)

 

In the following verses, Paul is giving guidance and assistance to Onesimus - a new convert. Paul advises Onesimus what to do and appeals to Philemon to accept the runaway slave as a brother and treat him well.

 

This guidance or assistance is expressed in two ways.

 

A. As a passionate plea for new converts (8-9) 

 

Consider: 

 

   I. The authority we can convey to others - (“Wherefore, though 

                                 I might be much bold in Christ to enjoin 

                                 [order] thee that which is convenient - 8).

 

   II. The love we must show to others (“Yet for love's sake” - 9a) 

Notice: 

 

  A. The pursuit of love (“I rather beseech thee” - 9b)

  B. The people who love (9c-d)

 

They are described as: 

 

   1. Senior saints (“being such an one as Paul the aged” - 9c) 

   2. Suffering saints (“and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ” - 9d)

B. As a personal request for new converts (10-22)

 

“I beseech thee for my son Onesimus” (vs. 10a) 

 

I. The reason for the request (10-19)

 

There are four reasons we should help the brethren.  

 

a. Because they are in Christ (“my son Onesimus, whom I have
                                                begotten in my bonds” - 10b)

The true Brethren Movement is when lost people get saved and become part of the body of Christ - the brethren. 

 

Observe: 
1. Their life before salvation (“Which in time past was to thee
                                             unprofitable” – 11a) 
    2. Their life after salvation (“but now profitable to thee and to me” - 11b)

 

    b. Because we love them in Christ (vs. 12)
 

 We express love to the brethren in three ways. 

 

       1. By guiding them (“Whom I have sent again”- 12a)                                                            

       2. By accepting them (“thou therefore receive him” - 12b)

       3. By treasuring them (“that is, mine own bowels” - 12c) 

 

    c. Because they bless us in Christ (vs. 13).  

 We want to help the brethren because they are a blessing to us.

 

1. Their ministry to us (13a-b)

 

  a. It is special (“Whom I would have retained with me” - 13a)

  b. It is sacrificial (“that in thy stead he might have ministered

                              unto me in the bonds of the gospel” 13b)

2. Our ministry to them (14a-b) 

 

It’s two-fold: 
       a. We include them (“But without thy mind would I do nothing -14a”)                                                                 

       b. We influence them (“that thy benefit should not be as it were of

                                            necessity, but willingly” - 14b)

d. Because we receive them in Christ (15-19)

 

  This is evidenced in three ways: 

 

1. The desire to accept other brethren (“For perhaps he therefore
                                         departed for a season, that thou shouldest 
                                         receive him for ever - 15)

   2. The way we look at other brethren (16)

 

            a. Their vocation in life (“Not now as a servant”- 16a)                                                            

            b. Their position in the family (“but above a servant, a 

                                                              brother beloved” - 16b)

 

   Loving the brethren is experienced:
               aa. Personally (“specially to me” - 16c)

               bb. Spiritually (“but how much more unto thee, both in the flesh,’

                                        and in the Lord?” - 16d) 

   3. They way we serve the brethren (vv. 17-19)

 

Our service to the brethren is seen in two ways. 

 

         a. We stand up for them (“If thou count me therefore a partner,

                                                   receive him as myself” - 17)

          b. We sacrifice for them (“If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee

                                                   ought, put that on mine account” – 18) 

 

            1. The reassurance of the sacrifice (“I Paul have written it with

                                                              mine own hand, I will repay it” - 19a) 

            2. The result of the sacrifice (“albeit I do not say to thee how thou

                                        owest unto me even thine own self besides” - 19b) 

                                                                         *Romans 12:1-2

 

   II. The results of the request (vv. 20-22)

 

1. We experience the blessing of others (20) 

 

a. They gladden our souls (“Yea, brother, let me have joy of thee in the 
                                         Lord” - 20a)                                            

   b. They refresh our souls (“refresh my bowels in the Lord” - 20)
2. We learn to depend on others (21-22)

 

   Dependable brethren: 

 

   a. Do more than you ask (“Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote
                                              unto thee, knowing that thou wilt also do more 
                                              than I say“ - 21).                         

   b. Help when you ask (“But withal prepare me also a lodging”)
   c. Pray when you ask (“for I trust that through your prayers I shall be
                                        given unto you” - 22).  

 

 IV. Gladness for good friends (vv. 23-25)

 

In the close of the epistle, Paul once again greets some of the saints, and in doing so expresses gladness and joy for his precious friendships. 

 

1. Special saints are dear to the heart (vv. 23-24)

 

      They are explained as: 

 
             a. Those who suffer (“There salute thee Epaphras, my

                                               fellowprisoner in Christ Jesus” - 23)

             b. Those who serve (“Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, 

                                                Lucas, my fellowlabourers” - 24) 

2. Supplied saints depend upon grace (25)  

 

a. The definition of grace (“The grace” - 25a)

b. The Dispenser of grace (“of our Lord Jesus Christ” - 25b) 

c. The domain of grace (“be with your spirit. Amen.” - 25c) 
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