Matt. 21:42-43; 23:37-39

The Kingdom is temporarily set aside or postponed until a later time when the nation will accept the Messiah as Savior (Zech. 12:10; 13:1; Rom.11:26-27). This occurs at His return to earth following the seven-year tribulation period.  

Acts 1:6 

“When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” 

The disciples did not comprehend about God’s new dispensational beginning with the church and the 2,000-year gap of time and those intervening events that would occur before the kingdom would arrive on planet earth. Therefore, they could not know the timing and conditions of the world prior to the kingdom’s arrival.      

Acts 1:7 

“And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.” 

Times = duration of time that would elapse before the kingdom arrives on earth

Seasons = the conditions and events occurring in the world prior to the kingdom’s arrival.  

Matt. 13:11 – the times and seasons correspond with the time period and events know as the mysteries of the kingdom. 

1 Thess 5:1 

“But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.”

This verse states that God’s New Testament saints could know about the times and seasons or the length and characteristics of those times prior to the beginning of the Day of the Lord (Trib. Period). This is because, unlike the disciples, they would have the progressive revelation of the New Testament epistles to explain to them the timing and details that would occur on planet earth before the kingdom would arrive. New Testament Saints know about the program of the church (Eph. 3:1-12), the last days (2 Tim 3) and what is going to take place on earth before the Day of the Lord or tribulation period begins and the actual commencement of the kingdom program following the seven-year tribulation period.

We are privileged to know much more than the Old Testament saints and disciples could know since we have God’s completed record of truth and the scenario that would occur in the intervening time prior to the kingdom’s arrival, known as the “mysteries of the kingdom” (Matt. 13:11) or the sacred secrets unknown to Old Testament saints concerning the exact manner of time and the kinds of times that would occur on earth before the kingdom is inaugurated. 

The Old Testament prophets, like the disciples, could not see the huge gap of time known as the “church age” (some 2,000 years) which would precede the kingdom’s arrival to earth.   

1 Peter 1:10-11 

“Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently (their final salvation or glorification which would occur at Christ return to earth – Dan. 12:2; Isa. 26:14), 

“who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: Searching what (the actual timing of Christ’s return to earth), or what manner of time (the conditions that would exist on earth before Christ returns) the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ (Mt. Calvary), and the glory that should follow (Mt. of Olives).” 

The prophets of old could see the sufferings of Christ (the cross – Mount Calvary – Isa. 53) and the glory of Christ (His return to earth - Mount of Olives – Zech 14:4) but they could not see the time differential or intervening gap of time consisting of God’s program for the church and those events and conditions that would transpire in the world during this intervening time, prior to the kingdom’s arrival. 

Note: It would take additional New Testament revelation to piece the entire puzzle together: Kingdom postponed, Israel temporarily set aside, the N. T. Church formed and church age, Tribulation Period of 7 years, and then the Kingdom inaugurated with national Israel receiving her covenant blessings (Ezek. 36:26-27; Jer, 31:31-40; Rom. 11:25-26).  

