Church Membership

A Personal Note from the Pastor

I want to personally thank you for considering church membership here at the Berean Bible Church. This church ministry is looking for dedicated servants who want to become an integral part of God’s work. I want to extend a personal invitation to you to serve in this local church ministry. We want to make new families feel comfortable and accepted in the church family. We want you to feel welcomed and part of this ministry. The door is wide open for service and opportunity. We can merge together as a powerful witness and testimony for Christ in these last days. How can you help this church ministry? 

We are excited about the future of this church and we are truly interested in your family. This is because the ministry does not consist of church buildings but people’s lives. I trust that you will become one of those families that decide to join with us and begin serving the Lord right here at the Berean Bible Church. Please take a few moments to read this church membership booklet and thoughtfully consider what is being presented. It’s presented in a spirit of compassion and concern for God’s people and genuine love for God’s work and God’s will. May the Lord bless you and speak to your own heart about having a future role in this church ministry. 

What is church membership?

Church membership is identifying with an assembly of believers who are willing to follow the entirety of the Word of God. Throughout the Scriptures, we see groups of people who would congregate together for spiritual purposes. These congregated people worshipped together at the same locality. Local churches were established as the centers of all activity in the Lord's work (Acts 5:11; 8:1, 9:31; 13:1-3; 14:23, 27, 15:41; Romans 16:1; 1 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 1:2; Eph. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:2; I Thess. 1:1; 1 Peter 5:13; Rev. 2:3).

The Bible does teach or imply that membership to a local assembly was practiced. This is evident from the direct teaching on discipline. I Cor. 5:13 says, "Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person." The church could not put out one who was not first taken in on some kind of official church roll. When the leadership suggests dismissal due to immorality, the congregation must act in response to the leadership’s decision and rid themselves of an erring brother. 

Churches in the New Testament times transacted their own matters of business. In order to do such business, it was logically necessary that a definite, qualified group was determined, which could vote on such business as the apostles or elders deemed necessary (see Acts 6:3). You will also note that the apostles, who were the real leaders within the early church, first gave their approval concerning the matter to be discussed. Any planned voting that was to be done had to be approved by the leadership (Acts 6:3). We can also witness the congregation voting for deacons so that these men could function as aids for the elders and the people of the church (Acts 6:3, 5; 15:2-3; 2 Cor. 8:19). The deacons would work in connection with the business transactions of the church. The deacons would be “set before the apostles” for the leadership’s approval (see Acts 6:6) and then be “appointed” to do certain church tasks (Acts 6:3). It’s evident that the local leadership exercised the authority over the church life and made the many necessary decisions (see 2 Cor. 8:18, 22). It would seem that the elders were given the oversight to make decisions and ultimately approve and appoint deacons over the business of the church. Elders were given the authority to direct deacons and send them to do God’s work. These were deacons that the congregation had first chosen and entrusted to do God’s work effectively and honestly (Acts 6:3; 2 Cor. 8:18-19, 22). There is no record of the congregation ruling itself. 

The elders were given the authority to rule (see Heb. 13:7; 1 Pet. 5:2). The church cannot function without leadership and rulership. The pastor was always to remain the leader of the congregation, appointing chosen leadership to keep the work of the church functioning.  The people were to respect and obey the elder rule within the church (1 Timothy 5:1; 1 Thess. 5:13; Hebrews 13:17). The deacons were to be respected men of leadership capabilities as well. They were to be men who knew the Word of God and were controlled by the Spirit of God in their daily life (Acts 6:3, 8-10; 7:55; 1 Timothy 3:8-10). Neither the people nor the deacons were expected to rise above the pastor or ruler of the congregation unless he was unfaithful in practice or doctrine (1 Timothy 5:1, 20). The pastor or elder of each local assembly in a given locality was responsible for the oversight and direction of the church affairs (Revelation 1:20). 

What we witness in New Testament local churches was not a democracy of people rising above the leadership of the church to govern and guide the assembly. What we see is a working together of God-ordained leadership with the approval of the people. The people were expected to follow the Biblical decisions of the leadership and place their trust in the deacons who they had voted for, or approved to do God’s work. The people were not given the authority to rule and govern the church like the pastor was or the chosen officials. The pastor was to rule over the affairs of the church and so direct the people’s lives in a motherly and Christlike way (1 Thess. 2:7). The people would choose their leaders and place confidence in the leadership structure of the church. Many times the people would simply interact with the leadership’s decisions by giving their approval and backing concerning those decisions and actions (Acts 15:3, 22). Any direct voting by the people on a given matter was evidently done under the supervision and approval of the leadership (Acts 6:3), so no spiritual endeavor could be thwarted by the lack of discernment or vision among the people.  

Why do we have church membership?

We practice church membership to show or demonstrate our willingness to represent a body of believers in a given locality. Furthermore, when one becomes a member of a church, they are signifying something by this action. They are expressing their desire to be part of the design of the early church. This design was clearly seen in Acts 2:42.

· They gathered together for doctrinal teaching.

· The gathered together for distinct fellowship.

· They gathered together for devotion to the Lord's Table.

· They gathered together for devout prayers.

Simply stated:

You demonstrate by your membership and outward testimony that you want to follow the pattern and practice of the early church (Acts 2:42).

You demonstrate by your membership that you want to follow the pattern of Christian living as the early church was encouraged to follow (1 Thess. 1:5-10).

You demonstrate by your membership that you want to follow the pattern of Biblical growth through studying the Scriptures as the early church did (Acts 17:11; Phil. 4:9; I Thess. 1:6, 2:13).

Where are church membership and Biblical growth linked together in the Bible?

Being part of a local assembly, which follows the design and practice of the early church, will provide for the believer the most efficient route to Biblical and spiritual maturity. The Bible being taught will bring growth into the believer's life (I Peter 2:2).

The church has been ordained by God as a center for the teaching of His Word (Acts 15:35, 18:11; 1 Cor. 4:17; 1 Tim. 4:11; 6:2). The Bible being proclaimed with clarity and conviction will change the life of every believer. God uses godly preaching and blesses it. As a result, lives are transformed and changed. Ephesians 4:11-12 gives God's local church design for Biblical growth.

"And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ."  

In conclusion: We see that God's desire for every believer is to identify with a local church that meets together regularly and which is united under an organized Biblical structure (Acts 2:46; 14:27; 15:30; 1 Cor. 5:4; 11:20; Heb. 10:25).

What is to be considered about the guidelines for church membership?

We must consider some thoughts on church guidelines. 

We have guidelines so we, as a body of believers, can have discipline in our lives, even as the church of Bible times was expected to demonstrate (1 Thess. 1:6, 7, 4:1-3; 2 Thess. 2:15; 3:16). Establishing some standards in an institution of learning, such as the church, helps us to achieve a collective or corporate testimony, since each person represents the local church or institution in his or her actions.

We have some general guidelines to be observed by the members of this organized body. They are a practical breakdown of the section in the church constitution, which deals with church membership and the over-all Christian testimony (Article No. 6).

We have the understanding that no church member is sinless (1 John 1:8). We also understand that the believer grows in grace and that sanctification or growth is a lifetime process (2 Peter 3:18; Titus 2:11-12). However, a member of a Bible church should be characterized as having a good, over-all testimony for the Lord. They are to be people who represent the Lord and ministry of this local church (1 Cor. 5:1 with 11 Cor. 3:2; 1 Peter 4:4). 

We also have the belief that the early church did not associate with immoral, unruly and persistently worldly members (I Cor. 5:11-13; II Thess. 3:6-15; Titus 3:10). Therefore, we have established some general guidelines that will help give to us a Biblical frame of reference and better understanding about living the separated life.  

We have these guidelines, which we believe are supported by the Biblical principles outlined in Scripture (2 Thess. 2:15). We are not seeking legalism (multitudes of intricate manmade laws and rules to weigh down our spiritual lives) but practical separation from certain actions and social vices that the Word of God clearly condemns and where Biblical principles would warrant separation. Nor are we seeking to compare ourselves with other Christians as legalists are known to do (2 Cor. 10:12). This is not the aim of any code of conduct list that a Christian follows. Our battle is not against other Christians but the world, the flesh and the devil. However, a list of Biblical based guidelines does not qualify as legalism. We don’t want to make the mistake of calling something legalistic, which is actually forbidden in the Bible and deemed unclean and unholy (Isaiah 5:20; Micah 3:2). 

We must consider what the guidelines of church membership are.
We have listed several examples that a member of this church should follow in order to possess a godly testimony and be a good representative of this Christian assembly. 

· There is the example of following the Lord in the obedient act and testimony of baptism (Acts 2:41; 8:35-39; 16:32-34; Matt. 28:19, 20; 1 Cor. 1:16). Anyone who wants to join the ministry is expected to follow the Lord in this ordinance before membership (see Article No. 6). Of course, there is no Scriptural warrant for a person to be rebaptized for church membership if they have already been baptized in a Scriptural fashion (immersion) after their conversion.   

· There is the example of attending church services on a regular, consecutive basis (Hebrews 10:25).

· There is the example of forsaking habits of gambling such as the lottery (Prov. 13:11; 28:20, 22; 1 Tim. 6:8-10; 11 Thess. 3:12; Phil. 4:10-13). 

· There is the example forsaking alcoholic beverages  - social drinking (Prov. 20:1, 23:30, 31; 31:4; Hab. 2:5).

· There is the example of forsaking tobacco in all of its forms (I Cor. 3:16, 17;  16:12, 19; Rom. 6:12).

· There is the example of freeing oneself from dancing habits (1 Cor. 7:1, 2; 1 Peter 4:3-4).

· There is the example of not attending the movie theater (Ps. 101:3; 119:37; 1 Peter 2:11). Remember what the overall character of the movie theater stands for today (lust, sex perversion, utter filthiness, and sin of the vilest nature). The presence of believers in these types of places actually promotes, endorses, and in some ways brings a believer into fellowship with those things that normally are represented in the theater (prayerfully consider the principles found in 1 Cor. 10:20; Eph. 5:7, 11; 3 John 11).     

· There is the example of forsaking all unclean speaking and swearing (Eph. 4:29; Col. 4:6). 

· There is the example of forsaking the words and sounds of a rock culture of rebellion which is being presented in secular and even the sacred musical realm (Christian Rock Music) of today - (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Exo. 32:1-9; Dan. 3:5-7, 10, 15; Rom. 12:2; 1 John 2:15-17). Remember what the rock sound of a perverted culture represents (rebellion against order, lust, sex, drugs). This is why we must take steps to not associate with this type of cultural sound (2 Cor. 6:14-17 - please note: ”righteousness” and “unrighteousness” or “light” and “darkness” do not mix - also ”touch not the unclean thing”). We must learn that God’s people are to have a renewal song in their hearts (Ps. 40:1-3) which is a distinct and different song of purity unlike the song of the world, which represents the old way of life and rebellion. There needs to be a willingness to learn the difference between wholesome and fleshly music today. Is your heart willing? Do you have a teachable spirit? This is what is important. 

· There is the example of refraining to read literature that is pornographic, sensual and worldly in nature (Ps. 101:3; Phil. 4:9; 1 Pet. 2:11).

· There is the example of possessing reasonable hair lengths that follow the God-given pattern established and upheld throughout time (1 Cor. 11:14, 15).

· There is the example of seeking to preserve and reverently regard the distinction among the sexes in the matter of apparel, actions and appearance. God despises the camouflaging and reversal of the natural order (Gen. 1:27; Deut. 22:5; 1 Cor. 11:14, 15). Personal discretion must be exhibited in this area of life.  

· There is the example of not gossiping about the pastor, church members, and creating division within the assembly life (Lev. 19:16; Prov. 11:13; 18:8; 20:19; 26:20-22; James 4:11; 5:9). 

· There is the example of taking on the appearance of modesty in everyday dress (1 Tim. 2:9; 1 Thess. 5:17).

· There is the example of remaining faithful in your present marriage relationship and continuing to be an example in the marriage (Gen. 2:24; Gal. 5:19; 1 Cor. 7:10, 39).

· There is the example of not attending secret society clubs and clubs that emphasize drinking and a worldly spirit (I Cor. 10:21; II Cor. 6:1-11).

· There is the example of not compromising or participating in movements such as the Charismatic Movement, New Evangelical, World Council of Churches Movements or Eastern Religion Philosophies (2 Cor. 6:14-17; 11 John 10, 11; Eph. 5:11; Ps. 119:63). A member must refuse to attend, participate with, promote, associate or endorse those church ministries that cater to ecumenism and worldly practices (2 Thess. 3:6-14; Eph. 5:11). 

In addition: 

A member must seek to follow the standards of church attire (reverent apparel for church attendance) as stated at the close of this booklet. 

A member will be required to sign the Standard of Faith which is the Doctrinal Statement of this ministry.

A member must be willing to abide by the divorce, remarriage and disciplinary policy of this assembly which prohibits divorce and remarriage. 
A prospective member must also give their testimony before the church board and express their desire to serve in this local church ministry. 

*These basic guidelines or standards are given as examples so we as a body of believers might live:

· A sanctified life from sin (1 Thess. 4:3-5; 1 John 2:15-17).

· A separated life from ungodly people (II Cor. 6:17).

· A sacred life in appearance (1 Thess. 5:17).

Please Note: These above standards will not be imposed on the unsaved (1 Cor. 5:12-13) or those who are new to the assembly (2 Tim. 2:24). Let us remember that God saves people just the way they are! Furthermore, we do not want to show partiality toward God’s people (James 2:1-4). We want to be gracious to the unsaved and to newcomers and to other Bible believing local assemblies who may have never seriously studied Biblical principles relating to dress and appearance and the believer's responsibility before God and the watching world. We will not hold other brethren in contempt or look down upon them in any way. Rather, our attitude should be to encourage them (2 Thess. 3:15). 

The members of this assembly want to avoid taking on the appearance (1 Thess. 5:22) that we are identifying or associating (1 Cor. 10:20; Eph. 5:7, 11) with the questionable, extreme, radical, worldly and unbiblical movements within our society, such as long hair on men, the rebellious rock culture, and the unisex philosophy in our present day society. These types of things represent rebellion to natural order and rebellion to God and what is righteous, by notoriously promoting things such as lust, sex and drugs. The believer should be willing to part from these practices within a pagan and corrupt society and not associate with them in any fashion. In light of the day in which we live the believer should present the least questionable testimony before the world and represent Christianity as a non-rebellious movement of people that are different than the world and its standards, which represent rebellion against God.

A Comment on Accepting Standards

Dear friend, this is not an exhaustive list nor is it meant to be an exhaustive list. Nor could it be a complete list with the changing and shifting carnal enjoyments and worldly inventions of man. This is not the purpose of a list of standards. A list of Biblical standards is meant to express concern for various areas of open disobedience and rebellion that is being accepted by Christians and openly endorsed and promoted within the Christian community. These are some actions, which do not uphold the testimony of God’s holiness. 

We must also remember that we do not live our lives by cold conformity to a list of standards thinking that there is power in a list of standards to make us holy (Rom. 7:7-14). We are to live by the constant application of God’s Biblical principles to our lives (2 Thess. 2:15; 1 Thess. 5:21) and continual appropriation of God’s inner power (Phil 2:13; Gal. 2:20). All lists are a means to an end. Strict adherence to a list will not assure us of inward holiness and the Spirit’s empowering and fruitful ministry (Gal. 5:25). On the other hand, to ignore the testimony of holy living and obedience, which might be presented in some measure in a code of conduct list, expresses a wrong heart attitude toward God’s holiness and the Spirit’s ministry of sanctification through the application of Scriptural truth to your life (John 15:3; 17:17; 1 Sam. 15:22).

There are many more personal decisions that will need to be made by believers and other places that a Christian should not associate with and grace his presence with because of God’s holiness. Each believer must learn to apply the principles of God’s Word and separation to their lives. These are just a few examples to help us understand about the teaching of separation and our testimony as one of God’s saints and as a member representing the Berean Bible Church. They are some general examples we can follow as we seek to discipline our lives in the walk of holiness. You will be asked to sign a standards agreement for church membership that is stated in this way: 

“To the best of my understanding, at this present time of my Christian experience, and with a surrendered and teachable heart that is seeking to learn and grow in the path of holiness, I will seek to live for the Lord and incorporate these basic standards as a part of my personal testimony of separation from the world. I will learn to think through the principles of Bible separation and apply them to my life so that my life might be honoring to the Lord and exemplify a godly testimony.”                                         
A Word to Young Christians About Standards
Don’t allow a list of basic standards to scare you away from this church ministry. As young believers, you may not fully understand the full significance of some of these standards, but will in time grow and mature in your Christian life, so as to fully understand the importance of basic Bible standards and principles of separation.  

Jesus said in John 16:12: 

“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.” 

It is needful that each believer maintains an open heart toward all truth and the teaching about the separated way of life (Ps. 119:2, 34, 69). 

Ezra 7:10 says: 

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.” 

Each believer needs to realize that they will have a fuller understanding about various matters in the Christian life as the Spirit teaches them in the months and years ahead. For now, it’s important to place yourself under the authority of the local church (Heb. 13:17) and with a submissive and humble heart follow the example of Christian leaders (1 Thess. 1:6; 2 Thess. 3:7; 1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1, 1 Cor. 4:16; Phil. 3:17) realizing that they “watch for your souls” and want you to live a godly life both inwardly in your heart and outwardly in your conduct. So keep your heart right! 

Paul, as a faithful pastor, told the Corinthians that they could not attend certain places (1 Cor. 10:20) and be involved in certain activities related to the flesh (Gal. 5:19-21) and ecclesiastically fellowship with those believers who were living in open gross sin (1 Cor. 5:11) or who were not following important principles dealing with holy and righteous actions (2 Thess. 3:6-14). Paul preached against disorderly actions (1 Cor. 11:20-21; 1 Cor. 14; 2 Timothy 3:1-7) and taught that God’s people should not dress in a certain immodest or ostentatious way (1 Timothy 2:9-10; 1 Peter 3:3). Peter expected the saints to no longer associate with those atmospheres and places which were related to the old way of life (1 Pet. 4:3-4). Paul also taught that believers could follow his own example of holy living and Timothy’s example, as a pastor, who would teach and train believers in discipleship and following the Lord (2 Tim. 2:2).

Standards and Legalism 

We must also understand that following a list or code of conduct is not legalism unless a person has a wrong attitude toward some list or code of conduct (Rom. 7:7-14). He might think that through self-discipline, to some code of conduct list, he will become spiritual and begin to center only on the externals instead of the internal change of heart and life (confession of sin, the fruit of the Spirit and his inner walk and relationship with Christ). He might think that following a certain prescribed list will automatically make him more spiritual than others and bring him to a place of pride (Luke 18:11-12; 2 Cor. 10:12). This would then elevate man’s glory instead of God’s glory. Following only externals, dependence upon human power, pride, internal corruption, and lack of inward fellowship with God are the marks of those who practiced legalism in Bible times (Matt. 15:8; 23:27). These fleshly traits are still with us today. 

Victory cannot be gained through self-effort (Ex. 19:8) and spirituality is not only measured by outward compliance to rules - there must be an inward change (Gal. 5:22-23) and reliance upon God’s power (Gal. 5:25). However, we must understand that a list or code of conduct does not create the problem of legalism any more than the Law created sin (Rom. 7:14). Rather, it is our wrong attitude toward any law or code of conduct that creates legalism. Refusing to do something is not legalism. However, the wrong attitude when refusing to do something is legalism. If my attitude is to exalt myself, discipline my own life in order to obtain victory and forget about God’s inner power and my relationship with God, then I will become a legalist (Rom. 7:14-25; Phil. 3:6). Grace living in the present dispensation (living by the indwelling ministry of the Spirit) teaches us to live godly (Titus 2:11-14), purifies our lives, and involves doing whatever we do to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31), out of love for God, and by the Spirit’s enabling power (Rom. 7:6 – “newness of the Spirit”). This will keep us from legalism in all of our relationships at home, church fellowships and outside jobs. 

To claim that some checklist will hinder the Spirit’s work of grace in the life of people is erroneous. A simple checklist, covering some basic separated standards to abide by for personal and assembly life, can aid (not replace) the Spirit’s inward teaching ministry and unify believers. After all, the Spirit helps believers only as they are sanctified through the teaching and proper application of the Word of God (John 17:17). The grace way of living is still the Bible way of living! Let us never forget this blessed truth. God leads us by His Spirit as He leads us by His Word. Furthermore, there are certain actions of conduct that are not appropriate to the grace way of living. This is because grace purifies our lives (Rom. 6:1-2). Holiness is the outgrowth of grace (Rom. 6:14) and a believer can violate the principle of grace when they engage in ungodly living and lustful practices.  
The New Testament is filled with many commands (John 14:15, 21; 15:10; Rom. 12:2, 10, 13:1, 8-9, 12-14; 1 Cor. 7:10, 19; 10:27; 14:40; 2 Cor. 6:14-17; Gal. 6:2; 5:19-23; Eph. 4:26-30; 5:3-4; 5:22; Col. 3:21; 4:6; Phil. 4:8; 1 Thess. 4:1-3; 5:16-18, 19; 2 Thess. 2:4, 6, 12; 1 Tim. 2:9; 4:6-10; 6:11; 2 Tim. 1:8; Titus 2:4-6-7; 1 Pet. 2:21; 1 John 2:3, 6, 15-17; 3:22; 5:2; 21; 2 John 1:6; Heb. 10:25; 2 Peter 3:1-3; James 4:11; 1 Peter 3:9; 2 John 10; Jude 3; Rev. 12:17; 14:12; 22:14). Therefore, grace living does not mean that we have no commands to follow. But what is needed with the commands of God in the New Testament and all the timeless principles of the Word of God (2 Thess. 2:15; 3:6) is a right relationship with Jesus Christ through grace. We must always follow God’s commands and the rules and principles established from the doctrine of separation in the context of grace. The new grace feature highlighted in the New Testament involves the permanent and dynamic internal teaching and empowering ministry of the Holy Spirit working in our hearts and lives (Rom. 6:14; 8:2; 2 Cor. 3:1-3, 18). 
The Purpose for Standards

Standards are levels of requirement that are placed upon us by others within the family (Eph. 6:1 with Col. 3:20; Col. 3:18), government (Rom. 14:1-7), everyday work world (Eph. 6:5; Col. 3:22), Biblical institutions of learning (Gal. 4:1-2) and the local church setting (Heb. 13:17). Paul placed various standards of living upon the saints within the stated gatherings so that they might keep order (1 Cor. 14:27-35). Paul also placed various standards and restrictions upon the saints outside their regularly stated assembly meetings so that they could corporately function together as a unified, holy, and separate body from the world (see 1 Cor. 10:20; Acts 15:28-29). Standards are also Biblical in order to promote courtesy, love, and edification among God’s people (Rom. 14:1-19; 1 Cor. 8:1-13). We also have standards to promote order, decency, and reverence in God’s House (Ps. 89:7; 1 Cor. 14:33, 40). 
Standards (levels of requirement) are rules that help set the house of God in order and keep it pure in over-all practice and leadership (Titus 2:5-8; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; Acts 6:3). We also have Biblical standards to promote and practice the doctrine of separation, to help us discipline our lives and declare a stand (2 Thess. 2:15; 3:6). The fact that believers in the New Testament were told to not attend certain places (1 Cor. 10:20; 1 Peter 4:3-4), commit various sins (1 Cor. 6:18, 7:1; Gal. 5:19-23), practice disorderly actions (1 Cor. 11:20-21; 1 Cor. 14; 2 Timothy 3:1-7) and dress in a certain immodest or ostentatious way (1 Timothy 2:9-10; 1 Peter 3:3) would indicate the need for these people to establish both corporate and personal standards that would accommodate these Scriptural teachings.

In other words, a believer must not do these things or else they will become worldly and not live a consecrated and holy life as a Christian in various areas of conduct and practice. Furthermore, the Corinthians were chided for saying certain things about their leaders (1 Cor. 3:3-4) and behaving in a certain carnal manner (1 Cor. 3:3), which would also necessitate the need to establish rules or standards in their lives, so that they could begin to discipline themselves and make changes in their personal conduct. The saints needed to establish various standards so that they might stop doing the very things that were carnal and follow the Word of God as was given out by Paul. In addition, the New Testament is full of checklists for Christians that outline the difference between right and wrong and the clean and the unclean (1 Cor. 5:11; Gal. 5:18-21; Eph. 4:31-32; 5:3-4; Col. 3:8-9; 1 Thess. 4:3-7; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 2 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 2:13-20). Following these Biblical checklists to help discipline our lives will necessitate the establishing of various corporate and personal standards, which we will need to follow, in order to maintain a pure walk and live above sin and beyond reproach. 

What is to be the desire of every church member?

· To be a living epistle known and read of all men (II Cor. 3:2).

· To cease from walking like other men (the lost — I Cor. 3:3).

· To deny close fellowship with unbelievers and their sins (II Cor. 6:17; Eph. 5:11).

· To manifest a changed life so godless men are genuinely surprised (I Peter 4:3, 4).

· To abstain from the appearance of all evil doings (I Thess. 5:17).

· To depart from worldly love (1 John 2:15-17).

· To walk wisely and not as fools (Eph. 5:15-17).

· To be a separated Christian willing to follow and have the testimony of Biblical traditions (11 Thess. 2:15).

· To use God’s gifts and serve other believers in the context of local church ministry (1 Cor. 14:3-4; 1 Thess. 5:11).

· To encourage each other in the last days (Heb. 10:24-25).

· To work together in sharing the Gospel to a lost world (Acts 8:4; 1 Thess. 1:8). 

We hope and pray that by following these general guidelines and the overall teaching about holiness or separation that no person would be able to say about the members of the Berean Bible Church: "It is reported commonly … among you” (I Cor. 5:1). Instead of hearing a bad report the watching world will be able to report that “God is in you of a truth” (1 Cor. 14:25). May we look to ourselves, examine our own hearts, and seek to be and example of the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity  (1 Tim. 4:12). 

Attire for Church Members of Berean Bible Church

Please Note: Issues such as dress and appearance, which are dealt with in this booklet, are never harped on from the pulpit. However, in the framework of a Biblical study, such as 1 Corinthians 11 and 1 Peter 3 or 1 Timothy 2, they can and should be addressed. 

It’s also true that God is interested in the inner man (1 Pet. 3:4) but it is equally true that if the inner man is developing as it should, then this should have some effect on the outer man (1 Pet. 3:3-5) in respect to his reverence for God and his attitude toward fellow believers (Rom. 14:15, 20). 

· For the gentlemen, a nice pair of long pants and shirt is expected. Men, remember that dressing neatly does not mean wearing your old worn out blue jeans and T-shirts to church services. Use discretion. Be respectful to God’s House and be an example to the younger children in the way that you dress.

· To portray the best picture before a mixed up world, the general consensus among the believers in this assembly is that the women and girls should attend the regular services of church wearing dresses (rather than slacks, pant suits, etc.). Of course, for those cases where a person has a medical or physical problem, exceptions are understandable. For the ladies, a dress or skirt below the knees is expected and appropriate for the services and most church functions such as banquets and Bible School meetings. No sleeveless dresses should be worn at church by the women. Ladies should remember to not dress in a manner so as to draw attention to themselves (1 Peter 3:3). A skirt is not necessary for other church functions such as picnics, hayrides and church work parties.

· For the younger children, compliance to the adult standards is expected. Parents should take the lead and seek to dress their children appropriately for the Lord’s Day. At church activities such as picnics and sports events, all attire on men and ladies should be modest and thus unrevealing (1 Tim. 2:9).

Questions Answered

Why should we dress neatly on the Lord's Day?

· Because it is the Lord's Day. It's a special day that commemorates the resurrection of Christ. We dress neatly for other special occasions - why not the Lord’s Day? We feel strongly that Sunday is a special occasion to show our respect for the Lord in this way. The Lord is worthy of our best (Rev. 1:10, Acts 20:7).

· Because it shows (demonstrates) an act and spirit of worship and respect to the Lord (Hebrews 12:28). We demonstrate reverence by the way we dress. 

Principles to Consider:

Col. 3:23 says whatsoever we do, we are to do "as to the Lord." This means we can dress modestly and neatly to the Lord and for the Lord on Sunday.

1 Cor. 10:31 says we are to “do all to the glory of God.” "Glory" means to do things which demonstrate honor and respect toward God. We demonstrate respect to God by dressing neatly on His day. This is one way we can glorify God. 

John 4:24 says we are to worship Him in "spirit and truth" (sincerity). Coming to church and being dressed neatly demonstrates that we are ready and willing to sincerely worship God on His special day. 

In summary, the whole idea of dressing neatly for the Lord on His day demonstrates reverence, respect and an inward spirit of readiness to worship the Lord.  

Why should ladies be expected to wear a dress or skirt to church?

· Because there may be those serving within the assembly who may be discouraged or offended by women in pants. As God's children, we are to be understanding and not offensive to any of God's saints in trivial matters (I Cor. 8:10-13; Rom. 14:7, 15). We should love God’s people and not offend them. 

· Because dresses on women, who were involved in church ministry, has throughout the years represented one aspect of separated Christianity. We would simply like to maintain that status and keep this separate approach. 

· Dresses on women signify that a church is not willing to change in order to fit every new cultural expression or fad that comes along, even when those expressions may not be sinful in and of themselves (Rom. 12:2). This continued practice in church ministry sends a message that a church is not willing to bend and compromise the true teaching about separation (Rev. 3:11). This outward practice demonstrates that a church will not change the important and lasting matters which pertain to all true and Biblical based separation (2 Cor. 6:14-17). These are the significant matters that deal with separation from apostasy, ungodly pagan music, ecumenicalism and worldly pragmatic infiltration into the church. 
It can be generally observed that when a church becomes lenient in dress and changes the historical and culturally accepted norms of dressing, within its gathered meetings, that it usually becomes lenient in other areas which dishonor God’s holiness. So this continued practice demonstrates that a church will not become tolerant toward any worldly or cultural trends that are wrong and sends an important message today that a church will not incorporate any of the world’s standards into its church ministry and not become a compromising New Evangelical church that is willing to compromise truth, separation and holy practice. The continued observance of this practice in church will many times be a marker that a church is non-ecumenical, non-charismatic, non-compromising, non-pragmatic, non-contemporary, non-conforming, and non-trendy in its overall philosophy or ministry and Bible teaching. 

Important Notes

Slacks are not a sin on women. The principle of distinction among the sexes can be maintained in a culture even when certain changes in apparel occur (Deut. 22:5). Furthermore, wearing slacks to church is not a sin. However it is a sin to:

· Offend a brother or sister in the Lord (1 Cor. 8:12).

· To cause strife or division through any unnecessary means (1 Cor. 1:10, 3:3).

This approach is not legalism at all. It is rather a sensitive and serving attitude toward one another who will always feel differently about this area. Let’s not mistake love for legalism. 

Standards are always needed in the local church for several reasons:

· To maintain a non-worldly atmosphere in the assembly.

· To maintain a certain order that can prevent patterns of leniency and disrespect from developing. 

· To maintain reverence in the Lord’s house.

Psalm 89:7 

“God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.” 

· To function together as a loving and considerate body.

Galatians 5:13 says: 
“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” 

Thank you all for your modesty, neatness, understanding, and cooperation.

                                                                                            The  Pastor 
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